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172 TLANSACITONS AT STOW-ON-THE-VWOLD,

1COMB PLACE.
By the Rev. DAVID ROYCE, M.A.

Irs name, in part, deseribes our subject. ““Icomb ™ denotes the
nature of the locality. ¢ Place” distinguishes this rare building
nestling in % The Comb ” of these Wolds. It is, indeed, the only
«Place” on this side of tlic county. In this “Comb” this ‘“ Place”

has survived the ravages of time and change.

At first sight, the beholder is struck with unwonted surprise. To
such surprise, on closer view, speedily succeed mingled emotions—
such as reverence and affection for the place, and, in more ardent
spirits, a thrill of enthusiasm and chivalry. Apathetic were the
temperament that could pass through this and such meworials of
ancient days, proof against the influences with which they are im-
pregnated. The present desolate condition of this venerable pile
causes a momentary pang. This, however, speedily yiclds to the
intense satisfaction, that the Place has been spared in com-
parative integrity to our time. There it is, but only the shell and
skeleton of its former sclf, yet a clear exponent of its original
estate.  Yea, this precious relic reveals, more vividly than the
most graphic description, the habits and the homes of English
Lady and Knight “all of the olden time.” In point of size or
antiquity, it presumes not to vie with the castle of powerful peer
or baron elsewhere in this county. Nevertheless, it dares chal-

lenge Gloucestershire to find its exact equal.

A paper on Icomb Place ought to heap together historical facts
as fuel to feed any fire of enthusiasm this day enkindled. Alas!
the fuel fails. The comparatively modern history of this building
is clear. Early records, after long and painstaking research, are
not, as yet, forthcoming.!

1 Tn 1221 o Fine was levied, in which Matilda daughter of William de
Tkeumbe was petitioner and Walter Eliand tenant of onc virgate of land
with appurtenances in Tkeumbe, whercof a plea of the death of an ancestor
was swmmoned between them, &e. : viz., that the aforesaid Walter acknow-
ledged all the aforesaid land to be the right of thesaid Matilda and for this
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The estate and demesne pertaining to this place are the first
subjects for enquiry. It isstated in a question of tithe, in the close
of the last century, that in the time of Offa, the Prior and Con-
vent of Worcester possessed this—as well as Church Icomb; but
that ‘“they were deprived of it at the time of the Norman Con-
quest and never recovered it.” Yet it seems to have been a
separate estate before the Conquest. The distinct and independent
hidation in the General Survey implies it. This Gloucestershire
portion, taxed separately, according to the Saxon computation, was,
by the Conqueror, allotted to Durandus, Sheriff of Gloucester: or,
as it is thought, to him in trust for Walter fitz Roger de Pistres,
his nephew. It may be added, that this Icomb has, ever since the
Survey, been a separate vill. It has had its own constable—
supported its own poor—and consequently, been considered extra-
parochial.

The fact that this is the Ieomb given to Durandus, is substan-

tiated by evidence nearly two centuries-and-a-half later :—

Elias Cokerel! de Icomb, 5th Ed. II1. (1331) died seized of 8
virgates, a messuage, 16 acres of meadow, and 9s. rent. He held

the above in moities.? One moiety of the aforesaid messuage, 4
recognition fine, &c., the same Matilda granted to the said Walter all the
said land with appurtenances, to have and to hold to the said Walter and
his heirs of the said Matilda and her heirs for ever, rendering thereof annually
threc half pence at the feast of St. Michael for all services and for this
fine, &ec., the said Walter gave the said Matilda four marks of silver and a
half.

Pedes Finium, 5th Henry ITI., the morrow of the Nativity of St. John
Baptist, Gloue.—Ebp.

1 Radulphus Chokerel et Helyas frater cjus were subfeudatorics for one
knight’s fee to Maryaret de Bolun in right of her father Milo. Helyas de
Kokerel, held, under the same Margaret, half a knight’s fee. Again, Helyas
Cokerel, half a knight’s fee, under Henry de Newmarch. (Liber Niger, Vol. 1.,
pp. 167, 168, 170.)

Margaret de Bolun was daughter of Milo (son of Walter, nephew of
Durand) and of Sybil his wife, daughter and heiress of Bernard de New-
march.

2 Are not these moicties to be traced to the above half knight’s fees in
Liber Niger, temp. Hen. I, ?

The 8 virgates are stated, in the Inquisition, to be worth per an. iiiji—
the price of a virgate being xs. The messnage, with a close, was worth ¢¢in
omnibus exitibus ” vjiviijd, The 16 acres of mcadow were worth xxiiij®
at xviijd an acre. -
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virgates of arable, 8 acres of mcadow and 5s. rent of Richard de
Williamscote,! as of the manor of Williamscote, by the service of
half @ kuiyht's fee; the other moicty of the aforesaid messuage,
4 virgates of arable, 8 acres of meadow, and 4s. rent ¢“de domino
Matthao filio Herberti1” as of his manor of Southam, Ly the
service of half a knight’s fee. Elas son and heir, being then 18
years of age.® The latter, Matthew fitz Herbert was a lincal
descendant of Walter the nephew of Durandus.?

The Inquisition was taken at Stow S. Edward’s on the Thursday next
after the feast of S. Barnabas. The jurors were John Stephens, of Stow,
Walter de Schurdyngton, Rich. le Templer, John Vileyn, John de Chadde-
welle, Will. de Caldeecote, Will. Vileyn, Rich. le Kentych, John le Freman,
Will. . . ., Will. de Nethercote and Hugh le Spencer.

N.B.—The Inquisition to whieh Fosbrooke refers, 4th Edw. III., n. 38,
relates to a tenure of Elias Cokerel in Colesburn.

