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Bristol ad Gloncestershire Archrological Soriety.

PROCEEDINGS

AT THE ANNUAL SPRING MEETING,
AT TopDINGTON AND WINCHCOMBE,
Wednesday, May 18th, 19I0.

‘OF the n{any spring and summer excursions of the Society
few have commenced under less promising auspices or ended
more enjoyably. Murky rain and a low barometer were the
prevailing conditions of the early morning, and even after
the hundred members who made up the * Spring Meeting "’
had set out from Cheltenham in their brakes rain was still
falling, and everything looked thoroughly cheerless and un-
comfortable. Toddington Manor was the objective of the
excursion, and before the party had reached Bishop’s Cleeve
a radiant sun was gladdening the blossoming orchards and
‘moist cowslip fields, nor did a threatening cloud cast its
shadow over the beauty of the spring landscape during the
remainder of the day.

The gathering included the President, Professor C. W. C.
Oman, M.A. ; the President of Council, Canon Bazeley ; the
Local Secretary for Bristol, Mr. L. J. U. Way; the Editor,
the Rev. C. S. Taylor, and a goodly number of members from
all parts of the district of the Society.

The drive to Toddington was commenced about half-past ten, and
the route taken was via Cleeve and Gotherington. Unfortunately Mr.
and Mrs. Hugh Andrews were absent from Toddington House, and
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2 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQIO.

conscquently were not able to welcome the Society to their beautiful
home, which, however, by their instructions, was thrown open to the
members for full inspection.

In 1086, when Domesday Book was compiled by command of the
Conquecror, Toddington was held by Harold, lord of Sudeley and son of
Ralph, Earl of Hereford. John de Sudeley, son and heir of Harold,
married Grace, daughter of Henry de Traci, lord of the Honour of
Barnstaple, in North Devon ; and his younger son, William, taking his
mother's surname, and inheriting Toddington, became the founder of a
family which held this manor for more than eight centuries, and only lost
it a few yecars ago. The Tracys of Toddington have served their
sovercigns as uscful country gentlemen rather than as great statesmen
or warriors. Their names will be found abundantly amongst the
Sheriffs of Gloucestershire, but it does not appear that onc of them has
paid the penalty of treason or loyalty by laying his head on the block,
or has been slain on the field of battle.

The first of them, William de Tracy, conjointly with Sir Richard
Brito, Sir Hugh de Morvile, and Sir Reginald fitz Urse, has been credited
with the Dbrutal murder of St. Thomas of Canterbury. Let us hope
that the accusation is misplaced. In any case William de Tracy lived
for fifty years after the event, and died in peace.

Of the carly house of the Tracys little is known, They forsoolk it
ecarly in the reign of Charles I, and took-up their residence in the Abbot's
House at Hayles. John, third Viscount Tracy, died therc in 1686.
Then his successor, William, fourth Viscount, began to rebuild the
family home at Toddington, and it was finished and occupied when
Kip was making his drawings for Atkyns’ History of Gloucestershire.
There may be some still alive who remember this late seventeenth-
century house before it became a ruin. A view of it, drawn by Buckler
and engraved by S. Williams, is given in Britton’s Toddingfon at page 32.

The gateway remains and also a corner of the main buildings, and in
front of it a few years ago lay many fragments of carved and moulded
stone, weather-worn and hastening to decay—corbels, masks and
gargoyles—which once adorned the church or mansion.

In 1712 the carlier churchof Toddington, dedicated toSt. Leonard, the
patron saint of captives, had been lately torn down, the tower only being
spared ; and another, which Sir Stephen Glynn in 1839 described as of
““a debased style,” had been built on its site by the then Lord Tracy ?
This sccond chiurch was replaced by the present one not many years ago.
Somec interesting glass which came from Hayles Abbey, and was inserted
in onc of the windows of Toddington Church in 1789 by Henry, cighth

1 See Trans, B, and G. Arche Soc , vol. xxiii, p. 6,
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Viscount Tracy, was rcleaded at the expense of this Society, and may
now be seen in the east window of Hayles Church.

