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BRISTOL ARCHZOLOGICAL NOTES FOR 1911.?
XII.
By JOHN E. PRITCHARD, F.S.A.

It was only natural to anticipate that a time must come when
a definite lull would mark the work of demolition within the
confined area of this ancient and mediaval city, necessary
for the erection of up-to-date buildings. Whether the
present position of affairs is due to the recent trend of
Imperial events, and the reactions that might naturally be
-expected upon local affairs, I must leave you to conjecture ;
but as it is a fact that very few changes in this way have
-occurred in Bristol during 1911 to mark history, I fear you
may possibly think I have done you an injustice in expecting
you to listen to my annual address to-night.

Yet why should we not leave this very prescribed area
of less than twenty acres, and take note—at the change of
the calendar—of other events, which, if not Bristoliana,

“are of equal importzincé to every one of us, and thus mingle
with the local record—if that be less important than in
former years—other items of archaological interest for our
consideration. _

Notwithstanding, however, what I have said, several
.events have actually happened in our midst during the year
that we would rather had not occurred, and we must review
them.

In the first place it was a great disappointment to local
antiquaries that the small arch or Blind Gate in St. John’s
Street, to which I referred somewhat fully in my notes for

1 Read at the Bristol Evening Meeting, January 1;th, 1912,
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1907, ! could not have been retained ¢ sifu, it being the last
visible remnant of the ancient town wall; but though
every effort was made that was right and proper to induce
the city authorities and Messrs. J. S. Fry and Sons to allow
this masonry to stand, it was finally felt that this was a case
where the antiquary had to waive his claim. It is historically
an irreparable loss to Bristol, but if members will inspect
the altered state of things in John Street following the
demolition, I am sure they will coincide in the course adopted
by the authorities to secure a much improved thoroughfare
for the citizens.

In pulling down the super-structure of the arch, and also
the small houses adjoining on the north-west side, all
probably built early in the eighteenth century, a few
unimportant relics came to light, and amongst these may
be mentioned :—

A small seventeenth-century watch key, of uncommon
type. B

A Wellington brass medalet, in mint state. On the
obverse the field-marshal’s bust, the reverse read'ing,
““ The deliverer of Portugal and Spain, 1814,” within
a border of laurel wreaths.

A George IV ““ Lion " sixpence, 1828 ; and -

A number of worn copper coins, tokens and coin weights,
of absolutely no interest or value, and a number of
tobacco pipes.

A week after the tenements were wrecked, early in the
morning on the zz2nd March, before the traffic of the street
had begun, the small Norman arch was utterly demolished,
under the direction of Mr. H. Dowling, Clerk of Works to
the great Chocolate house, by agreement with the Streets
Improvement Committee.

It is well to record the fact that the masonry of the arch
was in a very bad state, and that the whole of the mortar

Y See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxx. p. 230,
8

.4

VoL, XXXV,
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was found to be entirely decayed: very little pressure at
any time would have caused the structure to collapse.

In pulling out the ancient stonework on the outer south
side, at the base of the fragment of the Norman wall
which remained, abutting the arch, a good red deer tine-tip
turned up : this specimen had been carefully sawn off, and
measured 3} inches in length (see illustration).

Now, during the last of the deep excavations in Quay
Street and St. John's Slope, in January and February last,
of which I said so much last year,' several further
interesting antiquities were brought to light, viz. :—

A tine-tip of red deer, measuring 43 in. long, evidently
sawn off for the purpose of handling some domestic
tool ; found at a depth of about 20 ft. (sce illustra-
tion).

A side loop of a black pottery vessel, showing a treble-wavy
ornamentation on the portion of body attached,
evidently belonging to a large and important vessel.
Depth about 18 ft.  Probably Norman period.

These specimens were turned up with a number of less
important fragments of black pottery.

I have also to record the discovery of yet another stone
spindle whorl, as used in weaving.? It is in perfect state,
and measures I{% in. across, by % in. deep, with a hole § in.
diameter, and is encircled by six fine incised lines (sec
illustration). This was found on rock foundation at a depth
of 35 feet, and is the sixth specimen discovered on the old
city site since 19oo.

The discovery of spindle whorls, we must admit, is
evidence of ecarly occupation upon this tongue of land, but
as to the exact period of time it is to be regretted that nothing
has yet been found which cnables us to give a definite date.

