From the Transactions of the
Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

St. Peter's Church, Bristol

by C. E. Boucher
1909, Vol. 32, 260-300

© The Society and the Author(s)



5T. PETER'S CHURCH, BRISTOL.
By CHARLES E. BOUCHER, B.Sc.

MATERIALS relating to St. Peter’s Church are scanty. It does
not possess ancient deeds like All Saints’, St. Thomas’, or
St. John’s, and there are no old churchwardens’ accounts.
The earliest book in the possession of the vestry only goes
back as far as 1654, and for several years in the eighteenth
century the accounts are missing. Mr. Thomas Short, in a
manuscript book, refers to this condition of things as follows :
‘““The tradition is that the missing books were entrusted to
the care of an accountant in Broadmead, and were deposited
in a box in a cellar when all that part of the city was inundated
by the overflowing of the river Frome. The consequence
was that after being immersed for a long time they were found
to be utterly destroyed.” Mr. Short ascribed this to 1768,
when Peter Norton was churchwarden, as the accounts begin
again then. There are, however, a number of deeds relating
to the church in existence, chiefly in the possession of Mr.
Francis Fox, and in that of the city.

The Church of St. Peter, commonly reputed to be the oldest
church in Bristol, was probably originally the parish church of
the Royal Manor of Barton. Barrett, who calls it the Church of
St. Peter and St. Paul, states that it was founded before the
Conquest, and there seems nothing improbable in the assertion,
as according to a charter of Simon, Bishop of Worcester, St.
Peter’s Church was reputed the earliest and most important
of the Bristol churches.

It is also mentioned in a charter of Henry I,? given at
Winchester in 1100, in which he confirms to the Abbey of
Tewkesbury ‘‘ ecclesiam Sancti Petri de Brigstou et decimas

1 Dugdale, vol. ii, p. 66.



Orcan Vestzy

— 7

I

b-

pr 3

(]

™

r
Sancruaey

|m.rtm|

it}
' 1
T
]
. T8
TemeoeaRYy vl South Arsle o iE]
CHOIR. . v y : H
Vesrmy 3 [ . Sun |
¥ T
% Hearwc (wang” S .
N [ ]
N
Page 260. J. Bevan, Arch.

GROUND PLAN OF ST, PETER'S CHURCH, BRISTOIL,



St. PETER'S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 261

reddituum de Brigstou,” and Dugdale also quotes another
charter! of Simon, Bishop of Worcester, in which he confirms
to the Abbey of Tewkesbury ““ ecclesiam Sancti Petri de Bristol
cum pertinentiis suis infra castrum et extra dominicum
Burgum.”

There are also other later charters in which the church is
mentioned in a similar way.

Dugdale 2 quotes a charter of Henry, Bishop of Worcester,
in which he accepts Richard Chamberlain on the presentation
of the monks of Tewkesbury to that moiety of the Church of
St. Peter which Stephen de Ripun held before him, subject
to.an annual pension of three shillings to the Church of
St. James, Bristol, and in the Rev. C. S. Taylor’s valuable paper
on the ‘ Religious Houses of Bristol” he refers to the
connection of St. Peter’s Church with the Priory of St. James.
Stephen de Ripun is the earliest rector whose name is
mentioned. The two moieties of the living were consolidated
in 1242, and presented to Simon of Radnor, Richard
Chamberlain being given the rectory of St. John’s, December
6th, 1242.3 Dugdale quotes a charter by which this Richard
Chamberlain was presented to the Church of St. Michael. ¢

The Manor of Barton was of considerable extent, and it
bears out the contention that St. Peter’s was the original
parish church of the manor when we remember its early
connection with Mangotsfield.

In the Amnnales de Theokesberie® there is this entry,
December 5th, 1231: ““ Nos concessimus liberam cantariam
in wvigilia Sancti Nicholai W. de Putot tunc vicecomiti
Gloucestriz in capella curie suz de Manegodesfeld salva
indemnitate matricis ecclesiz Sancti Petri Bristollis et capellze
ville de Manegodesfeld prout in Scriptis inter nos et ipsum
confectis continetur et etiam monachos de Kingeswode.’

The text of the grant is given in full in Dugdales : “ P
Abbas Theok. et ejusdem loci conventus Magister Stephanus de

! Dugdale, vol. ii, p. 7o. 2 Ibid., p. 76.

3 Annals of Tewhesbury, p. 122, 4 Dugdale, Cart. Varie, No. Ixxvi,
5 Page 81. ¢ Dugdale, Monasticon, No. Ixxx, p. 79.
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Torneburia et David tunc Decanus Bristoll rectores ecclesie
beati Petri juxta castrum Bristoll et capelle ville de
Mangodesfeld,” etc. .

It is not necessary to quote this document at further
length, as it merely details the conditions under which
William de Putot was to found the chantry chapel in his
house, and safeguards the interests of the mother church.
This grant is also of interest as it speaks of two rectors of
St. Peter’s, the living being held in moieties, as was the case
when Richard Chamberlain was appointed (between 1193 and
1196).

St. Peter’s must therefore be looked on as the mother church
of Mangotsfield.

A certain amount of friction resulted about this chapel
between Tewkesbury Abbey and St. Peter’s Church, which
resulted in a lawsuit between the Abbey and the Rector of
St. Peter’s, John de Brampton. Letters passed between
Edward, Prince of Wales (the Black Prince), and Esmon
Blount, asking permission for certain muniments in his
possession to be seen and examined for the purpose of this
lawsuit between John de Brampton, Parson of St. Peter’s,
Bristol, and the Abbey of Tewkesbury, concerning the chapel. :

This John de Brampton is mentioned as being rector in
1353, 2 the previous rector, John Chamberleyn, of Wolferton,
having exchanged his living of St. Peter’s for that of Stogursey
in 1352.°

This rector (John de Brampton) was involved in a good
many financial transactions with other clergv. The first
mention of these is on November 24th, 1353, soon after he had
been made rector, when he acknowledged that he owed
William de Hawkesworth, Clerk, and Ralph de Houton,
Parson of Morston Church, 2os. *

1 Berkeley Castle, Select Chartérs, No. 485.
2 Close Rolls, Edward III, Nov. 24th, 1353.
3 Som. Record Soc. Register, Ralph of Shrewsbury, p. 6953.
) 4 Close Rolls, Edward II1.
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On June gth, 1354, there is another acknowledgment that
he owed these same creditors 4os: In both cases, in default of
payment, his property in Somerset was to be levied on. On
January 15th, 1354, he, in company with Roger de Barnburgh,
Parson of Smalberg Church, acknowledged themselves
severally owing to the two same creditors £4, to be levied in
default of payment on their goods in the counties of Gloucester
and Norfolk.?

On February 26th, 1355, he, with John de Ditton, Parson
of Repton Abbas, in the diocese of Lincoln, acknowledged
they severally owed Richard de Thoresby, Clerk, £6, to be
levied on their property in the county of Lincoln. ?

Again, on March 16th, 1356, there is another
acknowledgment of 4os., due to Villiam de Hawkesworth,s
while on September 2o0th, 1359, William Kermerdyn, Chaplain,
and John Hammond, ‘‘ webbe " of Bristol, acknowledged that
they owed to John de Brampton £zo0.¢

At this period St. Peter’s seems to have been very much
associated with the church at Stogursey. On account of the
French War, the Priory and the living of Stogursey were in
the king’s gift, and on May 6th, 1351, the Crown presented it
to John Cotes, Parson, of Hywyssh Chaunflour, on an exchange
of benefices with Philip Mareys.®* On June 24th, 1352, John
Chaumberlyn, of Wolverton, Parson of St. Peter’s, Bristol,
was presented to the Vicarage of Stoke Courcy (Stogursey) on
an exchange of benefices with Philip Mareys. ¢

On August 3rd, 1353, John de Brampton was presented
to the Vicarage of Stokecourcy in the king’s gift, and on
August 11th, 1353, Philip Mareys was presented to the same
church.

In the register 7 of Ralph of Shrewsbury, Bishop of Bath and
Wells, it states that the bishop admitted John Chamberleyn
to the Vicarage of Stoke Cursi by reason of exchange with the

1 Close Rolls, Edward III. t Ibid., 3 Ibid. 4 Ibid.
5 Patent Rolls, Edward III, 1351.
% Patent Rolls, June 24th, 1352, Westminster (Cal., p. 302).
7 Som. Record Soc. Register, Ralph of Shrewsbury, p. 69s.
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Church of St. Peter, Bristol, vacant by the resignation of
Philip Mareys, and the bishop instituted Philip Mareys to
Stoke Curcy vi Kal.,, Sept., 1353.

These presentations and exchanges are puzzling, but it will
be remembered that the Black Death began in Somerset early
in 1349, and was the cause of great mortality among the clergy.
I do not know whether it is the same man, but a certain John
de Brampton, Chaplain, with William de Sutton, Parson of
Whitewell Church, and Thomas de Whitewell, Chaplain,
obtained a licence from the king on October 18th, 1350, to
cross to ““ parts beyond the seas as pilgrims.”

At quite an early period a school seems to have been
associated with the church, as in 1243 a grant of a large stone
house, called the school, near St. Peter’s Church, of Yseuda
Hose, was confirmed by her brother John to Simon le clerc
(Simon of Radnor then rector),? and this school-house is
alluded to many years after 2 in a deed of November 2nd, 1513.