! How he came by the moiety is, as yet, unknown : but it was most
probably through some mateh with a descendant of Walter fitz Roger de
Pistres, Durand’s nephew, This Richard was, no doubt, one of a family of
some repute, deriving its surname from Williamscote, a hamlet to Cropeedy,
Oxon. In the account of this family in Warton’s History of Kiddington,
Sir Peter de la Mare has the custody and marriage of Thomas, the son and
heir of Richard de Williamscote, late Lord of Asterley (Wart. Kidd, p. 29).
William de Mara was nephew of Walter and grandson of Durandus.

A Richard de Williamescote, in the Hundred Court of Salmonsbury
(Slaughter), sucd John Scay for detention of cattle, which he ought to have
delivercd at Slaughter. In the same roll, John Nowers, of Churchill, sucs
Hugo Symonds for seizing and detaining his servant John, at Icomb, from
Michaclmas to 8. Nicholas Day, after having covenanted to Lring him to
Churchill. This John Nowers married a Williamscote. (Hundr. Roll Cart.
Antig. T. 107, Augmentation Oftice. Inq. p.nn, 46th Edw. IIL., No. 45.)

2 Walter Clement and Margaret, his wife, were summoned to answer to
Elias Eliesaunt de Icombe for waste to the disinheritance of Elias in houses,
lands, gardens and underwood let to him, and held by Margaret, for life, as
widow of Elias de Iccombe (her former husband and cousin of Elias Elicsaunt,
which latter was his heir) under a lease from Walter, parson of Shipton
Solers, and Thomas, chaplain of Icombh. In connection with the latter, it
may be added that at the Court it was presented that the Lord of Icomb
owcs suit to this hundred (Slaughter) court, which John Bone, ehaplain of
the B.V. Mary of Combe and his predecessors performed for the lord ; for
which he formerly gave them a messuage and one yard land, called Gundys,
opposite the gate of the manor. (Hundred Roll. Cart. Antiq., T. 107.)

A Jolm Elicsaunt, of Icomb, sucs John dc Bonchurch, of Newenton
(Naunton), and Walter Janyus, of Sloughtre, for one messunage and two yard
lands in Notgrove.—(De¢ Baneo Rolls, 47th Edward III., CLXXI., CCCXXX.
CCCOXLIX.)

#"Transactions of this Socicty, Vol. IIL., p. 663, and Vol. IV., p. 162
Fosbrooke, Vol. IL., p. 356.



Icoxs PLACE. 175

The foregoing Inquisition identifies this Icomb (one of three
in Gloucestershire, lying together) with the one in which the
“Place ” stands. It does not, however, directly connect Durandus
or his ward with the “Place.” Glimmerings of such connection
appear in the few notes already collectcd and here given. A
three-fold cord is not easily broken. The three-fold knot tied by
the three Icombs, or Combs, in Gloucestershire, is of three-fold
perplexity. The hidage is an enigma. This Icomb assigned to
Durandus, and taxed at two hides, has an area of 650 acres. This
and sucli-like discrepancy is generally reconciled by what is termed,
“Deneficial hidation.” Still all is not quite clear. There seems to
be an intimation of a tenure in this Icomb other than that of
the Cokerels; it may be other than that of Durandus, and, it
may be, the tenure of the site of Icomb Place. This is conjecture

The ground for it is as follows :—

Fifteen ycars before the death of Elias Cokerel de Icomb,
another personage appears bearing the same local surname—but
not the same, apparently, hereditary Christian name of Elias. As
did Elias occasionally, so, possibly, did this other notable in Icomb,
drop, for the nonce, his personal surname, or name possibly derived

from personal peculiarity.

Thomas de Icomb, 9th Edw. IL, 1316, holds a fourth part of
Icomb ? that it was this Tcomb is clear, since the neighbouring
portion (Combe) is returned as belonging to Sibilla Baskerville.

Yet was “Thomas de Icombe” a ¢ Blaket” ¢

Digression.—A John Blaket was Knight of the Shire of Buck-
ingham, 8th Edw. IT.,, 1315.> He was certified to be lord of
Addington, Aston Barnard with Ilmere, Bucks. He is again
IKnight of the Shire, and attends a Parliament at York. Blaket

1 Blakheved (Black-head?) Blaket. Yet an inserted ““de” in the
northern name would make it local,

? Quarta pars ville de Tecombe, et est dominus ciusdem partes Thomas
de Iccombe, Nom. Vill. Hundr. de Salmonsbury (Slaughter) (Harl. MSS.
G187, fo. 24Y).

3 Palgrave’s Writs.
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(“sire” 1) Johan (“ Bachelor”) is embroiled, with Thomas Plan-
tagenct. Earl of Kent, in rcbellion against Edward the Sccond
and is taken prisoner at Boroughbridge on Tucsday or Wednesday
after the feast of S. Gregory, 15th, 16th Mar. 15th, Ed. II., 1322,
Blaket Johannes is committed to prison in Pontefract. The John
Blaket, of Addington, &e., died 1328, leaving a son, John, then 13

years of age.

This last John Blaket, the father, had a brother ZZomas.
Thomas Blaket performed military service for the Abbot of 8.
Edmund’s, at the muster at Tweedmouth, in the expedition against
the Scotch, 4th Edw. II., 1311. He is certified as one of the
lords 2 of the townships of Salford and Cornwell, Oxon, 15th Edw.
I1.,1322. A writ is directed to Maurice Draugheswerd to arrest
John, Thomas, and Roger Blaket, and to send them to prison,
being accomplices in war against the King.?