The coarse bone meedle, shown on the same plate,s

1 See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxxiv. pp. 69-77.

t Sce DBritish Museum Guide to Early Ivon Age, 1905, p. 139.
3 Mr. Moline has most kindly photographed these early relics.
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measuring 4% in. long, was discovered in Colston Avenue
in 1910,

Some grotesque medizval pottery will now claim attention,
for at a depth of about 14 feet below street level, at the
bottom of a rubbish pit, just above the blue deposit, several
fragments were found of a green glazed pitcher, of probably
thirteenth-century date.  Unfortunately, only the upper
portion could be pieced together, but this clearly shows
that the original vessel must have been unusually imposing,
with its rude but effective mask-head lip, below which
can be seen a crude type of bird in raised ornamentation,
the sides of the neck of the vessel being decorated with short
raised loops, and the body covered with a conventional
design in low relief. In size the perfect pitcher must have
stood at least 14 to 16 in. in height (see illustrations).

The Norman potters were certainly very original in their
work, and the fragments, which are pieced together as far as
possible, show much quaintness in design. I do not remember
a vessel in any of the London or provincial museums at all
similar.

Many other fragments were found of early medieval
pottery, including a dark
green glazed head forming the
““mask lip” of yet another
pitcher. It is a curiously bold
piece of moulding and very
ecclesiastical in character, for
the head is depicted wearing
a tonsure (see illustration).

We naturally wonder if the
artist - potter modelled these
vessels to order, or if they
were the working of his own
fertile brain; and also in
what houses in this Norman town they were in use before
getting so badly smashed.
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A fragment of a fourteenth or a fifteenth-century inlaid
pavement tile, doubtless thrown out from one of the old city
churches, and the following various items, all came to hand
from another rubbish pit :—

- A seventeenth-century iron stirrup.

An iron bullet, }-in. diameter.

Two clay tobacco pipes bearing the initials *“ N.M.”
on the heels, which is a maker’s mark not previously
recorded. o

A Gloucester Trader’s Token, bearing on the obverse :
LVKE . NOVRSE , MAIOR . 16571 =C. G. (City of
Gloucester). A small “R” the initial of Thomas
Rawlins the engraver, beneath the letters.

On the reverse : FOR . NECESSARY . CHANGE=Armg
of the City of Gloucester; three chevrons between
ten torteaux. ,

The issuer of this token was Mayor of the City in 1644,
the same year in which Toby Jordan (one of the messengers
'who carried the answer of the citizens to King Charles I
in Tredworth Field, when he summoned the city to
surrender) was Sheriff, Luke Nourse was elected Mayor
again in 1656. He died in 1673, and was buried in
St. Michael’s Church, Cornhill, London. Several members
-of the Nourse family were benefactors to the city of
‘Gloucester and the County.
~ From an excavation in Castle Street a yellow glazed
-pottery whistle, bearing a-dog’s head, total length only 1§ in.,
‘was discovered in the foundations of one of the houses
-erected after the destruction of the Castle, which had not been
previously disturbed. This is quite an interesting specimen
‘it is probably seventeenth century, and I am inclined to
‘think it must be of local make. At the same spot was found

" :a small bowl clay pipe, having a Tudor rose impressed upen
‘its heel : this is a maker’s mark which is far from common
dn this locality.

1 See Tramns. B. & G. Arch. Soc.;, vol. xiii. p. 134.“
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Then, within the walls, close to the intersection of the
four streets, we have all noticed during the year the gradual
demolition of the shop premises, known for so many years
as ““ Hodder’s,” in Broad Street. These faced the famous
hostelries, the ‘ White Lion” and the ¢ White Hart,”
during their final existence before the Grand Hotel was built.
The view?! shows these old-world inns on the left-hand
side, and the Dutch House at the corner of High Street,
just beyond.

Though not an important structure, it seems well to record
the wrecking of the old business premises referred to, for the
erection of new offices for the North British Insurance
" Company. Nvmerous old-time relics were discovered when
the site for the city offices, now adjoining, was being
excavated, but as far as 1 could learn only a small flat
gravestone, possibly from the burial-ground of St. Ewen’s
Church which extended to this spot, was actually dug up
now.

Some picturesque gabled overhanging timber houses had
stood on this site up to the beginning of the nineteenth
century, but no detailed record has been left to us of their
richness of style,

In early times Broad Street must have been a most
aristocratic thoroughfare—it is even recorded that Robert
Fitzharding lived here in the middle of the twelfth century—
but we can only surmise what the buildings must have been
from the few nineteenth-century views we possess.

