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NOTES ON THE MANOR AND PARISH CHURCH
OF CHELTENHAM. '
By J. HENRY MIDDLETON, F.S.A.
(Fellow of the Archxological Societies of Athens and Rome.)
Read at Cheltenham, 8th July, 1879.

Tue Manor of Cheltenham was Royal Demesne. It is thus
described in the Domesday Survey—¢ TeErra Recis.” ¢ Rex
Edwardus tenuit Chintenham'—ibi erant viij. hide et dim., ad
ecclam p'tin, 1 hid. et dim. Reinbaldus ten. eam. In d'nio erant
ifj. car. & xx. vill’ & x. bord’ & vil. servi, cum xviij. car. Pr'b’ri
ij. car.  Ibi ij. molini de xi. sol. & viij. denar. Huic M’ accrevit
p’positus Regis W.duos bord’ & iv. vill'os & iij. molinos hor,’ ij. sunt
Regis, t'cius prepositi & j. car. plus €’ ibi T.R.E. redd’V’ ix. lit’ &
v. sol’ & ter. mille panes canibus. Modo redd’ xx. lib. & xx.
vaccas & xx pore’ & xvi. sol. pro panibus.”

Translation :

“ King Edward (the confessor) held Cheltenham. There wero
81 hides. Oune hide and-a2-half belongs to the clurch. Reinbald
holds it. In the demesne there were three plough-lands, and 20
villeins, and 10 bordars, and 7 serfs, with 18 plough-lands. The
Priest has two plough-lands, There are two corn mills of 11
shillings and 8 pence. To this manor King William’s steward
added two Bordars, and four villeins, and three corn mills—of
these two are the King's, the third is the steward’s, and there is
one plough-land more there. In the time of King Edward, it paid
£9 5s., and 3000 loaves for the hounds. Now it pays £20 and
20 cows, and 20 hogs, and 16 shillings instead of the loaves,”

In his ¢ Notitia Monastica,” p. 142, Tanner mentions that at
a Synod held at Cloveshoe, in A.D. 803, the question of a certain

1 Spelt Ciltenham in another place.
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paymecnt, said to be due from the Priory of Cleltenham to tho
Bishop of Worcester, was settled.  Cheltenham was then, and till
the reign of Henry VIIL, in the diocese of Worcester. The
passage Tanner refers to is this—¢ Denebert, Bishop of Worcester,
claimed from it (the Priory of Cheltenham) and Beekford, as their
diocesan, a certain feast, or annual payment, which the Bishop of
Hereford (who in former times possessed the monastery) refused to
grant. It was, however, arranged that the Bishop of Worcester
should receive the feast from the Monasteries of Cheltenham and
Beckford alternately.” Aunother Synod, held at Gloucester in 1086,
mentions the priory in its list of rentals, and also “a church with
its chapels at Chintenham,” They arc mentioned scparately in a
way to imply that the church was independent of the collegiate
foundation, aud this is borne witness to by the plan and arrange-
ment of the church which scem to be purely parochial. The nmonkS
were under the rule of St. Benedict, as were also those of the
neighbouring Abbeys of Winchcombe and Gloucester,  Oue of the
monks of this priory, Richard de Clieltenham, in the reign of
Edward IV., was promoted to be Abbot of Tewkesbury, which
office hc held from 1481 to 1509.2

Church of the B. V. Mary.—That there was a church here in
very early times is shown by the mention in Domesday Book of
Pricsts, who were supported by an endowment of land. The
Reinbald mentioned was Dean of the Collegiate Churelr of Ciren-
cester.?

Henry I gave a mill and some laud, worth £21 a year, to the
cudowment, and in 1133 he granted the vectory to the Abbey of
Cirencester. It was aftcrwards further enviched by large gifts of
lands from various nobles. Besides two well endowed chantries in
the church itself, it had chapclries at Arle, Hatherly, and Charlton
Kings, the latter of which still exists, but is now converted
into a parish church. Iike the mother-clurch at Cheltenham
it is dedicated to the B.V. Mary, and was not only originally
similar in plan, but it has gone through the same changes, in the

1 Sce also Spelman’s Councils, 1., 326., and Wilkins’ Coneilia, 1., 168,
2 Sec Goding's History of Cheltenhiam.
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addition of wide aisles which project north and south as far as the
ends of the Transepts.

In 1415 the Rectory came into the possession of the Nunnery
of Sion, near Isleworth, and continued to be so, until it was seized
by Henry VIII! From that time till within the last few years
the incumbent has only been a curate, and for most of the time
not even a perpetual curate. After the Reformation the tithes
were let on lease and farmed by various persons.

