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Bristol wnd  Glowcestershive Avchuological Soricty.

PROCEEDINGS
AT THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING,
AT CARDIFF,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, August 4th, 5th and 6th,
1908.

ALTHOUGH the members of the Society have not exhausted
the resources of their own district, and have towns and villages
within their borders not yet visited, they find it a pleasant
change occasionally to make friendly incursions into other
counties and inspect such time-honoured remains as afford
subjects for either carefully-prepared papers or casual remarks.
In some instances the Society has special claims upon the
outside localities, as in the case of Caerwent, the dim past of
which is being revealed gradually owing to excavations under-
taken by Bristol antiquaries. Chepstow and the surrounding
neighbourhood furnished an agreeable field for exploration by
archeeologists living this side of the Severn several years ago,
and now the Society has undertaken a visit into Wales, making
Cardiff the headquarters. It was a pleasant compliment to
choose Canon Bazeley for the President this year, as during
many years he was the most prominent member, and far and
near proved a highly competent guide, philosopher and friend
when places of interest were scrutinised.

The Cardiff gathering commenced at noon, in the City Hall,
where the Society was received by the Lord Mayor (Alderman
I. Ilityd Thomas). Among those present were Mr. W. St.
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Clair Baddeley (retiring President), Mr. Francis F. Fox, F.S.A.
(President of Council), Mr. G. M. Currie (Hon. General
Treasurer), Mr. John E. Pritchard, F.S.A. (Hon. Secretary for
Bristol), Mr. Michael G. Lloyd-Baker (Hon. General Secretary),
and many others.

The Lorp MAYOR said he was delighted to welcome them
there to the city of Cardiff, which had a reputation not only
modern, as they saw mostly at the present time, but also
ancient, and in the surrounding districts there were many
items of great archaological interest. He thought their visit
would be an interesting one, and as Lord Mayor of the city
he heartily welcomed them, and he hoped their deliberations
and inspection of the neighbourhood would be of advantage
to the Society generally and to them all individually. As a
Bristol Society, and in connection with Bristol there was some-
what of a rivalry between Cardiff and Bristol; but there were
other older associations before that rivalry took place. They
read in their school books that Duke Robert was confined in
Cardiff Castle for twenty-six years. He was informed, on
the authority of their librarian, that this was not quite correct,
and therefore their school history would have to be put right
in that respect. Part of the twenty-six years was spent at
Bristol, and the greater part was in Bristol, and it had been
ascertained that he was confined in Bristol before he came to
Cardiff. As between Cardiff, Tewkesbury and Gloucester
there were other associations. They had the manor roll of
Tewkesbury showing there was at one time a connection. In
fact, Fitz Hamon attached the land of Roath to the monastery
of Tewkesbury, and they would find land in that neighbourhood
still attached to the Diocese of Gloucester. Even the patron-
age of the living of their St. John’s Church, at Cardiff, was in
the hands of the Dean and Chapter of Gloucester. Old St.
Mary’s Church, where the Royal Hotel now stood, was swept
away about three centuries ago. That church was connected
with the Abbey of Tewkesbury, and there was a great deal of
connection between Cardiff and the area they were more
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particularly acquainted with, the Bristol and Gloucestershire
area.

Mr. W. S1. CLAIR BADDELEY (the retiring President), in
proposing a vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor, said there was
a time when Gloucester people would not be welcomed as they
were now. But there was nothing archzological about the
people at all then, and in those days there was no Lord Mayor.

Mr. J. McMurTRIE seconded the resolution. He said they
associated Cardiff rather with the glory of the present than
of the past. They had seen magnificent docks and collieries
surrounding in the district, and that was the special feature
with which Cardiff was associated. They were, however, glad,
notwithstanding that fact, they were able to represent to
them, connected as they were with the glories of the past, and
were in sympathy with the objects of the Society. -

The resolution was heartily carried, and the Lorp Mavor
briefly responded. He said the rates at Cardiff were not so
high as in some other places, 7s. 4d. in the £1. He directed
the attention of the visitors to the portrait of the third Marquis
of Bute in the Council Chamber, remarking that he was Mayor
of Cardiff in 1890-91, and was a great archaological student.
There was also a portrait of his father, the second Marquis,
who really made modern Cardiff.

Mr. S1. CLAIR BADDELEY then took the chair,

Mr. G. LLoyD-BAKER read the report of the Council for the
past year as follows :—

The Council present their Report for the year ending August 4th,
1908 i—

The number of ‘'members is exactly the same as that of last year,
viz. §30.

The accounts will form the subject of a separate report.

During the year the Society has undertaken the protection of the
Roman Villa at Witcombe, near Gloucester, which was fast falling into
decay. Mr. H. Medland kindly placed his services at the disposal of
the Council, and in addition to making plans and advising on estimates,
gave a very considerable amount of time and trouble to the superin-
tendence of the work, and this without any charge to the Society. The
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‘Council are happy to report that the Villa is now in a thoroughly good
state of repair, and should need no attention for many years, and that
owing to the liberal subscriptions received from members of the Society
and others, only a very small proportion of the cost, if any, will fall on
the funds of the Society.

In view of the great services rendered to the Society by Mr. Henry
Medland, of which the above is only one instance, and in view of the fact
that he has been a subscribing member of the Society since its foundation,
the Council have decided to cordially recommend that Mr, Medland be
invited to become an honorary member of the Society.

Since the last Report two General Meetings have been held, the
summer one on July 16th, 17th, 18th, 190y, at Clrencester and the spring
one on June 2nd, 1908, at Newent.

The local arrangements for the summer meeting devolved on Mr.
E. C. Sewell, by whom they were most efficiently carried out, whilst the
preparation of the archzological portion of the programme was under-
taken by Mr. Jasper Bazeley. To both these gentlemen the thanks
of the Society are due, as well as to Mr. E. Conder, F.S.A., who was
responsible for the arch®ological notes for the Newent meeting.

During the winter months four most successful lectures were given
at Gloucester under the auspices of the Society as follows :—

“Egypt,” by Professor Flinders Petrie.
‘“Caerwent,”’ by Mr. A. Trice Martin, F.S.A.
““Roman Villa Life,” by Mr. St. Clair Baddeley.
‘ Cardiff and Neighbourhood,” by Rev. Canon Bazeley.
All these lectures were well attended, and aroused considerable interest.

The Honorary Secretary for Bristol reports that six evening meetings
were held during the past winter session. The membership has increased
each year since these meetings were inaugurated, and the average
attendance has been larger. The following papers were read, and
several will be printed in the Transactions :—

“The Almshouses of Bristol,”” by Mr. Walter A. Sampson.

*The Medieval Libraries of Gloucestershire,” by Mr. T. W.
Williams.

 The Boundaries and Civic Authorities of Ancient Bristol,”
by Mr. J. J. Simpson.

« The Mediaval Chapels of Bristol,” by Mr. R. Hall Warren,
F.S.A. '

“Bristol Archzological Notes for 1907, by Mr. John E.

' Pritchard, F.S.A.

“ The Jewellery of the Bristol Effigies,” by Miss Ida M. Roper.

Mr A. Trice Martin, F.S.A., gave an account of the recent work
at Caerwent,



CARDIFF MEETING, : 17

All the meetings were held at the University and Literary Club, and
the Honorary Secrctary wishes to record the Socicty’s thanks to the
Bristol and West of England Amateur Photographic Association for
the usc of its room.

The Library at Bristol has considerably grown during the year,
owing to the kindness of the following donors: The President (Mr. St.
Clair Baddcley), the President of Council (Mr. F. F. Fox), Mr. J. W,
Adams, Mr. J. W. Arrowsmith, Dr. Alfred Harvey, Mr. Edward A.
Harvey, Mr. Alfred E. Hudd, Mr. Heber Mardon, Mr. F. I'. Tuckett,
and the Honorary Sccretary for Bristol (Mr. John E. Pritchard).