On the Somerset side of Bristol Bridge Messrs, Georges’
Bristol Brcwery, in order to enlarge their premises,
demolished during the autumn several houses on the line of
Bath Street. In the course of this wrecking a two-light gothic
headed window on the level of the second floor was opened up,
but no other traces of similar work could be found. The

1 This is taken from a water-colour drawing by E. Cashin, in (823
(Braikenridge Collection at Museum and Art Gallery). Reproduced
by kind permission of the Chairman and Committee.

h—
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stone tracery was much decayed, and was utterly damaged
in being taken out. My thanks were conveyed to the
directors for their kind intimation in this matter.

On the north side of the River Frome, in the parish of
Saint Augustine, many of the carly eightecenth-century
brick-built houses in the narrow thoroughfare known ‘as
Haunover Street, together with some others flanking Denmark
Street, sixtecn or cighteen altogether, have been recently
pulled down, as many arc aware, to form the site of the new
Hippodrome.

Hanover Street, as the name indicates, was built at the
beginning of the reign of George I, about 1716, on Corporation
leases, soon after Denmark Street had been opened up for a
connection with the newly-formed and fashionable Orchard
Strect. The houses in this narrow.and curved thoroughfare
were cramped, but had been occupied by respectable citizens
at the time of their erection, necarly two centuries ago.

The condition of the houscs, however, for the last fifty
years has not been satisfactory ; there has not been sufficient
air space at the back, and whilst there is no regret at the
demolition of these tenements, it is quite doubtful if the new
‘building scheme is a desirable alternative.

There have been no finds from this spot of special
importance. :

The thoroughfare was first marked on a plan of Bristol—
by John Rocque, in 1742.

The Three Kings Inn, Thomas Street, is being slowly
pulled down!? »

As long ago as 1go3 this picturesque and ancient gabled
building was closed, having been acquired by the Midland
Railway Company as a site for the erection of a modern
hotel, to stretch from St. Thomas Street to the great
thoroughfarc of Victoria Street; but the scheme was
abandoned soon afterwards, and the old inn, though
tenantless, has actually stood all weathers ever since.

1 See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxvii. p. 337.
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Latterly, however, the structure was not deemed safe,
the demolition of the old house was decided upon, and this
work was commenced -in December last.

The ‘“ Three Kings ”” was one of the oldest inns in the city,
and is considered' to be a fifteenth-century erection. It
was one of the few houses licensed in the reign of James I
{x606).

The frontage of the house, though considerably
modernised, was the only interesting feature, for the interior
had been altered during the latter part of last century,
and a good deal of its early character had disappeared.
During the recent demolition, however, much of the or1g1na1
timber framework could be seen.

This inn had a large yard, which was the head-quarters
of many country carriers, and from recognised lists of the
eighteenth century we find that passengers and goods were
dispatched to such long-distance and important towns as
Devizes, Warminster, Salisbury, Southampton, and
Portsmouth, and many others in the west, with, of course,
the usual intermediate calls.

On the opposite side of the same street, in St. Thomas’s
Lane, still stands the ‘‘ Seven Stars,” a poor-looking inn,
where it is said Clarkson obtained much important informa-
tion relating to the slave trade.?

On the same side of the Avon there were many other
quaint inns in existence up to three-quarters and even half
a century ago, but perhaps the most interesting and ancient
hostelry, of possibly fourteenth or fifteenth-century erection,
was the Red Lion Inn, in Redcliffe Sireetf, which, besides an
interesting exterior, had - an ‘“‘open courtyard,” with
galleries around leading to the apartments of the guests,
who were able to look down into the quadrangle and watch
the arrival and departure of others, an arrangement that
was probably more interesting and picturesque than
comfortable.

1 See Latimer's. Aunals of the X VIl Century, p. 475.
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The “ Red Lion” was one of the better class inns, and
very few carriers are recorded to have departed from thence.
The house was pulled down as late as 1864 for the erection
of warchouses, and the last of the galleried houses thus
disappeared.

I may also mention the ‘‘ Fourteen Stars,” Counterslip,?
which was another many-gabled inn, with overhanging
frontage, standing much out of the perpendicular. It was
demolished, 1857-8, by the great Finzel for the site of his
sugar houses. This inn was reputed to be the favourite
resort of the captains of the West Indiamen.