Of this early Church of St. Peter little beyond the base of
the tower remains, but a late Norman capital was found
at a recent restoration. The castle was situated near
the church, and the fact is frequently emphasised in contempo-
rary documents. One of the earliest benefactions is in a
deed of about the date 12935, in which Alice, the relict of John
of Kyngeswode, carpenter, who was owner of a piece of ground
lying between the ditch of the barbican of the castle on the
one side and the churchyard on the other, left a legacy of
twelvepence to the High Altar of the church.® Some further
light is thrown upon the internal arrangements of the building
by a gift of twelve silver pence arising out of a tenement near
the Blyndgate made by Geoffrey le Cook, Dubbere, on March
2nd, 1336, for the sustentation of the light of the High Cross on
the north side of the church+ (not for the Chapel of
St. Catherine, as stated by Taylor), and a few years later
(1340-6) Walter Freman, Rector of St. Philip’s, gave for the

1 Braikenridge Decds, No. 4, Bristol Corporation.
? Fox Deeds, No. xxxv. 3 Tyson copics, p 229. 4 Fox MSS, No. vii.,
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benefit of the souls of his ancestors and descendants six silver
pence, arising out of a house and piece of land near the church,
for the support of the light of the blessed Catherine on the north
side. 4 . :

One of the Tyson MSS. gives the name of a rector, Robert
de Leache, and as Richard de Mangodesfeld is mentioned as
Mayor, the date must be between 1279 and 1289. This Robert
de Leche seems to have had trouble because, as was not
infrequent at that time, he had not procured for himself
priest’s orders. A mandate wasissued on November 4th, 1286,
by Bishop Godfrey Giffard, of Worcester, to the Dean of Bristol
to cite him, and as a result he, under protest, appears to have
resigned St. Peter’s and his other tenancy of Shenyndon
(Shenington Church being in the gift of Tewkesbury Abbey),
Thomas de Bosco, the bishop’s proctor at the court of Canter-
bury, being instituted in his place. In 1290 Gregory of
Wauberg was presented to the living.

A somewhat similar case to that of Robert de Leche was
that of Richard Gunvile, who though rector of the church,
was not ordained deacon until 1338.

In 1275 one of the chaplains of the church, a certain S., was.
insulted. From a mandate issued to the Deans of Westbury
and Bristol, it appears that while administering the Holy
Eucharist to a certain sick person in the Jewish quarter of
Bristol, certain Jews committed ‘‘ iniquitous insults, blasphe-
mies and injuries to the most holy body of our Saviour,”
the result being the excommunication of these ‘‘ wicked Jews,"”
and the forbidding of all traffic with them.?

Towards the close of the fourteenth century trouble appears.
to have arisen between the rector and the parish over the
rectory house, and from a deeds of October 6th, 1387, we learn
that the matter was finally settled in a thoroughly medieval

1 Fox MSS., No. ix. '
2 Worcester Registers, Ides of April, 1275, Bishop Godfrey Gifford.

Worec. Hist. Soc.
3 Tyson Copies of Deeds, p. 232, and p. 231,
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way at a meeting of the parishioners held in the church.
“The rector, who is styled in the deed as ““ that discreet man ”’
Sir Thomas Veysey, speaking before the altar dedicated to
St. Mary, acknowledged that he had been and was then and
there a tenant of the proctors of the church for the house in
which he dwelt in the eastern side of the churchyard, and that
he would pay annually fourpence rent during his life, and
that after his death it should belong absolutely to the church-
wardens for the time being, they on their part to cause his
-death to be celebrated annually on the morrow of the Apostles
St. Peter and St. Paul ; and that there might be no mistake,
the notary who drew it up, a certain Richard Marleburgh,
the deed goes on to say, affirms that he was personally present,
that he saw and heard the things stated which were voluntarily
transacted, and wrote them: down in faith and testimony. One
of the witnesses to this agreement was William Frost. This
William Frost died in 1391, and his will is of considerable
interest because he mentions in it the Holy Cross in the church
before which he wished to be buried, and he calls the church
the Church of the Apostles Peter and Paul of Bristol.

Towards the closing years of the fourteenth century there
seems to be reasonable grounds for believing that the old
Norman church was taken down, and replace'd by the Perpen-
dicular church that we now have. Between the years 1383
and 1413 there are a number of bequests for the fabric and work
of the church, mentioned in The Great Book of Wills : Walter
Derby in 1385, John Muleward in 1388, Simon Halewey in
1389, John Hunt in 1388, John Muleward in 1398, Reginald
Taillour in 1397, William Poyntz in 13935, Edward Tanner
in 1404, John Haleway in 1404, and Richard Vener in 1413.
After this the stream of bequests dries up, and it is not until
1491 that it begins again. The pefiod 1380 to 1415 corresponds
to the architecture of the church, and the view that extensive
building was done at this time is supported by a deed.

This is a covenant dated November 30th, 1408, between

! Fox MSS., No. 13 extra documents.
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Thomas Lye, rector of the church, and Thomas Peeke and
William Somerton, proctors, with the assent of Thomas Norton, .
Simon Olyver, John Olyver, Bernard Bruer, Richard Venour,
John Bagpathe and John Heye, parishioners, on a “ dispute
concerning a certain house where now is a vestibule and an altar
of the Holy Cross, with other buildings, in which house,
before it was thrown down by the parishioners, the rector
was accustomed to live.” The deed goes on to say that the
rector, Thos. Lye, grants to the proctors and parishioners the
vestibule and buildings erected on the north side of the
church, on the condition that they grant him and his
successors a piece of land in the precincts of the churchyard
on the north-west side, whereon rector and people were to
construct a good house with out-buildings and easements, at
their joint expense.

This Thomas Lye seems to have been an important man.
Barrett dates him at 1409, but heis mentioned as rector in-John"
Bannebury’s will of February 7th, 1404, and he appears to
have continued his position until after 1419, as his name is
given in Simon Olyvers will, which was proved on May 10th,
1419. It was during his rectorate that there were associated
with the parish a number of wealthy and influential burgesses.
Thomas Norton had purchased and was inhabiting the.great
house now St. Peter’s Hospital ; Simon Olyver, who had been
mayor and was recorder, and is buried with his wife Agnes in
the church, lived in a large house in St. Peter Street; John-
Olyver, his brother, was connected with the parish, as were
other wealthy burgesses, such as Barnard Bruer, Richard
Verron, and John Bagpathe, a tanner, wholived in a large house
on the Broad Weir.

There is also another interesting fact in connection with the
date of the church. In a manuscript volume belonging to
Lady Smyth, dated 1669, ascribed by Mr: Lewis Way to
Savage, is the following note: ‘“In the window over
Mr. Aldworth’s Monument, was ye armes of Er{gland and
France qred and therewith impaled Gules a cross patonné
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between 5 martlets or.” Probably by a slip of the pen Savage
miswrote. gules for azure, as the arms are those of England
impaled with Edward the Confessor, which were frequently
borne by Richard II. We know from Seyer that it is possible
he was in Bristol in 1394, and he certainly visited the city
in 1399.. It is by no means unlikely that this coat of arms
marks some important work in his day.

Let us now turn to the church as we have it. It is a large,
somewhat plain building, spacious, and, like other buildings
of the period, well lighted. My own view is that the present
nave occupies the site of the old Norman church. This was
demolished, and the new Perpendicular church built in its
place. The tower, which in its lower stage is part of the earlier
building, was originally on its west, north and south sides
external to the church. When the side aisles were added
there is evidence to show that they were built against the tower,
which was then already standing. This is evident by the coigns
at the corners of the west side of the tower, and by the fact that
in the inside, on the south side, there is a low batter similar to
that which extends round the base on the west side on the
exterior. Further, in the. north aisle, on the north side of
the north-east pier of the tower, there is a large solid buttress
which, owing to its great height and the darkness of the corner,
can easily be overlooked. 1 am indebted to Miss Perry for
the suggestion .that it might be an external buttress, which
on examination it turned out to be, the set-off being weathered.
The masonry of the tower is rough in character, and it appears
to be faced with large stones, with a rubble filling. It is
oblong in shape, being 28 ft. g in. long on the west and east
sides, and 24 ft. 8 in. on the south and north sides. Its height
from the lower battlements to the ground is 77 ft. It is in
two stages, and is surmounted by f{reestone battlements,
with pinnacles at the angles.

From the vestry books it appears that these battlements
were added in 1657, when the tower was raised to take them,
and this part of the work is still apparent, as it was executed in
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freestone, At the same time the level of the floors was
disturbed, fresh ones being added ; one, if not more, of the
original windows was walled up, a new one made, and others
repaired.

At the west end there is a fine, deeply-recessed Perpendlcular
door, over which is a small restored tabernacle, now empty.
The original door still remains. The base of the tower and the
western ends of the north and south aisles are separa;ted from
the body of the church by arches, and, as will be shown by the
plan, they form a kind of vestibule or narthex, similar to that
met.with in some Italian churches. This similarity may be
accidental, but it is very marked, and would be much more so
if the nave and aisles were separated from it by screen work,
as was formerly the case. The Rev. C. S. Taylor tells me that
a narthex also existed at the west end of the ancient Perpen-
dicular church of St. Thomas the Martyr. The arches supporting
the north and south sides of the tower have a three-shafted
respond on the west side, but only a single shaft, termina{ting
in a corbel, on the east side, that on the north side being
the figure of a king, and on the left of a queen.