1 The Manors of Cheltenham, Salmondsbury, and Slaughter, with their
appurtenances, and the Hundreds of Cheltenham,Salmondsbury,and Slaugh-
ter, in the County of Gloucester, were parccl of the possessions of the Alien
Priory of Fischamp, and upon the dissolution of the alien Priories, in 2nd
Henry V., they were granted, by parliament, to the King. The Kirg laid
the foundation stone of the Monastery of Syon, on 22nd Feb., 1415, and by
charter, dated 20th April, 1416, he granted to the Bishop of Durham and
others in trust for the Menastery, infer alia, all the possessions in England
of the aforesaid Priory (Rot. Pat., 4th Henry V., m. 22), This grant was
contirmed by Patent of King Henry VI., 12th Nov. 1443, in which the
manors of Cheltenham, Salmondsbury, and Slaughter, and the Hundreds
of these names are specifically mentioned, but no allusion is made to the
advowsons of the churches of those parishes (Rot. Pat., 22nd Henry VL.,
p. 1, m 2L)

In 1592 a Survey was taken of all the possessions of the Monastery of
Syon, when the Manors of Cheltenham and Slanghter in the County of
Gloucester, were valued at £111 6s, 8d., (Aunger’s History of Syon, p. 76).

In the Valor Ecelesiasticus, 26th Henry VIIIL., 1534, the value is thus
stated :—

Gloucester—~The reuts of assize with other rents and farms i divers
villages, hamlets, and parishes there are worth as follows :—

£ s d
In Cheltenham - - . 79 1 8
Rents of assize, with other rents in Slaughter - 3119 9%
Farm of the Manor there - - - 613 4
Rents of assize and other rents at Minchinhampton - 47 0 5%
Farm of the Manors of Hampton and Lesemere - 19 0 0
Farmn of meadows and pastures - - . 1010 o
Farm of the Manor of Pymbery . - 6 00
Rents of assize, with the farm of tho site of the Manor
of Avening - - - - 20 2 4%
Rents of lands and tenements lately of the Lady
Alicia Hampton - - . . 9465
In all - £238 12 0}

—————
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The following extract is from a letter from J. Stubbes, in 1633,
on the State and Maintenance of the Cures of Cheltenham and
Charlton Kings:—

 Rectoria de Cheltenham ct capelld de Charlton R’g’ eidem
annexat. com™ Glouc'r,
40th Eliz. (1597) 21st Feb., the premises were granted to
Francis Bacon, Esq., (afterwards Lord Verulam) for £40, subject
The wood there, being within the lordship of Min-
chinhampton and Avening, with its members, as
appears by the said declaration, isworth - 1613 4

The issues arising from the perquisites of the courts
there are worth as follows :—

In Cheltenham . - - - 614 3
Slaughter - - - - 213 2
Minchinhampton and Avening, with its members - 518 §

Inall, as appcars by the said declaration - £15 6 1
Fces annually paid, to wit:—
To Thomas Matsonaud Edward Tamec,Chief Stewards
of Cheltenham - - - 3 68

To John Straunge, Steward of the Courts there - 1 6 8

To Andrew Greenchill, bailiff there, onc livery - 213 4

To the same Thomas Matson and Edward Tame, ’

Stewards of Slaughter - - . 1 00

To Thomas Haile, one livery . . 200

To William Kingston, Chief Steward of Minchin-

hampton - - - - 200

To William Compton, Steward of the Courts there 1 6 8
To Edward Tame, Steward of the Abbey of Cirences-
ter, for view of frank-pledge, to be annually held

in the lordship . - - - 06 8
To Giles Kyn, Bailiff, and rcceiver of money arising

froni the sale of wood - .- - 4 0 0

To the samc Giles, Bailiff of Avening - - 013 4

In all, as appears in the said declaration - £11 13 4

Money paid in alms, distributed weckly to three poor persons in a certain’
almshouse, to wit i—

To each of them, 7d. per week, from the foundation
of the Lady Alicia Hampton, together with 3s. 9d.
for delivery and carriage of cight loads of wood,
annually, for tho same poor persons, as appears
by the said declaration thercof mentioned - 414 9

For further information seo Aunger’s Hist, of Syon and Isleworth,—E,
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may notice here that a Chantry is not a Chapel or any part of a

Church,! but it is an endowment in land or money, for celebrating

certain masses for the benefit of the founder’s soul, (and usually

for the souls of his ancestors and all christian souls) whose tomb

wasoften near the Altar at which the Chantry was endowed. There
1 See Rock, Church of our Fathers ITL., p. 104,

An allusion to a similar abuse occurs in ¢ The Vision of Piers Plow-

man” ; Prologue 1, 83—86 :—
¢¢ Persons and parisch prestes pleyned hem to the bischop,
That here parisshes were pore, sith the pestilence tyme,
To have a licence and a leve, at London to dwelle,
And syngen there for symonye, for silver is swete.”