The Clifton Antiquarian Club also presented (through its Honorary
Sccrctary, Mr. Hudd) a complete sct of its Proceedings from 1834 to date.

A special vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Tuckett for his valuable
gifts, which included the first fifty-six volumes of Archeologia, 1770 to
1899, with the indices.

The Honorary Scerctary for Bristol wishcs to state that a number of
interesting and valuable architectural specimens of ancient Bristol
have been presented to the Museum and Art Gallery, since an apartment
has been assigned for such a collection, and these local objects will
doubtless prove of great value to architectural students in ycars to
come. ) .

It will be a satisfaction to members to know that the old Dutch
Housc at Bristol is now undergoing carcful reparation.

The financial position of the Society has engaged the carnest atten-
tion of the Council, and a Finance Committeec has been appointed,
whose report is now under consideration.

The Council has held six meetings during the last twelve months—
three at Gloucester and three at Bristol, and they desire to express
their obligation to the Lord Mayor of Bristol for the usc of the“old
Council Chamber, and to the Mayor of Gloucester for the usc of
the Guildhall, '

The Council desire to nominate for re-clection the President of
Council, the Vice-Presidents of the Society, the General Treasurer, the
General Secretary, the Scecretary for Bristol, and the Local Sccretarics.

The following members of Council retire by rotation, but, being
eligible, all, 'witﬁ the exception of the Rev. Canon O. P. Wardell-
Yerburgh, offer themsclves for re-clection.  Dr. Oscar Clarke, Canion Q. P.
Wardell-Yerburgh, Rev. W. Symonds, Mecssrs. W. St. Clair Baddeley,
A. T. Martin, F. Were, A. E. Hudd, F. J. Cullis, A, C. Fryer and
J. McMurtric.

Mr. St. CLAIR BADDELEY proposed the adoption of the
report. He said that document showed that the Society was

3
Vor. XXXI.
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fuller of archzological effort than ever. He also proposed
that the officers of the Council retiring in rotation be re-elected.

Mr. KEELING seconded the resolution, which was adopted.

Mr. Francis F. Fox proposed a vote of thanks to the
retiring President, and referred to him as an excellent linguist,
a distinguished historian, and in many branches of literature
he actively engaged. He said that Mr. St. Clair Baddeley
was chiefly instrumental in causing an excavation of the
Forum of Rome to be set on foot.

Mr. H. MEpLAND seconded the resolution, and thanked
the Society for electing himself an honorary member.

Mr. St. CLAIR BADDELEY responded, and introduced his
successor, Canon Bazeley, though, as he remarked, such
introduction was not necessary, as he stood much in the same
relationship to the Society that an uncle did to a nephew, or
a godfather to his godson. They might claim for him that by
his contributions and essays he was a perfect secretary, ““ Nil
tetigit quod non ornavit,” and besides that he was the life
of the Society. He was sure that the gifts he possessed as
Secretary would not fail him as President.

Canon BAZELEY then took the chair. He thanked ~hem
for their kind reception, and said they had certainly borne
with him for twenty-eight years, and been kind and considerate.
He. was sure the feelings with which they regarded him as
Secretary would be continued, and they would bear with him.
He would continue to lead them as he had striven to do in the
past. He expressed his thanks to Mr. Lloyd-Baker for
carrying on the work that he had done for some time.

The PRESIDENT next read his presidential address, which
is printed in the present volume.

Mr. G. B. WirTs proposed a vote of thanks to the President
for his address, observing that no man, living or dead, had
done so much for that Society as Canon Bazeley.

Dr. HARVEY seconded the motion, which was cordially

adopted.
Mr. LrLoyp-BAaKER read a letter from the Lord Mayor of
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Bristol, apologising for not attending the meeting, and saying
that he had so much work to get through before he went to
Jamaica that he could not be absent from Bristol for a day.

After luncheon at the Park Royal Hotel, the party set out in brakes
for an excursion. They first halted at Llandaff in order to inspect the
cathedral, and were welcomed by the Dean. The Dean gave the visitors
a mass of interesting facts respecting the building, and pointed out its
architectural peculiaritics. He said the cathedral was interesting in
many ways, in one that it was on the site of a very early Christian place
of worship. The present building only dated from the Norman times,
but the site was thrown back to the middle of the sixth century, when
there was the first building of a Christian character which formed the
centre of missionary work, and the bishop and a body of clergy made it
a home of religious worship among the heathen. Onc might ask why
that spot should be chosen, it seemed so out of the way. It was partly
perhaps from the force of circumstances, as the founder was a relative
of the princes of his district, and received from some of his relatives
ground for building. If there was possibly another reason it was that
before then it was a place hallowed with regard to matters of a sacred
character. .

Llandaff (Llan-ar-Daf, the Church on the Taff, or it may be Llan-
Dyfrig, the Church of St. Dubritius) has been the rival of Glastonbury
and Cacrleon in its claim to be the birthplace of British Christianity ;
but it is to be feared that we must set aside as legendary all that has been
written about Bran-the-Blessed and King Lucius. It may or may not
be true, but it certainly lacks confirmation.

There is no certain knowledge of what happened in Glamorgan
during the occupation of this island by the Romans, nor indeed when
they had withdrawn from Britain and left the inhabitants to the mercy
of Picts and Scots, and to their own feuds. The celebrated Book of
Llandaff is said to be full of inaccuracies, and so is the list of bishops
given ina MS of Iolo Morganwg, the celebrated antiquary of Flemingston.

It would appear, however, that St. Dubritius, if we may accept the
statements of his biographer, Benedict, a monk of Gloucester, ¢. a.D.
1120,! was Bishop or Archbishop of Llandaff from about 470 to jzc,
and on his rctirement to Bardsey was succeeded by St. Teilo and St.
Oudoccus. These three rank as the carly patron saints of the cathedral
church, and we must join with them the Apostle St. Peter.

The architectural history of Llandaff commences with the rule of
Bishop Urban, consecrated in 1107, fourteen years after the conquest
of Glamorgan, and in the ycar of Robert Fitz Haymon's death. Here

1 Rees’ Welsh Saints, pp. 170-8.
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again we have no certain record, and the stones of the building must tell
their own tale. The patrons of the Early Norman church must have
been Robert Fitz Roy, 1st Earl of Gloucester and Lord of Glamorgan, and
his son, William, the 2nd Earl. Urban is said to have laid the first stone
of the new church in 1121, and fragments of his work, the arch and part
of a window, still remain in the presbytery, which was probably the
original nave. It has been thought that a short apse, which served as a
chancel, stood on part of the site of the present lady chapel.

At the close of the twelfth century, Bishop Saltmarsh (1186—1191)
began to enlarge Urban’s church by the addition westwards of a Tran-
sitional Norman nave, and his work was probably continued by Bishop
Henry (1193—1218). The two Transitional north and south doorways
belong to this period.

The noble Early English west front belongs to the time of Bishop
William (1219—1229). A Llandaff seal of 1234 represents the church
with two western and two eastern towers. The chapter house is of this
period. Bishop William de Breuse (1266—1287) has the credit for
building the Decorated lady chapel, and his successor transformed
Urban’s Norman nave into the present presbytery, rebuilt the two bays
of the north choir aisle and the outer walls of thé nave, preserving the
late twelfth-century doorways.

The north-west tower was built at the expense of Jasper Tudor,
Earl of Pembroke, and uncle of Henry VII. The church when thus
completed was a beautiful, though simple and unpretentious structure.

