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Aristol aud Gloncestershive Archaological Saruty.

PROCEEDINGS
AT THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING,
AT WELLS AND GLASTONBURY,

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, June 3rd, 4th and s5th,
19I3.

OuR Summer gathering was favoured with glorious weather,
and a considerable number of members who motored over
Mendip from Bristol thoroughly enjoyed their journey. The
first meeting was held at the fine old library hall of the
Theological College, where the members were welcomed by
the Dean of Wells (who was accompanied by the Principal,
Prebendary Parsons, and Canon Church), on behalf of the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, who, he explained, was unfortu-
nately confined to his bed. Though the report of his lordship
was encouraging, it was quite impossible for him to be with
them that day. The President, Mr. T. Dyer-Edwardes,
acknowledged the welcome. There was a good attendance
of members.

Mr. ArxoLDp E. HURRY, the honorary General Secretary,
read the annual report as follows :—

The number of members on the Society’s list is 555, as against 331
at the time of last report.

The accounts up to 31st December, 1912, have been audited, and
will be printed in the Transactions.

The Society lhas lost through death several prominent members.
AMr. G. B. Witts, who died in September last, had been a member
since 1878, and among the inany occupations of a varied and busy
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profcssional and public carcer had compiled a most valuable con-
tribution to local archwology in his Hand-book of Archeaology and Map
of the County of Gloucester.

Mr. J. W. Arrowsmith, the printer of our T?'ansnctfons, had Deen
a member from the carliest days of the Socicty, and‘al\\‘ays cvinced
the keenest interest in its welfare.

Mr., Walter Sampson, another member, had done uscful work by
compiling the historics of scveral of the Charitable and Educational
Institutions connected with Bristol.

In spitc of these and other gaps causcd by dcath and resignations,
the members show an increase, and reflect the growing interest taken
by this gencration in the study of the past.

The Sumimer Mécting of 1912 was held at Ross in July. There
was a good attendance, and the members were shown much courtesy
and lhospitality in the various places they visited. Through the
kindness of the owners, three stately houses, Goodrich Cowrt, Honme
House and Rudhall House, were visited, and proved attractive featurcs
of the programme.

There has been no Spring Mecting this year, the date of the Summer
Mecting Deing somewhat carlier than usual. In place of a Spring
Meceting it is proposed to hold an Autumn Meeting at Gloucester on
Scptember 3rd, with a visit in the afternoon to Stoke Orchard, Swindon,
and other villages between Cheltenham and Tewkesbury.

The restoration of the tesscllated pavements in the Roman Villa
i Witcombe Park (six miles cast of Gloucester city) has still to be
carricd out. As the owner, Mr. W. I, Hicks-Beach, has expressed
his willingness to have the villa trcated as an ancicut monument, an
inspection was made last March by the Government Inspector of
Ancient Monunients. It is belicved that he was impressed with the
cxtent and antiquarian valuc of the remains, and that he proposes
to formulate, with the assistance of the Architect of his Departent,
a comprchensive scheme for submission to 1L.M. Board of Works., A
considerable sum of money has been collected or promised towards
the cost of repairing and relaying the ilooring of the Roman baths of
the villa, and it is hoped that the Government will make a grant to
carry this and perhaps also other works to completion.

A Bill has recently been introduced in Parliament for cnlarging
andgstrcngthcuing the provisions dealing with the Preservation of
Ancient Monuments. It has, however, not yet been communicated
to this Socicty for criticism.

A substantial sum has, it is understood, been collected for the
repair of the old Church at Kempley (ncar Newent), which contains
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the most important and perhaps the oldest series of mural paintings
in the West of England. Although the work is Dbeing undertaken
independently of this Society, two of our members havé seats on the
Restoration: Committee.

The only work of ecxcavation actively participated in by the
Socicty toolk place at Sea Mills, on the King’s Weston LEstate, near
Bristol.  After being suspended for the winter, operations were
resumed on 19th February last. Numerous foundations of a rough
description were uncovered, the principal articles found consisting
of fragments of Roman pottery, some twenty-five coins, and one or
two bronze ornaments. No tessera, however, were to be found. The
foundations were very.fragmentary and not sufficiently connected to
give the outline of a villa.

The Council has, in conjunction with the Cotteswold Field Club,
had in contemplation the desirability of exploring a cave in the Wye
Cliffs ncar Symonds Yat, and also the excavation of the sitc of a
Romano-British town near Ross. Permission for the first of these
projects has been accorded by the President of the Board of Agricul-
ture, but no work has been undertaken in cither direction as yet.

An interesting find of a Saxon rectangular carved stone was made
last year in Newent Churchyard. By the kindness of tlie Incumbent,
it was exhibited to the Council by Mr. E. Conder, I.S.A., and gave
risc to some discussion. It may have been a portable altar, the
privilege of using which was sometimes accorded by the Pope to persons.
of note, or it may have been made for the express purpose of being
buried in the owner’s grave.

Other finds and Dburials of considerable archaxological interest,
have been made in various parts of the county, and have Dbeen
noticed in the press from time to time.

Through the intervention of the Bristol members, a pre-historic
stone on Redland Green, Bristol, which is supposed to mark an ancient
British road, has been restored to its former site, from which it had
been removed some years ago.

The usual series of winter evening mectings has been held in Bristol.
The following were the papers rcad at these meetings :—

AMonday, October zist, 1912, * Tobacco Pipes of Bristol of the
Seventeenth Century and their Makers,” by J. E. Pritchard,
F.S.A.

Monday, November 11th, 1912, ““ The Banwell Roodloft,” by
the Rev. C. S. Taylor, F.S.A.

Monday, December 9th, 1912, * The History of the Leigh Woods,'”
by Lewis J. U. Way, F.S.A.
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Monday, TFebruary 3rd, 1913, *‘ Bristol Arclizological Notes
for 1912,” by J. E. Pritchard, F.S.A.

Monday, February 17th, 1913, ‘“ Flowers in Stone as applied
to Church Architecture,” by Miss Ida M. Roper, F.L.S.
Monday, March 31st, 1913, *“ Medixeval Parochial Life,” by Charles

E. Bouclier, B.Sc., London.

The attendance, thouglh up to the average, might well be improved.

Through the kindness of thie Bristol University authoritics, the
small Chemical Theatre within the University buildings has been
placed at the disposal of the Socicty for these mectings at a merely
nominal rent.

It is a matter for regret that no arrangements for similar meetings
were feasible in the city of Gloucester. It is hoped that a scrics may
be provided for the winter of 1913-14. R

The Council has met five times during the year, thic mectings being
usually held alternately in Gloucester and Bristol. The Socicty is
much indebted to the Lord Mayor of Bristol and the Mayor of Gloucester
for their courtesy in permitting the Council to hold its meetings in
the old Council Chamber in Bristol and the Guildhall in Gloucester.

It has long been felt that the Headquarters at Gloucester arc
unworthy of a county Archaxological Socicty, and that the accommo-
dation for the Library is inadequate, and the facilities for study arc
too scanty. A Committee has been appointed, and will shortly meet
to consider what steps should be taken to improve matters.

The Socicty is indebted to the following for gifts of books: to
Mr. C. E. Keyser for a copy of Memorials of old Gloucestershirve, and
his own excellent work on Norman Doorways, and also to Messrs.
Joln E. Pritchard, F. F. Tuckett, Lewis J. U. Way, and the Editor
of the Medico-Chirurgical Journal.

The Council desire to nominate for re-clection the President of
Council, the Vice-Presidents, thie Hon. Treasurcr, the Hon. Editor,
the Hon. Sccretary for Bristol, the General Sccretary and the Local
Sccretaries.  They desire also to nominate for clection as a Vice-
President Mr. George William Keeling.