The Act (37th Hen. 8, cap. 4) which confiscated for the King’s use the
property of colleges, frce chapels, chantries, hospitals, fraternitics, brother-
hoods, guylds, stipendiary Priests, and divers other charitics, abolished
these chantries, but did not interfere with the Altars at which they were
endowed.

The endowment of this Chantry was as under, as shewn by the cer.
tificate of John Carrell, Esq., Richard Pate, and Edward Gastwyke, Gent.
 Commissioners of the King within the city of Gloucester, with the county

of the same, and the Towne of Bristol :—

Certificate No. 21.
26.—The Parish of Cheltenham, within the Deanery aforesaid (Winch.
combe).
Oure lady Servis

ffoundyd and the landes put in feoffment.

To fynd a preste for ever and he to have for his salary by year, Ixxviij s,
ixd, g*

Our lady servis

ys within the said Chureh and there ar belongynge to the same Church
D. howselynge people

Our lady Servis ] Cvs. vd.
whereof
ffor the prest stipende - »  Ixxviijs. x d. g2
ffor Renttes Resoluttes - - xvjs, vid. Cvs. vd
ffor the Kynges Tenthes - -«  xs.ijd. ob. q*

And so Remanyth n!

The valew of the Ornamenttes, Jewelles, Plate,
Gooddes, and Cattalles - - - - xiljs, v d
According to the Chantry Certificate No. 22. 2nd Edw, VI
63. The Parishe of Cheltenham within the said Deanery where are of
houseling people, DC.
Our lady Service
flounded by Dyverse persons not knowne, and the landes putt in fcoffmt,
with thissues and profittes,
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are no signs remaining on the East wall of the Altars or their
fittings —thorough ¢ Restoration” has destroyed all marks of them.
The rebate and marks of iron fastenings for a door round the square

whereoff here hath bene a priste manteygned singinge at thalter of or lady
in the seide chureh, prayenge for the sowles of the flounders and all xpen
sowles.

Sr Thomas Ball, alias Bristowe, Incumbent there of thage of liij. yerez

The landes and tenementes belonginge to the same are of the yerely value

of : - - - - vjlioxsoviijd,
whereof
In reprises yerely - . - - xixs, ijd.
And so remaynethe clere by the yere - - cxjs. vjd.
Ornamentes thercunto belongenge, valued at - xiijs. id.
Tlate and Juelles to the same - - - 1nooue.

The property with which this chantry, in the chapel of the B.V, Mary,
and the other one in the Chapel of St. Catherine of Alexandriain the North
Transept, were endowed, formed a part of the estate bequeathed by Rich,
Pate for support of the Free Grammar School, still existing in the High
Street.

The grant to the school is dated 1578, and to it was added the Rent-
roll of cach portion in the year 1586 (scc Goding’s Cheltenhani), ¢ Chel-
tenham, onc tencment and close, payable at the Feasts of the Annuneciation
of our Blessed Lady the Virgin and St. Michael the Arch-Angel, sometime
belonging to the Chantry of the B. V. Mary, in the Parish Church of
Clicltenham, 13s. 4d. For the mansion house or Pricst’s chamber, payable
in like manner, 12s. Ouc tencment, with the appurtenances, payable inlike
mauner, sometime belonging to the late Chantry of St. Catherine in the
same Parish Chureh of Cheltenham, 12s.1 One parcel of land sometime
belonging to the Chantry of the Virgin Mary aforesaid, 16s.8d. One parecel
of ground, sometime belonging to the Chantry of the B.V. Mary, given for
the finding of Holy Bread in the same Parish Chureli, £2 13s. 4d, of which
Thomas Ball was the last inenmbent.”