' The length of the nave from the west door to the chancel
steps is 8o feet, the chancel is 30 feet long, the whole width of
the church is 55 feet. Strangely enough these measurements
are in no w ay comparable with those given by William
Wycestre. According to him “ ecclesia Sancti Petri continet
in longitudine preter chorum 54 gressus, latitudo ejus continet
30 passus.” Taking the gressus at 20 inches, this gives go
feet for the length of the nave and 50 feet for the width. The
latter is approximately correct. There is a tradition in the
parish that the chancel was once considerably longer.

The nave is .separated from theside aisles by graceful
columns with plain, circular capitals and filleted arches. On
removing the whitewash in one of the last century restorations
these capitals were found to be decorated in blue, red and gold.
At thev point of intersection of the arches there is beautiful
leaffwork, underneath being a quaint grotesque face. On the
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‘north side of the south aisle, at the intersection of the arches,
there is also a row of stone corbels which carried the principal
members of the original roof of that aisle. All the present
roofs are of late date. That of the middle aisle is carried upon
carved stone corbels, among them being kings, queens bishops,
noblemen and a priest.

The corbels of the south aisle are plain on one side, and on
the south side poor. One of them is Early English, but the
others are poor and of plaster. Unfortunately the levels of
the church have been altered during the numerous restora-
tions. Whereas up to the middle of the last century the.
chancel was separated from the nave by a flight of three steps,
there is now only a difference of one, due to the floor of the
main part of the building having been raised. On the south
'side of the choir there is an arched recess, discovered some
years ago. The lower stone had disappeared. It is probably
either a piscina or an aumbry.

The east end is blocked by a beautifully carved classical
reredos, erected by the vestry.
The following is the vestry minutes, March 26th, 1697 :—
“ At a vestry held in ye parish church of St. Peters it was
agreed and ordered yt an altar peice should be erected agree-
ably to a model or draught then produced, and yt ye church-
wardens should enter into articles for ye finishing of ye same
accordingly.  Hugh Waterman, Rector, George Arthur,
James Haynes, churchwardens” £8o was paid a Mr. John
Mitchell, of London, towards the cost. The altar-piece was
finished by September 18th, on which day there is the
following entry :—
Paid Mr. Mitchell Being soe much Due to Him
from Mr. George Arthur contract on ye Alter
peace .. .. .. +s e v . . .. £060.00.00.
© Asillustrating the customs of the times when business was
being transacted, there are the following payments :-——
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Ffeb. sth. To money paid att § seaverall times
about yealter .. .. .. .. .. 00.IL0b.
[Doubtless on drink.]
Aug. 31st.  Att ye Maremaid when made ye agree-
ment with Mr. Mitchell for ye upper
pewing e e e e 00.03.06.
Sept. 4th. Paid Mr. Mitchell men.to drinke
1oth. Paid at Mr. Blowing’s with Mitchell ..  00.02.00.
18th. Paid Mr. Mitchell men to drink .. 00.0I.00.
Oct. gth. Do. .. 00.00.06.
Nov. 3rd. Atye Bull treating Mitchell .. .. 00.02.02.
and many others.

When it was erected the rails formed a square enclosure,
such as is still the case at St. Mary-le-port. At the last resto-
ration the outline of the east window was discovered without
its tracery, and the upper portion is to be seen behind the
reredos. At the same time the ancient doorway from the
vestry to the sanctuary was found, the sides of the chancel
having been covered with oak panelling. The ceiling of the
chancel is of ornamental plaster work, not unlike that in the
canopy of the Aldworth tomb, and is I think of that date.

The south aisle is large and well proportioned. At the east
end there is a chapel now encumbered by the large Aldworth
and Newton tombs. Hidden away in the plaster of the east.
wall are the remains of demolished tabernacles, and behind
the Newton tomb there is a fine piscina with a square drain.
The north aisle presents great difficulties, inasmuch as, while
it is the same length as the south, it is but little more than
half its breadth, and it differs from it in the treatment of the
windows. Those on the south are large and well designed,
and form an arcade similar to those in the other Bristol
churches. Those on the north, however, are debased and.
poor. They are not all the same, however, and I believe that
the one behind the organ, the four-light square-headed one
in the vestry and the small two-light one above it are original
or faithful reproductions. With these exceptions none of
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the north windows are original, and 1 do not think that
‘there were ever any on this side. The suggestion made by
Price, and frequently repeated, that the aisle was rebuilt
Pprobably in 1749, being narrowed for street improvements,
is attractive but incorrect, as a very cursory examination
will prove. Over the north door on the inside there is an
undenijably ancient stone sailing course, and the bases of the
shafts to the arches of the panels are old work, and are
identical with the other old bases in the church. They are
easily distinguished from the bases of the columns rebuilt in
1795. Behind the organ also is a Perpendicular altar-tomb.
And lastly, adjacent to this, there is a turret with a stairway
inside which has been walled up since the end of the seventeenth
<century. The date of the walling up was shown by some ancient
tobacco pipes found on this staircase when it was opened a
few years ago.. It is not conceivable that in rebuilding a wall
for street improvementé that any of these features, particularly
‘the last, which appears to have led to the rood screen, would
have been rebuilt for no reason at all and then walled up.
There is no reason to assume that the north aisle has ever been
wider than at present, for the width of the south aisle is no
-doubt due to the need of further accommodation and the
space afforded by the churchyard for building. The south
aisle of the ancient church of St. Thomas the Martyr was also
very narrow.! This north aisle seems to have been associated
with the guilds of the church, and even now presents a different
appearance to the rest of the church. According to Parker, the
word vestibulum in medi@val Latin means vestry, and there
is no reason to believe that the vestibule spoken of in the
1408 deed is other than the one situated at the east end of the
aisle. A glance at the plan shows distinct signs of some
building having been at its west end, of which there are still
traces. High up on the wall plate on the north side of the
tower within the church are the remains of a stone course that
carried the roof opposite to the low stone sailing course on the

1 Transactions, xxvii, 343.
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other wall, showing that possibly the building had a lean-to
roof. Also just behind the western arch of the north aisle on
its eastern side there is an old stone corbel which at some
time must have supported some structure.

The earliest account books give payments for rent of
houses abutting on the church. Thus in 1657 Mr. Merrick
paid a year’s rent for his house at the. church end, William
Alderson 13s. 4d. for one adjoining the church, which a later
entry says was over the church porch, and both these were
fairly substantial dwellings, as the little house at the chancel
end only produced 2s. a year rent. There were other small
shops and sheds at the north side of the church at varying
rentals.

At the east end of the north aisle is a room used as a vestry,
and hidden away behind the organ is an ancient Perpendicular
doorway which gave access to it. In addition there was a
door which led to the sanctuary, but it has long been closed
up. Over the vestry was an ancient room called the
“ Treasury,” which has unfortunately been destroyed to
make the vestry ceiling higher, and above it there still remains
a third room, which is, however, no longer accessible. Entrance
to the Treasury was effected by a staircase, and the outlines
of the door are still to be seen on the plaster. On examining
the exterior, it will be seen that the roof of the north aisle was
once considerably lower. The old row of coping stones can
still be distinguished in the wall, above them being a course of
stones and then an irregular course of brick, the whole sur-
mounted by a classical coping.'

The present church is mentioned in the will of William
Poyntz, 1395, who wished to be buried in the chapel of the
Blessed Mary before the image of St. George. Barrett,
followed by others, asserted that the chapel at the east end
of the south aisle is the one dedicated to the honour of the
Blessed Mary of Belhouse. There is reason, however,
to believe that this was not the situation of the chapel, though

19
Vor. XXXIL
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it is more than possible that it was the site of the older Lady
Chapel in which Poyntz wished to be buried, and this is sup-
ported by the fact that in 1550 there were two altars to the
Blessed Virgin in the church. !

In the fifteenth century the church was in the height of its
prosperity, much of which was due to the interest taken in it
for more than one hundred years by the pious and generous
family of the Nortons, who lived in the mansion now known
as St. Peter’s Hospital ; and although we have not to do with
the history of the Norton mansion, it is of interest? to note
that on June gth, 1435, Walter Norton, who had been left the
western portion of the house by his father, Thomas Norton,
approached the vestry for permission to lease a portion of the
churchyard, as he had not sufficient of his own land to make
an entrance to his house without trespassing on the property of
his brother, who owned the other moiety. The parishioners
in consequence handed over to him an almost triangular piece
of land, 2z feet royal 5} inches by 10 feet royal 3} inches by
4 feet royal 7% inches, for the annual rent of 14 silver pence.
The deed mentions one point of interest in that there was a
lane called ‘“ St. Edewellane ”’ (Edith’s Well Lane) which was
on the west of the western portion of the mansion.

On the inner side of the north-east pier of the tower there
is a brass to Master Robert Lond, chaplain, who died February
22nd, 1461. This brass has already been described in our
Transactions, but since the paper was published further infor-
mation has come to light. Though Barrett puts him down as
rector in 1440, there is little doubt but that thisis not the case,
as in that year in a deed? he is styled chaplain, and Thomas
Stevenys rector. To this deed, among the other seals, is
appended his. It consists of a monogram “R,” possibly
“R.L.,” combined with a fleur-de-lys. In the calendar of the
Patent Rolls, May 26th, 1430, there is the following entry :—
“ License by advice of the council and for zos. paid into the
Hanaper for Robert Londe of Bristol to dwell in England for

1 Fox MSS,, Ixxxij. 2 Tyson copies, p. 234. 3 Fox MSS., xxiv..
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the rest of his life notwithstanding the proclamation made
in the last parliament.” There is no doubt, from a careful
examination of the deeds in which his name occurs, that he
was called “Lond ” and not ““ Loud.”