Thomas Blaket, brother of John, obtained from the King, the
wardship of Jolm, son and heir of John ; being, as stated above,
at his father’s death, 13 years of age.t Accordingly, 8th Ed. I1L.,
1334, during the minority of his nephew, Thomas enters an action
in King’s Bench against Thomas Attegate, his bailiff, in Addington,
Aston, Barnard, &e., for errors in accounts (De Banco, 8th Ed. I11.)
In the same year Thomas, the uncle, was sheriff for Bucks, possibly
as proxy for the nephew.®

1 A Knight, here, whercas in all the other statcmments in Palgrave's
Writs and on a scal, he is, simply, John Blaket. Was the scal prior to the
knighthood ? The statement next above, from Palgrave, scems to relate to
¢“Sirc Johan,” and to the same event. But Palgrave is puzzled.

2 John Trillowe, of Chastleton, was the other lord.

3 Abbrev. Rot. Orig.-Ro. 5, 261b.

4 Rex oimibz ad quos, &e., salutem. Sciates ijd de grinfaspali & pro bona
s'vicio quod ditcus valett' iir Thomas Blaket nob hacten’ impendit concessim’
ci {d qua tora Joties Blaket frat’ suus obicerit kiede suoinfra ctatein existente,
idem Thomas heidt custodiam t'rar’ & ten’ ipius Jokis usque ad legitimant
ctatemn una cum maritagio ejusdemn tiedis. Apud Leye., x° Januar, Dlat.
Roll, 2ud Edw. IIL, p. 2, m. 2.

5 John, the nephew, was sheriff for Bucks (1337). Addington, Aston
Barnard, and Ilmere were sold to Sir John de Molyns (1335).—(Pat. Roll.
121, 1 p., n. 14).  Yet (22nd Ed. IIL) Isabel, a daughter of John Blaket,
releases to John de Molyns, Egidia, and William their son.
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How does this bear on Icomb Place? According to the
pedigrees of DBlaket, Z%omas, brother of *Sir John Blaket, of
Gloucestershire,” had two sons, Royer and Bartholomew,! by two
mothers, apparently. 2

Roger Blaket Lad the fourth part of one knight’s fee in Icomb,
which Thomas de Icomb (his father?) formerly held.®> Moreover
Roger Blaket, and Margaret his wife (26th Edw. IIIL, 1352),
are returned as holding half a knight’s fee in Tcomb, under John,
Earl of Kent.* This John is supposed to be the knight represented
by the effigy in the chapel attached to Icomb Church and belong-
ing to Icomb Place. DBut what of the living knight? Xing
Henry V1. speaks of him as having spent his days and life in the
service of his (the King’s) forefathers.> Is he the Sir John Blaket
enrolled amongst the heroes of Agincourt? Buke (L.G.) and the
Blackett family, state that that Sir John was of Wooderoft, and
that he married Margaret, the widow of Sir Roger Heron, and only
daughter of Sir Ralph Iastings. Sir John, of Icomb, cannot, as
yet, be identified with any John of Woodcroft. But the tomb of
Margaret is, or was, in Nosely Church, Leicestershire. The in-
seription on that tomb declares her to be the wife of Sir John
Blaket. But what is directly to the point is this :—on the panels
of that tomb are, or were, the very arms on the jupon of the
figure in Icomb Church. Morcover two fine® fragments of heraldic

1 47th Edw. III. Bartholomew Blaket, co, Oxford, releases to Almerie
S. Amand, jun., Rich. de Havering, &c., the manor of Winterbornmain,
(MS, Quidnon Coll., Arm., p. 420.)

® Visitation of Bucks, 1535, 1634. Harl MSS., 1533, fo. 90.

3 De Rogero Blaket pro quarta parte unius feodi militis in Icum quam
Thomas de Icum quandam tenuit. (Hundr. Salmondsbury. Harl MSS,, 6187,
fo. 323).

Richard Casy had to answer to Roger Blaket, for carrying off, on
Ascension Day, John Clerk, Roger’s servant, 1 eloc., price xviijd, ij linthia-
mina {(kerchiefs, or sheets), price xviijd, and 1 pair of shoes (sotularia), price
vjd, (Hund. Roll. Cart. Ant., T. 107).

4 How the Earls of Kent became paramount here is unknown. It may
have been through some forfeiture in the rebellions of Edward the Second’s
reign, in which Thomas Plantagenet (whose estates went to Edmund his
brother) Earl of Kent, John, Thomas, and Roger Blaket were concerned.

® Pat. Roll. 17, H. 6, p. 1, m. 7. “Dec licentia fundandi Cantar, Blaket,
in ecclia de Northlee.

6 Nichols’ Leicestershire,

Vol, VIL, part 1. X
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glass (which the writer of this paper remembers) existed in
the tracery of the window above the Icomb monument—one, a
perfect quarter: gu, 3 Danish axes, or, (Hakluit), 2 and 3 in a
shield quartering Blaket and Ilakluit, as on the effigy—the other
frugment, a fourth part of the picrced cinquefoil, sa. on ary.
ground! for Marteval, the ancestor of Margarct (Hastings, Heron
and Blaket.) The Hastings of Daylesford, were near neighbours
to the Blakets of Tcomb, The above Margaret died 1406.2)

Sir Joln (Johannes Blacket dominus de Icum in com. Glouc.)
married a second wife, Margarct the daughter of Sir John Eyns-
ford,? widow of William Wroughton, alias, Worstan. She died
in 1420. By her Sir Jolm had Edmund Blaket, son and heir,
and Anne marricd to Ralph Baskerville.*

Sir John married a third wife and widow, Elizabeth,
daughter of Sir John Trillowe (of Chastleton, Oxon, and joint
lord with Thomas Blaket in Salford and Cornewall, Oxon.); and
widow of William Wilcotes (who died in 1410). This last match

1 Mistaken by Abingdon for Brailsford. The charge of the latter is
different in outline from that of Marteval as is the field in tincture, Besides,
the Brailsfords and Blackets were not connected.

