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STANLEY ST. LEONARDS. THE COLLEGE OF
CANONS AND THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH.

By J. HENRY MIDDLETON, F.S.A., Fellow of the Archwmological
Societies of Athens and Rome.

Read at Stroud, 22nd July, 1880.

THE records of the early history of this Collegiate Foundation
are very slight. It appears to have been founded and dedicated
to St. Leonard by a certain Roger Berkeley, as a small college of
caunons, with a Prior at their lead, in' the first half of the 12th
century ; he endowed it with gifts of land, and gave it also the
Advowsons of the churches of Arlingham, Slimbridge, and Uley.!

Its independent existence seems to have been short, for,
according to the county historians, it was given by Roger Lord
Perkeley (probably the second of that name), with all its rights
and possessions to the Benedictine Abbey of St. Peter, at Glou-
cester, with the consent of the then Prior, Sabrithus, and of
Simon, Bishop of Worcester, in whose diocese it stood. It thus
became a cell of that monastery, aud remained so till the Disso-
lution of Religious Houses, when it, together with Gloucester
Abbey, was granted to.Sir Anthony Kingston, in the 36th year of
Henry 'VIII? At the Dissolution there were only three monlks
in residence. ‘

The original foundation was probably one of Black or Austin

_ Canons, who wore a black cassock, over it a'white alb’ or surplice,
11n 8. Lysons’ ‘“‘Antiquities of Gloucesteishire,’;plé.te ov1., i, thereisan

etching of Roger de Berkley’s seal. The device is an armed knight attacked
by a lion, with the legend SIGILLVM ROGERI DE (BERCHE)LAIA.

2 Tanner Not. Mon,, p. 147. Dugdale, Mon. Ang. 1., 119, and IIL, 64 ;
- and Stevens’ Abbeys 1., 275.
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and over all a black woollen cope with a hood. This dress is
described by Chaucer in the prologue to the “ Chanon’s Yeomann : ”

“ At Boughten under the blee us gan a take
A man that clothed was in clothes blake,
And under that he had a white surplise :
All light for sommer rode this worthy man.
And in my hearte wondren I began

‘What that he was, till T understood,

How that his cloke was sewed to his hood.
For which when I had long avised me,

I deemed him some chanon for to be.”

These canons differed chiefly from monks in having each a
separate cell, instead of sleeping in one large room,! and in being
all in priest’s orders; while in a monastery, as a rule, but a small
proportion of the monks were in priest’s, or even in deacon’s,
orders. The rule imposed upon them by Pope Innocent II., in
1139, orders them to sleep in separate cells, which are always to
have an opening so that the inside of the room can be seen from
without. Oue of them is to read aloud during diuner-time, to
which reading the canons are to listen in silence. They are all to
meet in the choir to sing the daily offices ; and when onc is cele-
brating Mass the others are to be present. All are to have the
tonsure, aud wear the same dress of black and white hue.

The Collegiate Church.—It should be noted that there are
certain distinet structural differences between the church of a
College of Canons and a monastic church of whatever order.
These differences have been very ably pointed out by J. T, Mick-
lethwaite, F.S.A2

¢ Although in late times monastic and collegiate church plans,
throngh various alteratious, becane very much alike ; yet in their
beginnings they had quite a different origin and developmcut.
1 In later times, i.c., in the 14th and 15th centuries, it became the
custom to divide the monastic Dorters into separate cubicals for each mouk.