The following members of Council retire by rotation, but arc all
cligible for re-clection: Mr. G. S. Blakeway, Mr. H. Medland, Mr.
C. Il. Dancey, Mr. C. E. Boucher, Mr. O. H. Fowler, Mr. . Molinc.

Coloncl NoeL moved the adoption of the report, and
mentioned that the work at Kempley Church was ncaring
completion,
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Colonel RoutH seconded the motion, which was agreed
to.

On the motion of Mr. Hanvam CrLARk, seconded by
Colonel DuUkE, the following members of the Council were
re-elected or elected : Messrs. G. S. Blakeway, H. Medland,
C. H. Dancey, C. E. Boucher, O. H. Fowler, T. Grimke
Drayton, W. Moline, and the Rev. D. G. Lysons. Mr.
George Wm. Keeling was added to the list of Vice-
Presidents.

The retiring President, acknowledging thanks which were
accorded to him (on the motion of Mr. GRIMKE DRAYTON,
seconded by the Rev. W. B. ATHERTON), said he had just
returned from the West Indies and America. The contrast
between America and the old country was extraordinary.
The charm of the energies of life in the new country gave
place to a feeling of rest and quiet from the turmoil, bustle,
and perpetual strain upon the nerves. He was delighted and
charmed by the expressions of Americans generally as to
the pleasure they had in coming to see us in the mother
land. They never ceased to talk about what they had
seen, and never seemed to tire of coming again and con-
necting themselves either with the monuments of the past
or their ancestors who were laid at rest in our beautiful
churchyards. Although America was so new, it was really
becoming quite respectable in the sense that it was beginning
to grow old. He was struck particularly in Philadelphia and
Virginia with the number of old Georgian houses and
furniture, which took one back to that period. In Virginia
particularly it was interesting to come across houses and
names connected with some of the best families in the mother .
land. In the churchyard of one of the oldest churches in
America he was pointed by a negro verger to a tomb on
which it was recorded that the deceased died on the 31st of
November. He then vacated the chair to his successor, the
Bishop of Gloucester.

The Bishop of Gloucester then took the chair and
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delivered his presidential address, which is printed in this.
volume of the Tranmsactions.

Canon BAzELEy, in proposing a vote of thanks to the
President, said that it was a great satisfaction to them to
come to Wells. Some, perhaps, felt that in Somerset they
were poaching on their neighbours’ preserves, but he knew
that coming with the Bishop of Gloucester as President they
would be welcome.

The vote was heartily accorded, and Canon Crnurcu spoke:
briefly as to the history of the fine room in which the meeting
was held.

The PRESIDENT expressed regret that the Bishop of Bath
and Wells was unable to welcome them, and sympathy with
him in his illness: He also thanked the principal of the
College for lending the room.

In the afternoon the members visited the cathedral
buildings. The Dean gave an address as to its history and
architecture, and mentioned that in the undercroft of the
Chapter House, which had been used as a coal store, they
had discovered evidence that the apartment was formerly
used as a treasury of the church. The Dean and Canon
Scott-Holmes afterwards conducted parties round the
cathedral and other buildings, explaining matters of interest.
In the library they were received by the honorary librarian,
Canon Church, who directed attention to the chief of the
valuable historic possessions there.

Subsequently the members were received at the Palace
by Mrs. Kennion, and at the Deanery by the Dean and Miss
Armitage Robinson, tea being most kindly provided in each
case.

The following notes on Wells Cathedral were prepared
by Canon Bazeley for the programme of the meeting.

Wells derives its name from the springs which feed the moat in the
garden of the Bishop’s Palace.
The city, which has been happy in having no record of revolts,
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ssieges or battles, has grown up continuously around its cathedral;
and from its bishops, in olden days, has received its charters of freedom.

Tradition says that Ine, King of Wessex, founded a college of
secular priests at Wells about A.p. 7035. In a charter of Cynewulf,
dated 766, there is mention made of the * minster,” near the spring
.at Wells, for the better service of God in the Church of St. Andrew.

In 909 King Edward, son of Alfred the Great, formed a new diocese
for Somerset, and placed the bishop's scat at Wells. Little is known
of the Saxon church which served as a cathedral. It probably stood
-on the south side of the present church as foundations of a building,
4oft. X 15ft., and a Saxon worked stone were found there in 1894.1

This church appears to have been rebuilt by Bishop Robert of
Lewes, 1136-66, but not as a cathedral, for Bishop John of Tours
{1088-1122) had removed the Sec to Bath.

The carliest architecture in the present cathedral is Transitional
Norman of the last quarter of the twelfth century: it would appear,
therefore, that it owes its foundation to Bishop Reginald de Bohun,
1174-91, and that he built the three western bays of the choir, the
transepts, the castern bays of the nave, and the north porch. Perhaps
the work of construction went on during the rule of Bishop Savaric,
1192-1205 ; but he was often abroad, and when he was at home he
was engaged in a fierce feud with the monks of Glastonbury. Moreover
these were troublous times throughout the kingdom. In 1206 Jocclin
Troteman de Welles was made bishop, and during the thirty-six yecars
-of his rule the cathedral, including the famous west end, was completed
westward. In 1248 an carthquake overthrew the vaulting (tholus)
-of the central tower, and during the time ot Bishop Bytton, who died
in 1274, a good deal of work was done in the transepts, as may be seen
by changes in the style of the architecture.

At the closc of the thirtecenth century the beautiful chapter house
with its Early English undercroft, Geometrical staircase and Decorated
walls was begun. During the time of Dean John de Godelee (1306-
33) the central tower was raised in height, and the chapter house
was finished. In 1326 the lady chapel was ready for consccration.
Under Bishop Ralph de Shrewsbury (1329-63) the choir was recon-
structed, and later on the Retro-choir, connecting the Presbytery
with the lady chapel, was built. Bishop Harewell (1367-86) provided
two-thirds of the cost of rebuilding the south-west tower, and
Bishop Bubwith (1407-24) left by his will funds for the completion
-of its companion on the north-west. Thus the cathedral was finished,

1 Sce Mr. St. John Hope's paper on the first Cathedral Church offWells, Somerset 4. S.
Proc., Iv. pp. 85-96, and Canon Church's remarks, pp. 35, 30.
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and later builders bestowed their energics on the surrounding buildings.
Bishop Jocelin had built the bishop’s palace about 1240, Bishpp
Bubwith built the chapel of the vicars’ close, and Bishop
Beckington (1443-65) recast the hall. He moreover built the gateways
which bear his name. Dean Gunthorpe (0b. 1498) built the deanery.

The thirteenth-century front of the cathedral was described by the
late Professor E. A. Freeman as “‘ a stone screen erected for the display
of statuary.”” He spoke of the sculpture as the finest in England,
but condemned this addition to the nave as “ bad architecture.” Be
this as it may, Wells is justly proud of its Valhalla, and the general
cffect to the unprejudiced beholder is exceedingly beautiful. Ferguson
said that this west front was comparable with those of Chartres
and Rheims, Here, as clsewhere, it has been a common usage to
underrate the artistic powers of our English sculptors, and attribute
the carving, because it is good, to foreigners. It is difficult to persuade
-our countrymen that anything first-rate could have been done by
‘natives.