It is singular that Nash should correetly assign the tomb to Sir John
Blaket, and yet mistake the arms of Hakluit for those of Lewston. The
latter family bare halberts, not Danish axes.

2 Richard Hastings, sccond son of Sir Ralph Hastings, granted the
manor of Kirby, Leicestershire, and two parts of Wiston, and Branteston,
Leicestershire, and of Welford, North Hants, and Drakenege, Warwickshire,
to hold to Sir John Blaket, for life, 24th Jan., 2nd Hen. VI. A plea (16th
Hen, VI.) states that Sir John and Margaret are dead, reciting a fine between
Margaret and Sir John Blaket, 4th Henry IV. Some dispute had arisen, in
which Sir Richard Scrope was mediator.—Ifarl. MSS. 8881,

3 Arms of Eynsford are yu, fretty erm. The Visitation of lerefordshire
1586. (Harl. 1140, f. 113) gives Enysford, gu. a bead or, betiween six cross cross-
lets fitchée arg. The arms of Sir John Blaket on his jupon are az. a bend
between six trefoils fitchée, or ; slightly differ from those of John Blaket,
his fore-father, whosc scal gives a chevron between three trefuils fitchée (see
ante p. 42).

The arms of Corbet, mentioned by Abingdon and Nash, may have
commemorated the match between ¢ Henricus fil. Herberti” and the dangh-
ter and heiress of Roger Corbet, ancestors of ‘¢ Matthaus fil. Herberti”
before mentioned. They may refer to the alliance of the Baskerville family
with that of Corbet.

iHarl, 1159, fo. 27, 1442, fo. 27, 1140, fo, 27,
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accounts for the arms of Bishopston, once in Tcomb Church. Eliza-
beth, daughter of William and Elizabeth, married a Bishopston.

Sir John Blaket died,! by a remarkable coincidence, on the day
of 8. John the Baptist (whose figure is in the panel of his tomb
as, probably, being his patron Saint), 1431, leaving Edmund his
son and heir,

Edinund, his son, made his will, 1444,2 so that he survived his
father fourteen years and died at the early age of thirty-four.

! Sir John's will, extracted from the principal register in the Preroga-
tive Court of Canterbury.

In Dei Nomine. Amen. Die Mercurii in septimana Pasche Anno
Domini Millesimo ccce™? xxx°, Ego Johannes Blaket Miles condo testa-
mentum meum in hunec modum, Imprimislego animam meam Deo Omnipot-
enti Beate Marie et omnibns sanctis celestibus ct corpus meum certe ad
sepcliecndum in capella Beate Marie infra ceclesiam de Tecombe in com.
Wigorn., Item lego fabrice Matris ceclesize Wigorn, iijs iiijd.  Ttem volo quod
Abbas De Bruer (Bruerne) faciat solempnitatem scpulturme mee et as-
signadbem executorum meorum. Item lego residunm omnium bonorum
meorum exceutoribus meis ut ipsi ordinent faciant ct disponant omnia
predicta bona pro salute anime mee et omnium fidelium defunctorum
pro ut illis videbitur melius potuerint fieri ad istud testamentum exequendum
ct perficiendum ordino et constituo Elizabeth Blaket uxorem meam et Ed-
mundum Blaket filium mecwun et Johannem Barton juniorem armigerum meos
esse cxceutores.  In enius rei testimonium priesenti testamento sigillum
meun apposui, Dat’ die et anno supradicto, Anno Regis Henrici sexti post
conquestum octavo,

The will was proved Sth July, following. Administration committed to
Elizabeth, relict—and on Nov. 12th., the execcutors were acquit.

? Edmund Blaket’s will,

In Dei Nomine Amen. Nono die miensis Septembris Anno Domini
Mitimo cccee xliiij» Ego Edmundus Blackett compos mentis ego tamen in
corpore timens diem mortis mee imminere condo testamenti meit in hite modii.
In primis lego aiin med Deo beateque Marie et omnibus sanetis eins corpusi
mett ad sepeliend in capella beate Marie de Bruera. Itm lego Radulpho
Baskervile fratri meo ¢t Anne uii snc omia ntensilia mea infra maneriii de
Teeumbe existencia puta utensilia camn’e Aule pistrine et coquine. Item lego
iisdem Radulplio et Anne unti planstrii cum sex bobus et toto apparatu iisdem
bobus pertinenti. Item lego iisdem Radulpho et Anne dueentas oves et sex
vaecas. Item lego Abbatide Bruera unicraterd argenti eft cooperculo vocatam
the grete bolle of silver a basyn with the gwynfoile with the ewer, A potell
potte of silver And a quarte potte of silver. Itm lego Magistro Waltero
Blackett an Ewer with the gobbletts. Item lego Monacho existenti in Bruera
vjs viijd,  Item lego Wittmo Wroughton fratri meo decem marcas et duas
togas, videlt togi de Damaske et lib8vati Regis, Ttm lego Thome Boteller xls,
Itm lego chrie(()) famulo meo quinque marcas, Item lego Petro Cooke quingue

N o«
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Edmund was succeeded by Anna his sister and wife of Ralph
Baskerville. The latter most probably left Combe Baskerville for
Tcomb Place. In the floor of the Chapel, at the north end, on
this side of the arch opening into the nave, was (in the writer’s
memory) a fine black slab, 7 ft. 11 in. by 4 ft. 6 in. in which had
been inlaid two fine brasses, c. 1480, no doubt figures of Ralph
and Amne Baskerville. The lady had a horned head-dress—the
knight, a tilting helmet under the head, and plate armour with
miscricorde on the right side. Inscriptions surrounded the slab,
with Evangclists at the four corners. The canopies were of exquis-
ite workmanship. Many a scroll was charged with cjaculation for
mercy and help.  The hand of the spoiler had torn away all that
picty and art had elaborated, and rent a rich page of important
illustration from the Annals of Teomb Place.