No other British cathedral has suffered so much from war, from the
elements, and from neglect, and none has been more ably or lovingly
restored. The cathiedral was nearly destroyed when Owen Glendower
was master of the county in 1402-9 ; and Bishop Blethin spoke of it, in
1575, as irreparably in ruin. During the Civil War it was shamelessly
-desecrated. Early in the cightecenth century the western towers,
-especially the south-western, were wrecked by storms, and in their fall
broke in the roof of the nave. )

Many persons can remember when the west end was an ivy-clad and
grass-grown ruin.

In 1723 the cathedral church suffered severely from well-meant but
barbarous restoration. The four eastern bays of the nave were deprived
-of their clerestory and filled, after the style introduced by Sir Christopher
Wren in the seventeenth century, with a kind of Italian temple or hall,
and this was repaired as late as 1840. The first dean, William Bruce,
and Dean Conybeare who succeeded him, tock up the work of genuine
-restoration, and Bishops Coplestone (1827—1849) and Ollivant (1849—
1882) lent their invaluable aid. The laity of the diocese, all honour to
them, contributed generously, and more than £30,000 altogether was
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raised and expended. The joint architects were Messrs, Prichard (a
native of Llandaff), Seddon and Wyatt.

The church consists of nave with two western towers and north and
south aisles, the choir occupying the two castern bays, presbytery with
north and south aisles, and lady chapel with side chapels at its west cnd.
An Early English chapter house with vestibule takes the place of a south
transept. The church has no central tower or triforium. The long,
unbroken line of roof should have a fleche built on the base prepared for
it at the junction of the nave and presbytery, to break the monotony.
The Early English west front is the most striking feature, flanked as it is
on the north by Jasper Tudor’s tower and on the south by the new
tower and spire designed by Mr. Prichard.

The following features are also worthy of carcful attention :—The
late Early English foliage of the pier capitals and the Transitional door-
ways of the nave, the Norman arch in the presbytery, the ancient reredos
removed to the Matthew Chapel, the Early English chapter house,
squarc with a central pillar, the monuments of SS. Dubritius and Teilo,
of Bishops W. de Breuse (1287), Bromficld (1393), Marshall (1496), and
Ollivant (1882), of Dean Vaughan (1897), and of Sir David Matthew,
Standard-bearer to Edward IV. (1461), Sir W. Matthew, Lady Audley,
&e., &e.

The illustrations of Llandaff have been very kindly lent by Messrs.
George Bell & Sons from their excellent Cathedral Church of Llandaff, 1907.

The time at disposal for examining the architectural features having
expired, the party re-entered their vehicles, and, with a parting glance
at the remains of the bishop’s palace, which was destroyed by Owen
Glendower, drove off in the direction of St. Fagan's. After a ride of
about thrce miles through a romantic district, St. Fagan's Castle was
reached, the Society having been invited to inspect the charming gardens
by the Earl and Countess of Plymouth. Tea was served, and soon after
the return journey to Cardiff was undertaken.

About four miles due west of Cardiff, above the river Ely, stands
St. Fagan’s Castle, a many-gabled Elizabethan mansion built on the site
of onc far more ancient.  The exterior is very quaint ; and the interior
is full of beautiful carved oak furniture and English and forcign tapes-
triecs. The gardens are laid out in parterres in the Dutcli style of William
and Mary, and are full of pleasant surprises—slecping ponds, shaded
walks, and beds of bright perennials.

Mr. John Stuart Corbett has kindly contributed the following notes
on the devolution of the castle and manor.

The present Castle of St. Fagan’s is mainly a building of the latter
part of the sixteenth century, but occupies the site of an older building.
The mauor, which comprises the southern portion of the parish, the
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northern part being in Miskin, was always held directly of the chief lord,
as of his Castle of Cardiff. The manor and castle belonged first to the
le Sores, who were very probably among the followers of Fitz Haymon.
This family settled early at Backwell, in Somerset, and a branch held
manors in Cornwall.

Odo le Sore appears among the witnesses to an agrecement between
Robert Consul and Bishop Urban of Llandaff in 1126, and other
members of the family occur in early documents. Jordan le Sor held
fifteen fees in the Honour of Gloucester in the time of Henry II. In the
earliest known extent of Glamorgan, that of 1262, William le Sore appears
as holding St. Fagan’s, one knight’s fce.

Sir John le Sore was a knight of the county of Gloucester in the time
of Edward T  In the same reign Hawysia le Sore, heiress, married
Robert le Vele, of Huntingford, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire,?!
and in the inquisition of 1314 on the death of Gilbert de Clare, *‘ the heir
of Bago le Vele ” is named as Lord of St. Fagan’s. Sir Peter le Vele
married Hawies, daughter and heiress of Sir Nicholas Kingston, of
Tortwortl, in the county of Gloucester, and their descendants held that
manor for two hundred years.?2

St. Fagan’s remained in the le Vele family until the latter part of the
fifteenth century, when Alice, daughter and heiress of Robert le Vele,
married David Matthew, of Radyr, who died in 13504. Their four
dauglhters and coheiresses, or their descendants, sold their property to
Dr. John Gibbon. Prior to this, Leland (c. 1537), speaking of the old

"

castle, says ‘‘ a part of it yet standeth,” from which it would appear
that it was in ruins in his time. The purchase by Dr. Gibbon was later
than 1559, and earlier than 1570, he being mentioned aslord in a survey
of the estates of the Earl of Pembroke made in the latter year. He is
reputed to have built the present castle, at least in part, and certainly
sold the property to Nicholas Herbert, in 1586. In November, 1601,
it was the subject of an agreement for settlement on the marriage of
William Herbert, son of Nicholas. Nicholas Herbert died 1603, and
William succeeded. William Herbert sold St. Fagan’s to Sir Edward
Lewis, of the Van, near Caerphilly, in 1616.

There is good reason for believing that the object of the sale was to
raise money to aid in fitting out the last expedition of Sir Walter Raleigh,
in which Herbert certainly took part.

St. Fagan’s from that time onward remained in the Lewis family,
now represented by the Earl of Plymoutl, the present owner, to whose
ancestors it passed by the marriage, in 1730, of Elizabeth Lewis, only
child and heiress of Thomas Lewis, with Other Windsor, third Earl of
Plymouth.

1 Hundred of Berkeley, p. 235. 2 Atkyns’ Gloucestershire, p. 412.
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About a mile north-west of the castle was fought, on May Gth, 164S.
the battle of St. Fagan's, between a Parliamentary force, under Colonel
Horton, and a Welsh army, which had risen in favour of the King, under
Major-General Langharne, in which battle the Royalists were defeated
with heavy loss.

In the evening a meeting was held in the rooms of the South Wales
Institute of Engineers.

On \Vedncsday morning the party left Cardiff by railway for Cacr-
philly Castle, returning to the city in time for lunch.

Caerphilly Castle has been built in a deep basin sloping gently to the
east from Mynydd Mayo, and bounded on the south by Cefn Carnau, a
lofty mountain which separates it from the lowlands of Glamorgan. On
the west, threc miles distant, the Taff, and on the ecast the Rhymny,
much necarer, flow southward through ravines in the mountain range
towards the Bristol Channel. This basin, which consists partly of
morass and partly of raised beds of gravel and rolled pebbles, and is
watered by a brook called Nant-y-Gledyr, which runs N.N.E, into the
Rhiymny, constitutes the pass of Senghenydd through which Llewellyn,
in the time of Henry II1., and many other Welsh princes before hum, had
marched with their armies to attack and ravage the English borders.
It was to prevent these forays at this point that Gilbert de Clare, the
“ Red Earl of Gloucester ”’ and Lord of Cardiff and Glamorgan, built
one of the most perfect and formidable examples of Edwardian con-
centric castles. Together with its outworks it occupies thirty acres, an
area larger than that of any other Welsh castle.

The unknown architect, employed by Earl Gilbert, sclected for the
site of the castle a peninsula of gravel which could be easily pierced by
moats and surrounded by a lake formed by damming up a brook called
Nant-y-Gledyr.