Between the Newton tomb and the west wall is a stone
cadaver, which has been carefully described by Miss Roper
in the “ Effigies of Bristol.”” Thanks to the Savage MSS.
book, this effigy has been identified by the following entry :—
‘“ Near to Alderman Aldworth’s monument likewise is a stone
borne up by severall small pillasters about 2o inches from the
ground on which was sometime an epitath but now worn out
w age, under ye stone lyes the skeleton of a man on his back
and on one of the pillastres is cut this coat viz Argent a bend
sable charged w™ three Escalops of the first between two
lyons rampant of the second langued and armed gules, this
is the coat of Norton some times living in the Great house
behind this Church and since that at Abbots Leigh two miles
of where the female heirs about two ages since conveyed the
inheritance to another Norton of Shropshire, who bear Or two
barres gules on a chief azure an inescutcheon argent and of
this family was the worthy Sir George Norton late of Abbots
Leigh.”

This settles the fact that the monument is that of one of
the Nortons, and probably one of the earlier of them; and
Barrett mentions that there was in the nave a brass to another
of the family, Andrew Norton, who died September 1st, 1527,
and his wives, Elizabeth and Helen. This has disappeared.

Beyond a bequest of two shops in Wine Street for the glory
of God and benéfit of the church, and for keeping his anni-
versary, made by Thomas Stephens, goldsmith, in 1483, we
hear nothing until the close of the fifteenth century, which
witnessed the birth of a guild connected with the church, the
Fraternity of the Blessed Mary of Belhouse.

The Altar of the Holy Cross has been mentioned in several
benefactions, and also in connection with the vestibule, about
which difficulties arose in 1408. This altar appears to have
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been connected with a Guild or Fraternity of the Holy Cross
which existed in this church, and which is mentioned in one
of the All Saints’ documents, the will of Robert Gerneuyle,
to which Dr. Cuthbert Atchley kindly drew my attention.

This is dated 1346, and in it the testator, who was brother
of the then rector, Richard Girnville, left to the Fraternity of
the Holy Cross of the Church of St. Peter 6s. 8d., that his
anniversary might be held annually just as the rest of the
brethren. Though this is only the reference to this guild
that T have met, it is not unlikely that the old Guild of
the Holy Cross was merged into the new Fraternity of St. Mary,
possibly on account of the more important fraternity of the
Brethren of the Holy Cross of St. Nicholas.

The Fraternity of St. Mary of Belhouse seems to have
tapidly become popular. A chapel to the honour of Our Lady
.0f Belhouse was constructed at the close of the seventeenth -
century, and it seems probable it was situated at the west
end of the north aisle. In this position it would be close to
the belfry, and there is still remaining the shrine of beautiful
late Perpendicular work, much richer in character than
anything else in the church.

This tabernacle was discovered accidentally by Mr. Thomas
Short when some repairs were being done to the church in
1845, and a full account is given in the Times and Mirror of
July 23rd of that year. The shrine appears to have been
covered with a layer of plaster, upon which was the following
black letter inscription, almost obliterated by coats of lime
wash :(—

age of wod u is mad wut
s : ue bothe gt & he y m
Sapiens ¢ xiiii
A quotation from the fourteenth chapter of the BookTof

Wisdom, ““ Cursed is the ymage of wod y* is made with liddes
vee both it & he y* made it.”"

1 Coverdale’s translation, 1535. (Wisdom, xiv, 8.)
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The tabernacle when first discovered was decorated
in rich red, blue and gold but its present colouring is
far removed from the original. When discovered no sign
of the statue was to be found, and the inscription points to
the probability that the ﬁgure was of wood, as was not in-
frequently the case.

That this was the site of the chapel is supposted by the
following evidence.

In the will of Maud Esterfeld, dated July z1st, 1491, it
states that she desires to be buried ‘juxta capellam beatx
Mariz de Belhouse ”’ of St. Peter’s, to the use of which chapel
she bequeathed her wedding ring. Now in Savage’s MSS.
there is the following entry: ‘‘ Taken July 26th, 1669, on a
marble stone neare the entrance on the north side of the
church is foure pictures in brass, one of a man, and three of
a woman, and under them in a plate of brass is written—

“““Sub hoc marmore tumlatum est corpus clarissimi viri
Johis Esterfield hujus oppidi mercatoris et ejusdem bis majoris
& aldermanni una cum corporibus Alicie Scolastice et
Matildis uxorum ejusdem Johis quiquidem Johannis obiit
18° die Mensis Februarii A Dni 1507 Quorum animabus
propitietur Deus. Amen.’

“ Underneath are ye pictures in brass of four sonnes and
eight daughters.”

This brass is mentioned by Barrett, though it had then
disappeared, as having been by the entrance to the church,
which was then situated as now. From this it may fairly be
concluded that the site of the chapel was at the western end
of the north aisle, and a glance at the plan will show its position
was probably a little inside the arch leading to the north aisle.

One of the earliest references to the chapel ! is in 1498, in a
gift made by William Wage, otherwise Spicer, which has been
noted by Barrett. It appears that William Spenser, John
Powke, William Lumberd, feoffees of the lands of the Fraternity
of the Holy Cross in St. Nicholas, gave a lease for eighty-one

1 Fox MSS., xxxiii.
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years to William Spicer of a garden in Merchant Street for an
annual rental to the Brethren of the Holy Cross of sixteen
pence, and to the Fraternity of St. John of twelve pence. He
let this to a certain William Brown for the term with power to
construct a house, but the next year * he re-entered the property
by paying forty shillings, and then, April 3rd, 1501, handed it
over to the representatives of the Fraternity of the Blessed
Mary of Belhouse, who were to hold the property subject to
the charges upon it for the support of the chapel for the
remainder of term. The names of these trustees were Andrew
Norton, Ambrose Codryngton, John Juttour, Richard Birken,
William Davy, John Davy, Thomas Grene, and Matthew Cotyn-
ton. 2 Of these trustees, two, John Davys, baker, and Matthew
Cotynton, figure in the will of Joan Jons, widow of John Jons,
brewer, dated August 13th, 1501, who left to the high altar
of the church three shillings and fourpence and a linen cloth,
and to the Chapel of the Blessed Mary the same sum,

The next year saw an important legacy by Matthew
Cachemay, of St. Briavels, whose will is dated December zoth,
1502, and has been fully transcribed (though the testator’s
name is wrongly printed) by Mr. John Taylor in Bristol Past
and Present, but as-it is of interest to our present subject,
I am venturing to quote the original deeds fairly fully. After
certain legacies to the church at St. Briavels and relatives, he
bequeaths toward the honour of ““our blessed Lady the
Vergen and unto the sustentacion of a chapplen in the chapell
of oure lady of the bellechowse . . . to pray for the sowlis
of the brothyrs and sisters of the fraternite of the seyd chappell
late begoune in the forseyd chyrche of seynt peter, to Matthew
Cottynton and to John Baker, brothyrs of the seyd con-
fraternity, all my landes and tenementes, &. . . . and
sustentacyon of a lawful chapplen the whiche shal contynnually
be bounde to pray for the sowles of John Longford, Matthew
Cachemay, Matthew Bocke, William Mertoun, William

1 Fox MSS., extra MSS., No. xxi.
2 Fox MSS., extra Doc., No. xxii. 3 Fox MSS.,, Ixvi,
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Robertes, William Phillippe, and in the fest of Seint Stephyn
merter the seyd feoffees and ther successors shal keep a
solempne obbite . . . paying therefore to ye person or
hys depute vj® to be present at dirige and masse and to iij
prestes every of them for derige and masse iiij* to the dekyn
of the cherche ij%, to iiij chylders iiij%, for ij tapers on the
herse iiij® and in the seyd day to distribute xij’ in bredde
to ye presoners at Newgate.”

Cachemay evidently died shortly afterwards, as his
executors, Roger and Thos. Brayn, handed over the property
by deed* on July 27th, 1503, to Matthew Cottynton and John
Baker the trustees mentioned in the will, and members of the
Brotherhood of the Virgin. An abstract of the history of this
bequest is in a paper belonging to the vestry. It states that
the property of Mathewe Cachmay, of St. Briavels, was left to
Mathewe Cottington and John Baker, and was late of John
Longford, bailiff, to fulfill his will. On Cottynton’s death the
survivor, John Baker, verbally confirmed it to John Griffith,
who made it over to St. Peter’s trustees on March 1st, 1521.

As the names are frequently met with in documents
referring to the church, their names may be useful: Wm,
Father (rector), Andree Norton, Richard Norton, Thomas
Norton, George Norton, Ric. Birky, Nich. Wudhouse, Thomas
Green, David Jonys, John Ilkyns, Ralph Jarrett, Robert
Warley, Thom. Belyngham, Johan Baron, John Jardeyn,
Thomas Yatman, Henry Soper and Peter Coper.