The after devolution of the place is as follows :—

Jane, daughter of Ralph and Ann Baskerville, was married to
Simon Milborne, Ar. Dominus de Tillington et Icom; in Com.
Hereford, Gloue. ¢t Wigorn. Thus the great grand-children of
Sir John Eynsford—the grand-daughter of Margaret, wife of Sir
Jolm Blaket, and of Elizabeth, wife of Piers Milborne, inter-
married. Blanche, daughter and co-hieiress of Simon was married
to Janes Whitney, co. Hereford.  Their son, Sir Robert Whitney,
who married Margaret Wye, died scized of Icomb, 33rd Hen.
VIII. Robert, their son, who married Sibilla daughter of Sir
James Baskerville, succeeded.  James Whitney, cldest son of the
last Sir Robert, had livery of Icomb, 9th Eliz., and died s.p.
marcas. Itmlego Matilde Sheperd illa vaced qua erat Johis Jaunys, Itinlego
matri cectic Wigorn xiijs. ilijd, Item lego cectic de Iecumbe quingue mareas
ct duos boves, Item lego fabrice ecctie de Cumbe duos boves optimos. Residuit
vero Sim bonof meot tam in granis quam in ajalibz omibz.  Ac ctiam alits rebz
superius non legatis lego Johanni Assheby Abbati de Bruera Magro Waltero
Blackett et Johanni Cliesham ut ifii inde ordinent ct disponant pro salute aic
mee pro ut illis videbitr melius faciend et cosdem Johem Walterii et Joliem
mcos constituo excentores per p’sentes ut ifi Dett prae oculis hentes p’sens
testamentti met fideliter exequant’ et compleant ¢ effei.  In cuius rei

testimonii hiuie psenti testamento sigillum et apposui. Dat. apud Wyvyl-
cote Die ac anno supradictis.

Proved before Commissary Alexander Prowet 7th Jan., 1441, Adminis-
trator Will (~ic) Dlackett,
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Icomb descended to his brother Eustace (2nd. Jac. I.)! The latter
left it to his son Sir Robert Whitney, who married Anne, daughter
of Bir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecot. From this Sir Robert, the place
appears to have passed to W. Cope (benefactor of Tcomb and
Stow) on the marriage of Thomas Whitncy, Esq., fourth son of
Sir Robert, with Elizabeth, daughter of W, Cope and Lady Eliza-
beth, daughter of the first Earl of Westmoreland. Elizabeth, relict
of Thomas Whitney, was married to her second husband, Sergeant
Gears. Their daughter, Elizabeth Gears, was marricd—first, to
William  Gregory, whose son William, inherited a moiety of
Tcomb, which descended to John Stackhouse, who sold it for
£11050 to Henry Stokes of London, wine merchant, who sold to
Cambray and others—secondly, to Rich. Hopton, Esq., of Canon
Froome. Richard Cope Hopton, grandson of the above Richard,
left his moiety to Rev. John Parsons, son of his cousin William,
son of Deboral (wife of Edw. Parsons) daughter of Richard
Hopton and Elizabeth (Gregory). The trustees of this last pro-
prictor, Rev. John Parsons (Hopton), who had succceded to
Icomb Place in an unbroken line from, at least, the reign of King
Edward the third, sold to the present owner, Mr. Hambidge.

The construction of the mansion is well-nigh as puzzling as its
early history. There arc knotty points for the architect as well
as for the historian.

The present building is provided with no contrivances nor
arrangements for protection in case of assault. There are, indeed,
remains of a deep and wide moat, on the side of usual approach,
fed by springs in the neighbouring hill. Such moat would, how-
ever, have been excavated rather for the defence of some smaller,
yet sturdier, predecessor of the present Place. That there was
such predecessor is, naturally, inferred from the transeptal chapel
of Icomb Church—the peculiar property of Icomb Place—founded,
therefore, by the devout occupant of a former residence. The lines
of the place, as shewn on the ground-plan (/. XX, ), are some-
what abnormal. The Placc stands diagonally to the four cardinal

! Eustacius Whytney clamat habere sibi et hered suis manercum sive
capitale mess. cum p’tin, voc. Icombe in com. Gloue. quondam terram
Simonis Milborne. Court Roll 2nd Jac. I. Kind inform., C. S. WuIrsMoxkE,
Esq.
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points. Its position on the South-west side is commanding, over- .
looking, what may be termed, a ravine. On the North-west, it is
flanked by a steep line of wold; yet not necar cnough to the carlier
Place to be troublesome. The South-cast side, open, commands
a fine view over Oxfordshire.

The present ‘¢ extensive and picturesque pile of stone” was
built, or rebuilt, carly in the 15th century, when mansions had
begun to lay aside their warlike character and to adopt the more
comfortable arrangements of the Tudor period.

In plan, the Place is quadrangular ; yet far from true to the
squarc. This irregularity may have been the result of after-thought
during subsequent additions. They were not, however, very nice
on such a point in olden times.

Pondering over the ground-plan; considering, too, what might,
naturally, be a dictate with even its heroic and hardy builder—a
probable conclusion is-—that the Hall (s), with its South-castern
annexes of kitchen, cellar, and buttery (B.c.p.), was first crected.
Then, perhaps, the lines of the front were drawn. Why so diver-
gent is not clear; unless some expansion were thought advisable, in
order to obtain more space and light for the two windows of the
Hall (Ig. 3, Pl. XXI., Fig. 1., Pl. XXII.) Then, possibly, the
North-cast side (1) of the quadrangle followed. This conjectureis
grounded on the projecting portion at the end, outside, runming up
by the jambs of the windows in the gable of the front ( PLXXIII),
on the rough straight joint and the appearance of the buttress of
the Oriel, or bay, inside, on the angle where it touches the front
portion of the building (1L XX 71,2 )1 The buildings, South-west-
ward (Pl XXIIIL), appear to be later additions (Eliz. ) made,
probably, by the Whitneys. The building at the west angle (k)
seems to be an culargement of a former smaller appendage to the
Hall, whose original dimensions may be inferred from the roof
timbers still left (the bake house). The South-west and South-cast
exteriors arc additions and alterations made during the Cope
occupation. Although so much later, still thesc,two faces of the

! Is it possible that, after all, the room (1) may have been the original
Hall and (r) the “camera”? The architecture being of the same date,
occasions the uncertainty,
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Place, owing to the numerous dormers and the gables, are not

lacking in picturesque effect.