2 SBec a paper rcad by him at Bolton Abbey, Lefore the Yorks. Arch,
Asso., Ang. 29, 1877,
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The churches of the mionks, even the earliest we are acquainted
with, are large cruciform buildings, with aisles, and this original
Norman plan was geuerally adhered to through the many later
changes that took place. Canons churches, on the other hand, took
as their model the ordinary parish church—in fact most canons’
churches were parish churches, either from their foundation, as is
the case here, or from having a collegiate foundation added after-
wards, Now the original Norman plan for a parish church, with
very few exceptions, was a building, sometimes with transepts (as
we lhave here) and sometimes without, but in either case with no
aisles.” The tower, if there was one, was nearly always central,
though comparatively few of these remain, either because they have
fallen down, a thing very common with Norman work in spite of
its apparent strength and solidity, or else because they have been
removed on account of the massive piers being too great an
obstruction to a clear view of the altar and choir. In this case
the tower has had a narrow escape ; the picrs show considerable
settlements and are much bent out of the perpendicular.

¢ In adopting this parochial plan for their churches the canons
naturally chose the grander type : namely, that with transepts and
tower, often greatly increasing its scale, but still keeping to the
aisle-less form, Very soon, however, together with the introduction
of the Early English style, aisles became common, even in small
parish churches, and in most cases the canons added what then
began to be considered an almost necessary part of any important
church. But here the canons were stopped by a difficulty ; they
already had their cloister, and perhaps other parts of their collegiate
buildings abutting against one wall of their church (gencrally the
south wall), and so they were obliged to content themselves with
adding an aisle on the vacant side only ; this we find at Bolton,
Eastby, Brinkburn, and many other places. In cases, as at
Ripon, where there was no cloister, they were able to add an aisle
on each side, but this was quite exceptional.” In this church we
have a case where no additions have been made, probably owing to
the fact that the Collegiate Foundation was very soon absorbed
into the great abbey at Gloucester, and so lost its independent
character.  Other instances of somewhat important collegiate
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122 TRANSAUTIONS AT STROUD.

churches never having any aisle added are to be found at Lilleshall,
in Shropshire and Bayham, in Sussex, but they are very rare.

On account, then, of the plan of this church, and without any
other evidence on the subject, we might safely conclude that it
was built, not for a Monastic, but for a Collegiate Foundation.

General Plan.—It will appear at first sight to anyone looking
at this ehurch that its proportions are rather awkward ; the length
being somewhat exeessive in comparison with its breadth ; but it
should be remembered that originally it formed two quite distinet
churches, the part west of the tower being the parochial church,
and the rest, the eastern division, the part appropriated to the
exclusive use of the canons. This division was made by the Rood
screcen in the western arch of the tower, against whicl, in the
middle, stood the high altar of the parish church (‘See n, PI IX)
This altar, from its position immediately under the Rood, was
generally called the Jesus Altar, or Altar of the Holy Rood; on
cach side of this there would be a door, generally locked, which was
used for processions to pass in and out on certain grand festivals.!

This Rood screen formed a complete aud solid division feneing
off' the castern part, including the tower, for the private use of the
canons. Very fcw instances of this partition now exist. Almost
the only examples still remaining are at St. Albans and Walihain
Abbeys, and Boxgrove Priory Church,? It must not be confounded
with the ordinary open Rood screen, which was in every parish
church, simply to form a separation between the nave and chancel.
The ecastern or collegiate part of the church was again divided into
two parts by another screen in the castern arch of the tower;

! These two doors in the Rood sercen are thus described in the ¢ Rites
of Durham,” p. 32:—** Ther was a Trellesdoure which did open and close
with two leves, like unto a falden dor, and above the said dor it was like-
wise trellessed, almoste to the hight of the valt above : and on the highte of
the said trellesse was strieken full of iron pricks, of a quarter of a yerd
long, to th’entent that noue should elyme over it: and was ever more
lockt, and never opened, but of the Holie Daics, or of such daies as there
was any prosession. And the North Rood dor, which was of th’other syde
of the piller, at the north end of Jesus Aler, was never oppened but when
there was any prosession,”