Further, John Griffith enfeoffed the trustees with a house
in Merchant Street that had belonged to John Sowle, of
London, Whittawer, son and heir of John Sowle, of Bristowe,
tanner, which house was handed over to him on St. Michael’s
Eve, 1487, bv John Lyndesey, Deane of the Colledge of the
Holly Trynitie, of Westbury-upon-Trym.

In 1507 John Esterfeld, ! the husband of Maud, died, and
in his will stated that he wished to be buried in the Holy
Oratory of our Blessed Lady of Belhowsse, to which he left his

1 Fox MSS., Ixvii and xcv. ? Wadley, p. 177.
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best masse book, his chalice of silver and gilt, and his cruettes
silver.

In Mr. Fox’s! collection there is a transcript endorsed
“ Esterfeld’s Will,” evidently an ancient copy of a will
of another member of the family, probably made for the
vestry. In this document he directs “ the maister and
his successors to cause a dirige to be sung annually by note
in this chapel either by the parson or his deputy,” and he
mentions the sums to be paid for such service. Further he
goes on to say that they are to “ fynd of a lampe to bren
continually afore ye ymage of our Lady, and to provide
2 shillings and 2 pence for alms at this dirige and mass, and
4 shillings for the soul of the said John Esterfeld, and for a
lampe for ever continually brennyng in ye said chapell of ye
forsaid almes house y*® is to say from he houre of vj afternoon
in the vigill of Alhalowes unto ye hour of 8th. then next
insuyng, and so from thensforthe nightly unto Saint
Valentyne’s day,” etc.

From these wills it is evident that the fraternity was one
of those numerous religious guilds which were attached to
our parish churches throughout the country, and which played
so important a part in the social welfare of the people. 1t
has been thought from its name that it had something to do
with bells, and that it was something akin to St. Stephen’s
ringers. Whether this be so is a pure conjecture. Itisevident
that it was a mixed guild of men and women, and that in
addition to the holding of religious services and obits, it
directed its attention to the relief of the poor, the maintenance
of an almshouse, and probably the education of the parish
children, as was so frequently the case with such bodies.
There was a school existing in the parish in 1513, as is shown
by the endorsement on a deed? in which Thomas Norton
granted to William Fathyr, the rector, and the parishioners,
many of whom were brethren of the fraternity in 1501, certain

"1 Fox MSS., Ixviii. 2 Ibid., xxxv.
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properties in Mary-le-port Street—‘‘ the Almshouse and y*
which was the Scoolehouse.” ’

In addition to the above gifts to the chapel and fraternity’
there was a chantry, founded by John Williams, which was
called “ Williams >’ service. An account of the history of this
chantry is among the chantry certificates printed by Sir John
Maclean. It appears that the founder gave an annual pension
out of his lands and tenements for a priest to sing at the altar
of our Ladie of Belhouse, where his obitte was to be annually
kept. The yearly value of the lands, etc., of the chantry
were f45 8s. od., the number of ounces of plate, 8 oz,
33s. iiijd., and ornaments to the same, valued at 65 shillings.
The certificate also states that the ‘‘ houselynge ” people in
the parish were 400. The property of the chantry continued
to increase, for in 1525 the then feoffees were possessed of a
garden in St. Philip’s parish, which they let to Petur Cowper
and Julyan his wife.?

This deed is of unusual interest, as attached to it is the
seal of the church, the only impression known.,

It bears the inscription, “ Sigillum ecclie Paroc Petri
Bristollie,” and represents St. Peter with the keys bearing a
large church.

In 1532 Thomas Janys gave the feoffees a tenement in
Narrow Wine Street, and in a deed of 15332 Richard Pole
Corresour and William Adnethes, brewer, are mentioned as
churchwardens of the chapel and as leasing a garden close to
Brightbow, in which at the time of sealing the document there
were ‘standyng xliiij elmes, whereof there is xx of them
toppyd.”

It appears from the chantry certificate already quoted that
some difficulty had arisen with regard to the bequest of John
Williams, as his heirs, seeing the trend of legislation, raised
difficulties over his will, and declined to carry out its pro-
visions. Legal proceedings followed, which resulted in the
rector and churchwardens obtaining a judgment in their

1 Fox MSS., extra doc., xxiij. 2 Fox MSS., xlii.
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favour from Lord Awdeley, the Lord Chancellor, on November
24th, 1542. The rector at that time was Sir John Pyll, and it
was he and one of the wardens, a certain Peter Cowper, tailor,
who went to London on the matter. Their note of expenses*
is still in existence, and is interesting as a record of travelling
in those days.

The following will serve as a sample of the document :—

Goyg to London.
Tewsdaye (the day they set off)

Fyrstour horse hyre .. .. .. .. .. xiijs.iiijd.
Item for horse bred I 1 ¢
Item for our breckfast .. .. .. .. .. viijd
Item for our dyner at Cheppnam .o .. viljd.
Item our horrese meate B VL { o
Item at supper e e .. ..viijd
Item the same nyght for horse meat .. .. viijd.

The next day they reached Newbury, but on Thursday a
saddle broke, and had to be repaired at a cost of iiijd. They
dined at Colbroke and supped at London. Here they spent
a clear fortnight, and returned home, ariiving either on
Sunday night or Monday morning. The legal charges are-
interesting :—

For the New decre wrytyng and wrytyng of

the injuncion and sealyng of the same .. xviijs vjd.
Item for wrytyng of owr supplicacon .. .. iiijs.
Item to Mr. Gaude for councell and to exhybet

our mater to my lorde chanceller .. .. \viijs iiijd.

To the document this quaint memorandum is attached :—
“That ther was delyver unto Sir John Pyll & Petre
Cowper owt of the coffer of Saynt Petres Church vli xijd.
toward the seut= of John Whit [he was the holder of the pro-
perty] in the presens of Thomas Joachim and Nicholas
Wodhouse, proctors, and Mr. Adams, Thomas Dole, and

1 Fox MSS., cv
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John Jurdaye, being then presens the xviij daye of Novembre,
I546.”

In addition to the chantry certificate, a very great amount
of information regarding this chantry is contained in a volume
relating to the city of Bristol at the Augmentation Office.

This gives not only the sites of the various pieces of pro-
perty, but the rental and the date of the foundation, together
with full particulars of the feoffment deed.

AUGMENTATION OFFICE MISCELLANEOUS BOOK.

Vol. 67, f. 561.
Civitas Bristoll.

Servicium sive Cantaria vocatum Possessiones et heredita-
Williams Service infra Ecclesiam menta omnia dicto
Sancti Petri ibidem. servicio pertinentiasive

spectantia.

Firma diversorum mesuagiorum seu

Burgagiorum scituatorum jacentium et

existentium in Le Olde Market place in

fra parochiam Sancti Philippi Bristollie

Scilicet unius mesuagii cum pertinentiis.

Ibidem scituati in tenura Johannis Copye.

viijs. unius mesuagii cum pertin-

entiis scituati ibidem in tenura Johannis

Gregory vjs viijd unius mesuagii

cum pertinentiis ibidem in tenura

Rogeri Alexander vjs viiid unius _
Servicum |} viz. in Mesuagii cum pertinentiis ibidem in
predictum } xlvs viijd Inde

tenura Johannis White vijs viijd unius

mesuagii cum pertinentiis ibidem in

tenura Johannis Williams (?) vjs viijd

unius gardini cum pertinentiis ibidem

existentis in tenura Johannis Pill

v]s viijd unius alii gardini ibidem

in tenura Johannis Tiler xx.d. ac eciam
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unius alii gardini ibidem modo in

tenura Jacobi Browne vjs viijd Que

omnes Summe in unum collecte att

ingunt in toto per annum,

Reprisa.

Memorandum that the said seruice or chauntrey was founded
by one John Williams who graunted and gave one yearly
pencion of viijli to be yearly paid owte of all hes Landes and.
tenementes which he then had w'in the Citie of Bristoll and
countie of the same of all which he enfeffed one John Audelye
and other by his dede Tripartite endented to the vses and
Intentes as in an Indenture thereunto annexed declared and
specified wherein he declared that the said Audelye and his.
cofeffees and ther heires and assignes aifter his decease shold
stande seased to these of diverse persons ther declared upon
condicion that the persons to whos uses the said Feoffes were
and shold be Seased and all other persons that shold have
use and Interest in the said Landes and tenements shold
vearlie contente and paye viiili in the yeare for ever to
the Wardens or proctoures of tha foresaid parish Church
of Saincte Peter for ever for that purpose and entente that the
said Churchewardens and other of the said parishe for the time
being after the deth of the said Williams sholde w'in one monethe
nominate and provide one honest priest to singe and celebrate for
ever at thalter of O Ladye Belhowse w'in the foresaid Churche
of Saincte Peter for the Soull of the said Williams Johane his
[word omitted] and for all-Christian Soull for ever and that
also the said Churchewardens sholde yearly kepe one obiet in
the said Churche for the said founder for ever and to distribute-
at the same obeit besides diverse somes of money to be paid
to priestes, clarkes, and soche other unto the pore people of
the same parishe in brede iijs. viijd. as by the aforesaid.
indenture doth more at large apier. The dates of both w"
indentures and Dede Tripartite aforesaid ben the xiiij*" daye of
Aprell in the xxjth. year of the Reigne of o' Iate Soueraigne:
Lorde Kinge Henrie theight. Sithens the deth of the said.