The following is the Endowment for Holy Bread as appears from
Certificate No. 21, 37th Henry viij. :—

Lande for Holy breadde gyvinge in the said parishe. One tencment
gyvyne by one Will'm Grevelle to lelpe and oasc the poor people of the
same parish in gyvinge of the holy bredde when it came to theire turne,

Incumbent noone

The said teuement so gyvene ys of the yerely value of XXV.8
] ) whereof

In repriscs, yerely - - - . n,

Ornates, plate, and Juelles - - - noone

From Certifieate No. 23 it appears that there was :
Bestowed upon Holye brede, one yere with a nother vj. 8. viij d.
To the poore of the same Paryshe, the residue, viz. : xviij s, ilijd,

1 A Chantry in Cheltenham was granted to Sir Miles Partriche (Augme Offico
Patticulars of Grants, No.68). There is no entry of any other,
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recess by the Piscina, show that this was an aumbry for locking
up the .sacred vessels of the altar, and not a credence. The flat
shelf-room round the basin of the Piseina would generally be used
for the eruets at side altars, Very little room would be required,
for here only Low Masses would be sung, at which the chalice and
paten were brought straight to the altar. There does not seem
to have been a wooden shelf as was often the case.

The wide arch opening into the
south Aisle is very plain, being sim-
ply echamfered in two orders like the
nave arcade, but without respond
shafts, That there were high sercens
under both the mnorth and south
arches of the tower is shewn by
holes, now filled up, in the jambs of
the arches. A few years ago there
was a door under the end window
of this transept, but it was quite

modern, and has been removed.

W Dasn

Nave.—The arcade is Decorated

ol nl;JJ in date, the arches are simply cham-
BUIL§

fered in two orders, the piers are

Hill‘ A i W
= in three or four different sections

F'ig. 7, (fig- 7).

The north clerestory windows are plain eircular ones, probably

IU"

octagonal, and the capitals moulded

contemporary with the Arcade. Those on the sonth side are a
good deal later, beiug Perpendicular in date ; they have two lights
and tracery in a four-centred arch.

The west window is apparently of the same date as the avcade,

The ‘“Holy Bread ”” mentioned is not, of course, the Altar bread or
¢ Singing bread,” as it was generally called, for the celebration of the
Eucharist, but the Holy loaf, or Eulogia, made of ordinary bread, which
was cut up and distributed to the people by the Priest after Mass was
finished. The frequency with which this was done varied at different
places ; in this case the sum provided is so large that it must have been
the custom to distribute the Holy loaf, at least every Sunday.
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but, like the west aisle windows, it has been much ¢ restored.” The
present west door is modern, but it replaces an earlier one.

The thrust of the nave arcade has pushed the west wall
considerably out of the perpendicular, the flat early buttresses not
affording sufficient resistance to the pressure. As mentioned above,
these buttresses are contemporary with the oldest part of the
Church.

South Aisle—Tho inner arch and jambs of the south door
( Plate I1., K.} arc original, though the outer part is modern. This
doorway was for a long time blocked up, and a sham window in-
serted in its place. The west window of this aisle (as well as the
east chancel window) is Perpendicular in character, but they are
not necessarily much later than the Decorated work all round
them. This same transition of the styles may be seen very
clearly in the Church of Edington, Wiltshire, which was founded
in 1358, and consecrated in 1361, by William de Edington, Bishop
of Winchester, who also built the earliest Perpendicular part of
Winchester Cathedral. This Bishop died in 1366, It will be
noticed that at the east cnd of this, and also at the cast end of
the North Aisle, there is an extra window, apparently rather
crowded in ; thesc windows were probably put in to throw ample
light upon altars standing at the cast end of the two aisles
against tho Transept scrcens.  These Altars are shown upon the
plan, though only conjectural. (Plate I1.,, F.F.)

North Aisle—In plan and character of window tracery this
Aisle is very similar to the south Aisle, The old doorway
into the stair-case to the room over the porch can be secn,
though now blocked up by the west side of the Porch door
(Plate II.,1.) That the date of the walls of this Aisle is Farly
Deccorated is shown by the ball flowers and other details of the
arched tomb-recess in the north wall. The original stone coffin
remains built into this arch, but is now covered by the pavement.
1t is very similar in design to the other wall-tomb in the north
transept (Plate, II. c.c.). That it is ecarlier than the window
over it is, 1 think, apparent from the way in which the apex of
the arch rises above the window sill. In the west window of
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this Aisle are inserted some fragments of old stained glass, taken
out of the rose-window in the north transept. The original level
of the Aisle pavement is shewn by the porch door, where there is
a fine slab of Purbeck marble, inlaid with a monnmental brass of
Judgo Greville (died 1513) and his 3 sons and 7 danghters. Tho
remaining fragment of the inscription is—¢ Slaughter, whicho
William decessid the xi daye of March in the 4th year of tho
reign of King Henry viil.” Slaugliter is near Stow-on-tho-Wold.,

