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232 . TrANRACTIONS AT Brrsror.

THE DOMINICANS AND DOMINICAN PRIORY.
By JOHN TAYLOR,

Librarian of the Bristol Muscum and Library.

Berore I procced to describe what remains of this Priory, I
desire to say a few words respecting the Order to which it
belonged.

The Dominicans formed one of the great Orders of Mendicant
Friars. The Friars differed from the Monks in two important
particulars. The lives of the Friars were active, and they took
the vow of poverty, whilst those of the Monks were contemplative,
and they were permitted to hold property. The Monks lived
within their Monasteries, serving God according to the rule of
their respective Orders, and employing the intervals between their
services in manual labour or writing and other literary work :
whilst the Friars frequented the busy hannts of men, and the
vilest purlieus of the citics, preaching and ministeving, as far
as might be, to the necessitics of all men, both in soul and body.

At the time the Mendicant Orders arose, the duty and art
of preaching had become greatly neglected. This cvil strongly
pressed itself upon the attention of the rulers of the church,
The Councll of Lateran, whiclht assembled in the mother church
in Rome, on 11th November, 1215, at which necarly 500 Bishops,
as many Abbots and Priors, together with representatives of all
the Royal Houses in Europe, were present, after deploring the
cvils flowing from the negleet of preaching and the inability
of preachers, cmpowered cach Bishop, in his own diocese, to
appoint fit and proper persons to perform this office.

Dominic de Guzman, a Spanish Priest, who was himself
present at the Lateran Couueil, about this time, it is said, founded
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an Order or Brotherhood, primarily to undertake the Office of
preaching, with the object of converting Jews and Heretics, and
of stirring up Christian people. The Brethren of this Order, from
the name of their founder, were called “Dominican Friars,” from
the Colour of their habit ¢ Black Friars,” and from their office
“ Friars Preachers.”—Fratres Predicatores. The Order was,
however, known before the time of the Lateran Council. One
of the rules of the Order obliged the Friars always to travel on

foot ; and when John, King of England, in 1204, was about to *

proceed beyond the sea, Pope Innocent the III. granted a license,
permitting such Franciscan and Dominican Friars, as might
accompany the king, to ride.

In the year 1221, the year in which their founder died, as
many as thirteen Dominican Friars, including a superior, came
into England for the purpose of establishing theiv Order in this
country. They were favourably received by Stephen Langton,
Archbishop of Cauterbury, who allowed them to settle, and fixed
their first home in Oxford. Their second home was the Black
Friars, in London, but within a very short time after their arrival
they appeared in Bristol.?

The records relating to the priory in Bristol are few and frag-
mentary. It wasfounded by Maurice de Gaunt, lord of Beverstone,
and Matthew de Gurnay. The former died in 1230, and was
buried in the Priory, as was also, probably, the latter, as he was
commemorated in the obituary.® When the work wag sufficiently

1 Rymer's Feed. L., p. 137

2 The Dominicans produced some very distinguished men. Among
the most promineut of English birth may be mentioned Robert Kilwarby,
the Provincial of the Order in England, who became Archbishop of Can-
terbury and a Cardinal, and who died in 1280; Nielolas Trivet, the
Historian, who died in 1328 ; and Robert Holeot, who dicd in 1349.

3 \Villiam of Worcester, in Itin., Nasmyth’s Ed., p. 233, gives the
following : )

In Martirologia Kalendarii fratrum praedieatorum Bristollize.

Jolhannes Vielle, Armiger, primus vicccomes Bristollice, obiit 29 die
mareii. .

Walterus Frampton obiit die 2 januarii. ‘

Wilclmus Curteys, qui feeit fieri magnam crucem in cimiterio die 2
aprilis.

Ricardus Spicer, mereator, obiit primo die junii,
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advanced, the Bishop of Worcester came to solemnise the dedication
of the church and cemetery, but he was opposed by the Bene-
dictine Monks of the ncighbouring priory of St. James, who
remonstrated against the infringement of their own charters and
privileges by the diversion of the oblations, offerings for the dead,
and other cmoluments. This resistance was, however, ineffectual,
The buildings were completed and conscerated.

