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Diristol und Gloncestershire Archwological Soriefy,

PROCEEDINGS

AT THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING,
AT EVESHAM,

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, July 20th, 21st, and 22nd
1909.

THE annual summer meeting opened at Evesham in fine
weather. It is the second occasion on which the Society has
visited the historic borough. It made it its head-quarters in
1884, under the Presidency of Canon Bourne, who delivered
a noteworthy address. On that occasion he referred to the
appropriateness of a visit to Worcestershire, for in ancient
days Gloucestershire and Worcestershire formed the Kingdom
of Wiccii, or Hwiccas, with Gloucester as the civil capital and
Worcester as the ecclesiastical capital. Not only, too, is
Evesham a border town, but the district has been associated
from very early times with the most stirring history of our
country, and prior to the Reformation the County of Gloucester,
with nearly the whole of Bristol, formed part of the Diocese of
Worcester, and numbers of Worcestershire people appear to
have gone and settled at Bristol, in order to make their own
fortunes. Eight years ago the Society assembled at Evesham,
and visited two of the churches and the bell tower before
proceeding to Chipping Campden, where it held its annual
meeting, under the presidency of the Earl of Gainsborough,
in the ancient town hall.

For the Evesham gathering the numbers were not so great



- EvesHaM MEETING. 23

as at some of the meetings. Amongst those present were the
Rev. Canon Bazeley, M.A, (retiring President), Professor
C. W. C. Oman (President-elect), Mr. John E. Pritchard,
F.S.A. (Hon. Secretary for Bristol), Mr. Michael G. Lloyd-
Baker (Hon. General Secretary), Archdeacon Sinclair, the
Rev. C. S. Taylor (Hon. Editor), Dr. L. M. Griffiths and
Il Commendatore Rivoira (Rome).~

Of the great Abbey of Evesham therc now remains the charming
group of buildings in and around the churchyard or close; Abbot
Reginald’s Gateway to the north towards the town, ﬂanked.by the
old vicarage ; the great bell tower to the east; the scanty ruins of the
abbey buildings to the south; and in the middle, side by side, with
only one great chestnut between them, the two churches of All Saints
and St. Lawrence. The abbey church, one of the great churches of
England, with a central tower built by William de Stowe in 1319, and
adorned with rich fittings in the time of Abbot Lichfield, 1513~39, has
wholly disappeared, and its site, a-hundred years after the Dissolution,
was ‘‘ a huge heap of rubbish overgrown with grass.”’! ' ’

The whole place, so lavishly added to by Lichfield, is a striking
testimony to the fact that the suppression was utterly unexpected,
and that the blow fell on a still growing institution.

That a great abbey should have had fwo secular or parochial churches
connected with it was not unusual. The group at Bury St. Edmunds,
like that at Evesham, retains with its gateway tower two parochial
churches. The gateway leading from the Market Place into the church-
yard bears the name of Abbot Reginald, because the lower part on either
side was built by him in the twelfth century. The picturesque half-
timber buildings which surmount and enclose the Norman work are,
of course, much later, dating probably from "the fifteenth century.
Thanks to the generosity of the late Mrs. F. W. Holland and other
donors, the whole block has been acquired for parochial use, and is now
known as the Church House. * : :

Of the two churches All Saints’ is the larger and more architecturally
varied. It consists of a west porch, west tower, nave, aisles, transepts,
Lichfield chapel, chancel, and vestries. Outside, the moét unusual
fecature is the very rich sixteenth-century west porch with entrances
north and south, a fine moulded west window, and very high, open
parapet. The tower is small, with an eclegant spire.

On the west gable of the north aisle is a niche with a figure. Inside
the porch is a good flat roof of moulded oak rafters, and in the middle

1 Habingdon.
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an exceedingly fine oak boss, on which are carved the crown of thorns
and the five wounds on the heart, the hands, and the feet, the design
adopted soon after as the badge of the Pilgrimage of Grace. Over the
door is a very delicate Perpendicular niche.

The church, about 130 feet long by 73 feet at its widest part, has
an carly arch opening into it from the porch, on the north side of which
is a stoup.

The nave of four wide bays is divided from the aisles by a continuous
arcade to the south, and three arches with a break and a transeptal
arch on the north, above which is a low clerestory with quatrefoil
windows, and the whole is covered by a tic-beam roof. The aisles are
wide, with reticulated windows. Of the contents of the nave and
aisles there remain a niche, with a headless figure on the north-west
pillar ; a very rich piece of decoration, much mutilated, in the south-
east corner of the north aisle, consisting of a small and delicate stone
triptych, with a two-light opening over it; an aumbry in the north
transept ; and a good font.

The chancel is much modernised, and of little interest. The great
feature of the interior is Abbot Lichficld’s chantry chapel of Our Lady
and St. Ecgwine. The very gorgeous roof of fan tracery is worked in
two circles, two semicircles, and four quarter-circles. The pendant,
a very rich one, is in an unusual place at the side against the wall. A
design of roses surrounds the shicld and monogram of Clement Lichficld.
The old altar and reredos have disappeared, also the old glass; other-
wise the chapel is uninjured.

In the church arc hung up lists of the abbots from St. Ecgwine to
Lichficld and his nominal successor ; also of the vicars of the two
parishes from 1535 to 1647, and of the united parish from 1662 to the
present time.

St. Lawrence’s Church, though showing some traces of earlier work,
is in the main a simple sixteenth-century church, built straight off as
onc now sees it. Its history appears to be that it was entirely rebuilt
by Abbot Lichfield, and perhaps barely finished when the abbey was
scized. From that time it went gradually to decay, till in the eighteentl
century the roof fell in, and the church remained in ruins tilt 1836, when
it was partially restored, and completed in 1889. It consists of a west
tower of four stages, surmounted by a low spire; nave and chancel
under a continuous roof ; north and south aisles; and south chantry.
Outside, the most important feature is the cast end, which is richly
designed with elaborate tracery and panclling round a large six-light
window filled with rather singular late tracery. Inside, the clhurch is
simple and uniform. The nave is of four bays, cast of which is a break
for the rood-loft, with two small arches into the aisles; then a chancel
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of three bays and a sanctuary. The spandrels of the arcades are filled
in with tracery, and above is a rather rich clerestory with four lights to
‘each bay. Under the tower is a good sixteenth-century screen.

The present plaster ceilings are of course modern, and all the ancient
fittings have disappeared. The general effect is consequently rather cold
and formal ; but one has to read into it the rich woodwork of rood-loft,
stalls, and pews, the decoration of altars, and the strong colours of the
painted glass to judge of the cffect intended-when it was built.

Of two chantry chapels, that of Abbot Lichfield on the south remains.
intact. It is a rich example of the period, with a square fan-tracery
vault formed on a circle with central pendant and four semicircles, the-
pendant being carved with roses. The altar and reredos have dis--
appeared, but the two large niches on each side of it have survived,
without their statues. A fifteenth-century font now stands in the
middle of it.

The bell tower, which is 110 feet high, has always stood detached,
as at Salisbury Cathedral, Berkeley, and elsewhere. It was built
between 1533 and 1539 by the last abbot, Clement Lichfield ; and it is-
therefore, like Bath Abbey, a very late example of Perpendicular
architecture.

The abbey occupied the space between the churchyard and the
Abbey Lane, the crossing of the abbey church with the great central
tower above it lying due south of Lichfield’s bell tower. Three churches.
have stood on this site. The first was founded by S. Ecgwine in jor1 ;
the second by Oswald in 960, and finished in 1011; and the third was.
begun by the first Norman abbot, Walter de Cerisy, 1077-86, and not
completed till the fifteenth century. The last was completely destroyed
by order of the king’s commissioners at the Dissolution, the only remains.
visible being the base of the north-west pillar of the thirteenth-century
tower and a fragment of the north transept wall.

To the west of the crossing lay the nave of the abbey church, and to-
the east towards the river extended the choir, presbytery, and lady
chapel. The whole length of the church must have been nearly 300 feet,
whilst the crossing, together with its two transepts, was 116 fect.
Beneath the high altar, about 100 feet cast of the central tower, were
laid the mangled remains of Simon de Montfort. Surely the spot should
be marked by some memorial worthy of one who was regarded by our
forefathers as a saint and martyr, and whom we may honour as a great
English patriot, though a foreigner by birth,

To the south of the church were the cloisters, surrounded by the
conventual buildings: in the east walk the slype, the chapter house
(the vestibule arch of which alone remains), the abbot’s parlour and the
dormitory or dorter ; in the south walk the warming house, the refectory
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or frater, the_butteries and kitchen ; and in the west walk the abbot’s
lodgings. .

Beyond the cloisters to the west were the abbey stables and the gate
house. Outside the gate stood the almonry or almery, where the
almoner of the abbey distributed alms and accommodated such guests
as were not admitted to the abbot’s table. There is an exhaustive
paper on this interesting building by Mr. E. §. Ridsdale, with many
.architectural plans and drawings, in the ninth «olume of our
Transactions, pp. 128-33. In Merstow Green, on the site of an older
grammer school, built rand endowed by Bishop Lichfield, is an old
house, now used as an armoury, but which was formerly a Frec
‘Grammar School, founded by Prince Henry, cldest son of James I.

Evesham was constituted a corporate borough under a charter
granted by James I, March, 1604, in the name of the young Prince.
There is a portrait of Henry in Magdalen College, Oxford, with a shield
in the top left corner bearing the two feathers and crown of the Prince
of ’\’\'alcs,.thc wheatsheaf of Chester of which he was Earl, and the
bordure bezanty of Cornwall, whose Duke he was. These were combined
to form the arms of the new borough.

In 1605 a second charter joined Bengeworth to Evesham, and
created a mayor instcad of a bailiff, seven aldermen in lieu of twelve,
twelve burgesses, and two representative burgesses to Parliament. In
1867 the borough was deprived of one of its members, and in 1883, the .
borough was merged into the Evesham Division of Worcestershire.
Near the Town Hall, on the south side of Bridge Street, is the old Booth
Hall, now converted into shops, where the court of pie poudre was held
during the fair. The old Guild Hall was near the bridge, and was taken
down when the bridge was rebuilt in 1856,  Views of the picturesque
old bridge are given in May’s History of Evesham.

