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BRISTOL ARCHAOLOGICAL NOTES FOR 1908.2

IX.

By JOHN E. PRITCHARD, F.S.A,,

Ho;zorary.Secretﬁry for DBristol.

“OLp Bristol is architecturally one of the most interesting
citics of England, and the émpression left by the town depends
altogether on the ancient buildings.”

Such was an eminent journalist’s opinion of this city, as
given to the world through a London newspaper after a recent
. visit here, and I doubt whether any member of this Society
would wish to challenge that statement.

But the progress of demolition is making such headway,
that thosc of us who remember the appearance of the old city,
say even a quarter of a century ago, are bound to admit that
the ¢mpression of that time has been much effaced, and the loss
has been especially noticeable in quite recent years. If,
therefore, Bristol continues to lose her old buildings at the
same rate she will gradually get out of touch with the great
period of her Merchant Princes, and carn words of severe
reproach. Not onc of us, however, would stay a city’s pro-
gress for archaological reasons, or for purely architectural
cffect ; there must necessarily be changes, but it cannot be
denied that in many instances in past times the acquircment
of wealth—call it utilitarianism if you like—has been the chief

1 Read at the Bristol Evening Meeting, January 2oth, 1900
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factor in sweeping away a good deal that might have been
retained, whereas if some thought had been bestowed upon
the ‘“ historical aspect” when considering various changes,
much would have been averted. Let us hope that this may
be so in the future.

There are many interesting subjects connected with the
year 1908 to speak about this evening, and I will begin by
referring to a CARVED STONE FIREPLACE which was removed
from an old house in Jacob Street twelve years ago, during the
demolition of that property for business extensions, by Mr.
C. E. Beavis. This fitment was carefully stored by him at the
time, and he retained possession of it until the 22nd day of
January, when he presented it to the City Museum for erection
in the Architectural Court.

The fireplace bears the date 1664, and as_this is nine years
prior to the publication of the large plan of the city by Jacobus
Millerd, 1 it is fair to assume, owing to the unavoidable simi-
larity in depicting houses on a plan, that the dwelling which
possessed this old fitment was one of those indicated in the
thoroughfare marked Jacob Lane.

At the time of its demolition the house stood at a spot about
135 feet below David Street, which cuts through Jacob Street.
Tt faced the old Malt House still existing in that thofoughfare,
and almost adjoined the back premises of the historic “ Stag
and Hounds "2 in Old Market Street. It had a frontage of
32 feet, with a long depth, and in olden days doubtless possessed
a large garden—a house of no mean order.

Jacob Street of to-day was “ Jacob’s Lane ” at that time,
It is so given by Millerd in 1673, and though I find the thorough-
fare called ““ Street ” as early as 1786, I can also trace the style
‘“ Back Lane ” in deeds as late as 1804. In Roque’s small plan
of 1759 it is ‘marked “ Jacob’s Lane or Black Lane,” the
latter probably only an engraver’s error, even though Richard

! An exact delineation of the famous city of Bristol. By Jacobus
Millerd, 1673.  See Transactions, vol. xxix, p. 64.

2 See Transactions, vol. xxviii, p. 113.
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Benning (in his plan of 1780 attached to Barrett’s Hislory of
Bristol) so called it; but many of us know that he copied
Roque almost entirely. The next plan maker of the city was
Benjamin Donne,! and he returned to the original name of
“Back ” Lane in his valuable issue of 1826, which explains
itself,

There can be nothing undignified in the word lane. We hear
of ‘“Park Lane,” Hyde Park, without the slightest distress ;
and if we refer to Dr. Murray’s new English Dictionary we shall
find he gives the meaning of the word as “ a narrow road or
street between houses or walls,”” It appears to have been
first used in early medizval times, for that eminent lexico-
.grapher, curiously enough, explains the word by a reference to
Botoner’s Itinerary of this very city in 1478, wherein our old
topographer described “ a laane goyng yn the South Syde of
Seynt Stevyn Church.”

In Jacob’s Lane, then, close to the border of the ancient
forest of Kingswood, and almost adjoining ““ The Old Mar-
-quet,” as Millerd named that thoroughfare—styled * Back
Lane” in a certain will of 1758, and divided by probably only
two tenements from the house we are considering—stood also
the “ Sea Horse,” a noted carriers’ inn at that time, with large
yard attached; so that the district breatlied of importance.
How long this licensed house had existed previously it seems
impossible to trace.

Now as to the building which possessed the fireplace, it
appears to have been known at the time it was pulled down as
Headford or Headfort House, but for what length of time I

~cannot find.