The foundation stone of the present Toddington House was laid in
1819, and in 1840 it was ready for occupation. The principal building
contains a cloister with large and elegant rooms on its east, south and
west sides. On the south side on the ground floor, says Britton, are
the dining-room, octagonal morning-room, vestibules, and private
library ; on the east are the muniment room, the steward’s office, and
billiard-room ; and on the west the library, drawing-room, and music-
room. The main entrance is on the north side.

The archzological interest of Toddington House lies in its magnificent
collection of stained glass of Swiss, German, and Flemish manufacture,
with which a few English pieces from Sudeley and Hayles, of sixteenth-
century date, are intermingled. This glass was bought in Switzerland
by Charles, Lord Sudeley, and is said to have come from monasteries,
private houses, and public buildings in Glarus, Zurich, Berne, Lucerne,
and elsewhere. It represents guaint local stories and legends of saints,
and also scenes from the Old and New Testament, which are described
in Mr. St. Clair Baddeley’s paper in our Trawnsactions, vol. xxiii., pp.
162-92.

After the members had inspected the grounds, the drive was resumed
to Winchcombe, where luncheon was taken in the Town Hall. It is
evident that the town occupicd an important position in the seventeenth
century, for nine traders used farthings and halfpenny tokens of con-
venience. :

Afterluncheon a general meeting was held, at which the only business
was a recommendation from the Council to raise the fec of a life member-
ship from five guineas to seven guineas from January 1st, 1910. This
was carricd, on the motion of the President, without discussion.

The Rev. Canon BazeLEy (President of the Council) said a very
pleasant duty had been entrusted to him. Some of the members of the
Socicty who knew what their Sccretary for Bristol, Mr. Pritchard, had
done during the last ten yecars he had held that office had subscribed to
give him a little remembrance of them and of his work. He thought
he had something to do with Mr. Pritchard’s sclection, and he was very
proud of the part he had taken in it, because he had found him one of
the very best men they could have for the work. At Bristol, at the
time Mr. Pritchard took over the secretaryship, the Socicty was not
holding its proper place: they were short of members, and therc was
none of that enthusiasm about their work which he longed for. He
found in Mr. Pritchard just the man he wanted, and immediately he
took up the position of Sccretary for Bristol everything began to change
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there, and the result was that their most enthusiastic and able members
—if he dared say so—at the present moment resided in that part of the
county. The Society held a splendid position in Bristol, and it was
owing to a great extent to Mr. Pritchard. They were very grateful to
him for what he had done for the Society, and as a proof of their gratitude
they were going to ask his acceptance of a little picce of plate as a
remembrance of the many pleasant years they had worked together. He
was sure Mr. Pritchard would appreciate the piece of plate, whiclhi was
in the form of a salver, which bore the hall-mark 1729, and was inscribed
as follows :

‘“ Presented (with cheque) by members of the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaxological Society to John E. Pritchard, Esq.,
F.S.A., on his retirement after ten years’ invaluable service as
Hon. Secretary for Bristol, 18th May, 1910.”

He had also the pleasure of asking Mr. Pritchard’s acceptance of a
cheque for £66. They wished Mr. Pritchard many happy years, and
although he had resigned the secretaryship for Bristol, they hoped he
would long continue a member and go on helping them as in the past.
Mr. J. E. PRITCHARD, in acknowledgment, said he was quite unable
to realise the significance of that magnificent present, and utterly unable
to thank them as he should for their liberality. He ventured to think
his work had been over-magnified. What he had done was simply as
an enthusiast in archaxology. He was proud to fecl that they had
accepted his work, and that it had met with their appreciation. He
remembered that he had had the kind support of all the members of
the Society, and particularly of all the Bristol members of the Council,
and without that it would have been impossible for him to carry out
what he did. On tlie part of those in Bristol, and he was sure in
Gloucester also, an effort had been made to return to the enthusiasm of
the carly days of the Society, when there were giants among them.
From Canon Bazcley he had received nothing but help, and it was due
to a charming note of his a quarter of a century ago that he (Mr.
Pritchard) had joined that Society when he was half inclined to join the
Somerset Society. But from the day he received that note there had
been continuous letters from Canon Bazeley to himself, and those letters
possessed a distinct charm which few letters possessed. It was im-
possible for him to thank Canon Bazeley for all he had done for him,
and it was a great pleasure to feel that he was President of the Council
that day, and that from his hands he had reccived that delightful gift of
theirs. He had also to acknowledge the honour conferred upon him in
making him a Vice-President of the Society, an honour which he would
cndeavour to deserve as the work went on,  With regard to the silver
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salver, it would be handed down in his family with great pride and be
highly prized, as their gift would remind those who followed him cf
their unequalled kindness; and as to the cheque, that would be used
as he thought they would wish it to be used.