2 Sce a very interesting paper on these divided churches by Mr. E. A,
Freeuran, Arch, Journal, V ol XXXVIL, p. 244,
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(p PL IX ) this screen was called the pulpitum ; on’it wonld be a
gallery from which parts of the service were sung, and in the 15th
century a pair of organs was generally added.! The object of this
screen wag to divide the choir from the tower and transepts, which
thus formed anti-chapels in which altars for low celebrations were
placed. For the sake of giving dignity to the altars in the tran-
septs, it was very common, during that period when the Norman
style was in use, to build semi-circular apses opening out of the
eastern walls of the transepts. This was the case, to take local
instances, at Gloucester, Tewkesbwry (ante page 74, fig. 1) and
Pershore Abbeys. Foundationsof these apses cxist at Leominster,
New Shoreham and Selby, and both the apses themselves are still
in existence at Romsey Abbey Church. In the east wall of the
south transept of this Church there is a blocked archway, and on
the wall outside the marks of a roof, which I have little doubt shows
the position of one of these transeptal apses, Mr. E. A. Freeman
remarks in an interesting article on ¢ Chapels East of Transepts.”?
“1 think whenever we meet with a blocked arch, or the signs of a
gable against the east wall of a Norman transept, we may fairly
set it down as testifying the previous existence of such an apsidal
chapel. Examples occur in Southwell Minster and in Leonard
Stanley Priory, and I may add several more from Susscx.” In this
church we find a very unusual peculiarity : namely, that the south
transept alone had an eastern chapel, there being no signs of any
opening out of the north transept. The only parallel instances I
know of arc at Castle Acre and Deerhurst Priories ; another example
exists at Patrington church, but of the 14th century, not Norman

1 The organ and lectern in the gallery over the pulpitum at Durham
cathiedral are thus described in the ¢ Rites”” p. I4.  *¢ One of the finest paire
of organs did stand over the Quire dore, only opened and played uppon at
principall Feasts, the pipes beinge all of most fine wood and workmanshipp,
very fair, partly gilded uppon the inside and the outside of the leaves and
covers up to the topp, with branches and flowers finely gilted, with the
name of Jesus gilted with gold. There was but two paire more of then: in
all England of the same makinge, one paire in Yorke and another in Panles.
Also tlrere was a Letternc of wood like unto a pulpit standinge and adjoyninge
to the wood organs over the Quire doore, where they had wont to singe the
nine lessons in the old time on principall dayes, standinge with theire faces
towards the High Altar.”

2 Arch. Journ., x1, 137.
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work. The absence however of any window and the fact that the
Norman string-coursc does not run along the castern wall of this
transept, look rather as if it had been contemplated to add on this
side also a projecting chapel like that on the south ; and moreover
the jambs of an archway, carried up only a foot or two, can be
traced on the outside of the wall.

The original Norman plan of this church, which is dedicated to
St. Swithin, Bishop and Confessor, is quite unaltered, except by
the addition of a north porch (see PI.IX ). From the details of the
arches, capitals, &e., it is clear that the church was built during the
first half of the 12th century, without doubt by Roger Berkeley,
at the same time that he founded his College of Canons

Nave.—The nave, the parochial part, is 73" 3” long by 25" 77
wide ; it has its three original doorways, richly ornamented with
chevrony arch mouldings. Of these, one at the west and another
on the north, were for the use of the parishioners, the other, on the
south, which opened into the cloister, (¥, PI.IX ) was for the use
of the canons. The canons had also another door leading from
the eloister into their part of the church (F, P/ IX ) which is one of
the many things that show us how complete was the scparation
between the parochial and collegiate pavts of the church. These
doorways have all one or more orders of shafts, and have claborately
carved arches. That on the north has two ovders of deeply cut
chevrous, and a label enriched with billet moulding and inonsters’
heads for terminations. The label is cut away at the top, and has
a hole in the wall above it probably to fix a lamyp or statuc.  Still
higher above it there is built into the wall an early Norman capital,
carved in relief with three nimbed and bearded figures, with hare
feet, clad in copes, albs, and dalmatics: they scem to be holding
on their knces a long scroll. The bases of the door shafts are
hidden by the pavement ; on the cast jamb there is a consecration
cross of the usual early form, a cross bottony (Pl X., fig 3.) On
the inner arch of this doorway there are traces of painting.