The figures are arranged in nine tiers. In the lowest tier forty-three
niches out of sixty are empty, the iconoclast having found it compara-
tively easy to do mischief at this low level. The statues that remain
‘probably represent saints whose cult was most popular in the thirtcenth
century. The second tier consists of thirty-two quatrefoils, eleven
-empty, and the rest containing half-length figures of angels. The
third ticr, also consisting of quatrefoils, contains thirty-five subjects
{out of forty-nine) from Holy Writ, ranging from the Fall to Pentecost.
The fourth and fifth tiers, containing 108 figures out of 116, represent
kings, popes, bishops and nobles. The subject of the sixth tier is
the resurrection of the dead, the figures being nude. The seventh
‘tier is full of angels, and the cighth holds the twelve apostles. Above
all is our Lord scated in glory. A description of the west front by
Mr. St. John Hope will be found in the fifty-fifth volume of the Somerset
A. & N.H.S. Procs. and also in Archeologia, vol. lix, pp. 143-206.
“The central tower is Transitional Norman beclow and Decorated above.
The north porch is part of Bishop Reginald’s work (1174-91), probably
the last. It is difficult to explain why it is earlier than the five western
bays of the nave. Is it possible that there was an ecarlier nave still
standing when the porch was built, and that it was retained until
Bishop Jocelin's time for the purpose of divine worship, whilst the
rest of the cathedral was being built ? The capitals of the entrance
archway of the porch on the eastern side illustrate the martyrdom
of St. Edmund. In the gable is a window which gave light to the
parvise, the chamber above the vaulting.
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The passage over the Chain Gate, built by Bishop Beckington and
his exccutors, ¢. 1460—;0, connects the Chapter House with the Vicars'
Closc. The Chapter House is octagonal in form. Had Wells been a
monastic institution this Dbuilding would have adjoined thc cloister
on the south side of the church. The cloister was rebuilt in the fifteenth
century, the castern alley ¢. 1440-350, and thie western alley ¢. 1460-70.
The library over the cast walk contains many interesting MSS. which
have Dbeen turned to g‘?:)od account by the crudite librarian, Canon
Church, in his papers on Bishops Reginald, Savaric, Jocelin and Roger
in Archeologia, vols. 1, 1i and lii.

The sculpture within the porclh is full of interest.

The nave is a delightful example of Transitional Norman developing
into Early English towards the west. The two arcades consist cach of
nin¢ pointed arches with clustered columns, and capitals richly orna-
mented with conventional foliage, birds, beasts, fishes and human beings.
The triforium is a continuous arcade of lancet arches, and there is a
lofty clerestory above it. The aisles of the nave arc similar in style
to the nave itself. The windows of the aisles, clerestory and transepts
arc filled witli Perpendicular tracery.

Two hexagonal chapels, opposite onc another under the ninth arch,
were crccted, the onc on the north side for Bishop Bubwith, who dicd
1424, and left money for the library, and that on the south side for
Trcasurer Hugh Sugar. The pulpit was crected in the time of Henry
VIII by Bishop IXnighit, who died in 1547. The most striking fcaturcs,
as you look castwards {from the nave, arc the inverted arches forming
a St. Andrew’s Cross, with a pair of spectacles in the spandrels. Three
suchi arches support the upper story of the tower, added in the
fourtcenth ceutury to the Early English or Transitional base.

But for this contrivance the central tower would long ago have
collapsed, as it threatened to do soon after it was built. The choir
screen, on which rests a modern organ, was built in the fourtecenth
century. The transepts are Transitional Norman, and are less ornate
than the nave. Much of the interesting carving on the piers probably
dates from the later half of the thirteenth century, when the damage
done by the fall of the tholus, or tower vaulting, in 1248 was made good.
The frequent illustration of toothache in the carving is said to have had
its origin in the miraculous power of curing this troublesome malady
ascribed to William Bytton, who died in 1274, and was canonised.
Two members of this Gloucestershire family were bishops of Bath and
Wells.  The font in the south transcpt is a pleasing combination of
twelfth and sixtcenth-century Romanesque. At the south cnd are
the tombs of Bishop de Marchia, who died 1302, and, by tradition,
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Joan, Lady Lisle, who died in 1463. The niention of this lady reminds
us of the Battle of Nibley Green, near Berkeley, in 1469, when her
young son, Thomas Talbot, was slain by the adherents of William,
Lord Berkeley. On tlic cast side of the south transept are the two
chapels of St. Martin and St. Calixtus, now used as vestries. On the
south side of the latter chapel is Dean Husse's tomb, 13035, with carvings
of the Annunciation, etc. The corresponding chapels of the north
transept are dedicated to St. David and the Holy Rood. On the west
wall is a clock which always attracts the attention of visitors. Canon
‘Church has described it in the Somerset 4. & N.H.S. Procs., v, 97—103.
The dial represents the movements of the heavenly bodies round the
earth in twenty-four hours and thirt»y days, and dates perhaps from the
fourteenth century. The dress of “ Jack Bandifer,” and of the
““ knights ”* who career on horseback, as though they were taking part
in a tournament, is the outcome of restoration. The two knights who
act as quarter-jacks, outside the transept, wear the armour of the latter
half of the fifteenth century; their prototypes may have fought at
Tewkesbury, in 1471.

We now enter the choir, which has arcades of six bays on each side.
‘The three western bays are Transitional Norman, probably the carliest
work in the cathedral. The three eastern bays are late Decorated,
and were added by Bishop Ralph, of Shrewsbury (1329-63). This bishop
also connected the lady chapel of his predecessor with the presbytery
by the beautiful retro-choir. Ralph also seems to have altered the
earlier bays of the choir by casing the triforium and reconstructing
the clerestory, so as to match the new work. The stall work is modern,
with the exception of the misereres, which are described in a paper by
Canon Church read before the Society of Antiquaries, in 1896. The
Jesse window, of remarkable beauty, over the high altar, was described
in a sermon preached in the cathedral by Canon Church in 1890. The
ambulatory chapels of St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist
form a second pair of transepts. The choir aisles and chapels contain
some good sixteenth and seventeenth-century glass. The lady chapel,
polygonal in form, was finished in 1326 ; here also is some good glass.
One of the most remarkable parts of the cathedral is the chapter house.
The staircase ascends from a doorway in the castern aisle of the north
transept. At the cighteenth step one part branches off to the right to
the chapter house, whilst the other is continued to the bridge over the
Chain Gateway. Each of the cight sides of the chapter house contains
a window of four lights with Geometrical tracery. Beneath the windows
is an arcade of fifty-one stalls. The vaulting springs from a single
<lustered column in the middle of the building. The chapter house was
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finished in 1319, having been erected during the rule of Dean Godelee
(13035~33) and Bishop Drokensford (1309-29).

The deanery, which is a perfect specimen of a medixeval dwelling,
was rebuilt by Dean Gunthorpe (1472-98). The ground floor, with the
exception of two halls, was occupied chiefly by domestic offices, the
principal rooms being on the first floor. The room in the north wing,
described by Mr. J. H. Parker as the carlier medizval hall, has been
restored by the present Dean, who, I understand, does not believe it
ever was the hall, and uses it as his domestic chapel.  The following is
a brief summary of Mr. Parker’s description of it in his Architectural
Antiquities of Wells, Oxford, 1866 :—* This hall at its upper cnd has
two beautiful bay windows with vaults of rich fan-tracery. At the
lower end is a wide stone arch carrying a small chamber with three
windows, thought to be a minstrel’s gallery. At the north end of the
arch is a staircase lcading to the guest chambers. Under the arch is a
recess resembling a piscina—this was used by the guests for washing
their hands as they passcd into the hall. At the upper end of the hall,
at tlic back of the dais, is a room which Henry VII is said to have
occupiecd when he came to Wells with an army in pursuit of Perkin
Warbeck. Tlie exterior of this north wing, the garden front, is very
rich and picturesque, and is engraved in Pugin’s Examples of Domestic
dvchitecture. The device of Dean Gunthorpe, a gun, the Yorkist badge
of the Rose en soleil, and the Tudor Rose, appear on the pancls of the
oriel window. The sccond, which was used by Edward IV, has led »
archzologists to fix the date of the completion of the deanery as being
previous to 1483. But they have overlooked the fact that Henry VII
usced the Yorkist badges in right of his queen, Elizabeth of York, just
as lie combined the white rose with the red.