Alr. F. F. Fox, in a graceful little speech, asked Mrs. Pritchard’s
acceptance of a gold expanding watch bracelet.

Mr. J. E. PriTcHARD acknowledged the gift on behalf of hlS wife.

There was time after luncheon for a short visit to Winchcombe
Church, wlhere the members were received by the curate-in-charge, as
the Vicar, the Rev. J. Taylor, D.Litt., was unwell.

The Church of St. Peter, Winchcombe, consists of chancel, nave with
two broad aisles, west tower, and south porch. The church has two
arcades of cight bays with octagonal shafts and low-centred arches.
The aisles project eastward as far as the arcade. - The chancel is the full
width of the nave, and was formed by a high rood-screen and loft at the
second pier from the cast, running the whole width of the church. This
screen has been taken down and altered and the loft has been destroyed,
but the stairs to the loft still remain on the outer wall of the north aisle.
There is no chancel arch to separate it from the nave.

The clerestory has large four-light square-headed windows, with
cusped arches in the head of each light. The original roof of the nave
remains, though much restored. ~On the south side of the sanctuary
are triple sedilia with elaborate canopies. The niches are empty.
Nearer the altar is a projecting piscina, with a semi-octagonal canopy
on which are carved the arms of the Abbey of Winchcombe, the Abbey
of Gloucester, and Ralph, Lord Boteler, who provided most of the funds
for building the church.

In the east wall there is a doorway which once led into a sacristy.
Besides the high altar there were altars at the east end of the aisles. On
the south side of the church, opposite the third bay from the west, is a
large porch with richly-groined vaulting. Over this is a living-room
with fireplace, stone mantel, and recessed seat. The stairs lead beyond
this room to the roof. It is difficult to understand why a parvise
should have been considered necessary with the abbey buildings so
near. On the north side there is another doorway, and also one at the
west end leading into the tower. The whole church, including the
tower, was built at one date, having been commenced in 1480, so it is
late Perpendicular. None of the original fittings remain, except the
screen. The organ case and font are of seventeenth-century date. The
communion plate consists of chalices of 1570 and 1677, paten 1636, and
flagon 1709. An interesting parish alms box with three locks—one for
the vicar and the others for the churchwardens—is attached to a
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pillar. This was provided according to an injunction of Edward
VI, 1547.

There was an carlier parish church of St. Nicholas which {ell into
decay, and the parishioners for a time used the conventual church.
Late in the fifteenth century a new parish church was built on the site
of a chapel of St. Pancras. The church has suffered much from changes
and restorations. In 1690 the chancel was partly rebuilt, and a barn-
like roof placed over it. This was superseded by the present roof in
1872. About 1750 a ‘‘ladies’ gallery "’ was constructed over the
chancel arch, extending some four to five feet in front and castward to
the first pier. There is an old altar cloth made from an ancient vest-
ment which tradition says was worked by Queen Katharine of Aragon
and her ladies. At the west end of the church are two stone coffins
attributed to King Kenulph and King Kenelm. Until 1872 the Eliza-
bethan arrangement of the communion table, with scats for the com-
municants on all four sides, was allowed to continue, as at Hayles,
Dcerhurst, Leonard Stanley, ete. The base of a fifteenth-century cross
remains in the churchyard.

In the church the Rev. R, Noble Jackson, a former vicar, and now
Vicar of Sudeley, gave the members some interesting details of the
renovations effected during his ministry, and dissented from the view
that the church had been injured by its restoration. He mentioned
that the parish registers dated back to 1539, which made them almost
as old as any in the kingdom.