The porch is an addition of the 14th or 15th century.

The west doorway is as richly decorated as that on the nortl,
but the southern one, leading into the cloister, is simpler in design ;
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both these last mentioned doorways have been blocked up ; on the
south the three original Norman windows remain : they are quite
plain, with semi-circular heads, and deep inner splays : their sills
are high above the ground, so as to clear the cloister roof. On the
north two good Decorated windows, and one Perpendicularin date,
have been inserted, and only one, the westernmost of the Norman
windows, remains,

Over the west door a late Perpendicular five-light window has
been inserted, but it has lost its tracery. This insertion of later
windows into Norman churches is almost universal, and probably
arose from the greatly increased use of stained glass, which reached
such a pitch in the 15th century that many churches of that date
are nearly all window, The east end of Gloucester Cathedral is a
striking instance of this. The roof is modern, it is boarded with
deal and is very mean in appearance.

T'ower.—The tower is oblong in plan, being nearly 10 ft. longer
from north to south than from east to west. The plan of the
tower of Bath Abbey church is very similar in its proportions.
The four arches on which the tower stands have two plain square
orders, and are supported by round semi-shafts with cushion capitals,
In all the eight piers small buttresses with very slight projection
have been built in on each side of every pair of shafts (see PL X., fig.2)
They are obviously an addition, as the joints do not range, and
they injure the effect of the engaged shafts by, as it were, sinking
them into the masonry of the jamb. Alarm was probably caused
by settlements in the tower piers, and these buttresses werc added
in the hope of stopping it. They can have been of but little usec for
this, and the two buttresses outside the morth transept appear
equally insufficient to do any real service toward keeping the
tower from falling. Secn from outside, the tower is very massive
and stately ; the staircase, which forms a square projection at the
north-west angle, is carried np above the rest of the tower so as to
form a corner turret (Pl VIIL ; The original accesy to these stairs
was from a doorway in the north-east angle of the nave, but it has
been built up, and another entrance has been broken through from
outside. This is a very common alteration in old towers. Though
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the staircase is square outside it is circular within, A curious
carving of a bull’s head is built in, high up on the west side of the
staircase.

The Belfry is lighted by plain lancct-windows, with curious
triangular-shaped heads inside. The outer part of most of these
windows has been rebuilt in the 14th or 15th century, and the
present cxternal jambs have Perpendicular detail, At the level
of the ringing-chamber the walls are pierced by a sort of triforium,
or passage, in the thickness of the masonry, running all round the
tower.

Bells.—There are four bells hung in a fine oak frame, orna-
mented with mouldings ; on it is eut R.C. 1687.

The bells have the following legends :—

Ist.—(Treble) ofs ALKKL ¢ D3 ¢ CELLS : DABEO :
NOMEX : GALRICLLR.

2nd—ORA : PRO : XOBLS @ + KANETE x
LAY : [XXTT]
" The legends on this bell and the treble are in fine gothic char-
acters, those on No. 2 being crowned. There is a reverse of a
groat impressed on No. 2 after the word XOBIES ; it appears to
be of the time of Edward IIT., but may be later ; it has the usual
type of eross and pellets, with CITLTA L LONDOX and (outer
ring) POIVE - DEYVRN - ADIVTOREH - ULV

The lctters after ¢ ILATEY’ appear to be blundered.

3rd.—LORD BY THY MIGHT + KEEPE 4+ VS +
FROM POOPE + AND + HYPOCRITE + 1678.

dth—(Tenor) § R. P. & W. C. 4 + GEORGE +
WRIGHT + IOHN BARONS CHVRCH + WARDENS

+ 1678 (Upper line) IN + HONOREM + SI PETRI
+ FECIT + FIERI.