The churches of the Friars Precachiers were in plan different
from the usual type, and adapted to the purposes for which they
were speclally required : viz., the accommodation of a large body
of learers. The cruciform plan was therefore avoided. The
buildings were usually rectangular, forming a parallelogram, and
destitute of constructional chancel, or choir, though a large
portion of the building was apportioned, and fitted with stalls,
for the accommodation of the fraternity. This was, however, not
the casc here. William of Worcester, gives the dimensions of
the church in these words :—Longitudo chori ecclesiee fratrum
preedicatorum  continet 26 virgas vel 44 gressus (=110 feet),
Tatitudo chori continet 8 virgas vel 14 gressus (=35 feet).
Longitudo navis ecclesi continet 31 virgas vel 58 gressus
(=145 feet.) Latitudo cjusdem continet 21 virgas vel 44 gressus
(=110 fcet). So that the nave was the same breadth as the
length of the choir, and 30 steps, or 75 feet, wider. In the
carlier times the Friary Churches were destitute of Towers,
but in the 14th and 15th centurics slender towers were usually
inserted between the choir and nave. That the Dominican Priory
Church at Bristol possessed a tower is cvident fromn an hitherto
unnoticed entry in a DMS. chronicle, of the time of Elizabeth, a

Mattheus de Gurnay, obiit 28 dic augusti—unus fundatorum fratrum
predicatorun.

Domina Matilda Denys, quae obiit dic.. octobris, auno Christi, 1422,

Dominus Mauricius de Berkle, ¢t domina Joharna uxor cjus... ..jacet
in clioro in sinistra altaris, die primo octobris.

Dominus Wilelmus Dawbeny, miles, qui jacet in choro.

Cor domini Roberti de Gornay, jacet in ista ceclesia, qui obiit die
novembris,

Dominus Aucclinus de Gurnay, yui jacet in choro dic 15 novembris.

Donitnus Mauricius Berkle, miles, obiit 26 diec novembris,

1429, Frater Wilelinus Dotouer, obiit dic 15 decembris,
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on three sides, the eastern window, as before stated, having been
removed. The rear-arches of all the other windows, and some
very much mwtilated remains of a fire-place in the west wall,
together with the roof,! which is only visible in places, and which
is, probably, of the samc date as the building, wre all that remains.
This is ealled the * Bakers’ hall,” having been used as the hall of
that Guild.

In the year 1669, a meeting house for Quakers was erccted
on these premises, which, from the ancient character of the base-
ment walls, Mr. Godwin considers, occupies the site’of the great
hall of the Priory. The mcetings of the connexion were, however,
held here previously to the erection of this mceting house, as is
seen by various entries in the journal of George Fox, in which he
mentions having preached here. In the same ycar in which the
meeting house was built, George Fox was married within its
walls, In 1697, William Penn, the founder of the colony of
Philadelphia came to Bristol and resided here two years, from
which the strects, castward of "the site of the Priory, derive their
names of Philadelphia street and Penn street.

Sir Maurice Gaunt, the founder, was buried here in 1230, as
also, on the left side of the altar, were Sir Maurice Berkeley, of
Beverston, who died in 1466, and Johanna, his wife; and Sir
William Daubeny, and Sir Anselme de Gowrney, were interred
in the choir. In 1824, in digging on the site of the monastery,
three stone coffing were discovered, containing two male and one
female skeletons, which were supposed to be the remains of some
of these noble personages. The buildings are now used as schools
by the Quakers and Wesleyan Methodists.

1 With reference to this roof, Mr. Godwin remarks : I cannot close
this paper without drawing attention to the miserablo state of the building
just mentioned, the principal feature of which (the reof) would, I think,
on thorough exposure, prove to be one of those cxamples of carly English
carpentry, whose peculiarly rare occurrence renders them so much more
interesting and valuable.