It was so described in a will of 1804. But, curiously enough,
on September 27th in that very year it was sold by public
auction at the White Hart Inn, in the “ Old Market,” as a
dwelling-house in Jacob Street, let to a Robert Headford at
the low clear rent of £10. The legal documents relating thereto
—which I have perused, by the courtesy of Mr. Beavis—con-

1 Sce Transactions, vol. xxix, p. 63.
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tained a manuscript note that there were * two lead soft-water
pumps in the Brew-House,” which certainly implies that it
was a reasonably important property, but it was not referred
to by any name. _

Evidently the house was nameless—as most were at that
period—but, probably owing to some local influence or other-
wise, the tenant’s name clung to it. So it shall be known as
Headford House. )

An instance in local history—to illustrate what I mean—
occurred at the time of the Civil Wars. During the siege of
1643 an officer named Lunsford (three brothers of this name
were engaged) was shot through the heart on the slope of
Christmas Steps, and for some time afterwards the spot was
curiously called “ Lunsford’s Stairs.”

The building must have been interesting in design, for it
had a gable on each of the four sides. I can get no definite
information as to its frontage, but the owner tells me the
windows were somewhat small, and that the ground floor was
fully six inches below the level of the pavement. '

The large room on entering was almost devoid of interest,
the only trace of the original interior work being the moulded
oak breast of the open fireplace—a timber 7 feet long by
10 inches in depth. A The oak staircase at the back of this
room possessed a good newel, and light from the rear of the
property to the staircase came through an old leaded case-
ment. This latter, fortunately, was preserved, and, with the
moulded head-piece, was also presented to the Museum by
Mr. Beavis. ]

Fixed in the principal apartment on the first floor—that
may be termed the guest room—was the carved fireplace,
which may be described as follows :—On a shield in the centre

of the frieze are the letters NC'B with the date 1664, divided

on the left and right cartouches. The initials would probably
represent the owner, but no researches have yet yielded the
secret in this instance.
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Whilst the nobility usually displayed their achievement of
‘arms, giving an immediate clue, the old burgess had to adopt
this method of simply having his initials carved thereon—of
little use ofttimes in tracing his identity.

There was a handsome moulded ceiling in this apartment,
in full keeping with the style of the chimney-piece, but it was
destroyed in the usual manner at the time the house was pulled
down. , The rest of the rooms—for there was another floor
above—call for no comment, as these contained nothing of
interest. And no description can be given of the rear of the
property on account of the many changes, not even of the
garden. In digging out the foundations various fragments of
pottery of the period however came to light.

My impression is that this house was yet another of the
many small country houses of which we know so little, probably
belonging to a Bristol merchant—to one of those strenuous
workers who kept in close touch with his store, but who
required some relaxation from city residence.

The position of his little estate was quite near to the city,
and only a short distance outside the castle gate, which had
been erected about 1660. Millerd’s fascinating plan of 1673
clearly shows this entrance, which was actually removed after
standing about-a century only. In less than a century later
the entire picture had again changed, for manufactories and
other business premises had monopolised nearly all the seven-
teenth-century houses in this region ; whilst in another decade
—and the picture of 1900 is still before us—a far greater
change has been wrought.

The same donor also kindly gave to the city the old wrought-
‘“ Saracen’s Head,” Temple Gate,
which had been in his possession since the place was demolished,
about a quarter of a century '_since. Messrs. Mardon’s factory

iron lamp bracket from the

has since been erected upon the site.
This ancient posting house stood outside Temple Gate, and
was one of the hostelries confirmed and authorised in 1606, at ~



BrisTOL ARCH.EOLOGICAL NOTES FOR Igo8. 293

which date there were only eighteen inns altogether in existence
in the city. .

At the present time, with suggested new licensing laws in
the air, it is curious to emphasise the great change in such
matters between then and now, for at that time ‘ the Inn
Holders Company obtained from the Crown a confirmation
of their privileges, with power to forbid the opening of any
additional inn within the city!”

The decision of the City Council which saved the
DUTCH HOUSE

by the historic majority of one, on the two final divisions, was
pfobably the most interesting event of the year, and will ever
be remembered for the keenness of the fight.

The first occasion, February 25th,? was over the considera-
tion of the estimate for the alterations and repairs, and as
notice of a “ resolution to rescind ”’ was immediately given,
the matter had to be fought out again. It was thought
advisable by those determined to save the property to issue a
strong appeal to the members, and a letter, as follows, bearing
autograph signatures was posted to every councillor the night
prior to the meeting :— '

IMPORTANT.
Bristor,
March oth, 1908.