The initials on the tenor probably stand for R. Packe and W,
Chapman ; well known bell-founders in the 17th eentury. The

Note.— All these marks (+) in the inscriptions on the 3rd and 4th bells
represent fleurs-de-lis,
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last line was probably copied without alteration from the legend
on an older pre-reformation bell, which would account for the
dedication to a saint, and also perhaps for the false concord of
FECIT.

The roof of the tower has a medium pitch, and is hipped all
ways. A Perpendicular battlement has been added on both the
main tower and the stair-turret (Plate VIIL)

North T'ransept.—This transept has lost its original Norman
windows ; a threelight Perpendicular one has been inserted on
the north, and a two-light Decorated window on the west. The
cast wall is blank, one or more altars probably steod against it
(¢ Pl IX). At the external angles there are buttresses of very
slight projection, little more than pilasters, after the usual Norman
fashion. These return round the corners; there are similar ones
at all the angles of the church, except at the south-west angle of
the south transept, where part of the buttress is omitted to avoid
breaking into the cloister. The doorway on the west of the north
transept is quite modern, the Decorated window over it is clumsily
blocked up. Above the flat ceiling there is a boarded floor, and
the space above ia the roof, as was commonly the custom, has
been used as a columbarium. The walls are full of pigeon-holes
all around, and these have evidently been built with the wall, und
are not later additions. Access to this chamber was given by a
round arched Norman door in the north wall of the tower, leading
from the ringing chamber,

South Transept*—This has the original Norman windows on
the west and south; in the east wall is the large round-headed
archway, mentioned above as probably opening into an apsidal
Chapel (e Pl IX). Near it, to the south, is a single trefoil-headed
piscina of Early English date. Over the arch-way is a triangular-
headed aperture, which formerly opened into the voof of the chapel
beyond. On the west there is a doorway which led into the
cloister, so that the canons could enter their part of the church
without passing through the parochial part.

! There is in the south transept of the church a monument to Dr. John
Crosse, an early Prior, probably about 1190, the inscription upon which
appears to have been :—
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The outer archway is of late Perpendicular date, but the inner
jambs and arch are original.

The main arches from the tower into both transepts are stilted,
so that in spite of their much less span they might range in height
with the east and west tower arches.

Choir.—The archway from the tower into the collegiate choir
differs from the others in having carved capitals and a label-mould
with ball enrichment, and carved monsters’ leads for terminations.
In the jambs there are marks where the high pulpitum or choir
sereen fitted against the engaged shafts (p PL IX).

The choir was originally intended to be groined in two bays
but nothing more than the vaulting shafts were completed. The
middle one on the north hasa semi-circular moulded corbel on each
side of the capital to carry the trausverse ribs; the capital itself is
carved with a fignre of Clrist sitting at a table; He is blessing
two guests, who sit one on cach side, and below is Mary Magdalene,
wiping His feet with her hair. The opposite capital on the south has
a curious carving, the meaning of which is not at first obvious, but
a careful examination shows that it represents the Nativity. The
B.V. Mary is reclining on a bed, a curtain is hung behind her,
and a nimbed angel at her head is drawing it back, The bedstead
is panclled with a sevies of round arches ; small stiff folds on it
represent the mattress, and there are larger folds over for the
quilt. At the foot of the bed there is an ox looking over its
manger, and, in front, the Babe in swaddling clothes, with cruci-
form nimbus, and over it the star. Both these carvings are rather
rude, and there is a strong Byzantine look in the stiff treatment of
the folds of the dvapery.

To the cast of the south wall there is a square aumbry, rebated
for a door (B, Pl IX), and on its Jintel there is a very grotesque
carving of what looks like an ape pulling a lion’s tail and offering

“@ati jacet Hoe tnmulo Doctor Fohn Crogse nominatuy
e Pvior Stanly Sancti fucrat Leowardi
Wune, sancto votulo scribat Beug et fueatur,”?

