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CHEPSTOW CASTLE.
By GEO. T. CLARK, F.S.A.

It requires but little knowledge of military operations to perceive
that the river Wye, at the lower part of its course, is the natural
frontier of the country to its westward, along which resistancc
might be made, with much advantage, against an invader from
the east ; here, accordingly, the Silurian tribes scem to have taken
their stand against the Roman legions, and to have formed their
entrenchment upon the crest of the high ground on the right bank
of the river, a little above its confluence with the Severn, Their
carthwork, modified by subsequent Roman occupation, and called
by later gencrations ¢ The Bulwarks,’ is supposed to be the original
¢ Estrighoel’ or ¢ Ys Traigyl,’ the castle of the crooks of the Wye,
a name which, by a trifling change in sound and of place, came to
be applied to the later Striguil The camp is, however, but a
frontier outwork, for the capital of Gwent and of the Silures,
known by the natives as Cacrgwent, and by the Romans as Venta
Silurum, was placed about four miles to the westward, where its

remains, now of a purcly Roman character, aro still to be scen.

As the Romans apprehended no enemies in their rear, they do
not scem to have fortified the passage of the river by any work of
consequence, but adopted Cacrgwent, or Caerwent, as their local
capital. The two great roads of the district, that fromn Gloucester
through the iron works of Dene Forest, and that from Bath by
Bitton and the Old Passage, united a little to the cast of the
Wye, and crossed that river about a mile-and-a-half above the
camp, and thence reached Caerwent. Long after the retirement
of the Romans, when the Britons had again recovered their ancient
territory, and had again to retreat before an advancing foe, the
\Vye became once more a contested frontier. The English, indeed,
pushed their conquests far beyond the river, and have left traces

which prove a more than temporary occupation of Gwent. DBut
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tho ficrco resistance of the Welsh was not without its cffect, and
the Mercian Offa threw up his celebrated Dyke, more as a civil
boundary than a military defence, along the left or English bank
of the river, where it is still, though with difficulty, to be traced.

Chepstow is, no doubt, of English origin, and its position on
the further bank of the river shews it was meant as a ¢ Tote du
Pont,’ to cover at all times the dangerous passage from the English
bank. Whether the castle mentioned in Domesday was an English
work, contemporary with, and intended for the protection of, the
town, is uncertain, but the position now occupied by the Norman
castle is such that the townspcople could not safely have left it un-
occupied. The town of Chopstow is built upon a tract of land
falling towards the south and cast, and contained within, and pro-
tected by, a bold curve of the Wyc, the chord of which, about a
thousand yards in length, is the line of the town wall, much of
which remains in fair preservation. Within, the river margin is
convenient for shipping, but outside of the town, to the north, the
ground rises sharply, so that the river bauk is a cliff of rock of
great height.  This rock is separated from the town by a deep and
broad ravine, and is occupicd by the Oastle, which is thus outside
the town. It would scem, however, that a branch from the town
wall, at its north-west angle, crossed the head of the ravine, and
so connccted the town with the Castle, completing the defence of
both from the landward or western side.

The Castle thus occupics a tongue of rock, about 250 yards
cast and west, by from 30 to 70 yards north and south. Its
northern and impregnable defence is a rugged cliff of limestono
rock, which rises out of the decp and rapid Wye, while to the
south is the broad ravine, which descends towards the river, and
intervenes between the Castlo and the town. At its western end,
or root, the tongue widens considerably, and here a double line of
ditch has been quarried in the rock, conneeting the ravine and the
river cliff, and strengthening the defence of the Castle on its most
cxposcd front. As the rock falls rather sharply to the cast, that
end of the Castle is the lowest by 50 or 60 feet and to the wost
the ground continues to risc till it forms part of the high mountain
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limestone tract of the district. Immediately west of the Castle
ditch is a rather spacious platform, tolerably level, which could
scarcely have been left undefended, although it was marked by no
very decided traces of works, either in earth or masonry.

The Castle is oblong in plan, something of the type of Conway.
Rather west of its centre rises the lofty and severe outline of the
Norman Keep. To its west end is appended the Upper ward, and
beyond this the Barbican. Below, but also appended to the Keep,
is the Middle, and below, or cast of this, the Lower ward, in which
is the principal entrance. Each of these wards, and the Barbican,
extend across the whole breadth of the fortress, so that they are
entered one through the other, and thus each of them abuts north-
ward upon the cliff, and the southern wall of each, with that of
the Keep, forms a part of the front of the Castlo towards the
town. The Keep does not extend completely across from the
south front to the cliff, but to within 10 to 18 feet of it, this
space being occupied by a gallery which communicates between

the Upper and Middle wards. (See Plan, Plate I.)