The approach to the castle from the railway station lics through the
town of Caerphilly, and the point first reached is the south-cast angle
of the outworks. Here was the #le de pont which formed the curved
termination of the southern curtain of the Grand Front and defended
the thick wall which arrested the waters of the Nant-y-Gledyr.

It will be seen by Mr. G. T. Clark’s plan that the castle consists of
four parts:—I., The Grand Front; II., The Horn Work; IlI., The
Middle Ward ; and IV., The Inner Ward.

There is a fifth part : a quadrangular carthwork capped at the three
outer angles by Dbastions, with an outer ditch whicl follows its curve.
This outwork, which lies in a grove of trees to the north-west of the castle,
was thought by the late Mr. G. T. Clark to have been constructed during
the Civil War ; but there is no record of the castle being Lesieged in
the sixteenth century, nor any proof that its partial destruction by
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gunpowder took place then, and not much carlier. These two points
require careful consideration and inquiry.

I. The Grand Front, which should be scen from the back of the
street as well as from the Middle Ward, consists of a great gate-house
flanked by curtains and posterns, the length of the whole structure from
north to south being 250 feet. © This front was defended on the cast by
a broad and deep moat, which was crossed by a double drawbridge
which, when lowered, rested on a pier built in the moat. The gate-
house had a portal protected by gates, portcullis and stockade, with
lodges on either side. To the west was the gateway tower with seven
chambers in its two stories and surmounted by a quadrangular turret.
A broad platform which extended along the southern curtain on the
south side and a postern gallery inside the north curtain constituted the
outer ward. To enter the castle one passes down the slope of the outer
moat and enters the fortified enclosure through the breach in the
southern curtain which still marks the exit of the waters of the lake.

II. The Horn Work, forming an additional defence to the castle on
its west side, occupiecs three acres. On its eastern face is a semi-pier to
receive the drawbridge, twenty feet long, which dropped from the gate-
house of the outer ward. The Horn Work was revetted, or cased with
stone. A curved outwork, constructed on a bed of gravel, connected
the Horn Work with the Grand Front, and separated tlie inner moat
from the northern lake.

III. The Middle Ward lies within the inner moat, and consists of
four terraces defended by a high curtain rounded at tlie angles, and by
eastern and western gate-houses. There is a water-gate on the south,
and a kitchen tower.

IV. The Inner Ward is a quadrangle, 200 by 160 feet. It is con-
tained by four curtains capped at the angles by round bastion towers
and pierced, on the cast and west, by two magnificent gate-houses. A
rampart walk passes along the summit of the walls, and on the south
there is a triforial gallery in the thickness of the walls.

The south-east tower has been split into two by an explosion of gun-
powder, and half of it leans towards the middle ward. This tower is
considered to be one of the most interesting features of the castle

The hall is built against the south curtain. It is lighted by four lofty
Decorated windows with ball-flower mouldings, and must have been an
addition made to the Red Earl’s work by his son, Gilbert (1295—1314),
or by his son-in-law, thic unfortunate Hugh Despencer, Lord of Cardiff
in his wife’s right (1314—1326).

Between the windows is a broad fireplace, and east of them is a dccr
which formed the principal entrance. A door on the curtain on the
south side of the hall leads down a long vaulted passage to the water-gate
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of the lake, and another door more to the cast leads to the kitchen and
bake-house. A door at the west end leads into the state apartments,
and other doors at the cast end communicate with the chapel and a
cellar bencath. The roof sprang from fourteen short pillasters resting
on corbel heads. The cast, south and west sides were probably hung
with tapestry. -

At some period unknown the castle has been rendered uninhabitable
and incapable of defence by the explosion of mines of gunpowder, and
the castle has been used as a quarry by the Lewises of the Van and
others.

The evidence afforded by the architecture of the castle places the
date of its contruction at about 1260 to 1270, and of the various
additions, such as the hall, at 1307 to 1327.

The castle is referred to in 1272 as having been lately built by
Gilbert de Clare. The castle was repaired in the reign of Henry VIIIL.
and uscd as a prison.

Some authoritics on Caerphilly Castle are :—

G. T. Clark, Archeologia Cambrensis, New Series, vol. i., pp. 251—304.
G. T. Clark, Medieval Military Avchitecture, 1884, vol. i., pp. 315—335.
R.W.B., Archaologia Cambrensis, 5th Series, 1886, vol. iii., pp. 161—174.

The illustrations have been kindly lent by the Cambrian Archaxo-
logical Association. We are greatly obliged to Mr. E. W. M. Corbett for
his permission to print copies of the ground plan of Caerphilly Castle,
with valuable historical notes by Mr. J. Stuart Corbett.

In the afternoon a visit was paid to Cardiff Castle, which occupics
the site of a Roman station, proof of which was given a few years ago by
the discovery of a strong wall of Roman masonry beneath the carthworks
of the castle. St. John’s Church was next visited, and it is interesting
to note that it was built by onc Hart, who also is said to have built the
magnificent tower of St. Stephen’s, Bristol. At the City Muscum the
members were received by Dr. O. T. Vachell and Mr. John Ward, the
Curator ; and tea was provided by the President and members of the
archacological section of the Cardiff Naturalists’ Society.

Cardiff Castle occupies the site of an important Roman station, one
of a series of military camps guarding the Via Julia Maritima, the great
highway from Gloucester to the west coast of South Wales.

It was always thonght possible that Cardiff, like Caerwent, Cacrleon,
and Cowbridge, might be of Roman origin, but there was no proof of this
until, a few years ago, a strongly-constructed wall of Roman masonry
was found to be buried benecath the carthworks of the present castle.
The north gateway has been uncovered and restored, and it is believed
that there was a southern gateway on the opposite side of the fortress.
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The castle stands on a broad gravel plain between the rivers Taff and
Rhymny, on the left bank of the Taff, and covers an area of 200 by 216
yards.

It is protected on the north and east and partly on the south by banks
of earth, and on the west and remainder of the south side by a lofty wall,
40 feet high, 10 feet thick, and perfectly solid. Outside the bank was a
ditch which has been partly superseded by the canal on the east, and by
the Dock feeder on the north. The ditch has been filled in on the south
side.

About one-fourth of the enclosed area, to the north-west, is occupied
by a great mound with a surrounding ditch. This is crowned by the
keep. The entrance was on the south side by a barbican, part of which
remains. The older part of the keep was the work of Robert, Earl of
Gloucester, 1117—1147. The barbican was built by Isabel Despencer,
the heiress of her family and the wife—first of Richard Beauchamp, Earl
of Worcester and Abergavenny, and secondly of Richard Beauchamp,
Earl of Warwick. She died in 1439, and was buried with her first
husband in Tewkesbury Abbey. The barbican was connected with a
cluster of strong towers occupying the southern slope of the mound, and
ending in a second gate-house, the portal of which gave access to the
inner ward. This tower gate-house is thought to have been the prison of
Robert, Duke of Normandy from 1126—1134. The Black Tower, his
traditional prison, was erected long after his death. A wall extended
from this gate-house to the gateway of the castle in the southern curtain,
and separated the outer from the inner ward. It was removed in the
eighteenth century. .

Close to the southern gateway was a lofty tower of thirteenth or
fourteenth-century date, called the Black Tower, which was restored
fifty or sixty years ago.

The Lodgings or habitable part of the castle are on the west side,
built against the great Norman wall : the tower and its wings outside,
and the rest inside. These are connected by tunnels cut through the
wall with immense labour.

The tower, rising from a square, is broached into an octagon, and is
seventy-five feet high, being Dbattlemented and machicolated. Like
Guy’s tower at Warwick, it was probably built by Richard, Earl of
Warwick, 1423—1439. On the east side of the wall are the great hall
and other statc and domestic apartments.