That picturesque old house, the Greyhound Inn, in
Lewin’s Bead, was standing until 1878, when the great
brewery company close by wanted more room. Then that
wonderfully imposing structure was acquired and demolished.

We have nothing now left to compare with these
fascinating old houses, built almost wholly of {imber.

Passing now from the south-west division of the city
to the north-east, I wish to call your attention again to
Ashley Manor House, the small Tudor dwelling, part of the
Hooks Mills Estate, which I fully described three years ago. 2
I warned you then of its impending fate, and now I have to
record the fact of its demolition during last month and this.

As a member of the Committee of the Charity I am bound
to say that it was found impracticable to act otherwise in
the matter, as the building, for many years a tenantless
pile, had become very dangerous.

Members of this Society will be pleased to hear that
such of the relics, and they are very few, that can possibly
be incorporated in the small vestry, shortly to be erected,
have been saved for that building.

The original sixteenth-century oak door of the entrance
will be used ; the carved stone fireplace of the room recently
used as a vestry, and the only one left, will, T hope, be

! Illustrated in Mdller’'s Bits of Old DBristol, published by
Arrowsmith in 1883. See Plate III.

2 See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxxi. p. 304.
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refixed in the new room; some of the panelled oak doors
will also be retained, and the two Elizabethan stone finials
from the west gables will certainly be utilised (see tail-piece).

The sundial, formerly fixed under the easternmost gable
on the south side, is a very plain carved stone slab, measuring
I7 in. square by 5 in. thick. It bears the initials “ 1. H.”
and the date 1656, and was doubtless erected by the Hooke
family, who owned and added to the original structure.
This will, of course, be saved.

The exact and final position before the Committee was
this, that even provided a large sum of money, which would
have had to be specially raised, was expended in putting the
house into habitable condition, no definite tenancy could be
expected owing to the dampness of the site, entirely due
to the various streams of water which congregate at the
spot.

It is a curious fact that ‘“ the way to Hooke’s Mill ” was.
marked in that trial plan by Millerd, circa 1670, of which we
have a reproduction in the Transactions,® and that is the
only plan that refers to the spot.

In September last the small keysfone * of a fireplace frieze
was found in digging on the Redland House land, just
behind Redland Hall, the residence of Colonel Ord.

This measures 6} in. square, and the face is carved as
follows, within a plain raised border :(—

L.E. in centre, A.L. (in diphthong) over, with the date
1661 below.

Up to now it has been impossible to trace its history,
but I hope some document bearing upon the subject may be
forthcoming.

I am now exhibiting a slide of a beautiful silver-gilt
and painted or enamelled Badge of the Bakers’ Company,

1 See vol. xxxii. p. 332.

? Our thanks are due to Mr. Dunn, builder, for courteously lending
the stone for our inspection.
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which had been in private ownership in Bristol for many
years until a few years ago.

. But owing to the consideration of Mr. Francis, antique
dealer of this city, and with much help from Mr. F. F. Fox,
F.S.A., Mr. W. H.”St. John Hope, and Mr. Francis Were,
together with the continuous correspondence I have had
for the past threc years, in endeavouring to trace its history
and the original use, I succeeded in persuading the Bakers’
Company of London to consider the purchase: and now
at last this unique specimen has been acquired and presented
by its master, Mr. W. T. Roberts, to the Company, which is
very proud of its possession. !

- This badge created much interest when it was exhibited
in London carly in 1909. 2

It consists of a shield of arms, gules, a pair of balances

between three gold garbs, held by a hand issuing from clouds
upon a chief barry wavy of four gold and azure. Above is a
helm with gold and white mantling and crest, a gold wreath
Jield by lwo arms issuing from clouds. The shield is supported
by two gold bucks, cach gorged with a chaplet, standing
upon a narrow band inscribed :

PRAYES GOD FOR ALL.

Above the band are the letters 1 v, but the 1 has been
«<lumsily substituted for another letter, apparently a T, which
originally occupied its place.

The same armorial devices, with the addition of two
anchors on the chief, arc used by the Bakers’ Company of
London, but the sbicld in the badge is identical with that
given by the Izackes as borne by the bakers of Exeter.

The date of the object scems to be tlie carly part of the
seventeenth century, but it has not been possible to identify
the bearer of the initials m Y, nor indeed to suggest any
reasonable use to which the badge might be put. It bears
no means or traces of attachment.