The great gateway, flanked by two drum towers, is placed at
the cast cnd, very necar the river. To its south, forming the
south-cast angle of the fortress, is the grand structure, known as
Marten’s or Bigod’s tower, and beyond, between it and the Keep,
are two half-round towers, also upon the wall, and rising a story
above it. Beyond and above the XKeep are the remains of a rect-
angular mural tower, which marks the division between the upper
ward and the Barbican, and still further, at the south-western
angle, is a considerable drum tower, beyond which, close to the
cliff, is the gatehouse of the Barbican. Dividing these several
wards one from the other, arc three cross curtains with gateways,
so that to pass in at onc end of the place, and out at the other,
five gateways had to be traversed, if not six.

The Lower ward contains the Great Gatehouse, Marten’s Tower,
and a large group of domestic buildings placed on the edge of the
clifit. The Middle ward has a three-quarter round tower upon
its castern cross wall, a second tewer, already mentioned, at the
junction of this wall with the main curtain, and a third tower, also
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nicntioned, and placed upon that curtain,  The Keep has attached
to it a gateway and short curtain, closing the lower end of the
gallery of communication ; and there was probably a sccond gate,
beneath a tower, now removed, at the upper end of the gallery. The
upper ward has an oblong rectangular tower upon its cross curtain,
flanking the upper gateway, and which occupies most of that cur-
tain, and ends upon the main curtain. DBeyond this is the cross
ditch which divides the Castle proper from the Barbican., This
latter work is of unusual size, and is included within the main
ditch of the place. It has the drum tower, mentioned above, at
its south-west angle, and a rectangular gatehouse. There were
other buildings in various parts of the Castle, some for domestic
purposes, otlhiers mere barracks of which only the foundations
remain, and which were evidently of a subordinate character.

The KEEP is a very remarkable building, and, in some res-
pects, a singular one. It is intended, in plan, for a parallclogram,
but is not quite truly sct out ; its breadth at the west end being
40 ft., and at the east end 42 ft., while the south side is 102 ft.,
and the north side 105 ft. The walls also are of unequal thickness ;
the south or exterior wall being 9 ft. at one end and 5 ft. at the
other, the north wall 4 ft. throughout, the cast end wall 8 ft. and
the west end wall 7 ft.  The Keep is built upon a scalp of moun-
tain limestone, falling castwards about 10 ft. in the length of the
building ; hence the walls vary considerably in the levels of their
bases ; and the plinth shewn at the lower end is concealed by the
soil, or altogether wanting at the upper. Each face is broken by
pilasters of 2 ft. 5 in. to 2 ft. 7 in. broad, and 8 to 12 inches pro-
jection, and so placed at the flanks as to convert their junction
into a nooked or re-entering angle. At cach end is an inter-
mediate pilaster, three in all on cach face, and upon each side, are
four such, six in all. The original building had certainly onc
upper floor, up the wall of which the pilasters were continued,
though some of them are now stopped by windows and cut away,
Tlhiree-fourths of the north wall of this upper floor remain to its
full height, and at its cast end are fragments of a turret ; the west
wall also remains. The pilasters are continued up these sccond
floor walls, and terminato in & plain parapet with a cornice of a
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and placed within drop arched recesses, and one has a stone scat.
In the western jamb of the other is a small shoulder-hcaded door-
way, whenee a straight mural stair ascends to the roof. This
door and the stair arc contained within a picr and a half arch,
bracketted out into the chamber. The stair is lighted by an
external loop. At the end of that part of the gallery which
belongs to the HMall the spandrell of the cross arch was pierced
by a small doorway, one jamb of which remains, and which gave
nccess from the cast gallery to a continuation of it, west of the
arch, against the north wall of the withdrawing room. Here,
also, arc two windows, each of two lights, trefoiled, with tran-
soms, and with quatrefoils in the head; and west of these o
small high-pointed doorway, which now leads nowhere, but was
cvidently intended ,to open upon the roof of the tower which
contained the upper gate of the passage of communication between
the upper and middle wards. The object of this great gallery
was to give a passage to the staircase lcading to the roof, and to
the door opening upon the upper gate tower, now destroyed.
Scveral brackets connected with the principals of the roof remain
in the north wall, and at_the north-cast angle is a large bust as a
corbel. There is also a hole in the cast wall, as for a becam of
the gallery. The wall of this upper part scems to be mainly
late Norman, of the date of the wall on which it rests; but the
gallery and the rampart staircase aro afterthoughts, for the win-
dows belong to the Decorated period.