Gateway (Pl. XXIL, fig. 4, XXIV., fig. 2). Approaching
the place for the first time, the cye is arrested by the portal. This,
projecting a little from the main building, flanked by buttresses,
with -a graceful window above, and surmounted by an embattled
parapet in linc with the caves—has much of the effect of a gateway-
tower. The mouldings of the gateway are bold and characteristic.
The arch is four-centred and depresscd. The gates arc original,
excellent in design and workmanship—of oak, framed, ledged,
studded with nails and embattled. The window above mentioned
is very delicate and good within and without, although now, at
least, cuspless. 1t consists of four ogeed lights, which, by a cen-
tral bolder mullion, are divided into pairs. The tracery is
composed of cight somewhat elongated oval openings. The label
utilizes the under moulding of the parapet for its horizontal line,
What outgoings and incomings through this venerable portal !
What cavalcades ! What obsequies !

The Front (Pl. XXIII.) Windows.—The front building,
altogether, is pierced for fourtecen windows, excepting that of the
gateway: ten in front and four in the gables. Of the ten, six are on
the right :—thaee below, the one next the gatewny, of two lights ;
the others, of three; three above, cach of two lights. All are square
headed and plain-arched. The four that belonged to the rooms of
the family are dignified by labels. Of the four windows to the left
of the gateway : one of the two below, of a single light, is near to
the gateway; the other is of two lights, both without labels,
lighting the domestics’ room ; of the two above, one is of three
lights, arched and labelled ; the other, close to this, is small, of a
single light ; pierced, perhaps, first, and then thought sufficient,
considering that the large gateway window and a gable onc are
in this fine room. The gable windows, North-cast, arc of four
lights each, arched and labelled ; those, South-west, are of two
lights, and the lower one later. These windows, most of which
were once enriched by artistic glazing and aglow with heraldic
pane and through which watched many a lustrous and illustrious

eye, are now, nearly all, blocked up.
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The Plinth.—The moulded plinth, peculiar to the front, is to be
noted.

The Chimneys (Pl XXIIT).—Two tall square chimneys (onc
gabled) on the front side, spring from the wall midway, as from a
bracket. They arc well conceived, relieving the front from flatness,
and breaking the line of the long roof.

The Vane.—On the gable, North-west, remains the rod, ending
in a trefoil, carrying once the vane, picrced, perhaps, with the
arms of DBlaket.

Servants’ Boom.-——On cntering the gateway, there is, on cach
side, & Tudor doorway. The onc on the left, opens into what,
probably, was the apartment of the servants! (); which has a
good fircplace, the look-out window by the gateway, and the other
two windows aforcmentioned. A door, at the South angle, opens
into the storc-housc, or cellar {c), of the establishment.

Porter’s Lodye, or Aute-room.—The doorway, on the right,
judging from the splay on the jamb, and from the curve in the
wall as scen in the first floor above, opened into a stoue stair,
leading to the chambers. At the stair-foot, a small roowm, closc
to the gateway, was, probably, the porter’s lodge.  The plainness
of the roof over this room and of the windows outside, scem
to indicate that lLere were intermediate and less distinguished
apartmcuts. The picr there, was, no doubt, built when the stone
stair and these two rooms gave place to the more spacious and
modern wooden ascent.  That this picr is a later mewmber is
apparent from its partially blocking a doorway which originally
opened into the next room.  In connection with these portious of
the Place, it may be here inserted, that the occupants of the
house were of a sturdy and devoted spirit.  Richard Tybaray,
bailift of the lhundred of Slaughter, presented Nicholas, servant
of Sir Joln Blaket, for resisting him and for drawing his dagger
on him. Which Nicholas was fined xx¥ the value of the dagger.®

Parlour, or General Room.—DBeyond the ante-room, or porter’s
lodge, entered, as abovesaid, at first, by a door from the quadran-
gle, is a larger room lighted by four windows, three as aforesaid

L Appropriation of some of the apartments must be understood as
conjectural,
* Court Roll, 2nd Henry V., penes Mr, C. A, Whitmore.
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(two in front, one in gable), and a plain single light looking into
the quadrangle. There is a substantial arched stone fircplace. This
room may have been the parlour, or gencral room, of the family.
Herein, with Lady Elizabeth (Trillow), ! and Edmund, and Anne,
children of Margaret (Eynsford, Wroughton), released from martial
toil and peril, Sir Jolm, enjoyed in his last years domestic seclusion
and repose. An imposing group it was, if the effigies of Elizabeth
(at Northleigh) or 8ir John (in Icomb Church) are true representa-
tions. Again, a lively scenc it was, when Simon Milbourne (Sir
John Blaket’s grandson-in-law) with his wife and cleven daughters
lived and moved within this roomn.