1 Sce City Press, December 3oth, 1911,
¥ See Proc. Sec. of dutiquaries, 2nd Scr., vol. xxii. p. 447.
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Our member, Mr. Fox, possesses many of the papers of
this Bristol guild, but he could find no entries to help in
identifying this badge, which it \vas thought in the first
instance might be local.

I have recently heard from Mr. ngard the clerk of
the Bakers’ Company, who has taken much trouble in this
matter, as follows :—

“On further investigation, I find that the badge
is a correct copyv of the White Bakers' Arms, and that
company existed as a separate Company from 1622 to
1686, so that the badge is quite possibly a relic of that
Company before the amalgamation with the Brown
Bakers’ Company in the latter years. It is thought
that it was probably worn on a gown or sleeve, and so
may have been the official badge of the Beadle of that
day. This is of course only theory, but it is not
improbable.”

Members will find a good deal of matter about this old
guild in Mr. Fox’s paper in our Transactions,! in the
Little Red Book, and in Taylor’'s Book about Bristol.?

It may also be interesting to remember that one of the
large apartments at the Black Friars is still known as
‘““ Bakers’ Hall,” having been constantly used by this guild
in days long since. The roof of the hall, which is considered
to be the original one, is of thirteenth century date.

‘By the inclusion of St. Philip’s Church in the Spring
Programme of the parent society, the writer specially
intended to bring to the notice 6f members, and the public
generally, the sad state of the fine ' thirteenth-century
tower, which has been in such a mutilated condition for so
long. )

I think I am correct in saying that there is no specimen
of work amongst the churches of the city so badly needmg
reparation as this. :

1 See vol. iii, p. go. 2 See p- 233.
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It is probably due to the debased character of the exterior
that these delightful interior remains of an earlier church
have been overlooked for so long.

The views on the screen, specially photographed last
week, will show you some of the details of the beautiful
Early English vaulting of the tower entrance, which you can
inspect for yourselves:—

(A) Notice first the Early English doorway leading from
the church into the tower. The shafts with very
effective capitals, are without bases, due no doubt
to the altered level of the church.

(B) Note also the wvaulted shafts, though in such a
mutilated state. It will be seen that the doorway
leading into the chancel has been built up long
since.

Even as far back as 1850, George Pryce, F.S.A., an able
antiquary and architect, holding at that time the office of
City Librarian, spoke of the “ contemplated renovation of
the tower, under the judicious management of competent
authorities, and the aid of a skilful architect,”* yet up to
now nothing has been done !

At the present time, I understand, the Rector is making
a strong appeal for funds for this and other work connected
with the church. Possibly some of our members can offer
him help.

With regard to the Romano-British period, I have very
little to say except this, that our Honorary Secretary has
during the past few months discussed the question of making
some definite excavations at Sea MMills, thought by some to
be the Roman Station of Abona, with our member Mr. Napier
Miles, the owner of the land, who has most cordially assented
to certain work being carried out, with the object of finally
determining many interesting conjectures as to the site.
It was undoubtedly a very important position during the

1 Notes on the Middle Ages in Bristol (Bristol, 1850), p. 213.
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Roman occupation, if we may judge by the numerous relics
found there since the days of Barrett, Seyer and Captain
Manby :t and in recent times, particularly when the railway
station was first made and afterwards extended, and
during the great sewage works carried out between \Vestbury-
on-Trym and Sea Mills some few years since.

It appears to be no secret that some trial digging has
taken place. May I add that the entire question is now
being considered, and if Mr. Way is able to arrange matters,
and a special committee is determined to go ‘ahead, I feel
sure it will have the support of members.

From a farm on the Cotswolds, at an altitude of over
700 feet, and several miles south-west of Nailsworth, I have
had brought to me some WNeolithic Flint Weapons and
Implements, and a small lot of Roman Coins, which are upon
the table for your inspection. I need hardly say that I
am making careful inquiries about these interesting finds,
and shall hope to visit the spot at an early date, and possibly
report further.

The finely-worked flints may be described as follows :—

(1) A small dark-stemmed and barbed arrow-head, with
the barbs slightly curving inwards, } in. long by
% in. wide outside the barbs; both sides worked.