The North Porch is the latest addition to the Church, except,
perhaps, the Vestry. It isof rich, and rather late, Perpendicular in
character. Inside it is groined with fine lierne vaulting; the
wall 1ibs are four-centved arches. The Tudor rose is repeated
several times among the carving of the bosses. The outer door-
way to the church-yard has been re-built, probably in the last
century ; the inner doorway into the Aisleis also modern, There
is a room over, which modern antignaries, for some reason un-
known, have called tho Parvise. It may have been occupied by
a Chantry Priest, who also would have charge of the Church
during the night. If this was the case, there was, probably, in
placo of the modern archway opening into the Aisle, a small
window, not like a squint splayed towards an altar, but simply
with an outer splay to ecnable the occupant of the room to com-
mand a view of as much of the Church as was possible, and to
keep a watchful eye at night, or whenever it was empty. Very
possibly, however, this was not a priest’s room at all, but simply
a muniment room for parish deeds, &e. A fine old oak chest for
this purpose now les in the porch below ; it exceeds six feet in
length, and is cut ont of a solid Dlock of oak, and strongly
bound with iron.

North Transept.—The walls of this Transept, or part of them
at least, arc doubtless Early English in date, like those of the
south Transept, The wall-tomb at the north is a Decorated in-
sertion, and the windows are probably somewhat later, about 1350,
The cast wall is pierced with alarge Rose, or Wheel-window, with
rich tracery (Plate 1., 31.) The design of this window is very good,

but it looks rather large and out of place under the caves of the
r .
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rather low voof, instead of being in a gable, as Rose-windows
gencrally are. In this Transept there was endowed a Chantry to
St. Cathierine of Alexandria,? and it is probable that this Wheel-
window represents the symbol of her Martyrdom.?

1The endowment of this Chantry is shewn in the Chantry Certifi-
cates as under :—
Certificate 21.
26.—Segnt Kateryne Servis.
floundyd and the lands put in feoffment.
To fynd aprest for ever and heto have for his salary by year, vjli. xiijs. iijd.
Seynt Kateryne Servis ys within the said Chureh.

Seynt Kateryne Servis - - - - - vijli. xiijs. iij d.
whercof
ffor the prest stipende - - vj l. xiiij s. iij d.
ffor Renttes Resolnttey - - n! vij li. ix s, ij d.
flor the Teuthes - - - xiiij s. xj d.
And so Remaunyth n!
The valuc of Ornaments, &c - . - - - xij 8. ij d.

Certificate No. 22, 2ud Edw. VI.
St. Kateryne Service.

The flundacion thereof unkunowene, bnt the landes & tenemeutes
therevnto belonginge were gyvence by Dyverse persons, and the same
put? in feoffm! wth the rentes & profittes whereof there hath bene a prist
manteigned & kept singinge at thalter of St. Iatheryne within the
scide parishe Churehe for the sowles of the ffundors of the same service
and all Xpen sowles.

St Edward Grove, Ineumbent there of thage of lx years, havinge no

other livinge thene in the seide service, whiche ys yerely - cs.
The landes and tencmentes belonginge to the same are of the

yerely value of - - - - - - - vjh oxvjs xd

whercof

The reprises yercly - - - - - - xixs. ijd.
And so remancthe clere by yere - - . - exvijs. viijd,
Ornamentes thercunto belonging, valued at - - x. 8. ijd.
Plate and Juells to the same - . - - . noone.

Memorandwm.—That the saide Syr Edward Grove, one of the Incum-
bentes was charged by speeiall covenaunt betwene the parysshioners of the
saide Towne of Cheltenham and him, alweyes to tcache their Children,
whiche Towne is a markett Towne, and mueh youthe withiu the sanie, nere
whereunto is no Seoolle kept, Wherefore it is thought convenyent to sig-
nyfye unto yot worshipps the same to be a meate place to establyshe some
Teacher, and ereet a Grammar Scole so it might stande with the Kynges
Maiesties pleasure.

2 At Durham Cathedral there was an instance of a similar wheel-
window in lonor of St. Catherine, * There is in the east end of the
Church a goodly faire round window, called Saint Kathern’s window, the
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Chancel.—That the Choir was in the Tower is shown by the
position of the rood-screen, and there were undoubtedly return-
stalls with their backs to this screen, which would not only be

ritually correct, but would also make the most of the availuble
stall-room.