The masonry and material of this keep deserve closo attention.
Outside, on the south, the basc is composed of large squared
blocks of old red sandstone, more or less pebbly, and laid with
open joints. At the west end, the stones are similar, 2 ft. to
2 ft. 6 in. long, and ncarly a foot high, with from 2 to 3 feet of
bed. They arc rough and open-jointed, but make sound work, and
are good examples of Norman masonry. The mortar has fallen
out of the joints, and spawls of mountain-limestone have been
inscrted at some later period.  Higher up, the work is chiefly
sound rubble, but the quoins aud pilasters arc mostly of a buff
coloured material, resembling Magnesian limestone, and the joints
arc fincr than below., At a little above the first floor level, along
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the east, south, and west sides, is a band of four courses of
Roman bricks, large, flat, and of a bright red, no doubt derived
from some adjacent Roman building. Higher up, where ashlar
oceurs, it is excellent and ‘close-jointed, and apparently of Bath
stone. The older part of the keep is mainly of sandstone, whereas
in the upper part, and throughout the rest of the Castle, limestone
largely preponderates. The large sandstone blocks, like the bricks,
- were probably brought from some Roman work. When used in the
pilasters they were rather short, and arc eked out by tiles, appa-
rently Roman, set on edge and inserted between them, This shews
they had already been used.

The basement of the keep has the appearance of carly work,
owing, probably, to the employment of Roman material ; but it
gcems more probable that the actual date is half a century or so
after the Conquest, and that the original building included tho
walls, as they now stand, up to the summit, and contained a base-
ment for stores, and a large hall above, probably with a high roof,
but flat ceiling. Then, late in the Early English period, probably
in the reign of Henry the IIL., this hall was divided into two parts,
various windows inserted, and the whole covered by a grand open
roof. Also the arcade was closed up. Next, in the Decorated
period, late in the reign of Edward the I., the entrance staircase
was raised as a well. A gallery was added high up in the new
hall, a staircase leading to the roof inserted in the north wall, and
some new and large windows opened at the gallery level.  In this
state tho Hall probably remained so long as the Castle was a
baronial seat, perhaps till its dismantling by Parliament.

Tho GALLERY, or passage, occupies the narrow space that inter-
venes between the keep and the edge of the cliff. As the face of
the rock is irregular the passage is narrowed from 13 ft. to 9 ft.
in breadth, On the one side is the keep, with its ground floor
door, and the apertures of its loops; on the other a wall, 3 ft. G in,
thick, and about 20 ft. high, and pierced by seven openings,
2 ft. 3 in, wide, about 4 ft. high, and 5 ft. 10 in. apart, and rather
obtusely pointed. They are quite plain, mere openings in the
wall, about 4 ft. above the ground. At the lowcr end the passage



62 TRANSACTIONS AT CLEPSTOW,

is closed by a cross wall, 5 ft. thick, in whicl is a doorway of 6 ft.
opening, with an cquilateral arched head, and rcbates for doors
opening inwards ; this is of Decorated date. There is no port-
cullis, but the wall hag a rampart walk and parapet. At the upper
end of the gallery, beyond the seventh opeuing, are traces of an
upper gatoway, beneath what must have been a small square tower,
added in the Decorated period, and which was entered from the first
floor and wooden gallery by two doors, alrcady mentioned. The
lower of those doors, no doubt, led through the tower, upon the
flat roof of the passage, which looked down upon the river; the
upper door opened upon the roof of the tower.

The upper gate led into the UppEr Warp, a court about 33
yds. long by 14 yds. broad. Therc is a low, looped wall, which
appears to have been rebuilt, along the edge of the cliff. At the
upper or west end of this ward is a cross curtain, 6 ft. thick,
mostly built upon. In it, ncar the cliff, is a gateway of 8 ft.
opcning, with a rebate for a door. The masoury is close-jointed
and good, and sccms of Decorated date, but may, possibly, be very
late Norman. To the north of the gate is a mural garderobe, and
in the angle are traces of a small building. South of the gate, on
the wall, is an oblong building, rectangular, or ncarly so, which
projects outwards 12 fect, flanking the gate. The building, 26 ft.
by 43 ft., was probably for the accommodation of the garrison. Its
upper floor was a hall, of which there still remain four windows,
two to the west, looking into the Barbican, onc to the north flank-
ing the gateway, and one to the south, in the main curtain. These
windows arc lancet, of onc light, plain, and sct in large flat-
pointed recesses, the angles of which are worked in two hollows,
and a keel-shaped bead,  The south end of this hall projects 4 ft.
beyond the line of the main curtain, with the ramparts of which
it communicated cach way, and an arch, probably a sewcr, now
blocked up, fromn the kitchen and garderobes, opened into the main
ditch. The main curtain is here 13 ft. thick, and hag a parapet
and rere wall, about 6 ft. high. This wall abuts against the keep,
but has 1o bond with it. It has been much altered, and the wall
of the small hall scems an insertion.  Near the keep there is more
sandstonc, and the stones are larger.  There are traces of cxtensive
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buildings covering the south side of this ward, and abutting against
the keep and the main curtain, but not bonding into either. On
the west front of this ward, at the foot of its west wall, and,
thercfore, within the Barbican, is a ditch about 12 feet decp, quar-
ried in the rock, reaching from the main ditch to the face of the
cliff. In this is a light pier of masonry, and over it a wooden
bridge 22 ft. long, no doubt representing a former drawbridge.
This ditch is crossed by the main curtain, here 9 ft. thick, and in
it is a round-headed doorway, of 5 ft. opening, quite plain, with a
rebate for a door. Ou the outer face of this postern is a drop arch.
It is evident that this ward was at one time the outer defence of
the Castle on this, its most exposed front. One can scarcely sup-
pose the keep to have been intended to have been left open on this
side, and, though decidedly an addition to the keep, it was prob-
ably a very early onc; still there is in it, at this time, no absolutely
certain trace of Norman work, and little that could, with certainty,
be pronounced to be Early Englisl.