(2) A stemmed and barbed arrow-head with taper point,
1 in. long, both sides worked (one barb broken
off)

(3) A light blue leaf-shaped arrow-head, 1} in. long.
The front side worked, but the back at edges
only. '

(4) A beautifully worked specimen, weathered nearly
white, 2} in. long, by about % in. in the widest
part, and } in. thick down the centre ridge. This

1 See Manby (G. W.), Fugitive Sketches of Clifton, etc., with plates

{Bristol, 1802); also Martin (A. T.), on the * Roman Road.” Proc.
Clifton Antiquarian Clyb, vol. i. p. z8.
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has a sharp rounded point, and a square base
4 in. wide. Tt is most symmetrically chipped on
cach side from point to base with cutting edges.
It appears to have been intended for a lance head,
but it may have been used in the fingers as an
implement for cutting or scraping.

It is certainly one of the prettiest specimens I
have handled for a long time.

(5) A black flake, in form ‘an eclongated oval, with
slight sccondary chipping around the edges on one
side, 11 in. long.

(6) Seven various worked flakes (scrapers, knives, ctc.).

The Roman coins, seventeen in number, are all small
brass of the Constantine family. Only one is in fine state,
and this is of Constantine the Great. The inscription reads
as follows :—

Obverse: Head of Emperor to right. CONSTANTINVS AVG.

Reverse: The gate of the Practorian Camp, with one

star over, and S.F at the sides. Around PROVIDENTLE
AVGG, and in the exergue p. CONST.
The remainder are very worn.

And now coming to general subjects, which perhaps form
proper comparison for our gui.dance, I think the most
important event of the year has been the formation of the
London Museum, in temporary quarters at Kensington
Palace, under the directorship of Mr. Guy Laking, F.S.A.

It is evident that London is at last thoroughly roused
with a determination to more carefully protect her history
through the remaining specimens of her architecture, and
by the possible acquirement of all the important relics of past
ages that turn up.

We are told that this Museum is to be * arranged in
periods, in historical sequence,” as far as it is possible, and
will include objects from the Stone Age to the nineteenth
century, the whole forming a collection which one of the
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London daily papers said a few days ago will, when estab-
lished, be ““one of the most cherished possessions of the
capital.”

The founding of this Museum was a great move, and my
earnest hope is that Bristol will some day touch the mantle
of the Metropolis, and become imbued with the same spirit.

" This same spirit of national pride in our possessions.
has been very pronounced at the Victoria and Albert Museum
of recent years, as we might rightly expect: and the last
official report! is a valuable compilation, telling the world
of its great progress, of course largely owing to the additional
space afforded by the new buildings.

And here I wish to draw a contrast—ridiculous it may
be, but possibly helpful—with regard to our architectural
antiquities.

In London these seem to be considered first, in Bristol
they appear to come last.

Following the oversight that occurred when the space
of the Art Gallery was firstly arranged, and no provision had
been made for the larger Bristol relics, the pressure we brought
to bear produced, as you are aware, an apartment in the
‘““ basement,” which was named in the 1907 report, as had
been suggested, the ““ Architectural Court.”

This designation was repeated in 1908, but in that of
1909 it was modified to *“ Architectural Room.”

In 1910, with no heading to draw attention to the depart-
ment, it was referred to under the Bristol or local collection
as the ‘“ Architectural Branch,” in fifteen lines only; and
lastly, in the report just issued for 1911, this collection, which
“exists in the dark,” is wholly ignored, and under the
“ summary of the rooms ” is not mentioned at all ; whereas.
I think we may justly claim that an increasing prominence
is due to this great collection, which is such a valuable asset
to the city.

1 Report for the years 1909 and 1910 on the Victoria and .A4lbert
Museum. London, 1911.
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I have the great privilege of throwing upon the screen
some views of the West Hall, at the Victoria and Albert
Museum, South Kensington, which through the courtesy of
Sir Cecil H. Smith, the Director and Secretary, I have been
permitted to have specially photographed, in order to show
you the setting of some of those glorious specimens of
English Architecture in that wonderful collection.

I will now exhibit for the purpose of comparison some
views on the scrcen of the basement apartment at the Bristol
Museum, in Queen’s Road, which in size is about 40 feet by
30 feet, that space being unfortunately broken by brick
tiers, and the whole lighted artificially !

Bristol’s reputation requires better consideration than
this. The old adage savs, ‘“ Everything comes to those who
wait,” but I would rather we had a galvanised shed with a
good top light than be ensconced as we now are in that great
building.