The old borough seal bears a conventional view of the town with
its tower, gatchouse, and two churches, and the inscription ** Evesham
Liber ab Henrico factus sum Principe Burgus 1604.”

The arins of Evesham Abbey were : Adzure a chain couped in chevron
between three mitves all argent, at the dexter end of the chain a padlock of
the last.  This, as is well known, refers to the pilgrimage of S. Ecgwine
to Rome in fetters and the miraculous discovery of the padlock key.

The proceedings of the meeting opened at eleven o’clock,
when the members of the Society were received by the Mayor
in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. Amongst those
present, in addition to His Worship, were Aldermen Smith and
Morris, Councillors Fisher, Righton, Phillips, Beck, Masters
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and Field, thé Town Clerk, Messrs. A. H. Martin, E. D. Lowe,
T. Cox, J. Bracher, E. A. B. Barnard, G. K. Bell, H. S. Harvey
and A. J. Warman. )

The Mavor, who wore his official robes, said it gave him
and the Corporation great pleasure to welcome the Society to
their ancient borough. They had come at a period of the year
when the town was at its best, and they would have an oppor-
tunity of seeing many things of great interest in the beautiful
and ancient town. He believed it was something like twenty-
five years since the Society visited Evesham. Since then a
great many improvements had been effected by the governing
body, and he trusted the Society would discover many things
of interest which would be handed down for generations to
come. He hoped the Society’s visit would be a pleasant one.
The Mayor added that Mr. William Gardner, who was Mayor
when the Society previously visited Evesham, regretted that
he was unable to be present that morning.’

In proposing a vote of thanks, Canon BAzELEY said they
were very grateful to the Mayor for having received them. It
was always a very great help to their Society when the civic
authorities of the towns they visited welcomed them. They
felt that they were heart and soul with them in their wish to
preserve all that related to their interesting past. In
Evesham they were surrounded by memories of the, past. One
of their greatest abbeys was here, now, alas ! no longer. Perhai)s
if the citizens of Evesham were to speak the truth they would
be somewhat glad that the abbey had vanished, for they could
understand that as long as the abbot was there there was little
room for the mayor or aldermen. On the seal referring to Prince
Henry, the eldest son of James I, Evesham said: “ I am free
through Prince Henry,” which he was afraid must mean that
the abbey was destroyed, and that the abbot was no longer
there to tyrannise over the civic inhabitants; therefore they
could understand that while they valued the remembrances
of the great abbey: they might at the same time welcome the
sweeping work of Henry VIII in removing the abbey when
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it had done its work. Since that time Evesham had been
progressing, and at the present time it held a high position
amongst the civic boroughs of England.

Mr. O. H. FowLER seconded the resolution, which was.
carried with acclamation.

The chair was then taken by the retiring President, the
Rev. Canon BazerLEy, who called upon the Hon. General
Secretary (Mr. MicHAEL G. LLoYD-BAKER) to read the annual
report, which contained the following :—

The number of members is 506, as against 330 last yecar. The
Finance Committee have carefully considered the situation, and have
made certain recommendations, which they hope will have the effect of
strengthening the financial position of the Society. During the past
year the Society has lost the services of two of its principal officers. On
September 4th the Council received with great regret the resignation
of their President, Mr. F. F. Fox, who had occupied that post for some
years. His services to the Society, both as President of Council and in
many other ways, arc too well known to the members to require any
detailed mention here. It is sufficient to say that it will be impossible
for those who had the privilege of being associated with him in the work
of the Society to forget the unvarying courtesy and tact, as well as the
skill and knowledge, with which that work was carried on. The Council
desire to place on record their deep sense of the many services rendered
to the Society by Mr. Fox. By the unanimous wish of the Council,
Canon Bazeley was selected to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Fox's
retirement, and the Council congratulate the Socicty on being able to
secure the services of a gentleman who has for many ycars been the
mainstay of the Socicty. The Council have also to regret the loss of
the services of their Honorary Treasurer, Mr. G. M. Curric, who has
zcalously discharged the responsible duties of his post for ten years, and
they regret that increasing work in other directions renders it impossible
for him any longer to remain in office. They recommend that Mr. J.
A, Smithin, the manager of Lloyds Bank at Gloucester, be invited to
succeed Mr. Currie. Owing in a large measure to the exertions of
Mr. James Baker, the Council are happy to be able to report that the
threatened destruction of the most beautiful and interesting camp in
Leigh Woods has been averted, and that through the generosity of
Mr. G. A. Wills it will be prescrved in perpetuity for the enjoyment of
the public.  Mr. Hall Warren has resigned his seat on the Council, and
his place has been taken by Mr. Charles Wells. The names of Mr. C.
E. Boucher and Mr. O. W. Fowler have also been added to the Council.
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The Honorary Secretary for Bristol reports that the work of the
‘Socicty at Bristol continues to arouse interest, and that much greater
regard is everywhere being shown to the relics of past times, and
especially in association with the prescnt. '

There have been six evening meetings during the past winter session,
five of which were illustrated with lime-light views. These mectings
have becen largely attended. The entire cost of these winter mectings
is paid by an additional “‘ nominal "’ subscription, each member of the
session being permitted to introduce a visitor, only thosc members of -
‘the parent Society who have paid their subscription for the current
year being eligible. The Honorary Secrctary for Bristol desires to
thank the President and Council of the Bristol and West of England
‘Amateur Photographic Association for courteously granting the use of
its room at the University and Literary Club for these meetings.

A few gifts of books to the Bristol Library have been received during
the year, and the Honorary Sccretary now invites promises of further
works on armour, church brasses, bells, costumes, glass, mediaval tiles,
and traders’ tokens, which are specially wanted.

The Council desire to nominatc for re-election the President of
‘Council, the Vice-Presidents, the Honorary Treasurer, the Honorary
General Secretary, the Honorary Secretary for Bristol, and the Local
Secretaries, with the exception of the Rev. R. Lynch Blosse, who does
not seek re-clection., They also desire to add the name of their
Treasurer, Mr. G. M. Currie, to the list of Vice-Presidents as a token of
their appreciation of his services to the Society. i

The following members of Council retire by rotation :—The Rev.
W. E. Blathwayt, Mr. T. Dy::r Edwardes, Mr. J. Baker, Mr. D. Wintle,
Mr. E. S. Hartland, and Mr. J. J. Simpson.

On the mo_tion' of Mr. F. F. Tuckerr, seconded by Mr. F.
WERE, the report was adopted.

The Rev. C. S. TaAYLOR proposed a vote of thanks to the
Rev. Canon Bazeley, and alluded to the services that
gentleman had rendered to the Society. v

Mr. DAUNCEY seconded the resolution, which was carried
unanimously.

The Rev. Canon BAZELEY, after replying, said he had
great pleasure in asking Professor C. W. Oman to take the chair
as President, and remarked that that gentleman’s name was
.a household word in Oxford, as one who spoke with the greatest
‘authority on medieval warfare. They might be proud of one
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who had been for twenty-five years a Fellow of All Souls’
College, Oxford, and therefore of necessity a gentleman and
a’scholar—one who had been for five years a Professor of the
great University of Oxford. Professor Oman had had the
honour for three years of being a member of the British
Academy.

The President then delivered his address, which is printed
in the present volume,.

Mr. Francis WERE said that, with regard to the President’s
remarks on numismatics, he should like to mention that the
coins represented Alfred as a beardless man, while all the
statutes erected to him presented him with a beard. The
coin was the only contemporary portrait that they had, and
the question was whether the statues or the coins were the most
correct.

The PRESIDENT said that raised a most difficult question.
They knew that the elder men of the Anglo-Saxons had beards, -
but the coins all represented, as Mr. Were had said, Alfred
as a beadless man. There was this to be remembered—that
the portraits on the coins of Alfred were copies ¢f Roman
coins, and unfortunately the emperors of that period were
all beardless men.

The Rev. Canon BAzELEY said the President had thrown
out a direct challenge. If there was‘anyone qualified to speak
about Domesday it was Mr. Taylor, their Hon. Editor. It
was a privilege to have such a learned man as the Editor of
their Transactions, and the position their Society held was
largely due to him. He hoped Mr. Taylor would take up that
subject of the Domesday hundreds. Then their Hon. Secretary
for Bristol, Mr. J. E. Pritchard, might take up the challenge
as to the coinage of Bristol. There was no one who knew
more about it than he did. He was sorry to have to tell them
that business considerations would not permit Mr. Pritchard
to continue his work -as Local Hon. Secretary for Bristol, and
he contemplated resigning his office at the end of the year.
He hoped and trusted Mr. Pritchard would reconsider the
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matter, and that he would be able to continue for some time
longer. No one knew better than himself the work Mr.
Pritchard had done in Bristol. The great increase in member-
ship ‘there was due to Mr. Pritchard’s efforts. He was an
excellent archaologist, and looked most carefully after all the
researches that had been made in Bristol, and from time to
time sent them notice of finds which, without those exertions,
would in all probability have been lost. Mr. Pritchard was
an ideal Local Secretary, and one he would hold up for imita-
tion to every Local Secretary in connection with their Society.
In conclusion, Canon Bazeley proposed a vote of thanks to
Professor Oman for his address. .

The Rev. W. E. BratHwavT seconded the resolution,
which was carried unanimously.

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said they were glad to welcome
amongst them Commendatore Rivoira, of Rome, whose
reputation as an antiquary was world-wide, and he had
promised to give them a short address. He also thanked the
Deputy Mayor (in the absence of the Mayor, who had had
to leave to attend a Police Court) and the Corporation of
Evesham for their courtesy in receiving them, and placing
their public buildings at their disposal, and for coming down in
state with the town’s beautiful insignia.

Councillor FISHER suitably replied, and Mr. E. A. B.
BARNARD gave a short account of the maces and loving cup.
He said :—

On October 26th, 1626, twenty-two years after the incorporation
of the borough, the council ordered ‘“ that whereas the maces carried
before the mayor of this borough are much decayed and impaired
through the ill-usage of the Sergeants carrying the same, and negligent
and careless regard thereof by the former mayors, that all such as
have been former mayors, in whose time any hurt or damage have
happened unto the same shall amend and repair the same before Whit-
Sunday next, upon pain of 5 marks. And that each succeeding mayor
shall deliver the maces in gooc repair at the time of his oath-taking to

the new mayor, and that the new mayor shall see that the maces are
in good order, and if they are not he shall order the last mayor to repair
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them, upon pain of 10s. fine. And the maces received great hurt and
defect in the mayoralty of Mr. Nicholas Field, and so he must repair
them before Easter next, upon pain of two pounds unless he can excuse
himsclf from the same before Candlemas next.”