The BarbicaxN, which now covers, and has been added to, the
upper ward, is, in truth, an additional ward. It isin plax a sort
of quadrant; the wall of the upper ward, and the cliff forming
the two sides, and the main or exterior curtain, the are. It is
about 27 yds. long, or from gate to gate, and about the same at the
broadest part. The outer wall is 7 ft. thick, and is pierced by
three loops at ncar the ground level. The outer gatehouse is a
rectangular tower, 28 ft. broad by 20 ft. deep, pierced by an
inner door, near the outer end a portcullis, and between them two
chases in the vault for screens, but without lateral or guiding
grooves. The outer portal is recessed below a very lofty arch,
round-headed, and above this are openings for the chains of the
drawbridge, which must have been of unusual length. In this
arch, and, therefore, in front of the gate, are ¢meurtrieres.” The
crooked groove in the wall for the hecl of the drawbridge is 6 ft.
above the present floor, and rescmbles similar grooves at Caerphilly.
The porteullis grooves stop about G fect above the level of the
present road, so that either the old road must have been at that
level, which is very improbable, or the grate must have had prongs
6 ft. long. The gatchouse has a portcullis chamber above, and
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above that a second story, with a floor of timber, and with siall
windows all round; also a garderobe, and a door from the great
curtaiu.

On the curtain, at the bend to the southi-west, is a three-quarter
drum tower, 32 ft. across, and of 19 ft. projection, having £ Ioops
in the basement, and the samnc in the upper floor. The bascment
is now filled with carth, no doubt put therc during the last sicge.
The rampart walle passes through the upper floor. Thero was a
well-stair in the gorgo, commencing at tho upper floor level. A
wall of the age of this tower ran from its west face across the
main ditch, and scems to have abutted upon the wall which ecrossed
the great ravine, extending from the town wall to the counter-scarp
of the ditch of the upper gate. The whole of the masonry of the
Barbican is of very inferior quality, and of onc date, probably very
lato Decorated or Perpendicular.

Returning castwards, through the Barbican, upper ward, and
keep gallery, we reach the western half of the fortress, and cnter
tho middle ward.

The MippLE WaARD, that next below the keep, isin plan a trun-
cated triangle, 9 yds. broad at the upper or end next the keep, and
23 yds. at the lower end. It is 28 yds. long. Towards the clift
it has a low looped wall, of late date, and on the south the main
curtain, 14 ft. thick, and strengthencd inside by 6 clumsy irregular
counter-forts. Steps from the keep platform Iead up to the ram-
parts. On this curtain, which has no bond with the keep, is a
half-round mural tower, 30 ft. diameter, of which the basement,

- with threo loops, is filled up with cartly, as is its sewer, the outlet
of which is visible. The upper floor opens on the rampart by
small round-headed doors, of Decorated date. This floor is also
picrced with three loops, and in the east end of the tower, where
it joins the curtain, a well-stair lcads to the battlements. The
masonry of this tower looks later than that of the contiguous cur-
tains, into which it scems to have been inserted, with about six
feet of wall on either side. At the lower cnd of this ward is &
cross curtain, 8 ft. thick, by which it is defended from the outer,
or lower ward. This curtain was pierced near the ground level
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by several loops, 6 ft. long and 2 inches wide, terminating below
in an oillet. Some of these are gone, others are blocked up, and
the wall has been much pulled about. In it are three or four large
recesses, round-headed, and which may be of late Norman date.
They have, however, been cut into and much obscured in Tudor
times, and it is now difficult to ascertain what they really were ;
also buildings, now removed, have been raised against the wall on the
outside. In this curtain, near the cliff, is a gateway of good ashlar,
with a pointed arch. It is flanked on the south by a handsome
drum tower, 29 ft. diammeter, with a looped basement and two
upper floors. This is either of Decorated or Early English date,
but it has been remodelled inside in the Tudor period. TIts base-
ment seems always to have been a kitchen. The entrance door,
round-headed, is in the middle ward, and near it a door and well-
stair in the curtain leading to its upper floors. At the junction of
this cross-wall with the main curtain is another drumn tower,
99 ft. diamecter, the basement of which was entered from the
middle ward, but is now altered, and entered from the lower ward.
The new door is an enlargement of one of the old loops. The
upper floor of this tower is pierced like the rest by the rampart
walk. Below is a small sewer under a segmental arch.