DEAR SIR,
THE ‘“ DUTCH” HOUSE.

We feel bound to draw your attention to the im-
portance of the vote at to-morrow’s Meeting of the City
Council, when the absolute fate of this interesting
property is to be decided.

With deference, we should like again to point out that
the Old House is a typical specimen of the Ancient

1 Sce reports in Bristol newspapers, February 26th, 1908.
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domestic architecture of Bristol, and by virtue of its
prominent position—standing as it does in the very heart
of the City, at the junction of the four cross streets—it
possesses a distinctive value to the community, which it
is impossible to over estimate; far too many examples.
have already been needlessly swept away.

This Structure forms an historic link with an in-
teresting and dignified past such as is possessed by few
cities, and which will be an even more valuable asset in
generations to come,

We make a personal appeal to you, to assist by your
vote, to retain this building, which we would point out
can be preserved without conflicting with the interests of
sanitation or public improvement, and without inter-
fering with the proposed street widening.

Besides, by the scheme placed before the Council,
preservation in this case would be a considerable financial
gain !

The Old Dutch House when once gone, will be gone
for ever !

It is hoped that nothing will prevent your remaining
until the end of the Meeting in order to support this.

movement.
We are, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
H. DARE Bryay, Joux E. PRITCHARD,
President of the Bristol Honorary Secretary of the Bristol

Society of Architects. and Gloucestershire
. Archelogical Society.

G. H. LEONARD,

Chairman of Executive Commiltee
of the
Bristol Kyrle Society.

The final vote was taken on March 10th,? in one of the

1 Sce reports in Bristol newspapers, March 11th, 1908,
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fullest Council meetings on record, and the old house was then
saved by one vole !

This is not the only instance of the fabric being in danger,
for it was apparently doomed about fifty years ago,! when
Stuckey’s Bank removed from that corner of High Street to
its present site.

The work of reparation wag put in hand immediately, and
this has been continued as rapidly as possible.

As to the building itself, the exterior is well known to
everyone, but few have any idea of its interesting cellars. The
roof of the larger one still retains traces of the groining, and.
two of the quadrangular corbels from which it springs—which
can be seen at the east and west angles on the south side—and
one of the centre bosses of the roof; carved in leaf design, which
was found built into one of the walls, have been carefully
preserved.

It was this compartment which apparently led the Rev.

"John Evans,2 author of one of the minor histories of
Bristol, into the conjecture that a church, which he called
St. Andrew’s, once stood on this spot—a myth long since
dispelled.s
 There is now no question that the subterranean apartments
beneath the old timber structures of our city, such as these,
were simply the store-places for the heavy goods of the wealthy
merchants of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and it may
be interesting to recall the description of such a building from
the pen of an early writer. He says that an ancient tenement
or house, during the early centuries, as inhabited by the
burgesses of Bristow, was thus constructed : ‘‘ The souterrain
was a very large cellar with a groined and ribbed roof of stone,
and when extending under the street (as was not unfrequently.
the case) divided by arches and pillars. Such instances are

1 See Curiosities of Bristol, 1854, p. 78.

2 The History of Bristol, Civil and Ecclesiastical, by John Corry and
Rev. John Evans, vol. ii, p. 441.

3 Fact versus Fiction, by George Pryce, F.8.A., 1858, p. 42.
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not so frequent as those covered by timber beams. In these
were deposited the heavier goods.”

The views of the CORBELS and MOULDED RIBS are from
photographs kindly taken by our member, Mr., Moline, in May
last, just after the flooring of the shop had been removed, when
light first poured into the cellar. I believe these are the only
negatives extant of these interésting relics.

But in a volume of reproductions of pen-and-ink sketches!
privately issued in the year 1857, there appeared a realistic
drawing of an ancient cellar on the east side of High Street,
which was evidently intended to represent the larger com-
partment under the Dutch House. This clearly shows the
corbels and groining at that time.

On the same plate is also given a sketch of an ancient
<ellar, on the west side of the same street, which was supported
by wood beams, as described in the extract I have just
given.

There are only one or two other examples of ancient cellars
now existing in High Street, and these are of the plainest
character, though of very massive construction, the principal
one being under Messrs. Jones & Co.’s premises, Nos. 6,7 and 8§,
on the east side.