These maces, carried before each successive mayor since 1604, have
-comc down to us bearing, after all, few marks of the vicissitudes through
which they have passed. They certainly show some evidence of
necessary repair from time to time, and a small sum could with advan-
tage be spent upon them at this moment; but their condition, after
three hundred and five years of use, is much better than the resolution
-quoted above might lead us to im;iginc.

The maces are of silver-gilt, and correspond in their design and
marks, the maker’s mark being * J.A.” Their only difference is that
one of them bears the date 1604, and that the royal arms thereon are
in enamel. There may be also a few years® diffecrence in the date of their
-exccution. They unscrew and form drinking cups after the usual
manner. In the charter of 1604 it was noted ‘‘ that two maces had been
-accustomed to be carried before the bailiffs,” and by the charter of 1605
—which I will show this evening—it is ordered that * the Sergeants-at-
‘mace shall carry and bear maces of gilt and silver, engraved and orna-
mented with the arms of the Prince Heir Apparent of the Kingdom
-of England.” . )

The cup and dish given by Mr. Carew, so constantly quoted in the
inventories of the eighteenth century, are of silver, and are very hand-
‘some in appearance.. No mention is made in the minutes of 1660 of
‘their presentation to the Corporation. The cup bears round its rim the
inscription, * Given to the Corporation of Evesham by George Carew,
-of Aldington, in the Mayoralty of Thomas Harewecll.” On onc side of
it arc the borough arms with a motto, *“ Connecta pacis Dco concordia
vinctus, 1660.”” On the other side the arms of Carew are displayed,
and a motto, ‘ Ex dono Georgii Carew, anno doni 1660. Unus Societatis
Evesham.” The maker’s markis “ T.G.”” The dish upon which the
cup is carried bears the borough arms under the foot of the stem, and
the Carew arms on the displayed surface, with an inscription similar to
the last onc above given. Mr. George Carcw, the donor, was a member
-of the North Littleton family of that name.

The company then made a move in the direction of the churches.
Under Abbot Reginald’s Gateway Comm. G. TERESI0o Rivorra (of Rome)
gave a short address. He said :—

I am going to say a few words to you on two architectural features,
which you sce illustrated in Abbot Reginald’s Gateway, under which we
stand. The first is blank arcading, and the sccond the Lombardic
<ubico-spherical capital.
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1. Blank arcading, as a decorative architectural element, was jn use
among the Romans in the time of Augustus, and it reached its culmin-
ating period in the second and third centuries. Noteworthy examples
are to be found, among others, in the vestibule of the Piazza d’Oro in
Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli, and in the imposing ruins of villas at the foot
of the Alban Hills near Rome. It does not appear in the east until
later, and then under western influences, as I have proved in my work
Le Origini della Avrchiteitura Lombarda. We find it first applied to
Christian buildings at the close of the fourth century in the Church of
San Protaso in Como. But it is in the basilicas of Ravenna, from the
beginning of the fifth century, that we find a lavish use of blank arcading.
Examples are to be seen in the churches of Sant’ Agata, San Giovanni
Evangelista, and in the mausoleum of Galla Placidia.

North of the Alps it was rarely used before the close of the tenth
century, when the Benedictine monks brought in Italian influences,
and it became general. It reached England first indirectly through
Lombardo-Norman influence, and then as a direct importation; and
we find it decorating the churches of Bradford-on-Avon, Wing, and
Dunham Magna, all of them built in the eleventh century under these
influences. In England, however, it quickly assumed a new form.
The intersecting arch was applied, and intersecting blank arcading
invented. e see this invention for the first time in the choir of Durham
Cathedral, the first stone of which was laid by Bishop William of St.
Carileph in 1093. Long before this, from very early times, intersecting
arches had been used, but simply as a decoration, not as a decorative
architectural element ; and the first example of its use in this latter form
is'to be found in the great pile of Durham.

2. The Lombardic cubico-spherical capital was also known to the
Romans, but as far as we know only in ornament. A sarcophagus of
the fourth century, recently found at Lambrate, and now in the Castello
Sforzesco in Milan, is adorned with blank arcading supported by cubico-
spherical capitals. As a constructive element we find the earliest
instance of it in the colonnades of the nave of St. Abondio in Como,
begun in 1013. (This capital—the result of the penetration of half a
sphere and a cube—is not of Byzantine origin, and has no connection
with the funnel-shaped Byzantine cubic capital, which is simply a
bulging cube with its angles rounded off.) Very shortly afterwards,
about ro15, we find this capital north of the Alps, in the Abbey Church
of St. Michael, at Hildesheim.

It was introduced into France by Abbot William of Volpiano and
Lanfrance of Pavia, and their scholars, and quickly spread in that
country. '

In England the earliest instance of certain date in which it appears

Vor. XXXII. *
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is in the remains of the crypt of St. Augustine’s Abbey Church at
Canterbury, begun by Abbot Scotlandus (1070-87). But here again,
if England was the last to receive the cubico-spherical capital, she was
also the first to transform it, and to create out of it a new form—the
‘“ scalloped " capital. e see the first step in this transformation in
the transept triforium of St. Alban’s Cathedral, built by Abbot Paul
between 1077 and 1088, where the Lombardic-cubic capital appears with
two half spheres on cach face.

This elementary form received its dcvelopment and completion in
Gloucester Cathedral, begun by Abbot Serlo in 1089. In the eastern
chapel of the crypt the two columns supporting the apsidal arch have
capitals with four truncated inverted semi-cones on the face, and these
capitals are the architype of the scalloped capital. In the triforium
of the nave the new capital is seen in its perfected form.

Many pcople believe that the scalloped capital is of French origin,
but the earlicst specimen known in France is in the Church of St. Valen-
tine at Jumicges, built between 1101 and 1127,

In conclusion, and until some proof to the contrary arises, it is to
England that we owe the creation of two typical characteristics of the
rcligious architecture of the Middle Ages: the intersecting blank
arcading, and the Anglo-Lombardic cubic, or scalloped, capital.

In the churchyard Canon BazeLEy, referring to the bell tower, said
there were numerous detached towers in England, but that a detached
tower with two churches was uncommon.

In All Saints’ Church the members of the Socicty were received (in
the absence from home of the vicar) by the Rev. H. A. Holmes, who
said a few collects.

Canon BazeLEY gave a brief description of the building, in which he
drew attention to several points of interest. He congratulated the
clergy and parishioners on the screen and rood, and in regard to the
latter said he hoped the old-fashioned, bigoted notion which objected
to roods being placed in our churches would soon pass away, and that
we might be able to restore to our clurclies those things which in them-
selves could not be bad. Having donc away with the superstitions
that accompanicd them, surely they might take back things which
were typical of thieir religion, and ought to help them to realise mere
thoroughly the presence of the Great Master in their churches.

The Rev. H. A. HoLmEs mentioned that the screen was the work
of Evesham men, from designs by Mr. Ford Whitcombe.

In the course of the discussion the suggestion was made that
criginally there might have been a screen which reached right across the
.church somewhat to the west of the present screen, and that the monastic
part of the church reserved for the monks was to the cast of this suggested
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screen ; there might have been another screen between the portion to
the east of this screen and the chancel. The altar for the people would
stand in front of the lower screen, and there would probably be a rood
over it.

St. Lawrence Church was also visited. Here a discussion arose as
to the fetterlock on the abbey arms. The Rev. H. A. Holmes repeated
the story of St. Egwin throwing the key of his fetters into the Avon and
finding it again in the mouth of a fish caught in the Tiber. Canon
Bazeley smilingly remarked that he thought enough credit had not been
given to the fish in this matter. Having got the key into his mouth,
the fish performed the remarkable feat of swimming down the Avon to
Tewkesbury, getting into the Severn there, passing down the Bristol
Channel and across the Bay of Biscay, going through the Straits of
Gibraltar, crossing the Mediterranean, finding the mouth of the Tiber,
and getting caught just at the psychological moment, V '

In the afternoon the party was conducted over the site of the abbeyv
by Mr. Barnard, and subsequently drove to Abbey Manor, where they
were received by Mr. and Mrs. Rudge. Here much interest was mani-
fested in the exhibition of relics of the abbey, the greater part of which
were brought to light during the excavations conducted by the late
Mr. E. J. Rudge in the years 1812-17. Special interest was shown in
a ground plan in low relief of the site of the abbey. This plan, which is
the work of Mr. F. G. Beck, is on a scale of 54 inches to 1oo feet, and is
exceedingly well executed, and gives a very vivid idea of the plan of the
abbey and its surrounding buildings.

Tea was served on the lawn, and on the motion of Professor Oman,
Mr. and Mrs. Rudge were heartily thanked for their hospitality.  Mr.
Rudge suitably replied, and expressed the pleasure felt by Mrs. Rudge
and himself at the visit of the Society. The party then adjourned to a’
spot from which a good view of the battle-field could be obtained, and
here Professor Oman gave a very interesting account of the battle, and
of the movements which immediately preceded it. l

The annual dinner of the Society was held at the Northwick Arms
Hotel in the evening. Among those present were the Mayor, the Town
Clerk, and Messrs. A. H. Martin, E. A. B. Barnard, O. G. Knapp and
G. K. Bell. Those present then adjourned to the Public Hall, where
papers were read by Mr. Knapp on the Abbey of Evesham, and by
Mr. Barnard on the Municipal History of Evesham.