Rood-Screen.—The position and lheight of the Rood-screen
and loft ave shown by the blocked-up doorways over the eastern
responds of the nave arcade. The north one has a four-centred
arched head, the other a nearly flat lintel (Plate I1., 1. n.) The
stairg, which were possibly of wood, must have wound up in the
cast angles of the aisles against the nave arcade. As must
have been the case here, these stairs were often very steep and
cramped. At Campsall Church, Yorkshire, the only way to
the rood loft was by a ladder. Although comparatively few
Rood-screens now remain, yet in medimval times every parish
church had one, and it was from this screen or cancellus that the
chancel took its namme. They were always surmounted by the
Rood, which was either a plain cross or a crucifix, the latter
usually had figures of the B. V. Mary, and St John at the sides.!
bredth of the quire, all of stone, veryc finely and cunningly wrought and
glazed, having in it 24 lights verye artificially made, as it is called geometri-
call, and the picture of St. Kathern is set in glass on the right side, under-

neath the said window is another glazed window,” &e. *‘ Mon. & Rites
of Durham,” p. 2.

1The following items occur in the accounts of the Bursar of Winchester
College, sce Arch. Jour. viii., 81.

“ Expenses on Sculpture and Painting for the Rood Screen. 3rd and
4th Hen, IV.”

¢ For the sculptured images of the Crucified, of the Blcssed Mary and

St. John, 68s, 4d.
For making the Cross, 22 shillings.
For painting the Images and the Cross, £4 10s. 44,
Packing-cases and Carriage from London to Winehester, 31s. 6d.
Bases for the said images and Crucifix, 20s.”

On Festivals rows of Candles were fixed along the top of the Screen,
and on account of this the Rood-beam was often called the *¢ Candle-
heam.”

The Injunctionsissued by Henry VIIL. in 1536, which abolished many
of the lights in Churches, specially retained ¢ The light that commonly
goeth a.corss)the Church by the Rodc loft.”

Fs
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Rood-loft.—TIts uscs were many ; antiplions, versicles, graduals,
alleluia, &e., were sung from it. Many other musical parts of
different services werc sung in it! TFasts and Festivals were
announced, and often scrmons were preaclied from it

Lectern. —A lectorn was generally placed in the loft; and
here I may note that the present position and use of the lectern :
viz,, on or ncar the Chancel Arch steps; from which to read
the lessons are both inventions of the 17th century, and quite un-
known in medixval times. Therc was generally onc on the north
side of the Sanctuary from which to read the Gospel, and somctimes
ancther, less ornate, on the south side from which the Epistle was
read.?

In small Churches without Aisles or Transepts, an Altar was set
against the Sercen on cach side of the door-way. This arrangement
cxisted at Cowley Chureh, near Cheltenham, At Patricio, in Sonth Wales,
the original Stone Altars still exist in this position, against the magnificent
Rood-sereen.

At the Reformation, the Crueifix itsclf and the images were ordered
to be removed, but the Sercen was never declared illegal, and the removal
of it has always been doue without authority.

In the 17th century mauy Bishops constantly cnquired of the Clergy
in their dioceses, if they had a high Chancel Sereen, and insisted on its
restoration if it had been removed.

Bishop Cosin, in his Articles of Visitation in 1626, enquired “Is there
any Partition between the body of the Church aud the Chancel?  And if
not, when, and by whom, and by what anthority was it taken down?”
They are still required to be in every Church by the Rnbrie that dircets
that «“ Chancels shall remain as they have done in the times past.”

1In Churches with Collegiate Foundations the Gospel and Epistle wero
sung from the Rood-loft.

2 There was also often a donble lectern for antiphons midway between
the stalls. The lessons were read from the stalls, the reader’s face being
turned towards the people, and nothing more scems reqnired by the rubric
now in foree.

In the Rood-loft also, in sone cases, one or more altars were placed,
simply, no doubt, on account of want of room on the gronnd floor of the
Clurch,

This was the case in the now destroyed Church of St. Runwald, at
Colchester, and at Ross, in Herefordshire, (Sce Arch. Jour., vel. xxxv,,
p- 383). Paper by J, T. Micklethwaite, T.S. A, on Statc of Churches in 1548,

1 5ce¢ Mon, and Rites of Durham, p, 11 and 12,
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Sanctuary—The eastern Tower Arch was the Sanctuary
Arch, while the Chancel Arch was of course the western one,
where the Rood-screen stood. The side windows are Decorated in
style, while the large east window is Perpendicular in character,
but, as before stated, they need not have been inserted at very
different dates. The three-light window on the south (Plate 11., ».)
is a modern alteration. Part, at least, of the walls are of Early
English workmanship, though none of the original buttresses
‘remain,

The Sacristy, or Re-vestry as it was often called, has been
re-built, but probably on the foundations of an earlier one.