At Prinknash Park, in olden days one of the homes of the Abbots
of Gloucester, and now the home of our President for 1gr2-r13, Mr.
Dycr-Edwardes, the Falcon and Fetterlock within a Tudor or double
rosc is carved on the beam of the hall as the badge of Queen Elizabeth
of York, Lady of the Manor of Brimpsficld, 1492.!

1t is likely that the deancry was finished during the carlier part
of the reign of Henry VII (x>483—98), and that these three are the badges
of the builder, the king, and the quecen.

The bishop’s palace was founded by Bishop Joceline (1205-77), and,
as complcted in the thirteenth century, appears to have formed a
quadrangle, the bishop’s present house being on the cast, the kitchen
and offices on the north, the chapel, built by Bishop Burnell (1275-92),

1 ¢ History of Prinknash Park,” by W. Bazeley, Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. vii.,
p- 274- '
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on the south, and a gateway and wall, now destroyed, on the west.
Only the ruins of the great hall, built by Bishop Burnell, now remain.
The gate house on the north-west was built by Bishop Ralph, of Shrews-
bury (1329-63), and he constructed the enclosing wall and excavated
the moat. The interior of the palace is described by Mr. Parker in the
Architectural Antiquities of Wells, pp. 4-15. The bishop’s barn is a fine
example of early fiftcenth-century work.

The archdeacon’s hiouse appears to have been of importance almost
cqual to that of the deanery. The house was originally built in the
time of Edward I (1272-1307). The hall was large and imposing, and
occupied the whole height of the building. It still retains its fine open
timber roof of the carly part of the fifteenth century. Polydore Virgil,
the chronicler, dwelt in this louse, and is said to have written his
history in the solar, or attic, with the small round window, at the cast
end. This house was bought in 1879 by the Trustees of the Wells
Theological College, and carefully restored for the use of the Principal.

In the evening Mr. St. George Gray delivered a lecture in the town-
hall upon the lake dwellings of Somerset, with special attention to
the finds at the excavations which he is now conducting at Mecare.
This lecture in its broad outline had been read to the Society at a
recent winter mecting in Bristol, but was not only new to many visitors
from Gloucester and Cheltenham, but contains many references to
the ldtest discoveries in the field in which the operations, which are
conducted at the expense of the Somerset Society, were begun in 1903.
Mecare lake village lies threce miles from Glastonbury lake village,
on the fringe of what is still called Meare Poole, and is marked in
Speed’s map of the sixteenth century as a large lake. Excavations
have been conducted at Meare for the past three years, and whereas
the Glastonbury village has been wholly explored, only a few of the
dwellings have been unearthed in this much larger and more numerous
clusters of hearths. The dwellings consisted of circular floors of clay,
superimposed—in one at Meare no fewer than cleven different hearths
were shown and surrounded by walls of daub-and-wattle, about
6 ft. high, the conical roof, presumably of rushes, being supported by
a central oak post, the stump of which could be secen in several of the
exposcd hearths. Flooring-boards have been found, and thresholds
and door steps, and in the sub-structure of onc of the recently-
excavated dwellings at Meare have Dbeen revealed hurdlewood and
brushwood, excellently preserved, and oak timbers and morticed
beams, With evidence of this early carpentry and implements attending
the Tron Age—the date of the village colony is assigned 200 B.c. to
A.D. 60, and is entirely pre-Roman—there are also found flint chips
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.and quite recently a polished celt of the neolithic type, which is only
tlic second stone axc that has been discovered at Mcare, and docs
not lead to any question as to the comparative accuracy of the date
assigned to the colony. From thic nature of the antiquities discovered
in the villages, the type of native that immediately preceded the
Roman occupation of Somerset was highly industrious and advanced.

Hundreds of antiquitics have been found in the villages. The
hand-made pottery includes complete vessels up to 13 in. in leight.
‘One fragment in cvery seven is ornamented with incised designs, some
of which are very intricate. The ornaments and utensils are those
of an industrious race. The inhabitants were excellent carpenters
and craftsmen. They were skilful mectallurgists, and their furnaces
-and crucibles have been revealed.  Judging from the objects of wood
-and shale, they were familiar with the lathe. Their bronze-working
was of a high order, but enamecls are absent. The iron objects are
varied, and include currency-bars (one tin coin was found). \Weapons
arc rarcly met with, indicating a peaceful people. Snaftle-bits and
other horse furniture have bLeen found, also the remains of wheels.
Objects of bone and antler are numerous, especially combs, bobbins, etc.,
connccted with weaving, and parts of looms have been revealed. Of
personal ornament there is a good varicty, including glass and amber
beads, Lronze rings and brooches of La Téne II and III types. Corn
is found, and scveral saddle and rotary querns.

Most of the domesticated animals were of small breeds, and the
remains of aquatic birds, including pelican, arc numerous. The human
remains of Glastonbury village were {found chiclly outside the
palisading. These individuals were long-headed, but they will perhaps
be differentiated from the sculls of the carly Iberians on some well-
defined ostcological basis. The ccmeteries of the villagers arc at
present unknown.

We are inclined to assign these lacustrine habitations to about
200 B.c. to A.n. 6o. The influence of Roman culture had not reached
these places when they were abandoned, and this exclusion of all
but purcly native art renders these carly Iron Age remains the more
important.

On Wednesday morning an carly start was made for the lake
village at Mcare.

To the north and west of Glastonbury is a low-lying tract of peat-land
«drained by the rivers Parret and Brue, a locality which was probably
once a basin-shaped cstuary open to the Scvern Sea. In nedicval
times this marshy ground was drained, but at the end of the sixteenth
ccentury a large lake called ““ Meare Pool ”* still existed. Speed’s map
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also includes the name of ‘* The Belgae,” and there is a firmly-rooted
tradition that a colony of this people formerly occupied Glastonbury.

The Glastonbury lake village is on the cast side of “ The Pool,”

* and since its discovery it has been completely excavated (1892-1907).
About ninety dwellings covered some three acres, and they were enclosed
by a border-palisading of large piles. There was a landing-place on
the east side. The dwellings consisted of circular floors of clay,
superimposed, and surrounded by walls of daub-and-wattle (about
6 ft. high), the conical roof, presumably of rushes, being supported by
a central oak post. The clay and stonc hearths were about 3% ft.
across. Flooring-boards have been found, also thresholds and doorsteps.

The Meare lake village is on the opposite side of “ The Pool,”
about three miles from the other village. Excavations have been
conducted there since 1910, and will be continued shortly. Few
dwellings have yet been examined, and up to the present no palisading
has been found. '

Meare, which derives its name from a large lake formerly cxisting
on the north side of the village, was granted to Glastonbury Abbey
in the seventh century by Cenwalch, King of Wessex, 643-64.

In Domesday it is spoken of as an island of sixty acres with ten
fishermen and three fisheries. It was one of the manors appropriated
by Bishop Savaric, but was restored to the monks in 1218. The lake
was draincd in 1801, but it seems probable that if the peat continues
to be removed at the present rate it will resume ere long its original
character.

The manor house, which is probably of carly fourteenth-century
date, occupics a square enclosure, a third of which consists of an open
court. The barn, dovecotes, and stables attached to the liouse were
pulled down in 1827. The hall, which is Go ft. by 22 ft., has a fine
hooded fireplace and a window of five lights. The two lights below
the transom have never been glazed, and retain the original wooden
shutters.

The so-called Fish House is about 200 yards to the cast of the
wanor house. The plan is a parallelogram. The ground floor is
divided into three rooms, in onc of which is a fireplace with a small
protruding oven.