Mr. Kxapp, in his paper, gave a brief outline of the salient facts
in the abbey’s history. He touched upon the picturesque stories of
Egwin fettering himself, throwing the key into the Avon, and finding it
in the belly of a fish caught in the Tiber, and of the vision seen by his
swineherd, which led to the founding of the first church in Evesham,
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and said that one point which seemed in need of clearing up was the
name of the swineherd. This was given in the abbey chronicle as
Eoves, a form accepted by all subsequent writers. But if Evesham
mcant either the home or the meadow of this swincherd, it would seem
that Eoves represented a genitive case of which the nominative should
be Eof. The story of the abbey under the Saxon kings was somewhat
obscure, but it was for a considerable period in the hands of several
bishops and lay owners, during which time the monks were twice expelled
and replaced by Secular Canons. About 969 it was finally secured by
the Benedictines, who retained possession until the Dissolution.
Evesham fared well, on the whole, at the Conquest, chiefly owing to the
prudence and ability of its abbot, Agelwig, one of the very few eminent
Saxons who retained their positions under the new regime. It was in
1074, during Agelwig’s rule, that a little band of three monks, two from
Evesham and one from Winchcombe, set out, taking nothing but their
books and vestments carried on the back of an ass, to restore the devas-
tated monasteries of Northumbria. Their mission resulted in the re-
vival of the monastic life at Whitby, Wearmouth, Jarrow and Lasting-
ham, from which sprang the great Abbey of St. Mary’s, York, which was
reckoned as a kind of daughter church to Evesham. A little later, about
1096, another body of tweclve Evesham monks crossed the North Sea
and founded a monastery at Odensee, in Denmark.  About this period
Bishop Odo, of Baycux, and Urso, the Sheriff of Worcestershire, scized
a good dcal of the abbey property, including most of Hampton and
Bengeworth.  The latter passed to the Beauchamps, of Elmley, who
built a castle at the head of the bridge commanding the passage of the
river. This was long a thorn in the side of the abbey, till at length
the depredations of their armed retainers became unendurable.  Then,
when remonstrances and excommunications had alike failed, Abbot
William de Andeville summoned his tenants, boldly stormed the castle,
razed it to the ground, and made a cemetery of the site, about 1150-60.
At this period too the abbots obtained from Popes Alexander III and
Clement I1II the privilege of wearing all the episcopal ornaments symbolic
of their exemption from episcopal visitation, and thenceforward they
sat in Parliament among the barons, and in their own church officiated
like bishops, except of course that they had no power to ordain or
confirm.

After touching upon the remarkable litcrary production, The Viston of
the Monk of Evesham, Mr. Knapp proceeded to point out that the Battle of
Evesham increased the wealth and prestige of the abbey. Miracles were
soon wrought at Simon de Montfort’s tomb; he enjoyed a popular if not
an official canonisation, and for a time the well and shrine of St. Simon of
Evesham bade fair to become a centre for pilgrimages second only to
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that of St. Thomas of Canterbury. The official record of the miracles
gave particulars of .over two hundred cures of some fifty different
diseases, not only of human beings, but of animals, brought from all
parts of the country. One devoted husband was recorded to have
brought his wife all’ the way from Fleet Street, London, to Evesham,
in a ““ chariot with one wheel and two legs.”” The vocabulary of the
official scribe evidently contained no Latin equivalent for the humble
wheelbarrow. The records of the later abbots were chiefly taken up
. with the acquisition of small parcels of land, additions to the ornaments
and buildings of tlie abbey. It liad been noted by no less an authority
than Dr. Jessop that monks did not build parish churclies ; but whatever
might have been the case in East Anglia, it would be difficult to under-
stand (even if we had not specific instances of such buildings in the_
chronicle) how the churches in the neighbouring villages could have
come into existence if they were not largely the work of the abbots,
who were not only rectors but lords of the manor, and in most cases
practically the sole owners of the soil. The revenues of the abbey at
the Dissolution amounted to £1,829 10s. 1d., while the number of monks
was thirty-three. In its most flourishing period there had been sixty-
seven, with sixty-three or sixty-five servants. Perhaps it had never
quite recovered from the effects of the Black Death, which not only
reduced the number of the monks, but impaired their revenues, as much
land was thrown out of cultivation for lack of tenants. The house was,
however, in good order, and practically free from debt, while its abbot,
Clement Lichfield, was a man of exemplary character and conscientious
in the performance of his duties. He was not of the stuff of which
martyrs were made; he had evidently seen the storm coming, and
thought it useless to resist. He made what provision he could for some
of his monks by assigning to them chapelries and vicarages by deed
for life. Though his conscience would not allow him to surrender his
trust, he yielded to pressure, and resigned his post. His nominal
successor surrendered the property to the king, and was rewarded with
the newly-constituted Deanery of Worcester. Lichfield lived long
enough to see the abbey church and most of its adjacent buildings
reduced to a heap of ruins, though happily those which he had himself
built, the porch of the Grammar School, the chantry chapels in All
Saints’ and St. Lawrence, and the Bell Tower remained to this day.
Mr. E. A. B. BARNARD followed with a paperentitled, * Some Incidents
in the Early Years of the Municipal History of Evesham.” The speaker
introduced his subject with an account of the circumstances under which
the town was ruled in the intervening days between the dissolution of the
abbey and the granting of the first charter in 1604, and procceded to
detail the circumstances under which the charter was granted, and the
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various points of intcrest which it contains. Mr. Barnard cxplained
that the 1604 charter is now lost, and that the 16035 charter, which
broﬁght Bengeworth within the boundaries of the borough, still remains
the governing charter with very little alteration. The various
companics or guilds were then dealt with, ‘and the borough minutes
of the year 1608 followed, concerning which Mr. Barnard had much of
interest to say. At one of the meetings early in that year the Council
took into consideration tlic behaviour of Francis Dingley, of Crop-
thorne, whose tomb, commemorating his death in 1624, the Society
visited at Cropthorne the next day, and whose descendants, Sir John
Dineley Goodere and Captain Samuel Goodere, were to play such a
remarkable part in the history of this Corporation in 1734-35, as the
result of which Sir John was foully strangled to death on board the
Ruby at Bristol in 1741, at the instigation of his brother, Captain Samuel
Goodere. The Captain was sentenced to death, together with the two
travadces who consummated his crime, and was exccuted at Bristol
on April 5th, 1741. In 1610 the plague came to Evesham, how seriously
onc was unable to say exactly. They did know, however, that in June
and July many bodies were buried in that portion of the churchyard
between the wall on the north side of the churchyard and the main
path, for many yecars known as Strangers’ Piece, until some fifty years
ago unenclosed, and used as a pitch upon which to dry the washing
of the inhabitants of the Pig Market—now Vine Strect—and its neigh-
bourhood. The pestilence grew more virulént as the summer progressed,
and our Council began to bestir themselves seriously in the matter.
On October 2nd those of them who were left in the town met to
discuss the trouble which beset them. ‘‘ Whereas it hath pleased God
to lay His hands of visitation upon this borough by mcans whereof
(as it hath been obscrved) many persons of good note and worth, and
such as should be a stay to the government of the place, have and do
withdraw themseclves out of this borough into the country, leaving the
people in the said town (as much as in them lics) destituted of help and
ccmfort which the presence of the better part might much be increased
and comforted.” Therefore the Council resolved and ordered that no
member of their body should leave the town during “* the tyme of this
visitation ”’ upon penalty of f£ro. It was further ordered that the
Justices of the Peace should have help from certain appointed inhabi-
tants in watching over the various districts in the town allotted to
them *in this so ncedful a tyme.” Any inhabitant refusing to help
in this work was to be fined £5. Finally, any burgess departing or
removing from the town during the time of infection was to be
fined £5, unless he had alrcady received the license of the mayor.
At the same meeting an order was made that ‘‘ all inhabitants in this
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infectious time shall keep in and detain in their several houses their pigs,
swine hogs, and no more hereafter permit or suffer them to wander out
of their houses into the streets.” . The fine for such offence was put at
12d. for every pig, to be levied by distress and impoundment of the
animal, which was not to be delivered up until the fine was paid, and if
refusal was made the pig was to be sold within three days of the impound-
ment, and the residue of the money retidrned to the owner. Two
months elapsed before the Council met again, by which time it might
safely be concluded that the pestilence had abated.

On Wednesday morning the party proceeded first to Cropthorne,
where, in the absence of the vicar, they were received at the church by
Mr. H. Day (churchwarden) and Mr. J. Downing. Attention was
directed to the fact that the parvise over the porch has been removed.
Canon Bazeley mentioned that these rooms were used for various
purposes. At St. Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, where, however, the parvise
was no part of the original structure, it was used as a muniment room ;
at Cirencester as a Town Hall ; in other places as sanctuary chambers,
as lodgings for the monks who came to take service, as chapels, as guild
halls, or as vestry rooms. It was difficult to fix the date of the lower
portion of the tower, as the stones seemed to have been refaced, but the
flat Norman pilasters showed that it was Norman. A very unusual
feature were the Norman windows pierced through the pilasters to light
the belfry. Inside the church attention was directed to the fine Dineley
tombs and to the Saxon cross-head, carved with three griffins with
knotted tails. :

The Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Cropthorne, consists of
a west tower, a nave with porch, and north and south aisles, and a
chancel.

The battlemented, tower is of three stages, and apparently was
rebuilt in the fifteenth century on the site of an earlier one, as the
lowest stage has three pilasters of Norman character, each pierced with
a narrow window, deeply splayed within. The belfry windows have
Perpendicular tracery and transoms. The hood-mouldings, which
come down to the springing of the arches, are carried round the tower
as a string course. The fourteenth-century porch had formerly a
priest’s chamber, as seen in a sketch given in Dineley’s History in Marble.
This chamber was probably entered by a staircase built in or against
the south wall of the nave, as at Fladbury. The sill of the doorway
still remains.

The nave arcades are Norman.

The aisles were probably rebuilt and enlarged in the fourteenth
and the clerestory in the fifteenth century. The pointed arch leading
into the tower at the west end has a chevron moulding, and seems to
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date from the last quarter of the twelfth century. The Norman chancel
arch has on the west side shafts and capitals with escalloped edges and
inverted cone moulding below, the commonest form of early twelfth-
.century decoration.

The Early English chancel, rebuilt some fifteen years ago, superseded
in the thirteenth century a Norman structure coeval with the nave.
The priest’s doorway in the south wall has been built up. There are
remains of tlic rood-loft staircase in the south aisle of tlie nave, and an
imperfect piscina, showing that there was an altar at the east end ; at
the west end is the original altar slab with the five consceration crosses.
This should certainly be placed on or below the present communion
table. In the same aisle, built into the east wall, is the head of a very
beautiful cross, probably of pre-Norman date, as the carving is of purely
Saxon fecling, .representing on the western side three griffins with
knotted tails, the edge having a key-pattern ornament.