In the course of reconstructing the walls in the basement of
the Dutch House, an iron chest was found embedded in one of
the cavities, and may now be seen at the Museum. It measures
2 ft. 7 in. by 1 ft. 5 in. by 1 ft. 6 in. deep, but is much corroded.
The open-work lock under the cover, representing figure orna-
mentation, is of interest; but the chest is of the ordinary
late sixteenth or carly seventeenth-century character. When
found it was empty—much to the disappointment of the
workmen.

1 Anastatic Drawing Society. These two sketches by George
Pryce, F.S.A., July 1st, 1857.
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SMALL STREET.

Although the site of the Bristol Waterworks Company, in
Small Street, was acquired by the Government in 1903, pre-
parations for the extension of the Post Office were not really
commenced until April, when, during the first week of that
month, “ house-breakers "’ were engaged on the frontages, and
very quickly those distinctly plain messuages known to most
of us were practically demolished.

The late Mr. Latimer and Mr. W. George have written
much about this historic street, where so many notable families
- have dwelt, and in these notes I can only speak of the buildings
and the site.

The THREE HOUSES known as Nos. 6, 7 and 8, all connecting
(No. 6 adjoins the present Post Office), possessed very plain
exteriors, probably much altered in style during the past
century ; and owing to many changes in occupation since the
great days of their history, had evidently lost nearly all their
interior decorations. The principal carved chimney-piece
and other ornamental work in the guest room of No. 7—the
middle house, known as the “ Elton Mansion ”’—had fortu-
nately been removed at the date of sale, as recorded in my
notes of 1go3 ;t as well as another fire-place, which carried the
arms of the city and of the Merchant Venturers.

It was, therefore, interesting to find in pulling down the
house No. 6 that portions of a finely-carved stone fire-place
had actually been left there in situ, in the corresponding guest
room to that of No. 4. This had been built over by one of
modern construction.

The stone carving discovered consisted of the frieze of an
early fire-place bearing Tudor roses within diamonds and circles
alternating, surrounded by typical strap-work of the period ;
below which, upon small plain shields within the spandrels of
the moulding over the opening, the initials  I. B. ’* were found
after the thick coats of colouring had been cleaned off;

A portion of another carved stone fire-place, and several

1 See Transactions, vel. xxvii, p. 338.
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fragments of beautifully moulded plaster work, which evidently
belonged to different rooms, also came to light. These remains
clearly indicate dwellings of considerable importance, and give
ample proof that in Small Street stood some of the finest
mansions of the city.

The ornamentation of these various specimens indicates a
date that may be approximately accepted as the middle of
the seventeenth century, or probably somewhat ecarlier. ‘

I wish to say that Mr. Blake, contractor for the Govern-
ment buildings, most kindly and very readily assented to every-
thing being-handed over to the city collection for the Architec-
tural Court, and I should here like to thank him again for his
courtesy. ) )

With regard to the sITE, it was hoped that in course of
excavating some further evidence might be obtained touching
the early occupation of that spot—I mean prior to the Norman
period—but deep digging was only necessary in certain places,
and very few archzological relics were discovered.

The numerous finds of the Prehistoric Iron Age in 1ecent
years upon the peninsula forming the site of ancient Bristol,
between the two rivers, led one to expect that other objects
of interest would come to light, as the spot had not been turned
over for a very long period, certainly not since the science of
early man had come into special prominence. The discovery,
therefore, of several EARLY SPECIMENS of unusual type was
most exhilarating. On June 24th, in a trench on the south
side, at a depth of about 14 feet below street level, a roughly-
made bone implement was turned’ up; this measures 33-in.
long, and has a hole a }-in. in diameter drilled at the top end.
1t is doubtful for what use this was intended : in form it is more
like a needle—if so, it is unfinished—but it may have been
a cloak pin, for the head seems almost too large for a needle :
and it has been suggested it was possibly a peg for securing the
bolt of a door. At the same time A RED DEER {in¢ fip was.
found, which had been bored at the larger end to form the
handle of probably a tool. (See illustration.)
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May last could be seen on the right-hand side as you walked
from the Pithay to Union Street. Mr. Seyer, writing in 1821,
said that it led to a cellar, but originally it scemed to be a gate
in the wall leading from the town above to the water side ;
and if so, there was probably a bridge opposite to it. . May I
just note that though Messrs. J. S. Fry and Sons have retained
the wall as an end wall to one of their buildings, they were
obliged to build up the opening, and consequently the archway
is now plastered over and hidden from view, though a new
window has been opened up immediately above it.