An external staircasc leads to the first floor, which is divided into
two rooms. This liouse is interesting as being an almost unaltered

. <xample of a small domestic building of the late fourteenth century.

The chancel of Mcare Church dates from the time of Abbot Sodbury,
1322-35. The south door of the nave has some fine iron work of the
‘fourteenth century.

WoL. XXXVI



18 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQI3.

The visit to Glastonbury Abbey in the afternoon was made the
more interesting by the personal guidance so kindly and courteously
given by Mr. Bligh Bond, the Diocesan Architect to the Diocese of
Bath and Wells.

The Benedictine conventual Church of St. Pcter and St. Paul,
consisted at the time of the Dissolution, A.b. 1539, of a rectangular
choir and retro-clioir with five (William of Worcester says ‘“ four ™)
chapels, northh and south transepts cach with two castern chapels, a
central tower, nave with nortlh and south aisles and north porch, a
Galilee or western narthex, and beyond this the lady chapel generally
known as the Chapel of St. Joseph of Arimathea. The whole length
of the building was s8o ft., or, if a Chapel of St. Dunstan which lay
westward of the lady chapel be added, 638 ft. Tor the last five
years Mr. Bligh Bond has been engaged in excavating parts of the
church and conventual buildings, and has thrown light on many points
of doubt and difficulty. '

In 1908-cg, Mr. Bligh Bond ecxcavated the Edgar Chapel at the
cast end. This was built by Abbot Beere, 1493-1525, and extended
by Abbot Whiting, 1524-39. Its total length is nearly go ft.

The four western bays of thie choir, the crossing with the great
central tower 240 ft. high above it, the transepts, thce nave and the
Lady Chapel were built after the great fire, which in 1184 completely
gutted the former churches.

The Lady Chapel, which stands on the site of the ancient British
wicker-work church, vetusta ecclesia, and its Celtic, Saxon, and Norman
successors, was so far completed as to be fit for consecration by Bishop:
Reginald de Bolun in 1186, Then Henry the Second’s Chamberlain,
Ralph TFitz Steplien, who was Sheriff of Gloucestershire, 1171-74,
went on with the rebuilding of the major ccclesia, and when Henry I
died, in 1189, it was well advanced. Tor a while, liowever, owing
to the disputes between Bishop Savaric and the monks, the work
was arrested, nor was it quite finished until 1303, 119 years after its
commencement.

In thie nicanwhile the Galilee was constructed, in the Early English
style, to connect the great churclt with the lady chapel.

A Gloucestershire Abbot, Adam de Sodbury, 1322-23, vaulted
part of the nave, and Abbot Walter Monyngton, who I imagine belonged
to the Herefordshire family of that name,! vaulted the choir and added
two bays to the Presbytery.

Mr. Bligh Bond has been able to show that the two western towers
of the nave were built between 1233 and 1291, and that the date of

1 Records of Gloucester Cathedral, vol. ii. p. 168.
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the north porch was 1303-34. On the south of the Galilee, attached
the south-west tower of the nave, he has found traces of a small building
which lie conjectures may have been the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre,
built by Abbot Bcere, ¢. 1520, for his last resting-place.

The conventual buildings appear to have followed the usual Bene-
dictine plan, and were on the south side of the church. On the east
of the cloisters, adjoining the south wall of the south transept were the
slype or passage leading to thc monks’ cemetery, the rectangular
chapter house, rebuilt 1342-1420, and the under croft of the great
dorter or dormitory. To the south of the cloister was the under croft
of the refectory or frater, with a lavatory and wardrobe in the cloister
walk, as at Gloucester. To the west of the frater were butterics,
pantrics, and the great kitchen. On the west side of the cloister would
be the guest house, almonry, etc., etc. The abbot’s house stood against
the south-west angle of the refectory, and the prior’s lodgings are
believed to have been more to the eastward.

The abbey arms were : ¢ vert, a cross buttonée argent, on a canton
of the last the Virgin Mary, holdmg in her right arm the Holy Child,
and in her left hand a cross proper.”

Of all this once magnificent abbey, the following parts alone remain
above ground : The piers of the central tower with two transitional
Norman archies and the ruins of an castern chapel on the north side,
and one arch on the south side, four bays of the south aisle of the choir,
the wall of the nave adjoining the north cloister walk, the castern arch
of the Early English Galilee, and the ruins of the Transitional Norman
lady chapel or Chapel of St. Joscph. '

South of the Galilec arc scanty remains of the almonry (?), and
beyond these the abbots’ kitchen, which has been better preserved
than any other part. The outer walls form a square, but each of the
angles, which served as fireplaces and chimneys, is cut off diagonally
by inner walls forming an octagon. Irom thesc cight walls springs a
stcep stone-tiled octagonal roof, which is crowned by a double lantern,
On the south of the lady chapel, in what was the cemetery for distin-
guished patrons of the abbey, is a sacred well.

Though some pilgrims may approach Glastonbury in a spirit of
healthy scepticism, this abbey will always have an attraction, greater
perhaps than any other in the country, because of its antiquity, and
because of the beautiful legends which have mingled with its history.
It would appear to have existed in some form as early as the fifth
century ; and as Somersct was not conquered by the West Saxons
until they had become Christian, it was never completely destroyed,
nor werc its carlier inhabitants exterminated.
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If it be truc that Arthur, whose name is said to mecan an over-king,
led the British forces to victory against the Saxons at Mount Badon,
A.D. 520, why should it not be equally truc that he and his qucen
were buried at Glastonbury ?  Geraldus Cambrensis tells us that hie was
present, in 1191, when a large flat stone was found bearing the following
inscription :(—Here lies buried in the island of Avalonia the venowned
King Arthur. Below this stone, lic says, were thic bones of Arthur and
Guincvere.  Leland, in the time of Henry VIII, saw the tomb in the
choir, to which these precious relics had been removed.  Older than the
legend of Arthur and the Holy Grail is another, anent the coming of
Joseph of Arimathea, and his burial at Glastonbury. That this was
generally credited in the carly days appears most probable, and there
arc grounds for supposing that the story is onc which, though employcd
Ly the Glastonbury fathers for their own purposcs, was by no means
cntirely their own invention. As late as 1662 Joseph’s reputed tomb
was still pointed out in the chapel which bears his name.

The Celtic Abbey of Glastonbury owed its renovation in the beginning
of the cighth century to Inc, King of Wessex, and to his spiritual adviser,
Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne. At the closc of the tenth century
Dunstan became its abbot and rcformer. Under the patronage of the
Norman king it became so rich that it owned onc-cighth of the Somersct
land. Bishop Savaric, of whom we have heard above, obLtained a
grant of this abbey from Richard I, and assumed the title of Bishop of
Bath and Glastonbury. In 1218 the monks were freed from this
subjection. The last Abbot of Glastonbury sat in Parliament in the
summer of 1539, together with the last Abbot of Gloucester. That same
year witnessed his cruel and unjust cxecution on the sunimit of Glaston-
bury Tor. William Parker dicd a natural death a few months previously,
or Whyting’s fate might well have been his also.