In the north aisle, within a low-arched canopy of about A.D. 1318,
is a twelfth-century priest’s coffin-lid, incised with a cross, a chalice,
and a land in the act of blessing. At the east end of this aisle are two
fine monuments of the Dineley or Dingley family, which I propose to
reproduce from Nash’s Worcestershire. On the carlier onc are the
recumbent figures of Francis Dingley, who died in 1624, and his wife
Elizabeth, née Bigge. - There are two shields above ; one with twenty-
four quarterings, in the first quarter arg. a fesse and in chief a mullet sa.
between two pellets, for Dincley ; and another bearing Dineley impaling
Bigge with four quarterings.

On another monument are represented Francis Dingley, who died
in 1626, and his wife Jocosa, née Sandys, kneeling on cither side of a
desk. Below tliem, as also on the otlier monument, are thie knecling
figures of their children.

There is a churchyard cross of the usual fifteenth-century character,
with squarc base, and an octagonal shaft broached into a square at the
foot. The canopied and gabled head, as usual, is gone. No doubt,
like the cross at Ampney Crucis, it had the Madonna and Child on one
side and the Crucifixion on the other, with St. Michael and another
angel or saint at the ends. ’

In 780 Offa, King of the Mercians, gave Cropthorue to the Prior and
Church of Worcester, who held it in 1086 ; and the Dean and Chapter
lLeld it in 1779.

The hamlet of Charlton, was lield for many centurics by a family
of that name, by the de Hondeacres, and by their heirs tlie Dineleys.
Sir Edward Dineley, who died in 1682, left a daughter and sole heiress,
Fleanor, who married Sir Edward Goodycre. His two sons are well
known to our Bristol members on account of the tragedy in 1741.
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The elder, Sir John Dineley Goodyere, had quarrelled with his
brother, Captain Samuel Dinelep, of- the Ruby, man-of-war, and had
threatened to disinherit him in favour of his nephew, John Foot, of
Truro. Whereupon the Captain determined to murder him, and having,
seized him in a street near College Green, Bristol, hurried him on board
his ship and had him strangled. The assassin and his accomplices
were tried at the Bristol Assizes, and being found guilty, were
hanged on April 15th, 1741. John Foot, who took the name of
Dineley, succeeded his uncle, and sold Charlton to Joseph Biddle, of
Evesham.

In Netherton, another hamlet of Cropthorne, there was a chapel,.
part of which is now used as a barn, and Cropthorne still contains many
charming half-timber houses.

-At Fladbury the party were received (in the absence of the rector)
by the Rev. J. L. Davids and the Rev. A. G. Pettigrew (curate). At
Fladbury, as at Cropthorne, the parvise has been removed from over the-
porch, and there are similar Norman pilasters to the lower stage of the
tower pierced with windows. Professor Oman expressed regret at the-
fact that the plaster had been stripped from the walls, leaving bare
stonework which was intended to be covered. The most important
feature of the church, was the altar tomb of John Throckmorton, Sub-
Treasurer of England under Henry VI, which was a most faithful
example of a fifteenth-century tomb. Almost equally interesting was
the monument of Bishop Lloyd, one of the seven bishops imprisoned
in the Tower by James II. This monument has been taken to pieces,.
part being in the chancel and part in the vestry. Professor Oman
expressed the hope that some day it might be put together again.
Attention was directed to the old armorial glass, the hooded windows,
and the aisles of the medizxval tiles.

The Church of St. John Baptist, Fladbury, which was the mother
church of four chapelries, Wyre, Throckmorton, Habe I.ench, and Stock,
consists of a west tower, a nave with south porch and north and south
aisles, and a chancel with new vestry and organ chamber. The
fourteenth century tower has been considerably altered within the last
two centuries, a wooden spire having been removed and the walls raised
on all sides. As at Cropthorne, there are Norman pilasters on three-
sides of the lowest stage, with narrow lights, widely splayed within,
proving the cxistence of a twelfth-century tower on the same site. It
is possible that this stage, as at Cropthorne, is part of the original
Norman work. :_‘li;’i

The porch has a groined stone vaulting. There was a chamber-
above, which has been removed, the doorway leading to the staircase
being in the inner south wall of the south aisle. The windows of the-
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nave arc of fourteenth- and fiftecnth-century style. The north doorway
has been built up, and contains some good medizval tiles.

In the north-west window of the chancel therc is some fine fiftcenth-
century glass with the arms of Despencer, Mortimer, Botiler, Simon
de Montfort, ctc. There are cffigial brasses of two rectors of Fladbury :
Thomas Morden, Treasurer of St. Paul's, London, who died in 1458, and
William Plewme, who died in 1504. There is also a fine altar tomb
with the brasses of John Throckmorton, his wife -Eleanor, and their
-son Thomas, crected in 1445. He was Sub-Treasurer of England under
Henry VI For some' unknown recason this monument has been
removed from the middle of the church to the tower. The monument
of Bishop Lloyd has also been sadly tampered with, the bust only of
the Bishop remaining on the north wall of the sanctuary, whilst the
inscribed tablet has been banished to the vestry. William Lloyd was
one of the scven bishops committed to the Tower of London by James 11,
tricd at Westminster, and acquitted to the joy of the whole nation. He
was Dean of Bangor in 1673, Bishop of St. Asaph in 1672, and Bishop
of Worcester from 1699 to 1717. His son being Rector of Fladbury,
the Bishop sclected this church for his last resting-place. It scems to
be a great pity that the plaster should have been removed from the walls,
which are built of rubble. It was altogcther contrary to the intention
-of the original builders that the church should have such a vault-like
appearance ; and the cffect is very depressing from every point of view,
except perhaps from that of the antiquary, who may be curious as to
what was hidden beneath the plaster.  'We may trust that the plaster
will be replaced some day, and painted.

King Ethelred gave Fladbury to Oftfor, Bishop of Worcester, in 691,
and a monastery was founded here. Bishop Tilhere, who died in 781,
-confirmed the gift of tlie convent of Flacdanburg from Aldred to his
kinswoman Ethelburg for ler life-time. Coenwulf, King of the
Mercians, gave the land of thirty tributaries at Fladanburg to the Bishop
and the Church of Worccster ¢. 810.  Fladbury was in the hands of the
Dcan and Chapter of Worcester in the seventeenth century, and they
lcased it to the Earl of Plymouth. His descendants sold it to George
Perrott, who died in 1780.

Nash, in his History of Worcestershire, gives an interesting account
of William Sandys, of Fladbury, who made the Avon navigable for
large vessels from Tewkesbury to Stratford in 1635, at a cost of £20,000.
It is to be regretted that his excellent work has not been maintained
in the condition in which he left it.

A move was next made to Wyre, which many of the party thought
the most interesting building they had yet scen on their present summer
-excursion. Externally the building looks almost new except for the
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double campanile, but inside there is a diminutive semicircular chancel
arch with hood moulding dating back to the Saxon period, with two
hagioscopes. It was mentioned that Saxon and Norman churches were
all on one level, and that it was a mistake in restoration work to place
a step into the chancel, as had been done at Wyre and other places.
Canon Bazeley also said that in many Norman churches there was no
east window. On the east wall was often a fresco, and there were
windows on either side to light it and the altar. He knew eight or nine
cases in Gloucestershire where this arrangement had been destroyed
by the insertion of an east window. When the church was extended
westward recently a Danish or Saxon barrow was cut through in which
were found two skeletons, one standing erect, and the other in a sitting
position. Near them were found corses of shields (now preserved in a
cupboard in the church). Canon Bazeley suggested that perhaps one
of the skeletons was that of a Saxon chieftain, and the other that of his
armour-bearer, who was slain at the funeral of the chief and buried with
him.

The chapel of Wyre, the dedication of which is unknown, is said to
stand on an ancient burial mound. In confirmation of this tradition,
when the chapel was lengthened twelve feet westward, two skeletons
were found, one standing erect and the other in a sitting position, both
facing north-east. Close to them were the bosses of two shields and
two knives. Thomas Wright in his Celf, Roman, and Saxon, gives
an illustration of a similar boss on page 471, fig. 1; and on page 475
he describes a Saxon shield as of wood, sometimes covered with leather,
having an iron boss in the centre, riveted to the wood.

The village cross is only a copy of the original, figured in Kniéht's
Old England. It was removed in 1844 to some grounds near Pershore
Abbey.

The exterior of the chapel is deceptive, for it has been so thoroughly
restored as to look quite new; but within it is full of interest. The
sacred building consists of a nave with a porch and a double campanile
or bell tower on its east gable, and a chancel.

The roof is new, though some of the ancient roof-timbers were
inserted in it when it was restored. The north wall of the nave is as
old as the thirteenth century, the south wallislater. The fontis Norman
with chevron moulding. There is some interesting fifteenth-century
stained glass in the Perpendicular west window, representing a Madonna
and Child, and below them the symbol of St. John the Evangelist,
a sacramental cup from which a dragon or wyvern is seen to issue.
This refers to a story, told by St. Isidore, that an attempt was made
to poison the apostle by placing poison in the chalice, but that St. John
and his fellow-communicants drank the consecrated wine without hurt,
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the poison having come out in the form of a monster, whilst the would-be
assassin fell dead at their feet. )

Thc' chancel arch has been declared by Parker and Bloxham to be
Saxon. It is very diminutive, with a semicircular arch, having a square
abacus, chamfered below, similar to the arches at St. Alban’s. It has
a hood over it, but not any of the long and short work often found in
Saxon architecture. On either side of the arch are hagioscopes, or
squints, which have been inserted in the cast wall of the nave to enable
the worshippers to see the priest at the altar. There are many
interesting relics in a cupboard to the west of the south door : a roughly-
carved capital with acanthus leaves and a cable moulding, perhaps
Saxon ; a monstrance or candle-stick ; the head of some monster with
a finc row of tecth; the bosses referred to above; and some good
fifteenth-century floor-tiles, with the Talbot arms, a Popinjay, ctc.
The door leading to the rood-loft has been built up. The campanile
contains a bell with the date 1794, and the inscription, *“ Come away,
make no delay,” the same as on two of the bells at Matson, cast by the
Rudhalls at Gloucester. A Norman pillar-piscina stands on the south
side of the sanctuary, and a credence table has been formed by placing
a slab on an Early English corbel. The stonework of the cast window
is partly new. Wall paintings were found on the west side of the chancel
wall, but were destroyed by the restorers. There was a chantry in this
chapel, founded by Thomas Throckmorton, of the yecarly value of
£9 3s. 4d.