And as we have thus found ourselves standing in the Pithay
district, let me tell those who study the old lead-work of the
city that the square rain-water head bearing the date 1700,
which formerly was fixed on the west side of the old Pithay
Chapel, has been re-erected at the south top corner on the east
wall of the new buildings close by.

ASHLEY MANOR HOUSE.

‘Now I wish to describe to you a small Tudor building
standing within the city boundaries almost in our very midst,
which has been uninhabited for many years past, and is now
utterly deserted. This house when erected was substantially
‘built, and is worthy of complete repair; but the situation is
undesirable. Its only fate, I fear, is total demolition, and that
before long.

For the property—known as ‘“ Hooks Mills ”"—belongs to
a charity, and no money can, therefore, be provided for
sentimental purposes. If the large sum required to put the
building into repair was expended, it is felt that no adequate
rental could be obtained, and probably no continuous tenant
secured owing to its position.-

As the final question of its existence is now before a special
committee of the charity, it may be interesting to hear some-
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thing about the features of the place; and some of you may
like to visit the old house, before it is too late.

If you go along Ashley Road and turn down Sussex Place,
on the right-hand side you will come to the chapel of the “ Blue
Maids’ ”” Orphan Asylum. Behind this edifice is the old house
to which I refer, and where, on January 1st, 1795, this estimable
charity was instituted.? 4

In' 1832 it was recorded in a Bristol Guide that  The old
mansion, the late residence of the orphan girls, being very much
out of repair—a new building has been erected adjoining to it, -
to which they were removed April 25, 182q9.”

It may be taken for granted, therefore, that the house has
been gradually decaying ever since.

There are, unfortunately, no very early documents relating
to the property to be found, but in the will of a certain George
Bridges, a distiller, of this city, dated 1733, it is referred to as
having been lately purchased of Andrew Hooke, of Ashley, in
the county of Gloucester ; and in another document it is
" described as ‘‘ the Mansion House, and Mill thereto, called
Grove Mill, alias Green's' Mill, but now and for some years
called Hook’s Mills.” In the building on the opposite side of
the Mill Pond, next the house, are remains of the old grist mill,
though they are not so ancient as the dwelling itself.

The Ashley Manor House, as I shall now term it, stands at
the foot of Ashley Hill, and is still a substantial structure. It
formerly possessed many gables on the souTH SIDE, as shown
by an OLD PRINT, but some years since that portion of the roof
was altered to its present form. The view is especially in-
teresting as showing the old lane which formerly led to Ashley
Down. Many of the windows still retain the original oak.
mullions, with moulded drip stones over, and the brick chimney
stacks lend picturesqueness to the whole. On the WEST SIDE
facing the road leading to Ashley Down, clearly visible to the
passer-by, is the principal frontage, which must have been very

1 1 am indebted to the late Mr. Henry Cooke (for many years a
Trustee as well as Hon. Secretary) for kind permission to peruse the
documents relating to this charity.
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effective in days gone by, for the two remaining gables are still
surmounted by carved stone finials of open-work design,
similar to the carved wood heads on the newel posts of the
- staircase. (See illustration.)

The group of old gables to be seen on the north side is also
very effective.

The dwelling is entered by a heavy ogee oak door on the
south side, over which, under the gable, was once a sun-dial
bearing the date 1656. A fairly wide passage leads direct to
the north entrance, which is enclosed by an original oak door
of twelve panels, with a quaint leaded window over.
On the west side of this passage are two rooms. The
north-west room contains two original six-light oak mullion
windows on the west side ; also traces of one on the east side,
as shown by the drip stone in the wall outside. The original
fire-place has long since been removed ; it was probably the
one now fixed in the small sitting-room at the Asylum, bearing
the arms of the Brewers’ Company, and the date 1669. A
small apartment in the north-west corner of this rcom is
rcached by six steps, and this is lighted by a leaded window on
the cast side. The south-west room now forms a vestry for the
private chapel of the Asylum, which adjoins; the only feature
of interest left being the carved stone fire-place which has a
frieze containing two Renaissance panels, with three mask-
head brackets supporting a shelf moulded with beads and
fillets. The two small shickds in the spandrels probably con-
tained initials or date originally, but arc now cuite plain.
The kitchen and other domestic offices occupied the castern
side of the building, but have been much altered.

The PRINCIPAL STAIRCASE, which is now one of the chief
attractions of the old house, rises from the main passage on
the cast side, and Jeads up to the second floor. It appears
to be in its original state, and is still in excellent condition.
The height is 3 ft. 6 in., and it retains a number of open-work
newel post heads, and effective open-work and carved flat
balusters. The lower portion comprises fourteen steps,
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and a similar number connect the first and second
landings. (See illustration.)