1 Proc. Cotteswold Naturalists’ Field Club, 1863, p. 10,
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it an apple (see Pl X, fig. 6, & Pl XIT). Grotesque representations
of sacred subjects often occur in mediweval churches, and it is just
possible that this is meant for the Fall of Man, treated in a jesting
manner,

This aumbry appears rather large for the vessels of the altar,
but sometimes the stock of wine and singing bread was kept in a
place like this.! Adjoining this aumbry there is a fine trefoil-
headed double Piscina, of early English date: one basin has six
lobes, the other has four, both are unusually deep (see ¢, L IX
and figs. 1 & 6, Pl X).

There are no sedilia ; it was not till the end of the 12th, or
beginning of the 13th century that these began to be generally
provided. Norman examples are rare, but occasionally are to be
found, as at Monyash Church, Derbyshire, where there are triple
sedilia with shafts, round arches, and stepped seat.

The windows are all Decorated inscrtions, two with two lights
on each side, and one with three lights at the east end ; this last
one occupies the place of three round-headed Norman windows, part
of which can be seen blocked-up outside. All these windows have
fine flowing tracery and shafts, with moulded scoinson arches, the
whole of which have been covered with colourcd decoration, The
capitals of tho cast window are carved with leaves, the rest are
moulded only. These windows were probably inserted a little
after the ycar 1300. A few fragmeuts of Perpendicular stained
glass still remain in the tracery of the east window.

The original Norman string-course, with an cnrichment like a
crinkled ribbon, runs all round the choir.

Paintings.—Among the most interesting things in this church
are the 14th century paintings which have lately been exposed to
view by the removal of many coats of whitewash : unfortunately
they are much damaged, and the greater part completely destroyed.

! ¢“Rites of Durham,” p. 1. “* Next the said altar there was an almery
set, wherein singing bread and wine were usually placed: at which the
Sacristan of the Abbey caused his servant or scholar daily to give attend-
ance, from six of the clock in the morning till high mass was ended, from
out thereof to deliver singing-bread and wine to those who assisted the
monks to celebrate and say mass.”

Vol. V. part. 1. K
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On the cast wall, north of the window, there is a life-sized figuro
of an angel, kuceling and holding a sceptre; the figure is drawn
with a red outline, the sceptre is yellow, and the dress red, lined
with green ; the figure on the other side is lost ; it probably repre-
sented the B.V, Mary, the subject being the Annunciation,

All the figures are now very indistinet and are rapidly
bécoming more so; a great deal of the colouring has fallen off,
leaving only the red outline, and exposing the conventional pattern
which appears to have covered all the wall surface of the choir,
the figures being painted over it. This design consists of rect-
angular spaces formed by double red lines like the joints of
masonry ; in cach space is a flower ornament, with red stalks and
blue blossoms ; the ground is white (see Il X, fig. 5).

All over the window jambs and arches there is a graceful
flowing pattern of scrolls and flowers, also in red and bluc; it is
drawn with a very frec hand, and makes no regular repeats (see
Pl X, fig. 4).

On the east jamb of the north-cast window there is a standing
figure, life-size, clad in flowing drapery, and lolding in his left
hand the model of a chureh, to which he points with his right ;
lie has no nimbus, and possibly represents Roger Berkelcy, tho
founder of the church. On the other jumb of this window there
is a figure with a scroll, but this one and those on the opposite
window on the south are so much defaced that it is impossible to
decipher them. Nothing but a dim outline remains,

On the south, close to the choir arch, there is a figure of a
knight in armour with folded hands; only the upper part remains,

The choir arch still retains some of its coloured decoration ; on
the west sides of both orders there is a flowing pattern in red, and
the soffit is ornamented with broad bands interlacing and forming
lozenges, on which are painted single-turrctted castles. The
colours used are red, white, chocolate, and yellow, interchanged.
Thesc are not frescoes, but tempera paintings, done with size or
egg medium. The colours used appear to be those commonly
employed in medimval wall paintings: viz, lime for the white ;
ochre for the yellow ; hrmatite (amatito) for the red ; and copper,
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or, perhaps, cobalt' for the blue, which, as is usually the case, has
much deteriorated.