The southern wing outside the curtain is of the same date as the
tower ; the northern wing, Mr. Freeman thinks, was built or rebuilt by
the first Stuart owner about 120 years ago.

The internal parts have been built and rebuilt by the Herberts and
Stuarts at various times since the days of Edward VI. Vast additions
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at enormous cost—notably the clock tower at the south-west angle—
were made by the late Marquis of Butc.

The Roman fortress, enclosed by a wall of stone and protected by a
moat, was a squarc, and contained about ten acres.  The recent excava.-
tions have brought to light a massive gatcway on the'north curtain with
two pilasters on cither side of the portal, and flanked by chambers with
semi-polygonal apses which are semi-oval within for the use of the guards.

It is impossible to ascertain what happened to the castle for some
centuries after the withdrawal of the Romans. It is uncertain at what
period, whether immediately before or after the Norman occupation, the
mound was constructed, and thc remains of the Roman walls were
covered with carth on the north-cast and partly on the south. The
circuit was completed by a high and massive Norman curtain, built on
the foundations and lower tiers of the Roman wall.

When the Normans were established in South Wales, Cardiff Castle
became the Caput of the scignory of Glamorgan and the residence of the
lords. From Robert FitzHaymon it passed with one of his daughters
and coheiresses to Robert Fitz Roy, a natural son of Henry L., and after
him to his son, William, sccond Earl of Gloucester, who left daughters
only.

King John, before his accession to the crown, held Cardiff in right of
his wife, Isabel, the youngest of these; then Geoffrey de Mandeville,
her second husband, held it.  On the death of Isabel, in 1217, it probably
passed to thc grcat de Clare family by marriage of Amice, sccond
daughter of Earl William, with Richard de Clare ; and Gilbert de Clare,
their son, added the Lordships of Gloucester and Cardiff, and the Earldom
of Gloucester to his paternal Earldom of Hertford. Four de Clares held
it in succession for well-nigh a century. Eleanor, heiress of the last de
Clare, who fell at Bannockburn in 1314, carried it in marriage to Hugh
Despencer, the younger. The Despencers died out in the male line with
Richard, a minor and childless; and his sister and heiress, Isabel
Despencer, married, as we have scen, two Beauchamps, both carls.
Having no children by the first marriage, her posscssions passed to the
house of Warwick, and greatly increased its power and influence.
Richard III. became Lord of Cardiff in right of his wife, Annc Neville,
Later on Hengy VII. became possessed of it; for, as Mr. J. S. Corbett

tells me, Annce Neville, widow of ““ the Kingmalker,” who had survived
her daughter, had granted it to his uncle, Jasper Tudor, Duke of Bed-
ford. Henry and his son granted leases of it to Charles Somerset, and
Edward VI. sold it to William Herbert, first Earl of Pembroke. In the
cighteenth century it became the property of the Windsors by marriage
with a Herbert heiress, and later on, in a similar way, of the Stuarts, who

are represented at the prescut time by the Marquis of Bute.
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The best authority on Cardiff Castle is the late Mr. G. T. Clark.

Sce Mediwval Military Architecture, vol. i., pp. 336—350.

Archeologia Cambrensis, 3rd Series, vol. viii.,, p. 249; G6th Series,
vol. i, p. 70, &c. . )

Also in the last quarterly part of Archeologia Cambrensis there is a
valuable paper on “ Roman Cardiff ” by Mr. John Ward, F.S.A.

The public libraries of Cardiff consist of the Central Library in
Trinity Street and five branches, at two of whicli are children’s reading
halls.

The Central Library was erected by the city authorities at a cost
of £30,000 on a site worth half that sum. It contains the largest
collection in existence of Welsh literature, and of books felating to the
topography and language of the Principality. It also possesses many
valuable Celtic MSS. Our Society is greatly indebted to Mr. Ballinger,
the Chief Librarian, for invaluable help in preparing for the Cardiff
meeting.

The Welsh Museum occupies a portion of the Central Library
buildings. It contains many interesting exhibits and is well arranged.
In the Archaological rooms will be found numberless objects illustrating
domestic life in bygone days. The horse-trappings and ornaments
found at Seven Sisters, near Neath, relics of the Iron Age, are especially
worthy of notice.? In the Art Rooms are beautiful examples of the rare
Swansea and Nantgarw porcelain, and casts of pre-Norman Welsh
Crosscs.

The Meneclaus Room contains valuable examples of old and modern
oil paintings, reproductions of carved ivory statuettes, busts, &ec.

In the Natural History Room is a good series of the wild birds of
Wales.

The Curator, Mr. John Ward, F.S.A., is an =minent antiquary, and
has made Roman Cardiff a special study.

In the evening at the South Wales Institute of Engineers, whose
Council Chamber was lent for the occasion, there were papers and
discussions on subjects of the visit. -At this meeting one of the most
pleasant events of the visit occurred, being the presentation of his
portrait in oils to tlie President, in recognition of his many years’
valualje service as Secretary. . .

AMr. F. I'. Fox, the President of Council, who made the presen-
tation, read a letter from Mr. Bruton, of Gloucester, who expressed
regret at his absence, and added that as a member of the Society from
its foundation the presentation afforded him intense pleasure, for they
could not too highly appreciate the distinguished service which Canon
Bazceley had rendered to the Society, and his indefatigable exertions to

1 Sce Arch. Cambr., 6th Ser., vol. v., p. 127.
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ensurc that it should be in the front rank of archaological socictics in
the kingdom. That letter, said Mr. Fox, struck the keynote of what
they were mict to celebrate.  Referring to the relations of Canon Bazeley
to the Socicty, he said that his name appeared on the first printed list
of the Socicty in 1876. In 1878 he was onc of two Honorary Secretaries,
Mr. Hallett, who was still a member, being the other. At about that
time Mr. Hallett’s duties obliged him to resign, and Canon Bazcley took
the duties alone, and discharged them until the year 1907. During that
long time he gave his time, his talents, and his energy most unreservedly
to the interests of the Socicty. e administered its finances with very
sound judgment, and with ecconomy. He provided them at all their
meetings and excursions with much intcllectual enjoyment, taking care
at the same time of their creature comforts. He certainly stimulated
many of them to study the history of the county, as well as the two
citics of Gloucester and Bristol, and, as Mr. Bruton had said, he had
undoubtedly placed the Socicty in the front rank of similar institutions.
What more could he have done? He thought he had made an idecal
Secrctary, and he had done his work with so much brightness and
cheerfulness, that really it had been a pleasure to have anything to do
with him. e deserved their warmest gratitude, and he (Mr. Fox) did
not use that word in the cynical sense of expectation of favours to come.
Hec ventured to offer him, on their behalf and his own, the warmest
gratitude in its best and truest sense for all he had donc for them.
When the Socicty determined to make a small offering to him, the
Council appointed Mr. Frank Tuckett and himsclf to sce the Canon.
Both Canon and Mrs. Bazcley desired to have a portrait rather than
anything clsc. He put himseclf in the hands of an artist in London,
whose work had been in the Royal Academy for a good many vears,
Mr. Hugh de T. Glazcbrook, and he thought the portrait represented
the Canon very accurately indeed.  Mr. Fox then made the presentation
amid hearty applause, and there was a gencral consensus of opinion that
it was an admirable portrait. It was handsomely framcd, and bore a
suitable inscription.