From the church the party walked across the park to Sudcley Castle.
A castle was built at Sudeley in the time of King Stephen, and suffered
scverely in the wars of that reign. Here Mr. Dent Brocklehurst, the
present proprictor, gave a hearty welcome to the Society, and remarked,
incidentally, that if at such a mnournful time the Socicty felt that it was
desirable to carry out their programme, there were few places they could
more suitably visit than Sudecley Castle, associated as it was with the
kings and quecens of our country.

The President of tlic Council, expressing the gratitude of the Socicty
to Mr. Dent Brocklehurst for his warm welcome, mentioned that at first
it was thouglit that the spring meeting of tlic Society should be post-
poned on account of the death of the King, but after carcful consideration
and some correspondence the difficulty of sclecting any other date
decided thiem to carry out their original arrangements.  After all, they
could but feel that no amount of days or months would take away the
sense of the loss they had suffered.

Of Sudecley previous to the Norman Conquest we know but little.
In 1086 Domesday Book tells us Harold, son of Earl Ralph, held it of
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the king, and Ralph, lLis father, held it before the coming of the Nermans.
Ralph, Earl of Hereford, was son of Walter, or, as some call him, Drogo
of Mantes, and the Countess Goda, daughter of Ethelred II, King of
England 979-1016.

In 1055 Ralph was defeated by Alfgar, son of Leofric, allied with
‘Griffith, Prince of South Wales. He died in the following year, and
was buried at Peterborough. His son Harold, who succeeded him as
lord of Sudeley, and also as Earl of Hereford, retained Sudeley after
the Battle of Hastings, but resigned his earldom in favour of William
fitz Osborn. He married Mary, daughter of Lupus, Earl of Chester,
and he thus became a kinsman of King William, who was her great
uncle.

A castle was built at Sudecley in the time of Stephen, and but for
the ivy which mantles the walls, the Norman windows and doorway of
this date would be visible in the low embattled tower on the west side
of Queen Katharine’s apartments. Leland tells us that before this the
lords of Sudeley dwelt in a manor-house.

Harold was a generous patron of St. Peter’s Abbey, Gloucester, for
he gave the monks the priory which he had founded and endowed at
Ewyas Harold.! Harold left two sons—John, who succeeded him as
lord of Sudeley, and Robert, who became lord of Ewyas Harold. It is
an interesting fact that the family of Brydges, who obtained a grant
-of Sudeley in Queen Mary’s reign, were descended from Robert de
Ewyas Harold. John, as we have seen, married Grace de Tracy, a
granddaughter of Henry I. During the wars of Stephen and Matilda
his manor of Sudeley suffered severely at the hands of Stephen, because
-of his active sympathy with his kinswoman, Matilda. Ralph de Sudeley
died in 1192, and was succeeded in succession by his sons Otwer and
Ralph.

In the latter half of the fourteenth century the elder branch of de
Sudeley died out in the male line, and the then heiress, Joan de Sudeley,
brought the manor in marriage to Thomas Botiler, lord of Henley-in-
Arden. In 1368 their son, Thomas Botiler, had Sudeley assigned to
him as his share of his mother’s estates. He married Alice, daughter
of Lord Beauchamp, of Powick, by whom he had issue John and Ralph
and two daughters. As John died in his lifetime he was succeeded by
Ralph, who took an active part in the French wars of Henry V and
Henry VI. In 1441 he was made a peer of the realm with the title of
Baron Sudeley. According to Leland, Ralph, who was a famous
warrior and ‘‘ admiral on sea,” with the spoils e won from the French,
rebuilt a large part of Sudeley Castle, St. Mary’s Chapel, Sudeley, and

1 See Trans. B, & G. Arch. Soc; vol. xxvii,, p 3r1.
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St. Peter’s Church, Winchcombe. Portmare Tower, part of Sudeley
Castle, is said to have been paid for by him out of the ransom of a
Trench admiral of that name.