The entrance door, though mixed up with much Decorated
work, has a very late Norman aspect, and this ward is probably
but little later than the keep, and of the Norman period. It
was the exterior defence of the keep to the cast, as the upper
ward was to the west. The drum towers and, perhaps, the gate-
way, secem to have been additions to this ward, made in the Early
English, or Early Decorated, period.

The Lower WARD is the most spacious of all, and the most
jealously defended. It is irregularly four-sided, about 34 yards.
long by 24 yds. broad. At the cast end, close to the cliff, is the
great gateway, the main entrance to the Castle, and the south-cast
angle is capped and fully occupied by Marten’s tower. The cur-
tain between them is 9 ft. thick, and about 60 ft. high. Beyond
Marten’s tower to the capping tower of the middle ward, the cur-

tain is a somewhat extraordinary piece of work, heing 18 ft. thick,
Vol. VL, part 1. F
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and composed of two stout walls, the space between being filled up
with carth. Its height is nearly that of the first floor of Marten’s
tower, whenee a door, with steps, opens upon the rampart wallk,
which is about 12 ft. wide, with an unusually high parapet and
rere wall,  This curtain scems of the age of Marten’s tower, and
is traversed by a passage, 6 ft. wide, the segmental head of which
appears just above ground. It was, perhaps, a postern, but at
prescut looks, from the outside, more like one of the broad open-
ings used after the introduction of artillery. A large part of the
outer wall of this curtain fell in or about the year 1873-4, and was
rebuilt. Probably this part was breached in the last siege, and then
rebuiltin a very slovenly way., The recent repairs are exceuted in
good taste and in a very substantial and creditable manner.

Marten’s tower is, after the keep, the most striking feature in
the Castle. It isin plan a half-round, 42 ft. diameter, with pro-
longed sides. It has a bold projection outside the wall, rising from
a squarc basc, 42 ft. broad by 52 ft. decp, with pyramidal or spur-
Luttresses, cut obliquely, and applied to the two outer angles. The
inner part, or gorge, projects 5 ft. on the inner face of the curtain.
The outer wall of this tower is 12 ft. thick, the gorge wall 14 ft.
This tower has a bascment, three floors, and it had a floor at the
battlement level. The basement is a mere dark pit, without loops,
and of no great depth, probably never used, even for a dungeon.
Above this is the ground floor, rather low, the floor of which was at
the ward level.  This had three loops towards the ficld, in very
low pointed recesses, and was entered by a straight passage in the
gorge from the main door. In the wall arc two fire-places, close
together, why it is diflicult to say, for there is not space even for a
partition between them. Oncisrude and plain,and probably original ;
the other, smaller, has fittings of Tudor date. Possibly both flues
arc original. The cutrance door has a flat-pointed arch, of five
plain chamfered members, receding at an angle of 459 the door
being in the bottom of a deep recess. Before the door is a port-
cullis, worked from the window recess of the first floor. Within
the passage, on the left, a side door opens into a well-stair of 8 ft.
diamcter, which rises to the summit and communicates with cach

{loor.
[ 4
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The sccond and third floors were state-rooms, lofty and much
alike, Each has a large window rccess in the gorge, with a flat
segmental vault supported by four ribs. In cach floor the original
window has been replaced by a miserable Tudor window of four
lights, with transoms. The lower window has oak mullions and is
plain ; the mullions of the upper one are of stone, and the lights of
each tier are cinque-foil headed. The original window recesses wero
pointed, but when the present windows were inserted, the pointed
arch was filled up with masonry, and a segmental vault, with ribs,
introduced. The sccond floor has three loops, in pointed recesses,
towards the ficld, and at its south-west angle is a mural garderobe.
The third floor has two lancet windows towards the field, with
pointed recesses and stone seats. From this floor a small door
opens on the south curtain, and has a small portcullis. A similar
door on the north side opens into a small chamber, directly under
the oratory, and has remarkably elegant lancet windows on either
side. From this chamber a portcullised door opens on thc curtain,