Canon BazreLry, who was received with great cordiality, in acknow-
ledging the gift, said it was not a time when he could say very much,
but he felt inclined to say, first of all, that onc did not like one’s work to
be over-magnificd. Where would he have been as Sccretary if he had
not, for instance, had the Rev. C. S. Taylor as Editor ? He could not
possibly have done the Editor’s work as Mr. Taylor had done it, and if
their Society was in the front rank of English socictics, it was not so
much because of any work that lic had donc as the position which their
Transactions held. They were thought most highly of. He (the speaker)
could not accept any gratitude on their behalf for those Transactions.
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He had, in any indirect way he was able, helped Mr. Taylor,
and had been very glad to help in the programmes, and so help Mr.
Taylor to give an account of their meetings, but beyond that he could
accept nothing. They owed Mr.,Taylor a very deep debt of gratitude
indeed for what he had done. He personally owed him very much.
The Secretary was always to the front, and there were two sides to that.
If he made a mess of it, of course he got the blame, but if things went
well then he got most of the kudos. There was the poor Treasurer (Mr.
G. M. Currie), working from morning to night in that charming hand of
his, and doing work not of the pleasantest description. He got no
credit at all. Nobody thought of giving him a portrait. They would
as soon give a testimonial to the tax-gatherer as the Treasurer. Yet
where would he (the speaker) be without him ? He felt most grateful
to the Treasurer. He was one of his kindest and best friends, and he
must pass on to him a grea't deal of what had been said of him that
night. Then, where would they be without the President of Council ?
His very good friend, Mr. Fox, had backed him up in every possible
way since he had occupied that post, and they all knew his gracious
manner ; and his courtesy and his old-fashioned politeness had been
of the greatest use to them, and of the greatest advantage to the Secre-
tary. Then there was that splendid, enthusiastic, hardworking Secretary
at Bristol, Mr. John E. Pritchard. When he undertook the work
Bristol really had no position at all in the Society. It dwindled down,
and another Society was almost holding first position.. Now he had
restored the Society to its proper place at Bristol. Long might he
continue his work there, and it would be an evil day for the Society
when he was obliged to give it up. He had now told them plainly
that a great deal of what had been said that night was due not to him,
but to others. In 1878 he found himself with a very small parish, after
having had a somewhat important charge in London with a great deal
of hard work, and he found himself with too little work for a man of his
age. If the Dean and Chapter of Gloucester had made him Vicar of
St. John'’s, Cardiff, as they were nearly doing—it was a toss up whether
he went to Matson or to Cardiff—they would be giving a portrait to
somebody else instead of him. He was thankful his lot had been in
such pleasant ground. He had always remembered that although he
was Secretary of an archzological society, he was still a clergyman, one
who ought to do his best in his sacred profession, and therefore he had
striven always to remember that when they had visited God’s house it
had been His house and not a museum. And he had ventured to ask
them to join in a short prayer to Him, that he might draw their minds
in the right direction before they began to discuss holy things. He was
most grateful that, whatever their views, or whatever denominations
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they attached themselves to, he had never in any way received any
opposition, but had been encouraged in his attempt to raise the Society
not only as an archxological socicty, but spiritually. He valued very
much all the friendship which they had poured upon him in the past,
and that portrait had an inscription which, when he was gone, would
remind his children of all their kindness, and of the work which he had
been able to do on behalf of the county and themselves.

The members afterwards enjoyed the hospitality of the Lord Mayor
{Alderman Illtyd Thomas). .

On Thursday morning those of us who did not pay an involuntary
visit to Barry Docks by the way went direct by rail to Llantwit Major,
an ancient scat of learning, information with regard to which may be
gathered from the following sources :—

E. A, Freeman, Archaologia Cambrensis, 3rd Series, vol. iv., p. 31,
epitomised in gsth Series, vol. v., p. 410.

G. E. Halliday, drcha@ologia Cambrensis, sth Series, vol. xvi.,
p. 129.

John W. Rodger, Cardiff Naturalists’ Society's Transactions, vol.
XXXIX.

The Church of Llantwit consists of a chancel, a nave with north and
south aisles, and a tower inserted at its west end, a western church, with
a south porch and parvise, used at present not for divine service, but as
a receptacle for a most intcresting series of memorial crosses and mono-
liths, dating back to pre-Norman times. Iarther west is a third building
in a ruinous condition, which when perfect consisted of a crypt or
undercroft, and a chapel on the first floor.  To this building is attached
on the north side a sacristan’s house.

Mr. E. A. Freeman, in opposition to local tradition and nomenclature,
declared the eastern portion of the church to be the oldest, but this has
been disproved by discoveries made since his death.

The inner door of the south porch and the lower tiers of masonry in
the work of the western church are considered by Mr. Halliday and
Mr. Rodger to be part of a Norman cdifice built early in the twelfth
century. The piers of the tower arc Transitional Norman, and belong
to the end of that century. It would seem, therefore, that the western
church, called by the inhabitants ‘‘ the old church,” was originally the
nave of a cruciform Norman church, which had also transepts and
chancel. To this nave was added late in the twelfth century a central
tower. In the thirteenth century great changes were made. The south
porch was built with a parvise, or priest’s chamber. In other respects
the Norman nave remained intact and was used as a parochial church,
as at Ewenny. The tower was also untouched; but the Norman
transepts and chancel were removed to make room for an Early English
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conventual cliurch, with an engaged tower, arcades were inserted, and
nortl and south aisles were constructed forming a prolongation of the
transepts eastwards. Then a new chancel was built with four lancet
windows on the north side, and an arcade and narrow aisle on the south.
At the same period a chapel with crypt was added to the west end of the
“old church.”

No clhange appears to have taken place in the fourteenth century.
In the fifteenth the ‘‘ old "’ or western church was rebuilt, the porch
being allowed to remain. A door was inserted instead of a window in
the south aisle of the eastern or ‘‘ new ’’ church, the south aisle of the
chancel was removed, and the arcade built up with stonework, two
windows and a priest’s door being inserted between the piers.  The
east window of this chancel aisle was inserted at the east end of the south
aisle of the nave, and a sacristan house was added to the western or
“lady ” chapel on its north side.

A few additions were made when the cliurcl was restored in 1903.
Flying arches were inserted in the south aisle to support the arcade,
and the large buttresses, built on the west side of the tower in 1732,
were renewed.

We have, then, at present an Early English eastern church with
Perpendicular insertions, a Transitional tower, a Perpendicular western
church with Early English porch, and an Early English chapel iu ruins
with a fifteenth-century sacristan’s house attached to-it on its north
side.

In the western church are the following crosses, &c. :—

I. The cross shaft of St. Illtyd. On one face is inscribed,
““ Y Samson posuit lianc crucem ¥ pro anima ejus ¥4’ ; and on the
other, ““ Crux Iltuti Samson regis "« Samuel ¥ Ebisar »J.”

II. The pillar of Samson. On the front is, * In nomine Di Summi,
incipit Crux Salvatoris qua e preparavit Samsoni a pa ti pro anima sua
et pro anima Iuthahelo Rex et Artmali Tega 2« m.”

III. The cross of Houelt. The accepted rendering of the inscription
is, “ In nomine Di Patris et Speretus Santdi anc crucem Houelt proper-
abit pro anima Res patres ejus.” .

Sece Inscribed and Sculptured Stones at Llantwit Major, by J. Romilly
Allen ; Archeologia Cambrensis, sth Series, vol. vi., p. 118, and vol. x.,
p. 326.

IV. The cylindrical pillar, and V. the cross shaft, both of these last

being uninscribed.

There are also a semi-effigial slab of the twelfth century inscribed
with Lombardic capitals, * Ne petra calcetur qui sub jacet ista tuetur,”
and an effigy of the Elizabethan period.

The roof of the western church has bosses carved with the arms
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of the Bassetts, Berkerolles, &c. The heraldic carvings arc described
in Archeologia Cambrensis, 3rd Series, vol. iv.

In the south aisle of the castern church is a niche with a Jesse tree.!
There is a stone reredos of late fourteenth-century date. Remains of
paintings may be seen on the walls.  The mouldings of the pier shafts
and bases, and the carved foliage of thie caps are good cxamples of the
work of the period when Norman was passing into Early English. The
font is Norman. ’ )

The town hall of Ltantwit, whicl is an interesting old building,
<ontains a bell inscribed, ““ Sancte Iltute ora pro nobis.”