Wyre was a lordship of the Earls of Warwick, inherited by them from
the Despencers. Henry VIII gave a lease of it to John Russel ; it was
sold later on to the Foliots, and by them to William Courteen. It is
now broken up into many holdings.

The drive was then continued to Pershore, where the abbey was a
sister foundation to the great Benedictine Abbey of St. Peter, Gloucester.

Two Northumbrian princes, brothers of our first abbess, Kyncburg,
and connected with the royal house of Mercia, had lands given them
by King Ethelred for the foundation and endowment of religious houses
in the Severn Vale. Osric founded Gloucester in 68 1, Oswald founded
Pershore in 689.

- Both monasteries in later Saxon times were occupied by Secuvlar
Canons, and both, before the Norman Conquest, were handed over to
Benedictine monks, Pershore under King Edgar in 969, Foldbriht being
the first abbot, and Gloucester under Cnut in 1022.

As time went on the abbots of both received their mitres and had
seats in Parliament ; but at the Dissolution their fates were different.
Gloucster became the scat of a bishopric, and its monastic church was
preserved for posterity in all its integrity ; the comventual buildings

~
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of Pershore were ordered to be destroyed by the King’s Commissioners,
but the inhabitants bought the church for their own use. As, however,
they lacked the funds for keeping it intact, the nave and the chapel.of
St. Eadburgh were taken down as being superfluous ; the north transépf
became ruinous, and fell with a mighty crash in the seventeenth
<entury. . ' S

The lady chapel in 1846 appeared capable of restoration, and funds
were forthcoming for the purpose ; but we owe it to one of the most
celebrated bishops of our time that the work was not carried out.
Samuel Wilberforce, who was then Dean of \Vestmmster and as such
-one -of the patrons of the church, was invited to visit Pershore and
give his opinion as to its restoration. In an .unhappy moment he
recommended that an apse should be constructed and the rest of the
lady chapel removed.

The Church of the Holy Cross, Pershore, at the present time consists
of a nave, which was originally the choir and presbytery of the abbey
-church, a comparatively modern apse, a south transept, and a beautiful
lantern tower, which once formed the central architectural feature
of a cruciform church.

In 1862, when the Archzological Institute visited Pershore Mr.
E. A. Freeman spoke at some length on the church. The gist of his
remarks is given in the Afchzologicdl ']ou'mal vol. xix, Pp- 377, 378.
In vol. xx, pp. 158-71, there is a paper by Mr. Bloxam on the effigy
of a cross-legged knight with a horn.

After the visit of this Society to Pershore, in 1885, Sir John Maclean
collected some excellent notes on the church, which he printed in our
Transactions, vol. x, pp. 230-37. Opposite page 237 are illustrations
of the cross-legged effigy and the Newton carving.

The nave and transepts were Eariy Norman, and corresponded
<closely with the naves and transepts of Gloucester and Tewkesbury.
The Norman choir was destroyed by fire in 1253, and was rebuilt in
the later Early English style whi¢h prevailed towards the close of
Henry IIl’s reign. The piers have clustered shafts and round caps.
There is no distinct triforium ; Mr. Freeman says it was thrown into
the clerestory.

The vaulting of the roof was constructed at the end of the thirteenth
century, and was made to harmonise with the earlier work. The
‘Chapel of St. Eadburgh, destroyed at the Dissolution, belonged to this
-date, and also the upper stages of the tower.

The church was restored under the supérintendence of Mr. Gilbert
Scott, afterwards Sir Gilbert Scott, in 1863.

Two interesting monuments remain—the effigies of a knight and an
abbot. The knight wears mail armour with hooded hauberk and
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sleeveless surcoat. His heater-shaped shield is ‘supported by a guige
or strap which passes over the right shoulder. His sword is on the left
side, and his right hand, which is uncovered, grasps a horn. :

We are reminded at once of the tomb of John Wyrral, at Newland,
in the Forest of Dean ; but the knight is not a forester or chief ranger.
He holds his land by tenure of cornage, i.e. of blowing a horn on the
approach of his lord’s foes. The date of the effigy is probably about
the same as that of Robert, Duke of Normandy’s effigy in Gloucester
Cathedral, the latter part of Henry III's reign or the middle of the
thirteenth century.

The ecclesiastical effigy is supposed to represent Abbot Edmund Hart
or William Compton. Above this effigy is some excellent oak carving
with an inscription, commemorating Abbot Newton.

Lunch was partaken of at the ‘ Three Tuns,” after which
St. Andrew’s and Holy Cross Churches were inspected. The former
presented one or two problems which the Society were unable to solve
instantly. There is a Norman nave and a Transitional Norman north,
aisle, but probably no south aisle of the same period. In the time of
Henry IV a south aisle and west tower were built. On the tower arch
there are mouldings which do not belong to the tower arch; they
exactly match with the width of the chancel (which is out of centre
with the nave). The arcade at the south side of the nave appears to
have been inserted at the end of the fiftcenth century, and then within
fifty years it was taken down, the width of the nave was reduced and a
new arcade inserted—why, nobody seemed to know. It was suggested
that possibly the earlier arcade was weakened by the cutting of the
stairway to the rood-loft, and also that possibly two congregations
worshipped in the church. A third suggestion was that there was a
chantry chapel at thc cast end of what is now the south aisle, and that
the south aisle was built wider to match it. In this church, as in
Fladbury, all the plaster has been dragged from the walls.

At Pershore Abbey Mr. F. B. And'rews, A.R.I.B.A., was in attendance
as well as the Rev. F. R. Lawson. Mr. Andrews has made a special
study of the abbey, and was able to give the Society a most interesting
account.of the building. By means of plans, he sliowed that the original
dimensions of the church were almost equal to those of Tewkesbury
Abbey ; and the nave was similar in design, treatment, and date to
Tewkesbury. Mr. Andrews also explained the position of the various
conventual buildings. The date of the cliurch went back to 689, and
the structure passed through many vicissitudes, several tinies suffering
from fire. Attention was directed to the fact that the semicircular
arches of the crossing were reinforced by a pointed arch over the semi-
circular arch, and Mr. Andrews suggested that from bitter experience
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of past failures the Norman architects devised this means of securing

increased strength. They found that the round arch was very prone
to fail at the crown, and they thought it was wise to lift it ; here was

an interesting example of the two together. The Early English choir
of the abbey (the nave of the present church), which is a magnificent
specimen of the style, was duly admired ; and the graceful effect obtained

by merging the triforium and the clere story was noted. Mr. Andrews

described the magnificent lantern tower as almost unique ; he believed

there was no other lantern of such richness and beauty in a comparatively

small town like Pershore. It dated from the first half of the fourtcenth

century, and there was no doubt it was the work of the architect who
designed the beautiful lantern at Salisbury, with which it possessed

some striking resemblances. Regret was expressed that the interesting
Norman font was still in private hands. Mr. Andrews said that when

he last saw it it was serving as a garden vase, and was bright with"
geraniums. The Rev. F. R. Lawson said it was not now in the garden,

it was inside the house.

" From Pershore the party drove to Elmley Castle, and Canon Bazeley
commented on the fact that the church appeared to have consisted
originally of a Norman nave and chancel, and that when it was thought
well to enlarge it, instead of erecting piers, the arcades seemed to have
been cut out of the existing wall ; this scemed especially apparent on
the south side. The font was especially interesting. The lower part
was ancient, and belonged to the Norman church ; the upper part had
some interesting sculpture on it, which bore external evidence that
it was provided in the beginning of the sixteenth century. The fine
tombs in the church aroused a great deal of admiration.

Elmley Castle was built by Robert d’Abitot, steward of William
the Conqueror, on a spot of Bredon Hill about a mile from the building
which now bears the name.

On the death of Robert d’Abitot it passed to his brother, Urso
d’'Abitot, Sheriff of Worcestershire.

Emmeline, daughter and heiress of Urso, married Walter Beauchamp,
and by bringing her paternal possessions into this family, laid the founda-
tion of its wealth and-power. When their castle at Worcester fell into-
decay, Elmley rose in importance and became their chief seat.

° At the battle of Evesham, 1263, four sons of the then Lord Beauchamyp
of Elmley fought on the side of Prince Edward, and to the eldest,
William, was given the Earldom of Warwick as a reward for his loyal
help. His descendants held it till the reign of Henry VII. The
Shrievalty of Worcestershire was attached to the possession of Elmley
till the death of the King-maker, Richard Nevil, in 1471.

The story of the Beauchamps and Nevilles, Earls of Warwick, and
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of the sorrows of Isabella and Anne, daughters of Earl Richard, are too
well known to nced repetition.

On the attainder of the KXing-maker, Elmley Castle fell into the hands
-of the king, and Anne, Countess of Warwick, exccuted a confirmation
-of it to Henry VII in 1487. It was governed by stewards from 1471
to 1545 : by Sir R. Nanfan, 1485 ; Sir John Savage till 1517 ; Sir W.
‘Compton till 1528 ; W. Walsh till 1538 ; and Uriah Brereton.

In 1545 Henry VIII sold Elmley-Castle to Christopher Savage,
:son of Sir Christopher of Aston-sub-Edge, and esquire of the body of
the king. He was descended from the Cheslire family from -which
sprang the Viscounts Savage and Earls Rivers.

The Savages continued at Elmley, frequently filling the office of
sheriff, till 1742, when Thomas Savage, who had married Elizabetls,
Dowager Countess of Coventry, died without male issue, and left his
cstate to his daughters and co-hcitesses. Elmley came to Thomas
Byrch, son of the eldest daughter, and he took the name of Savage.
©On his death, in 1776, the bulk of his property passed to his nephew,
Robert Clavering, but Elmley Castle was left to his widow, who sold it
to Mr. Bourne Charlett, and it came ultimately to General Davies, the
prcécnt owner. . .