Withdrawing, or Second Dining Room and Oriel.—We pass,
next, into another somewhat spacious apartment (1) forming the
North-west side of the quadrangle (Plate XXI, fig. 4.) The
first attraction is #he Oriel, or bay window, carried up the full
height of the building. Next to this, a good six-light window,
divided into a pair of three-lights by a central stouter mullion, of
good workmanship ; and, once enriched by tracery and cusps.
This room has a stone fireplace ; and, in one corner, a newelled
stone stair ; and, in the other, a Tudor doorway into the Hall,
The door of this last opens back into a recess made for it, to be
accounted for by the proximity of this wall to the hall-window.
This apartment may have been a gathering-room, or a private
dining-room, in which the occupier, according to the changing
feclings and habits of the times, preferred a more snug and less

1 She built and endowed a chapel called the Wileote Chapel, north of
the chancel of Northleigh Church, Oxon, for the welfare of her two sons
Thomas and John Wilcotes, and of her two hushands Sir William Willcotes
and Sir Jolm Blaket. The chapel is clegant, and cnriched with fan-traceried
ceiling. The windows retain considerable remains of painted glass referring
to the family. There arc, likewise, on the glass, interesting devices, and in
a continuous line, the letters of the alphabet. Bnt what may compete with
the most cxquisite specimens of monumental seulpture, anywhere, are the
two recumbent cfligies in alabaster, of Elizabeth Blaket and her first hus-
band, Sir W. Wilcotes—resting, both, on a finc altar-tomb between the
chancel and this chapel. She lies by the side of her first hushand, it may
be, because the chapel was ereeted, and the tomb prepared, and the effigy of
Sir William was sculptured, under her direction, in her widowhood, For a
fine engraving of these effigics, with a detailed description, see Skelton’s
Oxfordshire.

The Wilcotes took the name from Wileote, or Wyvelcote, a hamlet to
Northleigh—where Edmund Blaket made his will,
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formal repast. The Oricl answers to those in large dining-halls.
It may have been a bay for a sideboard, or, a nook for a quict
chit-chat.

The Hall (s) Pls. XX., XXI., 3, 5—Very spacious and lofty,
is lighted by three fine transomed windows with oval openings for
tracery, delicately moulded, and akin to the window over the
gateway (Pl XXIL, fig.1). In thesplay of the one, on the South-
west side, s a fixture, frequent in such halls—a circular bason with
drain. Ttis one with the jamb, and yet it looks almost too fresh to
be original. A capacious fircplace is at the dais-end. At the other
end “the screens.” The present slight, wooden partition, is of
Jacobean date. Here used to hang, in olden time, weapons
offensive and defensive, nets, hunting horns, antlers, and instru-
ments of the chase. Here, still, in one corner stands an important
consequential weapon—a halbert with crescent axe, hooked bill,
square pole, ironed and studded, a relic of Tudor, or Stuart, state.
A massive table has been preserved, with a slab 22 ft. 8 in. x 2 ft.
9 in. and 5in. thick. One portion of itis a fine picce of timber 17 ft.
4 in. in length. The specimens of wainscot, with the diaper, or
linen, panel of Hen, VIIL, in the front portion of the place, may,
possibly, have been removed from the hall.! Nor is it for the outer
eyc alone that this hall finds entertainment. It is replete with
associations and memories. To the inner eye the place is full and
furnished with host and guests of old. There sat the lord of
Icomb in chair of state, and, here, the stately lady—here and
there the illustrious ncighbours—liere, the dignificd Abbot of
Bruerne, always a welcome guest, to bless ; there, gallant squire
to carve—now solemn official, and trim servant, to sound of clarion
and trumpet of the waits over the screens, in due pomp bring in
the items of the feast—now the ¢ crater argenteus, the great bolle
of silver,” and ¢ the quarter potte of silver” are set upon this table
“ dormant ”—then the hum of conversation—the 15th century
gossip of the wolds, one accent, alone, of which would be so help-
ful to 19th century archmologist. Then turns the talk on party
politics of those eventful times. If, perchance, it touch on some

1 The finc roof of five bays (Pl XX, fig. 5) resembles that over the
solars (Pl XXIV., fiy. 3.)
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recent martial exploit, the recital stirs the blocd, and, these old
walls would ring again with a lusty cheer for English prowess lavish
of life-blood for England’s faith and fame. Then in councert, an
interlude from minstrels over ¢ the screens.” Still, the revered
Abbot of Bruerne is here, and Edmund Knight, Rector of Icomb,
and Walter Blaket, Rector of Stow S. Edward’s, to tone the mirth
with wise and sober sentiment.

The Screens (PLXX.) (1).—These counect the quadrangles, At
the end, opening into the front court is a fine sharp-pointed Per-
pendicular doorway, with jambs moulded half-way down, and with
shiclds and traeery in the spandrils, At the other end, a similar,
but plainer, doorway, The old doors remain. The buttery-hatel: is
still there, with which it is impossible not to associate geucrous
cheer for guests, and bounteous dole for the poor.

The Cellar.—The cellar, larder, or store-room for the establish-
ment Pl XX. (c), formed one side of the front quadrangle (P4
XXI, fig. 1), in a line with the buttery.

The Kitchen.—This, beyond the buttery, may have formed one
side of the second quadrangle—it is now the only part inhabited.

The Bakelouse.—The North-west side of this second quadrangle
may have been “the bakehouse” (k) mentioned in Edmund Blaket’s
will. In the corner, beyond this, is a wide open fireplace with
massive wooden mantel and a never failing spring supplied from
the neighbouring hill. The remaining side of this quadrangle is
now a cottage with offices.