Priest's Door.—There is a small Priest’s door in its usual place
in the south chancel wall (Plate 71., c.) The fact of this door
being nearly always on the south side points to a special use for it.!

1Tf it had been simply intended for a convenient private entrance for
the Priest from his house to the Church we should naturally expect to find
it on the side nearest his house, which is not always the case.- Here, for
example, the old village of Cheltenham, and the Priest’s house were on the
north, along the line of the present High street, so the door is on the
wrong side for his readiest access. To find the most probable reason for
its position we must examine the Rubrics of the old Burial Service (cf.
Rock, ¢¢ Ch. of our Fathers,” ii., 476.) The corpse, after resting awhile in
the Lych-gate, was brought in a procession, headed by clerks carrying the
Processional Cross, Holy water and bell, into the Church, and laid on a
bier in the middle of the Nave near the east end, where it was met by the
Priest with words of welcome. Then, after the Dirige, and while the choir
were singing * the Commendation of Souls,” the Priest, vested in Alb
and Stole, went into the church-yard, sprinkled with holy water the place
for the grave, and marked out the length and breadth of it by cutting out
sods in the shape of a cross. He then went back into the Church, and
putting on his Chasuble, said mass for the dead person. When this was
ended the corpse was carried out to the church-yard, and the priest having
put off his Chasuble, again left the church and went to the place where he
had traced the cross. The grave was then dug, while the 117th Psalm
was being sung, and the Burial service proper was gone through. It was
almost universally the custom to bury the dead, if possible, on the south
side of the church-yard ; in many places even now the people have a great
dislike to having their friends buried on the cold and sunless north side,
Hence it seems almost certain that the chief reason for placing the Priest’s
door on the south was for his greater convenience in slipping in and out
of the church during the first part of the Burial service. The custom of
bringing the corpse into the church has survived to a great extent,
though the old reason for it no longer exists, and nothing is said or done,
which might not be said with equal propriety by the grave side.
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Nothing remains of the original High Altar or its fittings
(Plate I1.,a) Tn this case there is no room for a fixed Reredos,
probably a moveable Dossal, or Retabulum, was set behind the
Altar. The present oak table was made in 1638.

The Sacravinm, or Piscinn
is a very handsome one of
most unusual design (Plale
Il) Ttislate Decorated in
style, probably about 1350-60.
It consists of two Ogee croc-
kotted Arches, opening, one
towards the altar and the other
westward towards the stone
bench, which served as sedilia.
It has a battlemented cornice
and angle buttresses. At the
corners, under the cornice, are
much mutilated carved statu-
ettes. One of them holding
a sword probably represents
St. Paul. Of the eastern-
. most one nothing remains but
the pennon, or flag, which the figure held ; this was possibly John
the Baptist, or perhaps the risen Christ. The others are not dis-
tinguishable, The whole thing is much mutilated on its enstern
side, and it is possible that there was originally a recess for a
Credence heve (see Jig. 8). The flat space round the basin often
served for this, and in some cases it was a movable table! At the
Altar of St. Edward, at Westminster, there was a brass Credence
(see Inventory, Vol IV. of Middlesex Arch. Soc.).

! This was probably its original character, the word being derived from
the Italian ¢redenza, which means a side-board. The name Credence does
not secm to have been used before the end of the 16th century, but tho
\\:ord sacrarium, snong its many meanings, was often used for the com:
bination of Piscina and Credence.! Tt is also often referred to as ' Locus
Administrationis,” The sense in which the word ‘* Sacrarinm” is gencrally
now used, vie.: jor the Sanctuary, is eomparatively rare in old writings.