The choir roof is formed of rough undressed timbers, and, like
the tower and transepts, has under it a flat plaster ceiling.

Fittings,—The nave is filled with modern high pews in deal.
The pulpit is made up of fragments of fine oak panels, covered
with Perpendicular tracery, probably part of the old woodwork in
the stalls or scrcen. A very richly ornamented sounding board, of
Jacobean date, is now lying in the north transept.

The font, with its oak cover, dates from the early part of the
last century.

The choir seats and book-boards are of 17th century work,
with turned ballusters ; they have been lately taken down, and
their old arrangement destroyed.

Lich-gate.—At the north entrance to that part of the church-
yard which is still undesecrated there is a small lich-gate of no
great antiquity.

Collegiate Buildings.—Outside the Church but little remains
of the Collegiate Buildings. The extent of the cloister is shown
by the corbels which supported its roof along the south wall of
the nave.

The Prior’s house is said, but incorrectly, to have stood on the
site of the present Manor house, which was built in the last cen-
tury a few feet to the south of the south transept: part of the
cellars are of much earlier date ; they are plainly vaunlted in stone,
and probably belonged fo the Priory. The most usual position
for the Prior’s house in a College of Canons was towards the
south-west angle of the nave; and there is clear evidence that
this was the case here. ~ The dorter, frater, and other parts of the
domestic buildings must have stood in the present open space south
and west of the cloister, but no trace of them remains above ground.

Priory Chapel.—The most interesting relic of the Priory is
a Chapel, which still exists, (see Plate XI.) though in a sadly
mutilated and ruined state. It probably adjoined the Prior’s house.
It is a plain rectangular building, about 55 ft. by 16 ft. 6 ins

inside. The walls are apparently Norman, though nothing remains
K2
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to prove this except the doorway on the north side (g, Pl XI)
and the character of the masonry. All the windows are later in-
sertions. A great part of the side walls have been broken away
to convert the chapel into a barn, but there still remain the whole
of the three-light east window, and onc window with two lights on
the north, as well as the jambs of two other side windows; all
these have fine Decorated tracery. There have also been inserted
in the north wall towards the west of the chapel, two low, square-
headed windows, of late Perpendicular date, very domestic in
style, one with threc lights, (p, PI. XT) and the other single;
the latter is inserted in the masonry that blocks up the north
Norman doorway.—(g, Pl X1.) -

The object of these windows, T am quite at a loss to explain.
They are very low, as if, to allow people to look into the chapel
from an adjoining room, but they are too far west to command a
view of the altar.

Sonth of the altar the piscina still remains, and a little west
of it, about ten feet from the floor, there is a rectangular opening
in the wall, filled on the inside with an oak slab, about 1/, 10”
higl,' by 1. 3" wide, picrced with a rudely cut quatrefoil, below
which are two round holes 4", in diameter, (see Pl XI, ¢ & fig. 2).
I can suggest no explanation of the use of this, unless, possibly,
it may have been to show a “Poor soul’s light” through,

Further away to the south-west the very large and handsome
Priory tithe barn still stands. It has a two-light window with
Decorated traeery in the end towards the church, and, lower down,
in the same wall, a small cusped one-light window, and an arched
doorway. There arc but foew instances of a barn with a handsome
tracericd window like this, yet, it is evident that the building was
always meant for a barn and has not been diverted from its ori-
ginal purpose.

The Priory Chapel, is now deseerated by being used as a cow-
liouse, and the greater part of the churchyard, in spite of its being
conscerated ground and the property of the Church which it sur-
rounds, is turned into a dung-yard,.farm-cne]osurc, and private
garden.