A few steps above the third floor level, the staircase opens
into an oratory. This is a small chamber, 18 ft. by 9 ft. in plan,
placed on the curtain, Its west end, in which is the door, is cut
off obliquely. Initisa small fire-place. The cast, or altar, window,
which is, in truth, more nearly north, a graceful lancet, is much
mutilated, but scems to have heen of two lights. Its rceess is
flanked by a band of octo-petalous flowers, very Loldly, but very
dclicately, undercut, a development of, but by no means an improve-
ment upon, the dog tooth or the ball-flower. Above is a drip-stone
of great delicacy. In the south wall is a small piscina, acutely
pointed and trefoiled ; but the head is solid, the actual recess being
flat-topped. There is no bracket remaining. In the north and
south walls are lancet windows, in acutcly pointed recesses, with
freely-cut mouldings and dripstones, and the window seats are hol-
lowed as half-rounds, as though for seats. Near the entrance the
floor was of stonc, and in it is a chase for the ascent of the portcullis
from below. Tle part on which the altar rested was raised a step,
and was of timber. The roof of the oratory was open, of timber,
leaded ; its pitch was low, so as to be concealed by the battlements.

All the floors of Marten’s tower were of timber, and arc now gone.
.
F 2
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A few steps above the level of the oratory the staircase ceascs,
and a passage opens upon the battlements of the tower, ending in
a small doorway ; from hence the plan of the tower is well seen,
with its half round bow, and prolonged and flattened sides, and
the straight chord towards the ward. The wall is 9 ft. thick, the
parapet 2 ft. 6 in., the rere wall 1 ft. 9 in., and the rampart
walk 4 ft. 9 in. The roof of the oratory projects about 12 ft. on
the north side, and to the south is a projection of 6 ft. for tho
working of the portcullis above the door leading to the south
curtain. The parapet, carried all round, is pierced towards the
ficld by ten openings, of which five are open embrasures, and
five arc loops in the merlons, and over cach loop is a stone
warrior, as at York, Alnwick, and Bothal. The rampart walk
ig reduced in places to 3 ft. 3 in., caused partly by the fact that
though the interior of the tower is rounded, the rere wall is poly-
gonal. This wall, as at Coningsborough and Coucy, inclosed a
chamber at the rampart level, which here was entered by a door,
3 ft. 4in. wide in the middle of the bow, and had two fire-places
on the north side. This wall probably rosc about 6 ft., and was
covercd by a roof, the eaves of which dripped into the rampart
walk. The roof was polygonal towards the ficld, but the remainder
was an ordinary low-pitched roof, and. abutted upon a gable, which
tops the gorge wall.

The inner face of the tower, towards the Ward, presents a
handsonic clevation. It is flat, and projects a little from the cur-
tain. In the centre, at the base, is its deeply-recessed door. Above
are the two large Tudor windows, and two long loops, marking the
course of the staircase. Above, upon a plain string, is the parapct,
with three embrasures and two loops in the two very broad merlons.
Above all, rises the low-pitched gable of the garrct story, which
scems to have been added, as it closes the central embrasure.
Right and left of the outer embrasures, the walls rise to the height
of the central gable, and arc prolonged laterally on one side to
cover the roof of the chapel, on the other, to a less extent, to cover
the side door to the curtain. The loops, both of this tower and
the adjacent gatchouse, arc on a large seale.  They are, in figure,
a Latin cross with square ends, save at the lower limb, which ter-
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minates in a large oillet.  Others have had a circular hole cut at
the intersection of the limbs, evidently to allow the use of a

musquetoon, or wall gun.

The curtain between Marten’s tower and the gatchouse is a
very remarkable piece of work, from its unusual height and thick-
ness.  Unfortunately it is in a state of great decay, and an exam-
ination of its upper part is impracticable. The rampart walk on
‘allure’ is covered by both parapet and rere wall, and in the
former are alternate embrasures and loops, as in Marten’s tower.

The Great Gatchouse, never a pattern of excellent masonry, is
in great decay, and much of its inner part is gone. It was com-
posed in front of two drum towers of unequal size. The larger, 30ft.
in diameter, abuts upon the curtain towards Marten’s tower, and
communicated with its battlements. The smaller, 25 ft. diameter,
stands on the edge of the cliffl. They arc lofty, and pierced with
very long loops, and between them is the great gateway of the
Castle. Its arch is scgmental, and high above it is a similar arch,
thrown forward. Flanking loops defend the approach, and just
within the arch is a porteullis. Close behind this are the doors, of
oak plank, spiked upon a cross-barred frame of the same material,
probably of the 16th century. Behind the door is a second port-
cullis. The entrance passage is gone, and with it the whole of the
back part of the gatehouse, and the inner gateway, with its defences.
To the north, and connected with the smaller tower, are the prin-
cipal domestic buildings. These occupy nearly the whole north
side of the ward, being placed between it and the river cliff. Most
conspicuous in the group is the hall, having two large windows
of two lights, trofoiled, with a quatrefoil in the head, one looking
into the ward and onc upon the river. The roof was of open
timber work. Projecting from the end of the hall, on its south
side, is an oratory, vaulted in two bays, with a good cast window
towards the ward, and a well-stair ascending to the roof. Under
a part of the hall is a cellar, vaulted in three bays, having at
one end, towards the river, a sort of hatchh with an arrangement
for raising and lowering stones from a boat. At the west end
of the hall are doorways, and passages leading to the pantry,
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buttery, cellars, and kitchen, and above these passages arce
various chambers, some vaulted, and, unfortunately for an exam
ination, still inhabited, and fitted up with plaster and wooden
partitions. The kitchen is very spacious and lofty, and has had an
open roof; its windows open towards the ward, and have been
lengthened and otherwise altered, and some corbels projecting from
the wall secmn to lave supported two rows of wooden gallerics
against the outside of the wall. The kitchen is connceted with
the north tower of the gatchouse, the basement of which may
have been a coal cellar, or woodliouse, or some such appendage.