St. PETER’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 285

John Williams varyaunce growed betwene his heirs and the
said churchewardens for paym® of the said pencion of viiili.
whereuppon after sute therin had in the Kinges Courte of
‘Chuancery before the late Lord Audeley then lorde Chan-
«cellour of England, it was fully decreed and ordered by thassent
.of the parties that the said churchewardens and their suc-
«cessors shold have paid unto them the somme of vj li. by yeare
.owte of the said Landes for ever as by the same decre and
-order dated the xxiiij day of Novembre in the xxxijth. yeare
-of 0" late souveraigne Lordes Reigne more playnlye appereth.
Sithens whiche tyme viz., sinse thauctoritie was given by acte
-of parliamente to the kinges Maiestie to assume and take into
‘his handes all soche chaunteryes one John White owner of the
:abovesaid possessions owte whereof the said pencion of vili
-sholde be paid hathe and dothe the same detaine and w'holde
and will pay no parte thereof nevertheles the said church-
‘wardens howe ever sence paid the priest his wages or salarye
.of ther own purses or charges, so that both the revenues of the
.aforesaid Landes whiche was given by one Mathewe Catchmaye
towardes the maintenance of a priest in the said service and
also the said annuall pencion of vjli have been whollye con-
verted and employed to thententes purposes and uses as
before it is declared till Easter last past.

p Humffrum viton depnt.
,»» Supris ibidem.

From this it would appear that this chantry was founded
very late in Henry VIII’s reign. What happened at St.
Peter’s was happening all over the country. Founders were
everywhere taking surrenders to reclaim property given for
pious purposes by their ancestors, and in consequence in 1545
an Act for the dissolution of chantries, hospitals and free
.chapels was passed in the Parliament that year, and this was
the beginning of what Canon Jessopp has termed the great
‘pillage which was destined to revolutionise the parochial and
social life of our country.

s id
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Among Mr. Fox’s documents are three inventories of the
property of this chantry, of which the following is one :—*

This inventory indented, made the 15th. day of Aprill in
the xxxvii yere of the reign of oure soverign lord King Henry
the eight, Betwene the reverent father in God Paulle Buysshop
of Bristow, John Carrill Esquier, Richard Pate and Edward
Gastwike, gentleman, commissioners of our said sovereign
lord the king consernung Chauntries, Hospitalles, Coleges, &c.,
of the one partie and Cristofer Joachym, Thomas Jeochym,
Churchewardens of the Parishe Churche of Saint Petrs, in
Saint Mary Porte ward, within the citye of Bristow, of thother
parte, witnessethe that thes parcelles hereafter mencioned be
all the Juelles, plate, ornamentes, goodes, and catalles, merely
apperteyning to the service of John Williams, within the said
churche, of all which parcelles we the said commissioners have
gyven‘charge to the said Churchwardens safely to kepe the
same from tyme to tyme untyll the kinges majesties pleasure
be further knowen them as they wyll answere to oure sovereign
Lord the Kinge at there uttermost perille.

Firste
s d

A chalice weying viij ounces di at iiijs ij the | XXX iX.

ownce amuntethe .. .. .. .. .. .. \Viiij
Itemone payre of vestymentes of satten of

Bridges coler grene pryseid att .. .. XXS.
Item one payre vestimentes of wursted coler

blacke .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. XXs.
Item iij alter cloothis O S T8
Item a frunte of right white satten with acrucy- s d

fix embroodyrd upon hym .. .. .. .. xiii. iiij.
Item a masse book printed ce ee e .. His.
Item ij brasse candestyckes .. .. .. .. lis.
Item a paxe of iverye e .. ... viijd.
‘Item ij cruettes of tyn and a sacring bell .. xijd.
Summa totalie .. .. .. .. .. .. (iiijli. xixs. ixd.

1 Fox MSS., Ixxiii.
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Document LXXYV in addition has the following note in the
margin respecting the chalice :—

“ Whych chalyce was delyveryd into the Kynges Mynte to.
Sir Wylliam Shereyngton by Nicholas Woodhowse, Peres
Cowper, and Sir John Pylle,” and the date. There is a further
endorsement : ‘“Memorandum paid for a paire of crewettes and
a bell whyche cowyd not be found at the delyveryn of the
chauntry stuf r2d.” This Sir William Sharington had a
notorious career, and wasone of the band of thieves who fattened
on the fruits of the robbery of the parish churches at the time.
He was appointed Vice-Treasurer of the mint at Bristol by
Henry VIII, and at the beginning of Edward VI's reign he
was accused of embezzlement and debasing the coinage. He
was a creature of Seymour, but succeeded in throwing the
odium on him and so secured his own acquittal.

The destruction of the chantries and the confiscation of
their property was the prelude to further spoliation. On
November 16th, 1538, an injunction was issued that, wherever
they induced pilgrimages or offerings, statues had to be taken
down and lights no longer burned before them. On the
accession of Edward VI the iconoclastic feeling increased, and
on January 25th, 1550, an Act was passed ordering all images
yet remaining in churches, except monumental images of any
king, prince, nobleman, or other dead person which hath not
been commonly reputed or taken for a saint, to be destroyed.
Reference to these proceedings is made in two inventories in
the possession of Mr. Francis Fox,! which Dr. Cuthbert
Atchley has accurately transcribed and printed with valuable
notes in the All Saints' Magazine.

The inventories are as follows :— '

A remembrans to Mr. Adams of suche thinges that is in the
vestre within saynt peters churche Now in my remembrans—

ffyrst the gret clothe that did hange before the hye Auter

Mr. Joachim haue hym. .

1 Fox MSS., No. Ixxxii, Ixxx.
‘2 Al Saints’, Clifton, Magazine, Nov., 1900, pp. 200-206.
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Jtem clothe of the rode is with pers tailor.

Jtem the clothe that was drauen in lent in the quere.

Jtem ij olde copes on of blew wusterd and the other of yelow
sylke.

Jtem the cope of Red velvet inbrodred which parson father
did gyue.

Jtem a payer of grene vestymentes of byrge saten.

Jtem a payer of crymsone saten inbroded.

Jtem a payer of cloth of tyssew imbrodred.

Jtem a payer of blew wusterd vestymentes.

Jtem a payer of whit fustyan withowt ony imbrodryng for
lent. :

Jtem a payer of whit of fustyan with a crosse inbrodred.

Jtem ij surples for the parson.

Jtem v surplesses for clerkes.

Jtem the beame and bollis* of brasse of owr ladis chappell
with the chaynes of laten.

Jtem ij gret standartes of brasse.

Jtem the oyle fatte of Tynne.

Jtem the lanterne for visitation with the clerke.

Jtem ij trestels for the herse which the clerke haue in his
howse and the lanterne also.

Jtem to euery auter ther must be ij frontes and front
clothes the hye auter the rode auter saynt kateryns
and owr ladys of pyte.

Jtem ther must be to euery auter that was in the church ij
clothes of the passyon besyde all other clothes that dyd
couere tlie ymages in the lent.

Jtem ther is the old pykes and ij clothes for hym.

Jtem ther is a corporas or twayne with cases.
ladys auter of the chappell and the hye auter.

Jtem ther is all the peowtre bollys of the rode.

Jtem ther is the palle with the peters keyes.

1 Bowls. The brass bowls on the rood-beam in which the rood-
ldights burned. (2)

e = - - - VA O U
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Ther is the great Antifonall boke for the parson.

Jtem ther is ij antifonals for the other syde of the quere.

Jtem ther is ij grayles.

Jtem iiij masses-bokes for the hye auter of prynt ij badde
and one good.

Jtem ther is a masse boke couerred with red lether wryten

and a klappis of coper gylted which was in the tresor
house.

Jtem a olde legend boke.

Jtem iiij old bokes.

Jtem iij ymnalls.

Jtem vj processynalls.

Jtem on boke lyke a quere of parchement of the story of

the transfyguration.

Jtem ij broken bokes prynted of the visitation.

Jtem a old masse boke of wryten hande.

Sir vf did covenant with your prest for certayne wages to
kepe your cure he maye not take vpp ony proffettes ther
belongyn to the Churche now becawse of the sequestracion
for euery peny that he hathe take must be rekened in his
wages except he promysed hym wages with the avantage of
the church which J thynk ye did not.
 He hathe receuyd iiij or v pens for purifications.

He haue receuyd viijd for weddings money which no curat

hathe besides his wagés.

Also per tailor receuyd on cristmas Daye iijs viijd. ob.

Jtem iiij crisomes. '

on of Richard Pyttes wyf
on of Rendals wif

one of sopers dowghter.

on of Richard ap owen wyf.

Thynventorye made the xjth. day of August in the vjth
yere of the Raigne of our Soueraigne lord kynge Edward the
vjth, 1552, Aswell of all Suche goodes as hathe byne Sowld of
the paryshe of Sancti peters within the Cytye of bristow to thuse
and maynteynaunce of the same churche Sense the begynnynge

20

iiijd.

Vor. XXXII.
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of the kynges maiestyeys Raign that now ys Asof Suche goodes
as ys Remaynyng in the seyd churche of Sancti peter at this
present day of the makyng hereof.

ffyrst Sowld in the ij° yere of the Raigm of the kynges
majestie that now ys by peter Cowper and Roger Walker then
proctors of the seyde church of syluer plate whych they sowld
Summa of money the seyde proctors payed for the defassyng
And pullyng downe of Jmages in the seyd church, and for
fiyllyng and makyng vp the tabernacles wher the Jmages
Stood and for whytlymyng payntyng and paving of the same
church and makyng Skaffolds and other necessaryes As yt
dothe appere by theyre Accompte xxiijli vis. viijd.?