In the cvening the annual dinner of the Socicty was held at the Swan
Ilotel, with the President in the Chair, the Bishop of Glouccester, and the
members were afterwards the guests, at the Town Hall, of the officers
and members of the Wells Natural History and Archaological Socicty.
At this mecting a valuable and charmingly simple collection of silver
plate, dating from the reign of Charles 11, and including a fine salt and a
flat-topped tankard belonging to the vicar’s choral, was shown, and
the members cnjoyed the privilege of listening to an address from Mr.
H. E. Balch, F.S.A., upon the structurc of the ancient water courses
of the Axc through the Mendips, and the discoveries of various ages
found at the outlet of that river at Wookey Hole.  Mr. Balch has, of
coursc, had an important predecessor in antiquarian rescarch at Wookey
in Professor Boyd Dawkins, who devoted his energics to what is called
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the hyena cave. But Wookey Hole has been known from time im-
memorial. Its very name is the Welsh for a cave, and its famous
““Witch *’ has sunk deep into the legendary lore of Somerset. It was
despoiled, too, of its many natural beauties in stalactite and stalagmite
pillars in the eighteenth century,when Pope built his villa at Twickenham
and wished to decorate his grotto—a piece of vandalism which might
have been made more thorough if subsequent caves, difficult of access
and not yet opened up to the ordinary visitor, who is not prepared to
dirty his clothes, had been known in that day. In five years’ devoted
work, entirely voluntary and prolific of many valuable discoveries,
Mr. Balch and his colleagues have accomplished much to give accurate
knowledge to thie many scenes enacted in the spacious recesses of Wookey
Hole in ages long ago. Thestoryof the goatherd gained in the narration
because tlie spot where this simple shepherd of tlie Tron Age had died
and fallen away was shown, and the place where lie stabled his goats
was pointed out—goats that died of starvation tethered to a staple
because their herdsman was too enfeebled to let them go.  The “ finds >’
too in thie gradually accumulated earth at the mouth and first few yards
of the cave are of a kind that enable Mr. Balch to enter into spirited
rivalry with Dr. Bulleid and Mr. St. George Gray in the excavations at
the lake villages of Glastonbury and Meare. At Wookey it has been
placed beyond doubt that the chief civilisation was of the same period
as that at the lake villages. Members of the same tribe occupied both
places, the ‘“ Hole ”” being given over to the poorer crowd, while their
wealthier colleagues enjoyed comparative immunity from danger
(malaria excepted) in the seccurity of their wattle dwellings on the
margin of the lake.

In the course of the excavations pottery of exceptional interest
has been discovered, the Celtic level having developed, as tlic entrance
of thie cave dwelling was approached, in such a way as to prove an
occupation almost confined to the entrance in the carlier years. Several
variations of ornate designs in the C curve occurred at the very basc
of the deep levels, and lay beneath the ashes of the first fires lit in the
cave. This pottery doubtless belonged to the incised ware which
in France is confined to Armorica, and which is lield to be related to
the painted warc of the other parts of Gaul. The work done at Wookey
Hole must be taken to prove conclusively that the pottery of tlie deeper
levels, closely agreeing with that of the lake villages, must range
back at the least to zoo to 230 B.c. Allowing even this, the rate of
accumulation of the floor débris must have been much more rapid
in the carlicr part of the occupation. The strange mixing of animal
(food) bomes and shattered human bones has continued, though they
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are not found in the carliest deposit in which is the poltery decorated
with C curves. Human jaw and limb bones, embedded in undisturbed
ash, and purposecly crushed and broken, have constantly occurred.
Amongst the finds are weaving combs, a dccoratéd antler check picce,
iron and bronze objects, bone pins, necedles and other implements,
pottery moulding implements and other objects. )

The lecture, which was a most instructive preliminary to the visit
to the cave, was admirably delivered by an antiquary whose appetite
scems whetted by success for further discovery, and was made the
more interesting by the excellence of the slides illusirating the caverns
and the various discoveries in bones, iron implements, and highly
ornate pottery.

Another full day faced the members on the last morning of their
meeting, A varied and interesting programme had been arranged,
the neighbourhood of Wells providing ample material for the morning
round, despite the fact that on the first day of the meeting scveral
hours had been officially devoted to a survey of the antiquitics of
the city. Although the Cathedral and the medixval buildings of the
Bishop’s Palacc and the Deanery had been inspected on that day,
there was more than sufficient remaining to keep several members
of the party away from the vast and profoundly ancient recesses of
Wookey Hole, which was an alternative portion of the morning’s
programme. Those who did not dive into the depths of the ““ Hole ”
cnjoyed an ecxceptional opportunity of viewing parts of the Vicars’
Close that are scldom open to visitors: they were able to inspect
some of the fourtcenth-century houses, and under the guidance of
the Rev. W. E. Hodgson, Pricst-Principal of the College, they were
shown the hall and Chapel, and had explained to them the historical
valuc of the picture hanging in the hall, and showing the vicars
petitioning Bishop Ralf to give them a dwelling-place.  The picture
is believed to be a copy made in Elizabeth's reign of an older
picture,

A visit was first paid to the Vicars® Close, or Close Hall, as it was
always called in the seventcenth and cightcenth centuries, which
was first built about 1346-48 by Bishop Ralf, who incorporated the
vicars into a college. The buildings consist of two rows of houses,
twenty-six in all, originally divided into about forty scts of chambers
of the same size and design.  Iach habitation had a living room with
a bedroom above, a yard at the back, and a little garden in front bounded
by a dwarf wall with a gateway. The late Mr. J. H. DParker restored
onc sct of chambers (No. 22) to almost the original pattern. Bishop
Ralf built the hall (except the eastern part necar the cntrance gateway,
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added about 1500 by Richard Pomeroy, a vicar) and the store chamber
beucath the hall, and the kitchen, buttery, and Dbakeclhouse. He also
probably built the lower story of the chapel (though some say this
was built in Bishop Bubwith’s time (1407-24),) incorporating in the
spandrels of the arches of the windows some fragments of sculptured
ornament of an eatlier date. The chapel was originally entered from
the west end. Bishop Beckington’s cxecutors spent a Jarge sum of
money, on the close towards the end of the fifteenth century building
the vicar’s library over the chapel and restoring or rebuilding thic houses.
The arms of Beckington or his executors appear on all the octagonal
chimneys of the close.

Bishop Beckington (1443-65) himsclf built both the chain gateway
across the road connecting the Vicar’s Close with the Cathedral, and
the grand flight of steps with the tower leading from the close to the
hall over which is the vicar's exchequer, with a muniment room and
also a strong room in the tower itself.  The hall with these accom-
panying buildings is quite unique and well worth carcful attention.
The interior of the hallis now divided into two portions, which detracts
from its beauty. The castern portion retains much of its old oak
panclling of beautiful linenfold pattern: there is also a pulpit over
the fireplace, made in the thickness of the wall. Benecath the hall is a
large chamber, the old storchouse of the vicars, which, with the old
kitchen and brewhouse and bakery, now forms a dwelling-house, once
restored and occupicd by J. H. Parker, now in the possession of the
writer of these notes.  The old fireplace with an assortment of spits, cte.,
still remains in the kitchen.  These buildings are of much interest,
and present some problems to the student of arcliitecture.

There is extant an account of the consecration of the chapel in 1496,
but whether this was to a sccond consccration is uncertain. The vicars
possess some valuable seventeenth-century silver and a quantity of
pewter.

Before leaving the close a device of the builders to give it an
appearance of greater length than it really possesses shonld be noted.
The width from liouse to house at the top end is 56 {t., and at the bottom
or south end 63 ft., while the width between the garden walls is 19 ft.
at the top and 26 ft. at the bottom. There used to be two wells in
tlie close, onc at cach cnd.

The party was received at St. Cuthbert's Church by the Vicar, the
Rev. Prebendary Beresford.

The date of the first churchi is unknown, but the dedication implies
a Saxon origin, for St. Cuthbert was not a saint who would be favoured
by Norman builders,  This dedication to a northern saint is curious,
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but is due perhaps to the veneration in which he was held by King
Alfred.