There was an cxterior wall flanking the approach on the south
side, bonded into the large gate tower, no doubt intended to protect
the drawbridge and causeway leading to it. The approach to the
Castle from the town must have opened near tho river, and a pond
there remaining was probably a part of its outer defence. No
doubt there was also a road from the upper gate of the town, that
whicli is still standing, to the upper gate of the Castle.

An cxamination of the exterior of the great curtain and its
towers, shews Norman features not seen within the wards, and
which thirow light on the age of certain of the parts.

The oldest part of the Castle, and, indeed, the only part having
distinet Norman features, is the keep, gencrally attributed to Earl
William Fitz Osbern. DMore probably, however, judging from
internal cvidence, its builder was Gilbert de Clare, a nephew of
the founder of Tintern Abbey, who died 1149, Though the keep
is older than the contiguous wards, it could scarcely have been in-
tended to stand alone. These, therefore, probably formed part of
the original design, and were added soon after the completion of
the kcep, though whether in the Norman or Early English period
it is diflicult to say. The mural towers, at least, scem of the later
period, if not Early Decorated. The lower courses of the curtain
wall next to the keep resemble it both in material and workman-
ship, but they do not bond into it.

The next step seems to have been the alteration of tlie interior
of the keep ; the construction of a hall and withdrawing roows.
This was probably effected by the Earls Mareschal, during the reign
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of Henry ITL, when their power was at its height.  Probably the
actual builder was William Mareschal the elder, early in the 13th
century. He married, in 1189, Isabel daughter and heir of Richard
Strongbow, and dicd in 1219, The lower ward, with Marten’s
tower may have been his work, or that of his successor William
Mareschal the younger, to whom may be attributed the gallery in
the hall, the domestic apartments, and various Decorated windows
inserted in the after walls. The Barbican is a little later. Thero
is littlo save a window or two of the Tudor period, and indeed tho
settlement of Wales by Edward the 1st rendered Welsh castles of
comparatively small importance, and but few were kept in repair.

The gallent defence of the Castle against the Parliamontary
forces was undertaken in haste, and the most exposed towers scem,
on that occasion, to have been strengthened by filling their base-
ments with carth.

The name of Chepstow does not occur in Domesday, but it is
there recorded that the ¢ Castellum de Estrighoiel feeit Willielmus
Comes, ct cjus tempore reddebat XL solidos tantum de navibus in
silvam euntibus. Tempore vero Rogeri [Comitis] filii cjus reddidit
ipsa villa xvi libros et medictatem habebat Radulphus de Limesi,
Modo habet Rex'inde x11 libros.” Mention is also made of lands
held ‘ad Strigoielg,” and de Strigoielg, and ‘de consuctudine Stri-
goielg.’ Three fortresses are recorded inGloucestershire; Gloucester,
Estrighoiel, and the Castellulum or Castellet of [Berkeley] Ness.
Clifford, Wigmore, Ewias, and Monmouth, though not named in
Domesday, certainly existed as strong places at that time; they,
with Striguil, are attributed to William Fitz Osbern, Earl of
Hereford, the Willielmus Comes of the Survey, and akin to the
Conqueror, under whom lic held the Marches of South Wales. No
doubt, however, all those castles, in some form or other, are older
than the time of Fitz Osbern, who was slain in 1070, but there
can be as little doubt that he held and strengthened them, though no
masonry at present remaining can be attributed to so carly a date.

Earl Roger, Fitz Osbern’s successor at Striguil, was Roger de
Britolio or de Bretuil, also Earl of Hereford, and the heir of his
father’s English lands. He took part in Ralph de Guader’s
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Norfolk rcbellion against William II., 1078, and died a prisoner
in the reign of that king. IHe Ieft two sons, who served under
Henry 1., but did not succeed to their father’s honours or estates.