1 In Cistercian writings the Credonco ia ofton called the * Ministerium,” which word
{5 also used fur the Sidetoard in the Fruter,
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On the West side of the Piscina, just under the Cornice, is a
sort of cross, or rather G-leaved figure, rudely scratched with a pair
of compasses—traces of paint are still visible on this, and a few
years ago the colors were much clearer than they are now. The
ground was red, and the arms of the figure blue. I think that
this is one of the Dedication Crosses, though the form is somewhat
unusual. These Crosses are generally about the size of the figure
here represented, drawn within a circle scratched on the stone,
or plastering, and coloured red or blue. They are sometimes
cut in very deeply, and occasionally, though rarely, made into
claborate little, or even large, ornaments. I have failed to dis-
cover any of the other Dedication Crosses inside the c¢hmrel, but
thisis, withont donbt, partly owing to the fact that a great deal of
the oviginal internal plastering has been scraped off.!  There
is, I believe, no instance where internal rough stone walls were
not plastered, or intended to be plastered, originally : the modern
mania for bare rubble stonework inside churches was not in the
least shared by our medieval ancestors.  Old plastering was very
uuch thinner than what is used now, very often, in fact, it was
only thick enongh to fill up and level the projecting inqgualities
of the stone. Towards the quoins and other stone dressings it
was simply thinned off, and they were not built projecting to
receive the plaster.  Unfortunately many modern architects take
this abscnce of projecting quoins to be a proof that therc was
originally no plastering, and the internal walls of many a church
have been ruthlessly flayed under this misapprehension, to the
utter destruction, not only of the Dedication Crosses, which
often remain concealed under the whitewash, but also causing the
loss of many valuable paintings, inscriptions, and other ornaments.
The external crosses seem to have disappeared under the attacks

Both Credence and Piscina were nearly always on the South side ; those
recesses so common on the North side being really Aumbries.

The peculiarity of this Piscina in being open on two sides is also to be
found in a Piscina discovered lately, built into a wall at Charlton King's
Church, whieh was originally a Chapelry of this echurch, it has been built
into the Sanctnary wall in, or near, its original place.

1 Sinee writing this, Mr. Anslow Seole has pointed out to me the
remains of another Dedication Crosson the North jamb of the Chancel Areli,
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of the weather, and the miany re-patchings which the walls have
undergone. Originally every chiurch had 12 of these crosses inside
aud 12 outside, cqually distributed on its N.S.E. and West sides.
They marked the places where the Bishop had annointed the wall
with Chrism or Holy Oil in the act of Benediction. If the Chancel
of a Church was re-built, or an important addition made, the new
portion often had the full number of 24 Crosses. Thus, at
Arundel Church there still exist 5 inside the Nave and Aisle
walls, so placed that it is cvident there were 12 inside,? without
counting those in the Chancel.

Throughout this Churcl, the woodwork of the roof, seats, and
doors is entircly modern,

On the north-east of the churchyard there still exists the base
and shaft of o very graceful tall stone cross of Decorated style.
The Cross at the top las unfortunately been destroyed, and its
place has recently been supplied by a sort of coping of four meaning-
less gablets, in place of a sun-dial that used to be there.?

There ave now lying in the Churchyard two large trefoil-headed
Stonc Coflins, probably of tho 13th cecutury. They were turned
out of the church about 20 yecars ago. Onc of them belongs to
the arched wall-tomb in the north transept, The other was, I
believe, found buvied in the Nave.

1 Inside Henry the VIL’s Chapel at Westminster there are 9 large
Dedication Crosses still visible. They arc painted on the stone wall and
have cach a wooden plug in the centre, possibly for fastening a silver
cross to on Festivals, There is also below caclhi another wooden plug to
Iiold a lamp or candlestick.—(Communicated by J. T. Micklcthwaite. 1.5, A.)

2 On Palm Sunday the Churchyard Cross was always wreathed around
with palm branches and garlands of flowers. Thus we find in a Will of
Henry Bunn, dated 1501, an order for a Churchyard Cross to be sct np in
Hardley Churchyard, ‘“Pro palmis in dic ramis palmarum offerendis”
(Blomeficld’s Norfolk x., 141). It was also a station in various proces-
sions when the Blessed Sacrament was carried rouud the churchyard.

The author of a MS. on the Ancient Monuments of the Cathedral
Church of Durham, writing in the ycar 1593, speaks thus of the destruc-
tion of a similar, but much richer cross in Durham, ‘It (Neivell’s Cross)
did there stand and remayne most notorious to all passingers till of laite,
iu the year of our Lord God 1589, in the nighte tyme, the same was broken
down and defaced by some lewde and contemptuous wicked persons, there-
unto cncouraged (as it scmeth) by some who loveth Christe the worse for
the Crossc sake, as utterly and spitcfully dispising all auncyent ceremonics
and monuments,”—* Mon. and Rites of Durham,” p. 24