On the first floor are two large rooms on the south side, and
three others. That on the south-west, which was doubtless the
‘“ guest room,” had originally four windows. One has been
filled up, and one other contains the original oak mullions.
The ceiling, which has lost much of its glory, is divided into
two sections, each still containing, however, beautiful geo-
metrical strap-work panels, with cupid and pomegranate
ornamentation and centre pendants. The oak door, with
sixteen panels, hung with wrought-iron scroll-end hinges, still
remains, but the original carved stone mantelpiece has long
since gone. This was removed to the new asylum buildings at
the beginning of last century, and is doubtless the finely-carved
example to be seen in the waiting-room. It bears the arms
of the families of Hooke and Baugh.

The large room on the south-east, doubtless a bédroom, has
lost all its character, for only portions of the ceiling remain.
This originally comprised plain moulded panels, filled in with
fruit and leaf decoration.

On the north-west is a small room entered by an oak door of
sixteen panels, also hung with scroll-end hinges ; and the two
six-light windows of this compartment contain the original
oak mouldings, but have long been deprived of their leaded
panes.

A small boudoir or closel over the entrance—situated
between the two principal rooms—is enclosed by a sixteen-
panel oak door, and is lighted by an original window similar to
the others. There is also a small compartment in the centre of
the north side, containing a most interesting window of six
lights, each with sixteen square panes ; and there is a secondary
well-lighted staircase leading from the ground to the second
floor, where are a number of attics, with two others over again,
the door of one of these rooms being hung with unusually large
wrought-iron hinges, bearing cock’s-head ornamentation.

From the north-west bedroom on the first floor five stairs
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lead up to a short wing, containing two small rooms, which
extends northward, one of the windows on the east side having
ornamental lead tracery. A separate staircase at the further
end leads down to the garden on the north side, which is
enclosed by yet another oak door of sixteen panels.

What a wealth of early woodwork in such a small
house !

This wing was probably a slightly later addition.

There are two cellars under the property, and it is curious
to note that there still exists a “ myth ”’ that a subterraneous
passage runs direct to St. James’s Priory. .

The period of erection of this very interesting ‘‘ Mansion
House ”"—as the early lawyers called it—may be put at the
end of the sixteenth century, though the dwelling appears to

have been added to soon after it was built.

The house was occupied for the first two centuries by
wealthy families connected with this city until purchdsed for
the charity at the end of the eighteenth century. Since it was
vacated by that body it has gone through many vicissitudes ;
but though now terribly dilapidated and tenantless, the old
pile is still of more than usual interest, for there is no other
specimen remaining, of like character in Bristol.

Before closing these notes I should like to draw attention
to the report of the Bristol Museum Committee, recently
printed and circulated, which contains this extraordinary
statement :—

Under the heading of the ‘“ Architectural Court,” which
was first adopted last year, it is stated that: “ This depart-
ment of Bristol antiquities is at present located in a /arge and
well-lighted toom in the basement, where persons who are
desirous of inspeéting such objects as do not lend themselves
to exhibition in the Bristol Room may do so on application to
the Superintendent.” The report further says: ““It is to be
hoped that ere long a suitable room or building may be added,
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in which to display these remains of Bristol’s architecture of
the past to better advantage.”

It seems right that members should know that this * large
and well-lighted room in the basement ” is in reality a very
moderate-sized compartment, and that its only light is that
supplied by the Electrical Department of the Corporation !

. The compartment is the same that was designated a
“ suitable room ” in the 19o7 report, a description to which
many of us then took exception, for the accommodation is
most unsatisfactory. It is clear that the proper housing of
Bristol’s interesting and valuable “ larger relics ” was never
taken into consideration at the proper time; and though
gorgeous carpeting—unconnected with the city—and other
displays which need not be mentioned, have been given con-
siderable prominence, the numerous valuable relics illustrating
the history of the old city lie in the basement level, and no
special effort is taken to make their existence known.

It is delightful to feel that Bristolians are willing to hand
over interesting and valuable relics in their possession, when
they realise that such will be acceptable to the citizens.

The architecture of our old houses teaches us a good deal
of the every-day life of our forefathers, and it is certainly our
duty to make proper provision that any relics we possess may
be properly viewed by those who visit our city, as well as
ourselves,
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FRIEZE OF FIRE-PLACE FROM WELSH BACK.