Also there was delyueryd by Roger walker and Thomas
dole then prooctors of the same church the ij day of Awgust
in the iij* yere of the Raigm of our seyd Soueraign lord to
Robert Record comptroler of the kynges maiestye mynt of
Bristow of gylt Syluer—xvij poundes weyght and iij ounces.

Also in the iiij"* yere of the Raign of our seyd Soueraign
lord ther was sowld by thomas dole and Master Robert Adaums
then prooctors of the seyd churche of old vestementes and
other old stuf for the whyche they recevyd iijli. The whyche
iij poundes the seyd proctors Thomas dole and Robert Adaums
Dyd geve to pore people of that paryshe.

Also in the v*" yere of the Raign of our seyd soueraign
lord Master Robert Adaums then beinge prooctor of the
seyd church John ffawkener the other prooctor ther was made
in the Bodye of the seyde churche new pewys or seatis of the
whych pewes the chergis therof mountyd to xxxli xviis vd.
of the whyche xxxli xviis vd the churche dyd owe to the same
Robert Adaums At the makyng of hys Accompte the xxiii
day of marche in the vjth yere of the kynges maiestieys
Raign that now ys—xiiijli. ixs. viijd. ffor the whyche dette
the parysh dyd sell for to pay the seyd Robert Adaums in
the seyd vjth yere of Syluer plate xvijli. viijs. iijd.

1 These sums should beTmultiplied by about 15 to give the modern
equivalents.
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Soo the rest of the seyd xviij. viijs. iijd. Remaynyth Also
in the seyde churche ther ys Remaynyng in the seyd churche of
Sancti Peter at this present day of the makyng of this present .
Jnventory (1552) two chalysse of syluer Duble gylt wayinge
x| ounces.

Item a Sewte of vestementes of purple velvett, braynchyd
with okey leves with a coope of the same with iij
buttons of syluer.

Item oon Sewte of vestementes of veluett blewe braynchyd
with a coope of ye same.

Ttem a chysabyll with deacon and Subdeacon of red
veluett branchyd.

Item a chysabyll of clothe of tyssew with a albe.

Item a chysabyll of blake satten with a backe of clothe of
Tuyssew.

Item a chysabyll of whyt satten.

Item (v) Belles with a small bell Cawled a morow masse
bell, and another lytle bell Caulyd a sanctus bell.

Item iij corpores caces and iij corpores clothys.

Item A payre of Organs.

These goods were doubtless seized by the Crown, the bells
and one chalice being returned to the church by the com-
missioners.

Memorandum * that the xxiiij*™ daie of Maie in the seventhe
yere of the reigne of our Soueraigne Lorde Kinge Edward the
sixt,1553, Wm. Savage and Thomas Jo{achim) proctoures of the
Churche of Saincte Peter w'in the Citie of Bristowe have by
this bill indented received of William Chester Mayor of the
same citie and other the kinge his Majesties Commissioners
there oone calis of silver all gilt weing xiiij (?) unces and
viij belles safely and surelie to be kept to the Kinge his Matics
use. In witnesse whereof as well the said Commissioners as
the said proctoures interchaungeablie to thes billes indented
have subscribed their names youen the daie and yere above

written.
Exchequer K. R., Church Goods, 2/65, f. 15.



202 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQ0Q.

These inventories give some information as to the interior
of the church. It contained beside the high altar and that
to the Holy Cross, one to St. Catherine and another to our
Lady of Pity. Those to the Holy Cross and St. Catherine
were both on the north side, the former probably in the
chapel now occupied by the organ, and there seems every
Teason to believe that the altar to our Lady of Pity occupied
the site of the ancient chapel to the Virgin, in which was an
image of St. George at the east end of the south aisle. Across
the church was a rood, the staircase to which still exists on
the north wall of the church. The treasure house spoken of
was the room over the vestry, which was called as late as the
beginning of the last century the Treasury. Among the names
mentioned in the inventory is that of Master Robert Adams.
He is the person described in a scurrilous letter, quoted by
Seyer, as “ proud addamys.” He was a man of considerable
position in the city, having occupied the mayor’s chair twice.
By trade he was a tanner, and his house was still standing on
Newgate Hill at the beginning of the nineteenth century. He
had a tanyard on the bank of the Frome, and occupied also
a garden in Marchall Street, which he leased from the vestry
in 1553.7 Behind the organ, quite hidden from view, is a
beautiful-altar tomb of late Perpendicular work. The centre
and ends of the cornice are (ccupied by angels holding shields,
and in the finely-carved spandrels of the depressed Tudor arch
are shields bearing the letters I.A. and R.A. The front of the
tomb below the slab is panelled with quatrefoils. The tomb
has been ascribed by Pryce to some member of the Aldworth
family, but this is not so. On the lease of the garden alluded to
there is an endorsement *‘ counterpart of a lease to Robert
Adams, . . . and signed with ye two initial letters of his
name R.A., which letters are upon his monument and that of
his wife Jane, being ye olde monument in ye north wall next
ye vestry door of St. Peter’s Church. - He had been twice
Mayor of Bristol in ye y* 1545 and 1548 (sic 1558).” The

1 Fox MSS,, xlv.
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tomb is also referred to in the will of Thomas Addams, tanner,
1585, who desired to be buried in the church there (St. Peter’s)
in the north side where his father had erected a tomb and lay
buried with both his wives. The same initials appeared on
the barge board and spandrels of the door of his house
demolished some years ago.

According to the Taxatio Eccles: P. Nicholas IV in 1291,
the portion that the Prior of St. James was entitled to in
St. Peter’s was eleven shillings. At the Dissolution the
advowson, which was subject to a pension of twenty
shillings,? with those of other churches belonging to St.
James was bought by Henry Brayne, merchant tailor of
London, whose successor, Sir Charles Gerrard, about 1626
disposed of it to the Corporation, from whom it was
purchased in the last century by a body of trustees.

In or about 1580 the Great House by the church was
purchased by Sir Henry Newton, of Barrs Court, and on the
south side of the south aisle chapel is the very beautiful
monument erected to a lady of his family. This monument
has been carefully described by Miss Roper, and in Savage’s
MSS. there is this description as it appeared in 1669 : ‘‘ There
lyes on ye tombe a large statue of a woman on her back,
and over her on ye inside of the Canopy is a large eseschion
with many qrings the first coat is argent on a chevron Azure,
3 garbs or being the bearing of the family of Newton sometimes
of Bars Court in the pish of Bitton in Gloucestershire,
now extinct, about 1663 by the death of Sir John Newton
Barronett, the rest of the coats on ye dexter part of the
Escochion are the qrings of that ancient family which are
impaled with qrly 1° 2 Barres and in chiefe 3 escalops the
like escalops in base, 2° three broad arrowes in pale,
the third as the second, the fourth as the first, which
shows that the gentlewoman there buried was wife to one
of that family. . . . there is no epitaph.” It is
evident the inscription now on the tomb that it was

1 Dugdale, Valor Eccles, vol, iv.
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erected to the memory of a maiden lady, an ancestor of the
family of the Newtons, of Barrs Court, is of later date and
is untrustworthy. Latimer states that on February 13th,
1655, the body of Lady Newton was brought in for interment
into St. Peter’s Church, where her stately monument still
remains; but I think that a casual examination will show that
the monument is of much earlier date, and there scems little
doubt but that Mr. Ellacombe was right in assigning the tomb
to Antholin, wife of John Newton, of Harptrce. The
monument is unfinished on the east side, where the ornament is
not so casily seen. It occupies the centre of the south wall,
while the Aldworth tomb, which was erected probably between
1630 and 1640, is not in the middle of the east wall, which would
have been its natural position had not the previously-erected
Newton tomb prevented it.

Miss Roper has also described the Aldworth tomb, which is
a fine and costly monument to the memory of Alderman
Robert Aldworth and his wife Martha. The former died on
November 6th, 1634, and the latter on May 2nd, 1619. The
northern compartment of the tomb is filled in by marble slabs
bearing an inscription relating to the Elbridge family, who were
descended from Robert Aldworth. Among the names is that
of John Elbridge, who died on February 22nd, 1738, and who
is gratefully remembered as the founder of the Bristol Royal
Infirmary. A curious fact about this portion is that it is an
addition of later date, and the return of the cornice of the old
tomb is still to be found behind.  Tlie imitation of the old work
is excellent, and there is only the curious position of the
Merchant Venturers’ Arms to lead one to suspect that the tomb
is not in every particular original. All the histories, following
Barrett’s lead, credit Aldworth with having founded the St.
Peter’s Almshouse, as well as having given a parsonage house
to the church. It appears, however, from a deed in possession
of the vestry that in the alterations to the Great House it was
necessary to interferc with the almshouse and the rectory
which had been standing for many years, and in exchange for
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these buildings Aldworth erected a new rectory in Peter Street,
and an almshouse close by. He left various benefactions to
the parish.

On May 31st, 1634, Archbishop Laud held a visitation of
the churches of the diocese. Unfortunately the returns of
the local churches no longer exist, but his citation to the rector
and churchwardens of St. Peter’s still remains. !

CITATION TO APPEAR AT N
ARrcHBISHOP LAUD’s VISITATION.