In 1435 Lord Sudecley fought at St. Albans, where Henry VI was
taken prisoner by Richard, Duke of York. In 1469 he fcll into disgrace
with Edward IV, as an adhcrent of the red rose, and to save his head
from the block surrendered Sudeley Castle and his other possessions to-
Earl Rivers for the king. From this time it was held by constables.
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, obtained a grant of it, and in 1478 gave
it back to the king in exchange for Richmond Castle in Yorkshire.
Again, on the death of Edward IV, Richard became possessed of it as.
king, and on his decath it passed into the hands of Henry VII and then
of Henry VIII. In 1486 Henry VII gave Sudeley to his uncle, Jasper
Tudor, and created him Earl of Pembroke and Duke of Bedford. As he
left no issuc it reverted to the Crown on his death. During the reigns.
of Edward IV and his three successors Sir John Huddlestone, of Millom,
Cumberland, held the office of constable. He was a generous patron
of Hayles Abbey, and on his death in 1513 he was buried therc in a
handsome tomb. When we were excavating that abbey we found
several bosses carved with the arms of Huddlestone on the site of the
Abbot’s House, and what we believed to be fragments of his tomb in
the church.  His son rebuilt Southam House and lived there.  Sir John
was succceded as constable by Sir Willlam Compton, of Compton
Winyatt, ancestor of the Marquess of Northampton.

In 1532 Henry VIII and Queen Anne Boleyn paid a visit to Sudeley
Castle, and a sketch by Catterinole represents them arriving at the
castle. Lcland, who visited Sudcley Castle late in Henry VIIT's reign,
describes it as going to ruin, * more the pitye.”

Henry VIII died on January 28th, 1547, and before the close of the
year his widow, Katherine Parr, married Sir Thomas Seymour, who
obtained frcm Edward VI a grant of Sudcley and ninetcen other manors
in Gloucestershire, including the site of Hayles Abbey.

The young king also created his uncle Lord Seymour of Sudcley,
and made him Lord High Admiral. Seymour at once began to restcre
Sudeley with a view to making it a fitting residence for the queen, and
rooms were built for her personal use on the south-cast corner of the
inner quadrangle.

When all was ready Katherine took up her quarters in the castle,
and there she gathered around her as her chaplains some of the mest
notable divines of the new scheol of learning, amongst them Miles
Coverdale, the translater of the Bible. Lady Janc Grey, whom she hoped
to sce marricd to her nephew, the young King Edward, came to reside
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with her. On August 3oth, 1548, IKatherine gave birth at Sudeley
to a daughter, and a few days later she died. She was buried in St.
Mary’s Chapel, and a monument, on which was an effigy of the queen,
as though asleep, with hands clasped in prayer, was erected to her
memory. Mrs. Dent in her Annals gives a full account of her funeral
service, extracted from A boke of Buryalls of truly noble persons, a MS.
in the Heralds’ College.

This fascinating quecen, for including Henry VIII she had four
husbands, was not destined to rest in her grave in peace. The Puritan
soldiers broke up her monument in the Civil War, and the chapel in
which she lay quickly fell into ruin. .

In the middle of the eighteenth century the site of tlie queen’s tomb
appears to have been fergotten. Would that it had remained so until a
hundred years later. In Archelogia we read how in 1782 Mr. John
Lucas had the curiosity to rip open the lead coffin in which she lay, and
to his surpirse found her.body uncorrupted after 234 years’ burial.

Again and again the coffin was opened by inquisitive antiquaries,
and in 1792 the tenant of the castle allowed a number of drunken
guests to ill-treat the queen’s remains. In 1817 the rector removed the
coffin into the Chandos tomb, and within living memory Mr. and Mrs.
Dent replaced it on the north side of the altar and dedicated a beautiful
monument, carved by J. B. Philip, to the good queen’s memory.

In 1549 Seymour was arrested on a charge of treason, tried, and
condemned. On March 2oth he was beheaded on Tower Hill, and his
manors reverted to the king.

One of the most interesting questions connected with Sudeley is
what became of Katherine Parr’s daughter. Strype, the historian, says
that she died young, but Miss Strickland, in her Queens of England,
declares that she married Sir Edward Bushel. On the attainder of
Seymour the Marquess of Northampton obtained a grant of Sudeley, but
on the accession of Mary he was disgraced and deprived of his estates.
In 1554 the Castle and Manor of Sudeley were conferred by the queen
on Sir John Bridges, whom she created a peer with the title of Baron
Chandos. He died in 1557, was buried in St. Mary’s Chapel, and was
succeeded by his son Edmund, who died in 1572. In this lord’s time
tliec castle was restored. Giles, the third lord, had the honour of
receiving Queen Elizabeth three times at Sudeley—in 1575, 1589, and
1592. Two years later he died.