The body of the church, which consists of a nave with porch and two
aisles and chancel, appears to have been rebuilt carly in the fifteenth
<ecntury, partly from the materials of an earlier church and also of the
castle, as there arc fragments of Norman sculpture worked into the
walls in many places, and there is herring-bone work on cither side of the
<chancel.

The tower at the west end of the nave is older, having a deeply-sct
window of the twelfth ceptury. )

The south arcade of the nave has apparently been constructed out
of the wall of an carlier church, as two of the arches are supported by
blocks of masonry instcad of by shafts and capitals. From the style
©of the four shafts, three on the north and one on the south, I should
take the date of the rebuilding to be ¢. 1480. This is supported by the
presence of Edward IV’s badge, the rose-en-soleil, in one of the windows
of the south aisle. The windows of the church are for the most part
late Perpendicular. The font is especially interesting. Carved in bold
relief on the vase are four serpents, whilst on the octagonal bowl are
the following emblems and badges: (1) The sacred heart between two
hands and two feet with the stigmata on all five ; (2) a double Tudor
rosc; (3) two plumes, Arthur, Prince of Wales; (4) a portcullis ;
(5) a trefoil stripped and budded ; (6) a pale fusily, Savage; (7) stock
of a tree with branch and sprigs ; (8) the ragged staff of the Warwicks.
The bowl is probably much more modern than the base, as the devices
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are about A.D. 1490; but as these are so flat in execution, it is possible
that they superseded earlier carvings. They were probably executed
by order of Sir John Savage, steward for the Crown, ¢. 1490 to 1517.

There are two curious aumbries or cupboards, one on the south side
of the chancel, and another on the east wall of the north aisle,

The Savage monument in the south chapel is very fine. There are
cffigies of Egidius Savage, his father, William Savage, his wife and son.

There is another monument in memory of Thomas, Earl of Coventry,
who died in 1699, aged 7o.

In the churchyard is a sundial bearing the arms of Savage with
many quarterings.

After tea at the Queen’s Head Hotel the party drove to the
desecrated chapel at Netherton, which they inspected, and subsequently
they returned to their head-quarters at Evesham.

Netherton Chapel consists of a small nave and chancel, built in the
latter half of the twelfth century, when the style of architecture we call
Transitional Norman had been evolved. There are deeply-splayed
windows, one being splayed on both sides, which is unusual. A doorway
with a round-headed arch and zigzag moulding remains on the north
side, and another on the south side with a tympanum on which is carved
a dragon. Above the chancel-arch is a bell turret with two semicircular
headed arches supported by shafts with cushion-shaped caps, covered
by a gable roof, and surmounted by a cross. A piece of the north wall,
large enough to admit a cart, has been removed, thus weakening the
whole structure, and the dividing wall between the nave and chancel
is in a ruinbus condition. A fire-place shows that the chapel was once
used as a dwelling. This chapel was attached to Cropthorne, of which
the Prior and Convent of Worcester were the patrons. It is stated in
some ancient document that the chapel was in a state of disrepair as
early as the reign of Edward I, but it must have been restored later on.
It is much to be desired that the visit of our Society to Netherton may
lead to the repair, and if possible the restoration to its ancient sacred
use, of this sadly desecrated sanctuary. Weare indebted for information
relating to this chapel,.and to other churches of this district to the
Reports of the Worcester Avchitectural Society, 1897 and 1898.

On Wednesday evening the Mayor and Mayoress were “ At
Home ** at the Public Hall to meet members of the Society. Among
those invited, in addition to the members, were Mr. and Mrs. Rudge,
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey New, Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Smith, Mr. and Mrs. I. Morris, the Rev. H. and Mrs. Clifford,
Mr. and Mrs. C. Burlingham, Mr. J. Bracher, the Rev. H. A. Holmes,
the Rev. C. W. Whitacre, Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Cox, Mr. and Mss. G. K.
Bell, Mr. and Mrs. G. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Cox, Mr. and Mrs, F.

5
Vor. XXXII.
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L. Leslie, Mr. and Mrs. N. G. Harry, Genceral Davies, Mr. and Mrs. J.
Sladden, Mr. H. Maund, etc.

During the course of the evening Professor Oxman (the President of
the Society) gave a most interesting address on Simon de Montfort as.
warrior. He said that Simon had all the virtues of his father without
his ferocity and self-seeking, and though it could not be said he was.
destitute of ambition, he was not ambitious for himseclf ; he was the
most mercifnl, the most sclf-restrained, and the least sclfish of all victors..
The one point on which his repntation suffered was that he did not deal
with his sons, who were unworthy of him, with the severity they
deserved. Speaking of his military experiences, Professor Oman alluded
to his service in the Crusades, and to his suppression of the nnmerous
risings of the turbulent Gascon nobility, but pointed out that the
campaigns of Lewes and Evesham were very different matters ; they
were a step forward in the art of war. Previous campaigns were
.sporadic and ill-conducted ; in the two campaigns mentioned, instead
of chance medley, there was plans and meaning. In the Lewes campaign
the movements of the king were conducted with the characteristic
inconsequence and incoherence of medixval warfare. Instead of striking
at once at London, the seat of Simon’s power, the king marched hither
and thither in an aimless sort of manner. Simon’s movements, on the
other hand, were coherent, logical, and precise. Although in inferior
strength, he struck straight at the king himself, and forced him to fight
at a disadvantage. After giving a graphic description of the Battle of
Lewecs, the speaker directed attention to the fact that the victors granted
quarter to their defeated foes ; whereas at Evesham, where the Royalists
were victorious, no quarter whatever was granted to the vanquished.
In conclusion, he said that though a prosecuting counsel might make
out a strong case against Simon de Montfort, the jury ought to give him
the benefit of the doubt, find him not guilty of self-seeking, and discharge
him as a genuine patriot.

On the éroposition of the Mavor, a hearty vote of thanks was
accorded Professor Oman for his most interesting address.

Professor Oaman replied, and on behalf of the Society thanked
the Mayor and Corporation, and the burgesses of Evesham, for the
glorious way in which they had received the Society, who, though they
had strayed over the county border, had not been treated as trespassers,
but as bosom friends.

Before tlie proceedings terminated the PRESIDENT referred in
eulogistic terms to the very great assistance which had been rendered
to the Socicty by Mr. E. A. B. Barnard.

Canon BazELEY endorsed this expression of the indebtedness of the
Society to Mr. Barnard. He said that when a visit to Evesham was
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first contemplated, it was suggested that its success was assured if the
services of Mr. Barnard could be secured as Local Honorary Secretary.
He was glad to say that that expectation had been amply fulfilled.

Mr. BARNARD, in reply, expressed his pleasure at doing what he had
done to add to the success of the Society’s visit to Evesham.

On Thursday morning the party drove to Hinton-on-the-Green,
where, in the absence of the rector, they were received by Mrs. Baker.
Professor Oman read some historical notes on the parish and the church
provided by the Rev. C. A. Baker. The most important feature in the
church is an alabaster slab with an incised portrait of Abbot Halford,
Abbot of Bordesley, who died in 1317. The steps leading to the rood-
loft are in better preservation than usual. There are no old tombstones
in the churchyard, a former rector having had them removed to form
a village pathway; this rector also ploughed up the churchyard, and
cultivated+it with flax. The curious gateway to the manor house is
said to be built of remains from the church. The font has disappeared ;
when last heard of it was filled with geraniums on the manor house lawn.

The Church of St. Peter, Hinton-on-the-Green, was visited by Sir
Stephen R. Glynn on September 14th, 1859, and was thus described
by him. v

“ A small church, Late Perpendicular, in parts quite debased. It
has a nave and chancel without architectural division, south porch, and
a western tower. The tower is built of very good stone, embattled,
with four plain pinnacles, two string courses, belfry window of two lights,
with hood moulding on corbels. The west window has a similar hood
moulding, but debased tracery of three lights, There is no west door ;
under the battlement rather good gurgoyles.

““ The tower rich, pointed, continuous, and open.

“ The windows are of two or three lights without foils, of debased
character. The body is embattled, and there are pinnacles at the east
end. The roof is of flat pitch and has spandrels. The interior is pewed.
There is an incised slab with a cross in the sacrarium. The churchyard is
large, and has but few graves.‘ To the south-west of the church is a
pretty Elizabethan house.” _

We learn from Thomas’s Survey of Worcester that the church was
rebuilt at the charge of the Abbey of Gloucester about the year 1313.
The slab mentioned by Sir S. Glynn is probably the one which was found
about the middle of the eighteenth century, bearing the inscription,
Hic sepelitur corpus D'ni Will'mi Halfordie, quondam Abbatis de
Bordesleya qui felibiler obilt xii. die Sep¥bris Anno D'ni millesimo
ceexvit.

Tanner says that William Hayford was Abbot of Bordesley, in
Worcestet shire, from 1293 to 1317. Bigland mentions another flat-
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stone in the church, inscribed Hic Jacet Themas Wykkye, quendam
firmarius cujus anime . . . quiobiit 24 Octobris A.D. 1480. ¢t Joanna
uxoris, quon . .

Chancellor Parsons, who wrote late in the seventeenth century, says
that near the church was a very fair stone house belonging to the Bakers,
but burnt down in the civil wars lest it should prove a garrison for the
Parliament. Bigland, who wrote in 1786, gives a view of the church
with a fine housc on the south side of it. This is the house which Sir
Stephen Glynn calls Elizabethan, but it appears to be of the style known
as Queen Anne.

. In the ycar 981 Elfleda, sister of King Ethelred, gave the Manor
of Hynctun to St. Peter’s Abbey, Gloucester ; and it is described in the
‘Domesday Survey under ferra S. Petri de Gloucest’ as containing fifteen
hides. The abbey held the manor and the advowson till the Dissolution,
when both appear to have been sold by Henry VIII. The manor was
bought by Sir Edward Worth, and later on by Thomas Berners, whose
daughter carried it in marriage to Thomas Baker. It was held subse-
quently by Sir John Hamer, Sir Robert Jason, Joseph Swayne, James
Stephens, and in 1792 by William Baker.