‘“ Memorandum that the parsons, vicars, curates,
impropriators, farmers and tenants, parish clearkes and
schoolmasters, phisitions, barber surgions, and midwives,
together with the churchwardens and sidemen of the sayd
parrish are to appeare before the most Reverend father in
God William Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, his grace or his
Vicar generall or other his commissaries at his visitation to be
holden in Bristol in the 31st. day of Maye next anno Domini
1634, and on the second daye of June next followinge in. the
parish church of Saint Nicholas betwen the howers of nine and
twelfe of the clock in the fore noones and exhibite there
institutions, letters of orders, licences, and other ther titles
and dispensations, and to pay ther procurations due to the
sayd Lord Archbishop and all shuch as have wills to prove
or adminestrations to take forth are to appeare at the same
times and places aforesayd.

per me Henry Wheataker apariter.

St. Peter’s. Mr. Robert Prichard Rector.
Richard Culham

!
Josias Clutterbucke. | Churchwardens.
John Rowsell ]

John Bath. | Sidemen.

In the same year a mandate to contribute to the repair of
St. Paul’s Cathedral London, was issued to the churchwardens

1 Fox MSS., cx.
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throughout the country. The mandate to St. Peter’s still
exists.? It calls on the wardens, either in the parish church
or otherwise at the particular houses of the parishioners, to
ask and receive the benevolences of all the well-disposed
people. It is signed by Mathew Warren, Mayor, Henrye
Yate, Alderman, and countersigned by Robert Ellicit and
Tho. Lloyd. It will be remembered that the restoration of
St. Paul’s referred to was commenced in 1633, under Inigo
Jones as architect, the total sum collected being £101,330.

The earliest vestry book begins in 1655, but at the beginning
is given an inventory of goods belonging to the church in
1654 :—

A noate of such things as belongeth to the church, and
wheare they are.

IN THE VESTRY.

One table boorde, one chest, two biffetts with wains-
kott, one greene Carpett, 3 yards and longe five
greene cushions, one red velvett pulpitt cloth, and a cushion
sutable, and one little greene satten cushion.

IN THE CHANCEL.

One table boorde, seven movable foorms, foure longe
canvis cushions, one great Church Bible.

IN THE CHURCH.
Seven mooable Foormes, two beares with two coffiens, two
books of Erasmus.

MoRE BELONGINGE TO THE CHURCH.

One diap tablecloth 3 yards and half in length, three
fflagon potts, containinge six quarts, less half a pinte, fowre
bras candell sticks, two hanginge candell sticks, one silver
cup with a couer, wayvinge 16 ounces les 6d., one dext.

1 Fox DSS.. cxii,
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In THE TOWER.
Six bells, six wheeles, six clappers, one bell rope, tenn
brases, one clock two paise ropes.
These particulars before mentioned, are delivered up by
Peter Hiley unto Robert Fry, new Churchwarden, for the
takinge care and charge of them in the psents of.

According to Savage, the following monuments were in the
church in his time, though they have since disappeared :—

¢ Richard Workman of Treshan, Physitian, buried Dec. 8th,
1668, Elizabeth wife of James Fisher, and daughter of
Benjamin Pil of Standerwike, Som., Sept. 7th, 1667, Henry
Backwell of Wrington, Aug. 2nd, 1664, and William Yeamans,
Grocer, and his Wife, Father to ye famous Mr. Wm. Yeamans
buried in the churchyard of St. Phillips.”

There is also a fine monument to the memory of Mr. George
Harrington, sometime mayor and alderman of this city, who
died January 2nd, 1639. There are effigies of himself and his.
wife, with the brewers’ arms; the monument has been
described by Miss Roper. It is a great pity that its position
behind the organ completely hides it from view.

Fortunately, as we have seen, the bells were not confiscated
with the rest of the property in 1553, but in 1676 they were
either recast or a new peal purchased. This peal proved
unsatisfactory, and in 1729 another peal of eight instead of
the old six were cast by Abraham Rudhall.

The treble bell (E flat) bears the date 1729 and the Rudhall
border. .

No. 2z (D). “ProcpERITY TO THE CITY OF BRISTOLL
A.R. 1720.”

No. 3 (C). “PEACE AND GOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD A.R. 1729.””

No. 4 (B flat). “ABR. RVDHALL oF GLOUCESTER
Castvs ALL 1729.”

No. 5 (A flat). ‘PROSPERITY TO ALL OUR BENEFACTORS
A.R. I729.”

No. 6 (G). “HvucH WATERMAN, RECTOR A.R. I729.”
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No. 7 (F). “ Rosrt. CUrTIs AND WM. SwEEPER CHURCH-
WARDENS A.R. 1729.”

Tenor (E flat). ““I To THE CHURCH THE LIVING CALL AND
TO THE GRAVE DO SUMMON ALL A.R. 1729.”

The initials of the founder are in each case separated by
the figure of one bell, and there is also ornamental work., In
addition there is a small, ancient bell called for many years
the “ Sanctus ”” Bell. This was rung regularly at eight o’clock
until the opening years of the last century, when this was
discontinued. It seems probable that this was a survival of
the evening angelus.

The latter quarter of the seventeenth century saw a good
deal of Nonconformist persecution. In the Broadmead
Records the Parson of St. Peter’s, a certain Pleydall or
Pledwall, is mentioned as one of the clergy sent to spy out the
meetings of the Dissenters, and there is still in existence the
order?! of William Goulston, Bishop of Bristol, dated February
6th, 1681, instructing the minister and churchwardens to
furnish a list of the names and surnames of the Dissenters
in the parish. In the Broadmead Records it mentions that
.on March 1gth, 1681, when the Nonconformists were preaching
in the lanes beyond Baptist Mills, Parson Pledwell went by
before they began.

The seventeenth century saw a good many restorations
and repairs to the church, and the practice of letting property
on long leases at a nominal rent with a large initial payment
gave churchwardens fairly large sums of money to play
with, which they spent in * beautifying’ the church. The
classical porch erected on the north side, long since destroyed,
was one of the results of this policy.

Barrett states that in 1749 a faculty was obtained for
beautifying the church at a cost of £800, which was raised by
a rate. Unfortunately, the church books are missing, and
what was then done is unknown.

1 Fox MSS,, 114.
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In 1761 there is a vestry minute which anticipated the
objects of the Free and Open Church Association: ‘At a
meeting of the vestry, it is agreed that there shall be no
select seats in the church, but that all the seats shall be in
common. Wm. Barry, Rector.”

The organ with its beautiful case was probably erected
about 1770, as it was in 1742 that Mr. Rice Wasbrough was
appointed the first organist at a salary of £2o0.

In 1794 it appears that a vestry meeting was held with
regard to the condition of the church. The columns and arches
on the north side were said to be in a ruinous condition, need-
ing to be rebuilt, and a committee was appointed to go into
the matter. This committee made a number of drastic
suggestions, They recommended the rebuilding of the
columns and arches, the taking down and rebuilding of
the chancel arch, and the repairing of the church. They
mentioned that the north wall had given way, and that
it might be necessary to rebuild it, and stated that it was
:absolutely necessary to remove the pulpit during the repair,
besides advising a number of minor but expensive renewals.
‘The rebuilding of the pillars and chancel arch was sanctioned,
and this appears to have been partially done; but I do not
think that the other alterations were made, as fortunately
the carpenter’s bill was very heavy, the vestry stigmatising
it as exorbitant.

One cannot close this paper, however, without alluding to
the beautiful Georgian candelabra in the nave. The work-
manship of these is excellent—as regards furniture, they are
the finest pieces in the church. Up to the present I have
been unable to trace their history. They bear neither inscrip-
tion nor date, though they are identical with those at Backwell.

Among the other things belonging to the church is an
ancient pyx box. It is cylindrical with domed cover, over
which an iron band the staple of the lock passes. It is bound
round with iron bands, and had originally three locks. Attached
to the iron staple is a ring for suspension. The parish tradition
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is that it was used for reserving the sacrament, but it is evident
that it was a box for keeping a valuable object, such as a seal
or possibly money. There is a similar box at Oxford.

There were found some little time ago by the verger three
parish maces, thrown behind one of the monuments. These
have been repaired and restored, and are now used in the
services of the church. The verger’s staff is of beautiful metal
work. It bears no date, only the inscription “St. Peter’s
Parish.”

Here we must draw our history of the church to a close.
The nineteenth century is a story of restoration. After
restoration, as a result, many interesting things have dis-
appeared, among them being the font, which I learn was
a small classical one, not unlike others of the period. The
present font was designed by Street, and brought {rom
Backwell Church. The tombs have been denuded of their
colours, the interesting hatchments have been destroyed ;
the floor, I am told, has been concreted and raised; the
little that remained of the ancient stained glass, including
a ‘circle containing a beautiful head of our Lord, has
disappeared, so too have the arms of England mentioned
by Savage, as well as a coat in a window of che north
aisle, which was “1° qrly 1 {retty between each fret a
flour de lis or, 2° g alyon rt a, 3° a 3 lyons pass guardt. or this
impaled with 1° defaced 2" 0 a spread eagle sable 3™ as second
4" a lyon rt crowned or.” In spite of all, there has been a steady
progression towards what it is imagined was the original
state of the church, and though one may reasonably deplore
the losses, one may trust that further reparations to the
building will be conducted on conservative lines. 4