The next lord of Sudeley was Grey Bridges, who was of a literary
turn of mind, and although he was very hospitable to his neighbours,
lic took no part in public affairs. He died in 1621, when his son and
heir was yet in his infancy. In 1642, when the Civil War broke out,
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Lord Chandos had just come of age, but he lost no time in proving his
loyalty to Charles I. In August of that ycar he camc to Cirencester to
exccute a commission of array, and the inhabitants rosc against him
and thrcatened to kill him. In 1643 Sudecley fell into the hands of
Massey, Governor of Gloucester, and the Roundheads plundered the
castle, profancd the chapel, and destroyed the tombs. In the same
year the Castle was re-occupied by the Royalists.  Then came the sicge
of Gloucester and the march of the London trained bands across the
Cotteswolds to its relief. Charles I broke up his camp, left Matson,
“and marched by Painswick to Sudeley, where he stayed for awhile. In
1644 the castle was again surrendered to the Parliament, and once
more occupicd by the king, until in 1646 the last battle of the Civil War
was fought at Stow-on-the-\Vold.

Lord Chandos was well-nigh ruined by the price he had to pay for
pardon, and Sudcley was rendered untenable as a military post.  Lord
Chandos dicd in 1633, lcaving daughters only, and his title passed to his
brother William, who was succeeded twenty years later by a distant
cousin, James. On the decath of this lord the title became extinct.
The castle belonged for many years to the Pitts of Strathficldsayec,
ancestors of Lord Rivers, and in 1810 it was sold to the Duke of
Buckingham. Thesc proprictors took little interest in it ; it was used
as a quarry by the tenants, and became more and more ruinous. But
its halcyon days were rencwed in 1837, when it was purchased by the
late Messrs. J. and W. Dent, who together with their brother, the Rev.
B. Dent, took up their residence there and spent many peaceful ycars
together, all passing away in 18345 within a few months of onc another,
and leaving the manor and castle to their nephew, Mr. John Coucher
Dent.  This gentleman died in 18835 and his widow in 190o. Mrs. Dent,
the talented authoress of the Annals of Winchcombe and Sudeley, was
a gencrous donor to the church and town of Winchcombe, a keen
archicologist, an idcal hostess, and a true friend.

During the forty-five ycars that she lived at Sudeley the restoration
of the castle and the church went on almost incessantly, and what was
a ruin in 1837 became onc of the most beautiful of English homes.

This Socicty visited Sudeley in 1879, and were most hospitably
received by Mr. and Mrs. Dent.  An account of the visit will be found
in our Transactions, vol. xxii., pp. 300-1, togcther with Professor
Middleton’s notes on Winchcombe Church.

Sudcley Castle consists of two quadrangles, north and south, St.
Mary’s Chapel, and the Grange. On the north side of the north quad-
rangle is the ancient doorway, with a buttery hatch on the right as you
cnter and the armoury on the left. These formed originally part of a
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detached gateway. The buildings which now connect them with the
rest of the quadrangle were probably built by Edmund Bridges in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth, .

The new buildings at the north-east and south-west corners of this
quadrangle were erected by the late Mrs. Dent. The west side of the
south quadrangle contains the Portmare Tower on the north, built by
Ralph, Lord Chandos, about 1550, a range of domestic buildings and the
keep or dungeon tower to the south, with a smaller tower crowning its
north-west angle, on which was a beacon fire-pan. The keep, which
must have been of considerable strength, had three storics. In
the north angle are threc arched cells rising one above another, a trap-
hatch at the top of each being the only means of access. Here were
immured the hapless prisoners of olden times. To show that all this
was very real, we are told by Mrs. Dent that the skeleton of the last
inhabitant of this terrible abode was found some years ago in the lowest
cell.  On the cast side of this quadrangle in the north-cast corner is the
twelfth-century embattled tower containing Queen Iatharine’s
rooms. To the south of this tower are the ruins of the magnificent
banqueting-hall, built by Ralph Botiler, Lord Chandcs, about 1550, and
restored in the following century. A cloister ran along the north and
part of the west side of this quadrangle.