William, Earl of Eu, is said then to have held it: if so, it was
probably during his raid into Gloucestershirc and the Darches
about 1090. Its morc permancnt possessor, however, was Gilbert
Fitz Richard, who led a force against the insurgent Welsh upon
the Teivi and the Ystwith carly in the 12th century, and became
Lord of Nether Gwent and Striguil.  His family had alrcady
won lands in that district, and his uncle Walter had founded
Tintern.  Gilbert was created Earl of Pembroke by King Stephen
in 1138, and was onc of the few carls created by that king to
whom the phrase ¢ Pscudo-Comites’ did not apply. Ilc died 1148,
and was buried at Tintern.

His son and successor was Richard, called Strongbow, the
Conqucror of Ircland, who, in 1170, is styled Earl of Striguil, from
his residence there. Ilis proper title was Earl of Pembroke.
He died 1176,  Isabel, his only surviving child and his leiress,
marricd William Mareschal, who became Earl of Pembroke and
Lord of Striguil. Ic also held Goderich Castle, by a grant fromn
the crown (5th John), and 15th John, the Castle of Haverford,
16th John, 1214, he was custos of the Castles of Cacrinarthen,
Cardigan, and Gower. He also acquired the Castle of Cacrleon
from Morgan ap Howel in 1217. IIc died at Caversham, 3rd
IIen, III., 1219.

From the great Earl Mareschal, Striguil descended with the
Earldom of Pembroke to five of his sons in succession.  William,
the cldest, a donor to Tintern, died 1231, Richard, who long held
Monmouthshire against Ilenry IIL, was killed in Ircland, 17th
IIenry TII.  Gilbert, who recovered the inheritance forfeited by
Earl Richard, had to deliver up Striguil to the carc of the Arch-
bishop of Cantcrbury. It was, howcver, afterwards restored to
him by king Ifenry. Earl Gilbert was killed by a fall from his
horsc in 1241, ITedied scized of the Castles of Striguil, Usk, and
Cacrleon.  Earl Walter, his successor, died at Goderich 1246,
Earl Ansclm, the last carl of the family, dicd in the year of his
succession, at Striguil.
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As the brothers all died childless, the inheritance was divided
between their five sisters, and Striguil or Chepstow fell to Maud
the cldest, who married 1lst, Hugh Bigot, Earl of Norfolk, and
2nd, William Earl Warren, and of Surrey. She retained the
charge of Clepstow till her death in 1247-8. Roger, her cldest
son, scems to have succeeded, and was Earl Mareschal, though not
of Pembroke. He died 1270, and was followed by his nephew,
another Roger, the builder of Castroggy Castle, near Chepstow, and
who died scized of the Castle of Striguil, 1306, when the Castle,
under a previous surrender and regrant passed to the crown.

At the commencement of the reign of Edward the II., the
Castle was still in the crown, and was committed to the charge,
first of John de Crombwell, and then, a few months afterwards, to
Hugh le Despenser.  Three years later, Edward granted the Castle
and honour of Striguil, to his brothers Thomas and Edmund, for
whom it was held 4 Ed. IL, by Robert Darcy, during pleasure, at
arent of £115 155 41d. Eventually both Castle and honour were
lheld by Thomas of Brotherton alone, and an indenture exists, dated
17 Ed. IL, between Earl Thomas the king’s brother, and Hugh le
Despenser, concerning the Castle and Manor. Also 12 Ed. III,
1338-9, the Earl had a part of the Castle and Manor of Striguil,
and the Vill of Chepstow, and again it was granted to him 14
Edw. in tail male, with remainder to the king in fee.

Margaret, daughter and heir of Thomas of Brotherton, married
John, Lord Segrave, and their daughter and heir Elizabeth married
John Mowbray, whose second son and final heir Thomas became
Earl Mareschal and Duke of Norfolk, and died 1 Hen. IV, scized
of Striguil. His son, Thomas, known only as Earl Mareschal,
succceded to the cstates, but was beheaded 6 Hen. IV, His
brother and heir, John, recovered the Dukedom, and died 11
Hen, VL, scized of the Castle, Manor, and Borough of Striguil,
leaving, as his successor, his cldest son John, also Duke of Nor-
folk, who died 1 Ed. IV., and was followed by another John, who
died 15 Ed. IV., leaving only a daughter, Anne, who married
Edward, Duke of York, but died childless.

The Oastle seems to have reverted to the crown, and was shortly
afterwards granted by Edward to Sir William Herbert, known as
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“ Black Will,” a stout supporter of the House of York, and ercated
Ear] of Pembroke. Ie was taken at the battle of Banbury, and
beheaded at Northampton, 9 Ed. IV,  The Castle descended to his
son, William Herbert, known as Earl of Huntington, whose
daughter and heiress married Charles Somerset, Earl of Worcester,
from which marriage descends the Duke of Beaufort, Lord Herbert
of Ohcpstow, and the present owner of the Castle and Manor.