If we can accept the evidence given by the Book of Llandaff, the
Triads, and other Welsh MSS., Llantwit Major (Llan-Illtyd IFawr) was,
in the sixth and seventh centuries, one of the most famous of Celtic
universities, with 2,000 students, 400 houscs, and 7 Ilalls: The Iolo
MSS. state that Eurgain, a daughter of the British chicftain, Caractacus,
founded a clhoir or schiool of Divinity ncar Llantwit. Some support
has been given to this tradition by the discovery twenty vears ago of a
Romano-British villa at Cacr Wrgan (Eurgain’s Castle), a mile to the
north of Llantwit, and of Roman remains at Tre Wrgan (Eurgain’s
town) hard by.?

In the fifth or carly in the sixth century, Illtyd, a great-nephew of
‘Germanus, Bishop of Auxerre, came from Armorica (Brittany) and under
the influence of St. Cadoc, founder of a college at Llancarvan, renounced
his profession as a soldicr, and devoted himself to religion. According
to the Llandaff register Illtyd built a chiurch and founded a monastic
school at Llantwit for the cducation and training of clergy.  This
school, whicli was known as Bangor [lltyd, became a centre of religious
hfe from whence missionarics went forth to labour amongst the heathen
or half-Christian pcoples of Britain and Gaul.

Many of thesc, such as St. Samson of Dol, St. Leonore and St. Paal
de Léon, arc still reverenced in Brittany. DBut Llantwit was also famous
for the bishops and schiolars it produced. St. David, the patron saint
of Wales, who gave his name to a diocese and fifty-two churches and
chapels, Gildas, the gloomy and disappointing Britisl chironicler, but
surnamed ““ the Wise,”” Taliesin, the poet, &c., &c., are all said to have
studied at Llantwit. St. Iltyd, the friend and rival of St. Cadoc, has
like him been made the patron of at least cight cliurches and chapels in
Glamorgan. T wish we knew more of his work at Llantwit and of his
successors, the abbots of the college he founded. Many of them arc
mentioned in pre-Norman charters by name. The Guentian Brut says
that Owen, son of Howel the Good, destroyed the college at Llantwit
in 939 because hie found Saxon scholars there.  After this we read of

1 Sce Isaiah xi, 1. 2 Arch. Cambr., Scr. v., vol. v., p. 413.

4
VoL, XXXL
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priests and no longer of abbots of Llantwit. After the conquest of
Glamorgan, Robert Fitz Haymon appears to have appropriated to his
own use the vast estates connected with Llancarvan and Llantwit, and
to have conferred the churches with their immediate posséssions on the
great abbeys of Gloucester and Tewkesbury. e

Very probably the ancient Welsh colleges had sadly deteriorated in
the course of time, or had been almost destroyed by Danes and other
invaders; and he thought it best to change their form and give them
into the care of the powerful and learned Benedictine houses of his
Honour of Gloucester, one of them, Tewkesbury, being his own founda-
tion.

For four centuries the monks of Tewkesbury appear to have carried
on educational work at Llantwit as those of Gloucester did at Llancarvan,’
and to have used the eastern part of the church for their devotions.
No doubt they took also a generous part in the extensive restorations
and additions that went on in the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries. In
the meanwlile the inhabitants worshipped in the western part, and had
a voice in the appointment of their parish priest.?

I do not know if there is any historical evidence of a medizval college,
but to the west of the church, and above it, stands a building whicly
tradition says was the gate-house of a monastic house which stood in
the adjoining field. Indeed, Llantwit is full of narrow, winding alleys,
of quaint houses, and fields full of mounds and trenches that retain in
their nomenclature memories of its past educational renown. When the
Dissolution came, the patronage of the church and the lands formerly
held by Tewkesbury were given to the new Dean and Chapter of
Gloucester, and their successors held them till very lately.

An interesting monograph, entitled Llantwit Major, a Fifth-Century
University, has been written by a member of our Council, Dr. A. C.
Fryer, who gives numerous authorities for his romantic sketch of
ancient British religious history.

A pleasant drive brought the party to St. Donat’s Castle, concerniué
which the following account is an epitome of what Mr. G. T. Clark wrote
in 1371:—32

The Castle of St. Donat is the only ‘military building in Glam‘organ
whicl,, like Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire, has been occupiced
withiout intermission since it was built, The name of the castle does not
appear in the Liber Landavensis nor in any other carly Welsh records.
It was probably firs{ built by Sir William Esterling or Stradling, who was
one of Fitz Haymon's kmghts, and he held his Manor and Castle o

1 Monastic Annals of Tewkesbury, A.D, 1230.
2 Thirtcen Views of the Castle of St. Donat, Cardiff, 1871, 4to.
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Donat at the service duc from onc knight’s fee, held of the Castle of
Cardiff.

St. Donat’s stands on the castern bank of a deep ravine which opens
lower down on the sca. Far below the castle on the west is the parish
churcly, with the Stradling aisle and tombs, and a graceful, unmutilated
churchyard cross.

The present castle, which was built in the fifteenth century, with
additions in the sixteenth century, is protected on two sides by the steep
natural bank, and on the north and north-cast by an artificial dry ditch.
The seca front is formed by the wall of the main building, the tower at
the south-west angle being known as Lady Annc’s. Opposite to the
castle, on the other side of the ravine, stands the watch tower, from the
summit of which a good view may be obtained of the Somerset coast
and the Bristol Channel.

The plan of the building is ncarly a square, about 150 feet across.
The entrance is on the north-cast side across a bridge now made perma-
nent, and through a gateway into a small court where there are traces
of thirtcenth-century work.  From this outer court a sccond gateway
leads into the main court of the castle which is wholly surrounded with
buildings. On the left is the hall with porch and projecting oriel,
behind it the drawing-room, kitclien, and offices, and at cither end a
suite of rooms.

The bottom of the court is occupied by the great dining-room and
parlour. At the south end of the dining-room a staircase leads to the
saloon. In 1871 some of the buildings were in a state of decay, but the
castle has been lovingly repaired by its late and present owners.

Sir William Stradling, the reported founder, married Julian Hawey,
an heiress of Comb Hawey, Dorsct.

Sir Peter Stradling married a daughter and heiress of Sir Gilbert
Strongbow, of Caldecot, who brought two Oxfordshire manors to the
family. Their son, Sir Edward, visited the East and became a Knight
of the Holy Sepulchre about 1330; so did Sir Edward’s son, William.
tesp. Richard II.

During the lifetime of Sir Thomas Stradling, in the reign of Elizabeth,
a miraculous cross was found in a tree blown down by the wind. Sce
Archaologia Cambrensis, 1863. '

The Stradlings, after holding the castle for ncarly 650 years, died
out in the male line in 1738.  Since then the castle has been held by
the Mausels, Tyrrwhits, Drakes, and Carnes, and is now the property of
Morgan Williams, Esq. .

Members were very much interested in the valuable collection of
ancicnt armour which has found a home in the hall of the castle.

The next journey lay in the direction of lunch, which, by the kindly
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courtesy of Colonel Turbervill, was served in the beautiful grounds of
Ewenny Priory. After lunch the church was visited under the guidance
of the Vicar, the Rev. T. D. Bevan, and the President.

About midway between the two great mercantile centres of South
Wales, Cardiff and Swansea, and close to the Roman highway, called
by R. Colt Hoare Via Julia Maritima, lies Ewenny Priory, one of the
very few fortified monasteries rcmaiiling in Great Britain, and the most
perfect of them all.