This Saxon church or chapel was replaced by a larger Norman
building in the twelfth century, being endowed by Bishop Godirey
(1123-35) with half a hide of land. All that remains of this Norman
building is a fragment of a piscina and a piece of moulding on the
western exterior of St. Cuthbert’s chapel by the south porch. Probably
through the instigation of Bishop Jocelin (1206—42), who gave the
advowson to the dean and chapter, the citizens rebuilt their church
in the Early English style.  This thirtcenth-century church was
cruciform in shape with a central tower, but the only remains of it
in the original style arc a window in the south transept and another
on the north side of the church in the building generally known as the
exchequer, and the capitals, bases, and parts of the shafts of the pillars
in the mnave, which were heightened when the church was rebuilt
later.

Building of some sort was going on most of the time from about
1340 till the days of Henry VII. In the carlier part the chancel was
restered, and the chapels on the north and south sides of the nave were
built, the former, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, being a guild chapel
for the merchants of the town. During the end of the fourteenth
century and the first half of the fifteenth century a great reconstruction
took place, amounting to a rebuilding of the church.

The magnificent west tower, described by Freeman as sccond to no
other in Somerset except Wrington, was completed by 1430. ““ The
old central tower with its lower arches was left standing, but both the
chancel and nave and aisle were raised in height, and the old bases
and piers and capitals were used again, the shafts being increased by
several feet to allow of the flat roof of the nave aisle.  Above the nave
arches rosc the clerestory windows, with the flat roof and the flat timber
ceiling witl its carved figures, angels, and shields.”

There are two wonderful reredoses in the nortli and soutl portions
of the transept, but they have been sadly mutilated. Both the altars
in the transept were dedicated to tne Blessed Virgin Mary, the reredos
on thie south side illustrating the gencalogy of Our Lady and the
prophecy of Isaial xi. 1.

The central tower fell at the beginning of tlie reign of Llizabeth,
and was not rebuilt, whicl is probably an advantage, as the low arches
supporting it must have spoilt the general effect of the later work,

There is a beautiful pulpit of the reign of Charles I.

A defect in the exterior of the tower, whicli detracts from its beanty,
sliould be noticed : the windows have been almost filled up with flat
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stones, whicl give it a blind appearance. This cannot be an- original
arrangement.

Another party visited Wookey Hole, which is the name of a cave:
within two miles of Wells. It is an active waterway, the subterranean
Axe flowing through its entirc length. It is hollowed in dolomitic
conglomerate, which here abuts against the carboniferous timestone,
filling in an carly gorge.

There are several Ievels, through one of whichi, high above the river,
the cave is entered.

On the castern side of the raviue are numecrous tributary caves, left
behind in the formation of the valley, and onc of these is the Hyxna.
Den of Professor Boyd Dawkins.,

Mr. H. E. Balch, I'.S.A., writes: “* A few ycars since we accidentally
discovered that the entrance of the great cave had been used as a
dwelling, and for some yecars a party of volunteers, under my direction,
systematically excavated the floor debris, with the object of proving
the extent of this occupation. This certainly commenced at a very
carly date in the early Iron Age, and terminated with the evacuation
of Britain by the Roman legions.

‘“ The debris of the Roman age was only six inches in thickness,
though it practically covered the whole period of the occupation. The-
pre-Roman deposit below was in places as much as four fect in thickness,
and near the top of it was found a denarius of Narcia, B.c. 124. A
wealth of pottery, implements of iron, bone and antler, spindle-whorls
and wecaving combs, and many other things were found. '

“The cave pcople grew wheat and beans and peas on the
neighbouring slopes, and used both saddle querns and rotary querns
to grind them. They kept goats,and pigs, and cows, and used the
latter, as well as ponices, for dranght. The presence of human bones
in the same condition as, and mingled indiscriminately with, the food
bones, has presented a problem which calls for consideration. The
burial customs lhave not been made clear by any finds yet made. The
early pottery is by far the more omate and beautiful, and scems to
belong to that phase of La Tene art which found its expression in the
incised ware of Armorica, which was to a large extent contemporancons
with the painted pottery of 400 B.c. onwards.

There is much to suggest that the wlhole find taken together indicates
a date for thic commencement of the carly Iron Age in Somerset, as
carly as 200 to 250 B.c.”

A description of Wookey Hole and its ancient tenants, by Professor
Boyd Dawkiis, is reported in the g5th volume of the Somersct A. and
N.H.S. Procs.
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Professor Boyd Dawkins said that Britain was once part of a great
continent, and that, unaftected by any Gulf Strcam, its climate was
arctic in the winter and almost tropical in summer. This being so,
such northern animals as the reindeer, the lemming, and the cave
bear at onc timne, and the lion, the mammoth, the leopard, and the
bison at another, contended with man for existence and superiority,
whilst hywxnas, hunting in packs, preyed upon them all in turn, and
gnawed their bones in the caves which the River Axe had worn away
in the limestone rocks of Mendip. The people who lived at that time
m Somerset were closely allied to the Esquimaux of the present day
in race, habits, and simplicity of art.

After lunch the members went on to Croscombe.

The Church of St. Mary consists of a chancel, nave with aisles and
clerestory, and western tower with spire. There was an carlier church of
which parts have been incorporated in the present building. This had
fallen into disrepair in the fourtecnth century. The restoration, which
was brought about by the revival of trade and the religious zeal of
the lord of the manor and the parishioners, was carricd on Dbetween
1400 and 1440. The Perpendicular tower, clerestory, and casing of
nave walls, and wmost of the windows of the church, are of that date.

At a later period, 1506-13, the chapel, now used as a vestry and
organ-chamber, the castern termination of the chancel and the two-
storeyed guild chapel and treasury at the south-west corner of the
south aisle were added. Amongst the fifteenth- and carly sixteenth-
century benefactors were the families of Palton and Boticux, Bisse,
AMayow and Denshyll, and their arms and trade signs, such as a roll
of cloth, may be scen on the bosses of the roof and the fiftcenth-century
carved benches.

In the seventcenth century were crected the beautiful Jacobean
screen and pulpit, on which are the arms of Hugh Fortescue, then lord
of the manor, and Arther Lake, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 1616-26.

The chancel roof bears the date 1664, and three escutcheons bear
the arms of TFortescue, Granville, and Northcote, all Devonian familics
ol note.

A paper on the seven Croscombe religious trade-guilds appears in
the Somerset A. and N.IH.S. Procs., vol. v.

From Croscombe the jonrney was resumed to Shepton Mallet.

This town, which is still the market centre of a large district, was
once famous for its weaving, and flourished greatly under its religious
and sccular lords, the monks of Glastonbury and the Malets respectively.

There is a finc market cross, fifty feet in height, crected about
A.D. 1300 by Walter and Agunes Buckland.
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The church lost most of its architectural interest in 1837, when
the choir chapels, transeptal chapels, and nave aisles were swept away,
and wide aisles were built on their sites. .

The Transitional Norman arches of the nave show that the church
was founded in the latter part of the twelfth century. The chancel
arch, with the beautiful clustered brackets from which it springs and
the two arches of the chancel next to it are Early English.

The Perpendicular western tower was built at the end of the
fourteenth century, the fan-vaulting being one hundred years later.
About A.D. 1300 the clerestory was added to the nave and the magnificent
panelled ceiling was constructed. Mr. F. J. Allen in his paper on
this church in the Somerset A. and N.H.S. Procs., vol. liii, says that
‘“this cciling is far the finest of its kind in existence.” There are
350 carved panels and many more bosses, all different, and therc arc
thirty-six angels acting as supporters. There was a doom picture
over the chancel arch. The rood staircase remains, and is used for
access to the fine stone carved pulpit.

Two knights in arinour, probably Malets, lic uncomfortably on
window sills. ’

The cast end of the chancel is modern, but contains an original
Early English piscina.

At Shepton Mallet members separated for their return home, some
travelling by Bath and others by Wells and Yatton. The more
fortunate ones journeyed to Dristol by way of Stanton Drew, in order
to visit the great stones there.