St. Mary’s Chapel consists of a nave and chancel with an aisle or
chapel on the north side, now containing the organ. There is a priest’s
door on the south side of the chancel which opened into an outer
chamber. A hagioscope or squint enabled the occupant to sce the
clevation of the Host at the high altar.

It has been thought that this might be possibly an anchorite’s cell,
but its position makes it more probable that it was a priest’s room or a
sacristy. The foundations of a building, perhaps a Lady Chapel, are
visible at the cast end of the chancél.

The so-called Grange is a large barn, which was built in the fifteenth
century and lengthened westward in the sixteenth,

To the cast of the banqueting-hall is a Dutch garden. To the north
is a moat, thought to belong to the Saxon manor house, the foundations
of which were found by Canon Lysons eastward of it.

The visitors were conducted over the mansion in three parties by the
Lost and hostess and their daughter (the bride of the Hon. Mickacl Hugh
Hicks Beach, M.P. for the Tewkesbury Division). Its magnificent
suites of rooms shelter a collection of art in its many branches and
objects of virtu which can be equalled in few of “ the stately homes of
England.” There are to be seen notable paintings by such artists as
Holbein and Cornelius Jansen, priceless tapestries, a perfect gallery
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of historic miniaturcs, glorious specimens of antique woodwork in a
thousand deveclopments, and antiquities of all times and places from the
Flint Age onwards. .

While onc party were visiting the interior of the house Canon Bazeley
conducted aonother party round the remains of the old castle and the
grounds, the latter notable for their extensive and dignified topiary,
that * sculpture in green * which is seldom scen carried out with better
effect and fecling of fitness than here under the shadow of the ruins of
this once mighty castle and the present dignified mansion.

In the course of the peregrination Canon Bazeley recalled the fact
that there was a beautiful Roman villa only one and a half miles from
the castle, at Spoonley. It was just twenty-five years ago that Mrs.
Dent asked him if he would come and cxcavate it, and he was delighted
to doso. She gave him a room at the castle—Prince Rupert’s room—
and he spent the greater part of a most happy summer on the worlk.
Mrs. Dent gave him the services of twenty men to usc as he desired, so
need he say no antiquary was over happier. They excavated the whole

_of the villa, built up the walls that had fallen down, and covered the
buildings with the tiles which had formed the roof of the original build-
ing. Probably there was not another place in England where the
original lozenge-shaped Roman tiles were still used for their original
purposc. By the way, they were lozenge slape to prevent unnecessary
strain on the timbers, and he could not think why the same plan was
not stitl adopted.

After the sights had been seen so far as time would permit, the
visitors were entertained at tea on the lawn with the utmost hospitality,
and later

Professor C. W. Oxmax, ML A., President of the Socicty, moved a vote
of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Dent Brocklehurst for their great kindness in
allowing the Society to go over even the most inner sanctum and to sec the
wonderful collection of things the castle contained. The place was an
extraordinary picturc of what the loving care of two generations could
do for an old housc. The Socicty were last there in 1879, and the joy
the visit of this year had been to them, and the hospitality shown them,
would be a fresh memory to them for many a year in the future.

Mr. DeNT BRrockLEHURST, responding, cxpressed the greatest
pleasure in receiving a visit from the Socicty. They valued their
trcasurcs at home, but thicir greatest pleasure was to wclcome their
friends to cnjoy them with them. Although they might not be worthy
to succeed to such trcasures, still they did tlieir very best to preserve
them.  They would be most delighted to welcome the Socicty again
should they extend their excursion in that dircction.
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A glorious drive over Cleeve Hill, a wonderful prospect of the
Severn Valley and distant hills under a rich and brilliant sunset, and
the party were back in Cheltenham by seven o’clock.

The best thanks of the Socicty are due to Colonel Duke for the
excellent arrangements which contributed so much to the success of the
meeting, and to Canon Bazeley for his care in drawing up the pre-
gramme, but especially to Mr. and Mrs. Dent Brocklehurst for their
most kindly and hospitable welcome to Sudeley Castle, and for per-
mission to use the blocks of the pictures which illustrate the account of
the mecting.