First Floor.—The stone newelled stair in the withdrawing, or
second dining, room leads to, what tradition has handed down as
the Chapel, Pl. XX. (L). Our forefathers studied not their own
animal or temporal gratification alone—nor the mere shelter and
support of their dependants. They were equally careful for the
spiritual welfare of all. Most houses, of any size, had one portion
consecrated to God. Thither the houschold resorted. Here was
the keystone of order. Here the well-spring of peace. Here, hicart
and uplifted hand felt themselves relaxed ; or braced for future
enterprize. This room has a good window of three lights in the
North-cast wall (PL XX, fig.} ), well-moulded, boldly cusped, like
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the larger window below. Close by, is the upper and more claborate
portion of the oricl. If a chapel, this bay may have scrved, here,
the purpose of a small oratory. The hicads of two priests, perhaps
the rector of Stow (Walter Blaket), and the rector of Icomb
(Edmund Knyght), are carved in the outer cornice with those
of a lady in mitted head-dress, and gentleman in cap and fall
The roof of this room is of the barrel or wagon kind ; the rafters,
massive and close, arc very much like those, once, in the chantry
chapel and those in New College cloisters.  There is a large fire-
place of later date with an oaken kerb.

Close to the cntrance into this room, a door opens from the
stone stair into a chamber, perhaps, for the chaplain, PL XX, (u)
On the left of the fire-place, there is a square opening, low down,
even with the floor, communicating with the so-called chapel.
Or was it a sick-room? Did this aperture answer to those in 8.
Cross, Winchester ? ¢“The position of the chapel, in a manor house,
varies extremely, and there scems to be no rule for it, exceptiug
that it is always ncar the dais and connccted with it by a short
passage or staircase.”—Domestic Architecture, 15th cent., pt I,
.93,

Nevertheless, there are the doubts of great authoritics.
They demur to the idea of this having been the chapel, the
absence of any trace of a piscina, ““the arrangement of the win-

dow,”

say they, “and other details, and the position of the
apartment, so inconvenient of access to the domestics, are quite
different from the usual characteristics of this important feature
of the mediceval mansion.”

Front Rooms (x.0.), ’l. XX. By a gardrobe, in the corner, on
the left, we pass into onc of the striking rooms in the front of
the building—used, perhaps, for daneing and amusements.  Both
retain a fine specimen of the timber roof of the period, with
principals, purlins and broad curved braces. A flat panclled ceil-
ing was introduccd, later, for warmtl’s sake, of which the lLorizon-
tal beam, well-moulded and coloured, (1. X XII, fig. 3) remains.
Each room has a good fire-place. Each is lighted as before
deseribed. The first room (x) lias, besides, an additional window of
two lights (2’0 XXTL., fiy. 2) looking into the quadrangle.  The
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second room (0) has the window over the gateway, whose internal
finish, with its intramural arch and open trefoiled spandrils (Pl
XXITI., fig. 3 )ismuch to be admired. The fire-place is arched and
moulded, corresponding somewhat to that in the parlour, to the
left, below. The partitions of these rooms are to be noticed. The
Tudor doorways are, perhaps, to be explained by the original
access had from the stone stair. The break in the roof above, or
rather the timbers left plain, betoken, as aforesaid, intervening
apartments afterwards removed for the wider wooden stair.

A door at the corner of the latter large-room admits into the
South-cast side of the edifice—perhaps the sleeping apartments.
(r.Q.r.) Hereare the bedrooms of the now-inhabited portion, access-
ible by stairs, close to the buttery-hatcly, of later date. A singular
squint, now blocked-up, on this stair, in the angle (Pl. XX., first
floor) commanded the quadrangle below and, perhaps, the country
beyond. The second bedroom (@) has a very fine Jacobean fire-place,
which, with the outside appearance of this part and the view from
this side, might make one suppose that the room, in later times,
became an up-stairs withdrawing room. The iron work of the
windows should be noticed, particularly the ingenious latch and
bolt arrangement. In a pane of the window of this room is the

following couplet and memorandum ;—
June, 1691.
“Let others learn to live, there’s nothing I
Esteem worth learning but the way to die.”
Sept. 8, 1691. . H. Corc.
London to Icomb.
On another pane, which has disappeared :—
June, 1688.
¢ Sanat, Vivificat, Ditat quoque Surgere mand.”

H. Corr.

There are attics, now without floors. On the end wall of one is
drawn, in chocolate, a three-mast ship in full sail. An attic over
the South-cast end of the hall is called Dyke's chamber. A field
on the ecstate is called Dyke’s ficld. The tradition is that Dyke
was deranged and shut up in this chamber.
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A buttress, diagonal, with a portion of the original masonry
at the corner of the outbuildings on the South-cast side of the
Court, at a south angle, may indicate the original stables.

This account of Icomb Place is very incomplete, imperfect, and
possibly, incorrect. Yet it is hoped that it may help towards a
more wide-spread acquaintance with what is, really, an object of
not only local, but special county and even national interest—an
object round which the neighbourhood, the county and the nation
ought to rally to save it from destruction. Tt is hardly profane to
apply to it a otto, carved by a devout okl Rector on the lintel
of a window of the former Icomb Rectory,

“Deus hwe omnia feelt.

Finally, further knowledge may come of further research.
Adopting the Blackett motto,

“ Nous travaillerons dans 1’ espérance.”

PosTSCRIPT.

Just as this sheet was going to press we received from the author the
following note, with a request that it might be added by way of a post-
seript :—

Willlam de Teombe was a witness to a very remarkable charter by which
John de Camoys gave and granted spontaneously and solemnly to Sir William
Paynel, Knight, Margaret de Camoys, daughter and heir of Sir John de
Gadesden, his wife with all hier goods and chattels, with whom she after-
wards went through the eeremony of marriage. Upon the death of John de
Camoys the said William and Margaret sued for dower, and produced this
charter in support of her petition. The dower was however refused because
the said Margaret had left her husband and lived in adultery with William
Paynel. The charter is printed in Dugdale’s Baronage, p. 433.

Margaret was probably the daughter and heir of John de Gadesden, jun.,
who died 43rd Menry I, leaving Margaret his daughter and heir, aged 13
years,—Ing. p.m. 43rd Henry I11., No. 40.—Eb,