It is stated that for many years in former times the old manor house
was always left untenanted on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, in
order to leave room for the ghost of a former squire, who, among other
iniquities, had been guilty of playing cards on the altar on Christmas
Eve.

At Great Washbourne the party were received by the Rev. C. R.
Covey. They were very. much interested in this qnaint church, which
is very Early Norman, so carly that it may be pre-Norman. There is
a very carly tympanum over the south door, some carly deeply-splayed
windows, and a very narrow chancel arch, semicircular, and quite plain ;
although it may be Early Norman, it may be carlier. The walls of the
church are probably Norman. Early English windows were inserted
perhaps in the century after the church was built.  In the fifteenth
century the west window was inserted, and in 1642 Carolean windows
were put in on ecither side of the east window

The little Church of St. Mary, Great Washbourne, is thus described
by Sir StephenGlynn : “* A small church, having only nave and chancel,
and over the two latter a mean wooden belfry. There is a Norman arch
over the south door, of which the tympanum has courses of circles filled
with stars, and one in the centre filled by a Maltese cross and knobs with
four spaces. The chancel arch is also Norman, very small and narrow,
surrounded by much wall, very plain, on impost mouldings. On cach
side of it is a l)iclmoscopic opening of square form, the southern having
trefoiled arch panelling. Tlie nave has on the south a trefoil-headed
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single window ; on the north is a Perpendicular one of three lights.
The west window is a large Late Perpendicular one of four lights wit1:1
two transoms, and below the lower transom only two divisions. The
west door is Late Perpendicular. The chancel has a Perpendicular east
window of three lights ; at the north-east is a single labelled window of
debased character. At the south-west is a single Early English light
with trefoil head, and a labelled Perpendicular window at the south-
cast. The font has an octagonal bowl on a similar stem.”

““\Waseborne ”’ belonged to the Church of Tewkesbury in 1066, and
continued to do so till the Dissolution, when it was granted to Anne,
widow of Sir Adrian Fortescue. It remained for some generations in
the Fortescue family ; then it passed to a Mr. Starkey. Lord Craven
held it in 1779. Anthony 4 Wood says that John Cartwright, a great
traveller into Judea, Persia, ctc., in 1611, was of this parish. He was
probably a descendant of William Cartwright who held a lease of the
manor under Tewkesbury Abbey in the time of Henry VIII.

Lunch was served at the Beckford Hotel, after which the very
interesting monastic church of St. Barbara at Beckford was inspected.
The sculptured tympana over the two Norman doorways aroused much
interest and conjecture as to their interpretation,

The Church of St. Barbara, Beckford, ‘was visited by Sir Stephen
Glynn on March 25th, 1854, and the following contains the purport of
his remarks with some additions. The church consists of a nave with
a fine Perpendicular porch but no aisles, a chancel and central tower.

There are Norman doorways on either side of the nave, in each of
which there is a sculptured tympanum. These are especially interesting,
as the subjects are doubtful and their interpretation conjectural. On
the south side we liave a cross with a bird on one shaft, and what appears
to be an eye on the other.  On cach side is a beast apparently wor-
shipping the cross. Over the north doorway, which is walled up, is
depicted our Lord’s descent into Hades, or possibly the triumph of the
cross over Satan. This latter tympanum has been shamefully defaced
by some religious or irreligious maniac. There are Norman windows
on the north and south side of the nave. There is an Early Decorated
window on the south, and one with two lancet lights and a quatrefoil
above on the north. The west window, of five lights, is Perpendicular,
and there is another of the same date and style on the south side. In
the chancel there are double and single lancets on the north side, and

“two double lancets and a two-light Perpendicular window on the south.
The last Sir S. Glynn says is “ lychnoscopic.” The cast window has
three lancet lights with two circles above, under a pointed arch.

The tower is early in its two lower stages, and has large buttresses.

The belfry is later and somewhat debased, having a battlement and four



54 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 19Q00.

pinnacles. The tower arches appcar to be of Early English date.
There is a fine Elizabethan mansion on the north side of the church.

In the nineteenth volume of the Transactions of this Socicety there is
a paper on Beckford, by the late Rev. J. Melland Hall, of which I
propose to make a brief summary.

Beckford was one of the carly Christian monastic scttlements in
Gloucestershire in the cighth century, for monasteria at Celtanhom
(Cheltenham) and Beccanford (Beckford) are mentioned A.p. 803, in
a dispute between Deneberht, Bishop of Worcester, and Wulfheard,
Bishop of Hercford, at the Council of Cloveshoe. These monasteries
evidently existed in 775; we know not how much carlier, or by whom
they were founded. The Domesday Record states that Rotlesc, the
King’s housccarl, held Beceforde and Turbertus Estone (Ashton-under-
Hill) in the time of the Confessor.  After the Norman Conquest Earl
William Fitz Osbern obtained these two vills and made one manor of
them. He gave the two churches of Beckford and Ashton, together
with some land, to the Abbey of Cormeilles. On the attainder of Earl
William’s son, the joint Manor of Beckford and Estone was probably
granted to the Tankervilles, for in the reign of Henry I one of them gave
it to the Abbey of St. Martin and St. Barbara in Normandy, founded
1128, This grant was confirmed by Henry II. The Testa de Neville
states that the Priory of Beckford holds 301l. of land, the gift of King
Henry the elder. A charter of Henry III confirmed to God and St. Mary
de Cormicilles the Churches of Beckford and Ashton. In the reign of
Edward IIT Parliament granted to the king the estates of all priories
“that were cells to monasteries in France, and the Manor and Iriory of
Beckford were leased for life to Sir John Cheyney. They passed later
on to Thomas Rous, as husband of Anna Cheyney, and then to Sir John
Beauchamp .The priory was totally suppressed in 1414, together with
‘other alicn priorics, and the manor was conferred on Eton College.
Edward IV annulled the grant to Eton, and gave Beckford to Fothering-
hay College. .

After the Dissolution the manor and advowson of Beckford were
granted to Sir Richard Lee. In the time of Queen Elizabeth Edward
Wakeman obtained both, and they continued in his family for many
gencrations.

We have, then, at Beckford a monastic church of the greatest interest,
apparently rebuilt in the twelfth century on the site of a Saxon church
of the cighth écntury and altered in later times. Both the architecture
and the history deserve the most carcful examination and rescarch.

Beckford appcérs among the king’s lands in Domesday, having be-
longed in King Edward’s time to Rotlesc, the housecarl.  As Gloucester-
‘shire was one of the shires which helped King Harold at Hastings, we
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may be sure that Rotlesc with his brother housecarl, Tovi Widenesci, of
Barrington, lay where they had fought beneath the standard of their
king.

From Beckford the party proceeded to Overbury, where the Church
©of St. Faith was examined. This consists of a Norman nave, and Early
English chancel, Decorated aisles, Perpendicular tower and ninetcenth-
century porch. The font, which is extremely interesting, dates from
Edward the Confessor’s reign.

The following is a summary of the description given by the Vicar,
‘the Rev. C. Glynn, when the Society visited Overbury in 1894.

The Church of St. Faith, Overbury, consists of a nave in the Norman
style, a chancel in the Early English style, Decorated aisles, Perpen-
dicular tower, and nineteenth-century porch. The old church, which
was begun in the reign of Edward the Confessor, consisted of a nave,
tower, transepts and apse. The next step was the addition of the south
doorway, ¢. 1160; the outer doorway of that porch is now standing,
and forms the inner doorway of the present porch. Then came an
alteration, the apse was broken through, the Early English chancel
was erccted in 1220 as an extension of the old ground plan, and the
-consecration of the new portion took place. The date of one of the
west windows is 1240, that of the aisles ¢. 1340, the tower 1386, the bell
chamber 1450, the east window 1480. The west end, the south aisle,”
and the porch were rebuilt in 1850, and the church was restored in
1879-80. The font, which is extremely interesting, is as ancient as
any part of the church, dating from Edward the Confessor. The bowl,
which is the true old font, is divided into four panels : the first contains
the figure of a priest in the officiating dress; the second, that of a
bishop with a remarkable nimbus and two croziers ; the third, a cross
with the emblem of the dove; and the fourth, some beautiful scroll
work. The bowl of the font has been fractured, possibly by the
insertion of staples for a cover, a constitution having been issued in 1236
by Edmund, Arclhibishop of Canterbury, that every font should be
covered and locked. There are five bells, The first bears the words,
Sancte Egidi, ora pro nobis, and was cast by R* Hendley, of Gloucester,
1450-1500. The second has an incomplete alphabet ; it is a sixteenth-
century bell, but post-Reformation. The third and fourth bear the
words, Come when I call—to serve God all, and Hallelujalh, with the date
1641, and were cast by Purdue, of Salisbury and Bristol. The fifth
bears the inscription, John Dance, Thomas Baldwing, Churchwardens,
1719, 4.R., and was cast by Abraham Rudhall, of Gloucester.

The registers are very interesting. They date from the fourth year
of Queen Mary, and one or two of the first entries are of names of persons
still living in the parish.
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In Domesday we read that the Church of Worcester held Overbury
with Pendoc. In 875 Ceolwulph, King of the Mercians, gave the manor
to the Church of Worcester. The patronage is still in the hands of the
Dean and Chapter. The manor passed from the Dean and Chapter
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. In 1723 Mr. John Martin, in
succession to Mr. Parsons and others, became tenant of the Dean and
Chapter on a lease of three lives. In 1861, while one life was still
running, Mr. Robert Martin purchased the property from the Eccle-
siastical Commissioners.

A fuller account of this beautiful church will be found in the
Transactions, vol. xix, pp. 41-6o.

The beautiful gardens at Overbury Court have been most tastefully
rearranged by Sir Richard Martin.

From Overbury the party drove to Ashchurch Station, where they
took train for home, having enjoyed their three days’ outing thoroughly.
The wecather was fine, the arrangements were excellent, and were
thoroughly well carried out. Besides the debt of gratitude which we owe:
to our President and General Secretary, a very special word of thanks.
must be voted to our Worcestershire friends wlho reccived us so kindly,
and provided so carcfully for our welfarc; and among them to
Messrs. W. H. Smith, who have kindly allowed us to use some of the
blocks from their excellent guide to Evesham and its neighbourhood.