The priory is built in a marshy valley through which the rivers
Ewenny and Ogmore flow to the sca. To the north was a vast forest
which survives in the 11amc§_ of Coyty, Coychurch, Pencoed, &c., and
beyond this, some five miles distant, rises up the mountain range which
the Welsh called Blacnau. To the south Ogmore Down and Oldcastle
Down hide Ewenny from the Bristol Channel and shelter it from the
winter storms. It was a spot well suited by nature for religious exercises
and peaceful husbandry ; but in the twelfth century the Welsh were
writhing under the Norman yoke, and ever and anon they strove to
drive out their conquerors with spear and sword.

Moreover, though the firm hand of William I. had driven away
from Britain the Danish and Irish pirates, the memory of their raids
was still fresh in the minds of the maritime villagers, and they feared
their renewal. The Welsh had some regard for the monks, and though
they belonged to an alien monastery, gave them lands; Dbut the fierce
Scandinavian freebooters slew the priests in the house of their sanctuary,
and had no compassion on old or young. Therefore the founder of the
priory, though he had his castle of Ogmore hard by, built for its defence
walls and towers which have resisted to this day the efforts of man and
time to destroy them.

The church and its surroundings have been described by Mr. E. A.
Freeman in Archeologia Cambrensis, 3rd Series, vol. iii., and by Colonel
Turbervill in Ewenny Priory, Monastery and Fortress. (London : Elliot
Stock, 1901).  When completed carly in the twelfth century the church
was cruciform, and consisted of nave with west doorway, north aisle
and porch, a central tower, north and south transepts with four tran-
septal chapels, and chancel. The nave was always, as at present,
parochial ; the crossing and chancel were monastic until the middle.of
the fifteenth century. Since that time the eastern limb has been the
private property of the lay possessors of Ewenny. .

"The nave, which was shortened in 1804 by fiftecen feet, has on the
north side an arcade of four bays with plain massive arches. High
up over the piers and opposite them on the south side are round-headed
Norman windows. The font is as old as the church. The north tran-
sept, intact in Grosse’s view of 1775, has disappeared. The south
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transept has lost its castern chapels, but retains their blocked-up door-
ways. It is lighted at the west end by three round-hecaded windows
arranged triangularly. Onc of the most interesting features in the
churcl is the arcaded gallery with seven small round-headed arches,
approached by a doorway and staircasc in the south-west corner of the
transept. »

The central tower rests on four semicircular arches with massive
pirse enriched with detached shafts and inverted-cone and chevron
mouldings. :

The presbytery, which is scparated from the crossing by a perpen-
dicnlar wooden screen, has a round-headed triplet cast window, and
small windows, onc¢ on cither side. The tiles are replicas of originals
bearing the arms of Gloucester Abbey, William Parker the last abbot,
the Beauchamps, Berkerrolles and Turbervills.

The tomb of the founder, Maurice de Londres, has been moved into

the south transept, and bears the inscription :—

Jci aist s adorice d¢ Lundres ; le fundur: Deu ¢ Ul vende
sun : labur : Z.4D.

A twelfth-century cffigy of a Turbervill of Coyty Castle rests on a
Carne tomb, and an inscribed stone commemorates Hawysia de Londres,
the last of that family.

The best point from which to view the exterior is the priory garden on
the south-cast. The massive battiemented tower resembles the tower
of Lconard Stanley, which was also a cell of Gloucester Abbey.

On the south side of the nave were the cloisters of the priory, with
probably the chapter house and dormitory on their cast side, and the
refectory, kitchens, butteries, and prior's lodgings on the south and
west. The former have disappeared, the latter have been converted
into the residence of the lords of the manor.

The fortifications consisted of many towers and gateways, most of
which are still standing, connected by a wall or curtain, the church
itsclf on the north side forming part of the fortress. The whole arca
enclosed is about five acres. The visitor arriving from Bridgend first
rcaches a round flanking tower at the north-west angle of the outer
court; at a distance of forty-five yards to the cast stands the main
entrance {from the river, a massive tower with portal guarded by a
portcullis.  Following our course castwards, and passing a great barn,
we come to the rnins of another gateway almost as strong as the first.
From this point the line of defence turns towards the south as far as the
north-west angle of the nave of the churcli, where was another tower.
The north transept formed part of the defence on this side, and beyond
it was an embattled wall.  Then the defending curtain ran south as far
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as a tower at the south-east angle, once a dovecot now the abode of
jackdaws. The south wall is gone, but the south gateway remains,
and is now the principal entrance to the priory.

Some writers have striven to identify Ewenny with the Roman
station of Bovium. The Iolo MSS. assert that Llydwyn the Knight
founded a monastic college here in pre-Norman times ; but the kisfory
of the priory, as apart from fradition, must commence with the founda-
tion and endowment by Maurice, son of William de Londres, one of
Robert Fitz Haymon’s principal companions in the invasion and
conquest of Glamorgan in 1093. For a time it may have been an in-
dependent house, but it did not long remain so, for in 1141 Maurice
gave it to the monks of St. Peter’s, Gloucester, and it was a cell of that
abbey for 400 years. The History and Cartulary of Gloucester records
this gift and many subsequent charters by the Londres family ; and
with its help we can construct a pedigree :—

WiLLiaM DE LONDRES — MATILDA
companion of Fitz Haymon,
1193

—
MAURICE DE LONDRES — ADELAYS
gave Ewenny, St. Bride’s,
Colvastone, Pembray,
St. Ismacl’s, &ec.,
to Gloucester Abbey, 1141
]

(
WiLLiaM DE LoNDRES = MARGARET,
confirmed father’s grant, daughter of Caradon, Lord of Fan
1149-1185

[
THOMAS DE LoNDRES == Eva pC TraCY
confirmed grandfather’s grant,
Dead before 1218,

|
Patrick DE CADCURCIS (1) == HawysiA DE LoNDRES, (2) WiLLIAM DE BRAOSE, (3) SIWARD
died 1260 died 1274, buried at
Ewenny

i -
PaTRICK DE CADURCIS,
Builder of Kidwelly Castle.

Giraldus Cambrensis tells us that in company with Archbishop
Baldwin he ““ passed by the little cell of Ewennith in 1188.” It was
visited subsequently by several of our Kings of England.

The Welsh really secem to have left the priory in peace, notwith-
standing its military character : very likely it was understood that
the fortifications were solcly defensive. In 1325 Sir Thomas More,
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, into whicli much of the de Londres’
property had been absorbed, was granted the reversion of the office of
Seneschal of Ewenny, not a very important post, but a sinecure.

In 1534 the prior and his two companions signed the declaration
of allegiance to the King and the renunciation of the Pope’s authority.

In 1537 the priory and its lands were leased by order of the King to
Sir Edward Carne, and in 1540 it was finally dissolved with the abbey,
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The lessee later on obtained the fee by purchase, and he and his
descendants held it till carly in the eighteenth century, when it passed
to the Turbervills in marriage with an heiress, and Coloncl Turbervill,
a worthy descendant of one of the Norman invaders of Glamorgan,
and of a Welsh princess, holds it at the present time.

‘After tea, which was also served in the grounds of the priory, the
members enjoyed a most pleasant drive in the cool of the evening to
Bridgend Station, whence they were scattered to their several homes.
And so ended a very well-arranged and most enjoyable meeting.  The
thanks of the Society are due in the first instance to the Lord Mayor
of Cardiff for his most cordial reception and his genial hospitality,
to the President and Council of the South Wales Institute of Engincers,
who kindly placed at our disposal their beautiful Council Chamber and
other rooms, to the President and members of the Archaological Section
of the Cardiff Naturalists” Socicty, who kindly entertained us at tea,
and to all the kind friends at Cardiff who took so much trouble to make
our mecting not only successful but most pleasant. DBut most of all
we were indebted to the President, not only for suggesting so very
suitable a region for our meeting, but also for the careful forethought
and courtecous guidance, which contributed so much to the pleasure
of the gathering.