The following are some of the relics of old Bristol in the
architectural apartment :—

Fourteenth - centurv carved oak entrance doorway,
Spicer’s Hall (pulled down in 1885).

Stone chimney-picce, 1674, from St. Michael’s,

Eighteenth-century carved oak door-head from Temple
Street.

Fragments of seventeenth-century fireplace, Small Street.

Stone fireplace, 1664, from Jacob’s Street.

Seventeenth - century oval plaster medallions, Castle
Green.

Carved stone chimney {rieze, 1600, from old house,
Welsh Back.

Seventeenth-century carved stone chimney frieze, with
arms of Bristol and the Merchant Venturers’.

Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century carved wood
brackets.

Carved stone pinnacles from old Temple Gate.

Stone figures from Lawford’s Gate and Newgate.
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Those who read the London papers from time to time
must be struck with the constant references made to the
older buildings still existing in the city, especially those that
may be in danger of destruction; and in a very recent issue
I noticed the following special paragraphs, all with separate
headings :—

London Architectures: The City Beautiful.

The Foundling Hospital : Visit of Archeologists.

Tlie Tower of London: An Old Picture.

The Disappearing City: A District Surveyor’s Photo-
graphs.

Old Bishopsgate : Some Bygone Landmarks.

An Ancient Fireback, with Illustration: Joiners’ Hall.

An Old Badge of the Bakers, with Illustration : Bakers’
Hall.

In the Datly Telegraph, too, a few months ago a large
view was given of Old Neville’s Court, Fetter Lane, depicting
some of the old houses which threatened to collapse in
probably one of the quaintest spots in the city. I am
showing you a slide from the original negative, as illustrated,
by the courtesy of that paper.

Neville’s Court, which belongs to the Goldsmiths’
Company, possesses a merchant’s mansion and several
cottages, but it is notable principally as possessing the only
garden plots belonging to private houses in the city.

I have a special reason for referring to this view,
and speaking again of London antiquities, it is to lead me
to refer to some splendid work done many years ago by
Mr. Roland Paul, F.S.A.; who has just been clected a member
of this Society.

As an architect and an enthusiastic antiquary, Mr. Paul
privately published in London now nearly twenty years ago
about the same time that I began my annual Archwological
Notes in Bristol—a work entitled Vanishing London, contain-
ing forty plates, and forming as the author then said “ a
series of drawings of many of the old bits still remaining in
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London streets, that of necessity must disappear before
long, and to record some that have lately been pulled
down.”

The plates in this fascinating work include Sir Paul
Pindar’s House, and the fireplace from the old Palace at
Bromley-by-Bow. Both these relics arc now at South
Kensington.

This most interesting volume is to me onc of the best
of its kind, and we badly want a similar work on the Old
Domestic Architecture of Bristol.

An cvent most startling in its new phases, and most
ominous to the antiquary, was tlie announcement made some
months ago that Tattershall Castle, considered to be the
finest medizwval stronghold in the kingdom, together with its
famous fireplaces, had been sold, and would be removed to
Amecrica.

The Castle was crected by Ralph, Lord Cromwell, Lord
Treasurer to King Henry VI, between 1433 and 1443.

Notwithstanding the alarm, and the immediate action
taken to prevent this being carried out, it was too late to
prevent the removal of the wonderful fireplaces, * which were
seriously damaged in being taken down.

We have all heard, through the public press, that the
castle has been saved for the nation through the generous
action of Earl Curzon, but the fitments appear to have been
walved on account of the mutilated condition they are now
in, through being dragged out of their setting.

Most fortunately the authorities at South IKensington
purchased casts of these chimney-pieces as long ago as 186z,
a coincidence that indicates the value in which they were
held half a century since.  Further, it is generally belicved
they were studied by Pugin when he was at work upon
the designs for the internal decoration of the Houses of
Parliament.

1 See Dr. Manscl-Sympson’s paper on ¢ Tattershall Castle and its
Chimney-picces " Trans. Thorotor Soc., vol. xiv. p. 28,
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The question of the retention of our architectural treasures
is everywhere now being very fully discussed, and the loss
of these beautiful specimens, probably the finest fireplaces
in the kingdom, ought to have some effect upon us in Bristol,
for we really should determine to preserve at all cost what
antiquities are yet left in our midst.

Much of this responsibility rests with us, and we must
see to it,

Elizabethan stone fintal at Hock's Mills.