The megalithic remains at Stanton Drew, “‘ though far less imposing
than the great circles of Avebury and Stonchenge, are¢ more perfect
than the one and probably more ancient than the other.””?

Adjoining the churchyard is a stone called *“ the cove,” about which
a great deal that is purely imaginary has been written.

The great circle, 368 ft. in diameter, contains thirty stones, some
of which have been nearly buried in the ground by a former owner.
To the north-cast of this circle is another, much-smaller, 97 ft, in
diameter, consisting of eight stones only. To the south-west is a
third circle of twelve-stones with a diameter of 145 ft. Short avenues
of stones run from two of thesc circles.

Most of the stones standing are from 8 to 13 {t. high, and twenty
tons in weight. They were probably brought from Harptree Ridge
on _\Icndip, some six miles distant, and erected here by Celts of the
Bronze Age, or more probably, as they are all unhewn and are untouched

1 Professor Lloyd Morgan.
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by any bronze tool, by their Neolithic predecessors who constructed
the long barrows of the Cotteswolds.

These circles are indeed marvellous when we consider how scanty
must have been the knowledge of mechanics possessed by their builders.
Just contemplate the time and human strength that must have been
expended in raising these stones from their native bed and rolling
them to their present-resting place.  Then for what purpose werce
they crected ? For sun-worship 2 For the cult of hero ancestors ?
For great tribal meetings ?  For astrological research 7 Who can tell ?
In cach gencration students of pre-historic lore may enunciate fresh
theories, but certain knowledge is as yet unattainable. Every new
suggestion is worthy of consideration until a better onc appears.

Professor Lloyd Morgan most kindly sent the following notes on the
nature and purpose of these stones :—

At Stanton Drew, ncar Pensford, some 6} miles south by cast of
Bristol, there is a group of three stone circles whose erection is popularly
ascribed to the Druids. The larger of the three, known as the Great
Circle, is 368 ft. in diameter, and seems to have been originally con-
stituted by about thirty rude and unhewn megaliths somewhat nnevenly
spaced. Some of these still stand, others have fallen, yet others arc
buried and invisible. The position of the buricd stones is revealed in
dry scasons by the withering of the grass above them, and has been
placed beyond question by a carcful probing of the earth.  The majority
of the visible stones are composed of a hard silicified breccia, of Triassic
age, and wcre in all probability transported by the circle builders from
Harptree Ridge on the fringe of the Mendips about six miles distant.
Here similar weathered blocks still lic on the slopes of the hill.  Other
materials were however used. Two of the smaller stones arc of
sandstone, the source of which is doubtful, but is probably Old Red
Sandstone from Mendip, two of oolite, probably from Dundry, and
onc of comparatively unaltered breccia (““ dolomitic conglomerate ™'}

also from Harptree Ridge. A short “avenue ” of stones in parallel
lines leads out from the great circle towards the cast-north-cast, and
probably indicates a sunrise bearing on some agriculturally important
day of the year.

Near the Great Circle is a smaller ring known, from its position
as the North-East Circle. It has a diameter of g7 ft., and is constituted
by cight large and massive blocks of silicified breccia, one of which
(if indeed it does not represent more than one) is broken and rccumbent.
From this circle, too, there runs a short “ avenue ™ bearing a little
south of cast, in which one stone is of oolite.

The third circle lies at o distance of 237 yards to the south-west,
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has a diameter of 145 ft., and is constituted by twelve smaller stones,
most of them of the same silicified rock; but onc is of slightly
altered dolomitic conglomerate, and one of sandstone.

Near Stanton Drew Church, about 180 yards west by north of the
third circle is a dolmen (* The Cove ") composed of the rclatively
unaltered breccia, one of the uprights of which is 1o} ft. high, 7} ft.
broad, and 2 ft. thick. '

A large recumbent sandstone megalith (“ The Quoit ) lies near
the road at a distance of about 618 yards to the north-east of the Great
Circle ; and two smaller oolitic stones lie 1,100 yards north by east of
that circle, in a field known as the Middle Ham. On Broadficld Down,
about 61 miles distant, is a dolmen (“ The Waterstone "’} bearing a
little north of west.

That the dolmen and these outlying stones form part of a definite
scheme of construction seems probable from the facts that, according
to the careful survey of Mr. C. W. Dymond, F.S.A., (1) the Quoit, the
<centre of the Great Circle, and that of the South-West Circle are necarly
in the same straight line; (2) the Cove, the centre of the Great Circle
and that of the North-East Circle are again in very ncarly a straight
line; and (3) the bearing of the Cove from the centre of the South-West
Circle is very nearly the same as that of the Middle Ham stones from
that of the Great Circle. These can scarcely be regarded as mere
coincidences. Mr. Ernest Sibrec has suggested that therc are other
interesting relationships, which indicate not only a unity of plan but
a connection with the method of dealing with the cycle of the year.
Further rescarch on these lines may afford a clue to the state of culture
of the circle-builders and the race to which they belonged.

The megalithic remains are undoubtedly very ancient, but opinions
differ as to the race by whom they were placed in their present position.
By some they are regarded as the work of the Neolithic Mediterranean
racc who were in possession of England before the Celtic incursion.
By others they are ascribed to these later bronze folk invaders.

As to their purpose, by some they are regarded as temples. Others
look upon them as burial-places. The view, however, that is gaining
ground is that they are connected with astronomical observations of
guiding value to a people whose practical interests were agricultural.

An exhaustive account of these circles will be found in Mr. C. W,
Dymond’s memoir on the Ancient Remains of Stanton Drew (1856).
Sir Norman Lockyer deals with Stanton Drew from the astronomical
standpoint in his work on Stonehenge. Mr. Sibree’s conclusions have
been communicated to the Bristol local newspapers.

Thus ended a most enjoyable and well-organised mecting. It was
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the first time that motors were used by the Socicty for the conveyance
of members, and that they worked so well with the brakes was duc
to the excellent management of Mr. Lewis Way. The Socicty was
received most kindly and hospitably by the dignitarics both of the
Cathedral and of the City, and we owe a deep debt of gratitude to the
Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells, whose absence from the meeting on
account of illness was regretted by all, and to Mrs. Kennion, as well as
to the Dean and to Miss Armitage Robinson for their hospitality, and
for their permission to visit the Palace and Deanery ; also to the Dean
and to Canons Church and Scott Holmes for their kindness in receiving
members at the Cathedral and Library and explaining their history and
interest.  Our best thanks arc duc also to the Mayor, the Corporation,
and the Town Clerk of Wells for receiving us in the Town Hall, and
allowing us to scc their Corporation Insignia, Plate and Charters, and
to the Mayor for his kindly hospitality ; also to the College of Vicars
Choral for exhibiting their most intercsting collection of Silver Plate.
The most interesting lectures delivered by Mr. St. George Gray, F.S.A.,
Mr. H. Balch, F.S.A., and Mr. Bligh Bond, F.R.L.LB.A. on the Lake
Villages, Wookey Hole, and Glastonbury Abbey, were a great help to
members in bringing before them the chicf points of interest in the
scenes which they visited ; and they were very grateful for the kind
welcome accorded to themn by the members of the Wells Natural History
and Archaxological Society. Also our best thanks are due to the Vicars
‘of the Churches of St. Cuthbert, Wells, Croscombe and Shepton Mallet
and to the occupicr of land at Stanton Drew, for allowing us to visit the
clhiurches and ancient remains under their care. Lastly, but certainly
not least, we were indebted to the Rev. W. E. Hodgson, Principal of the
College of Vicars Choral, for so admirably discharging the office of Local
Sccretary, and to Canon Bazcley for the archalogical notes which we
have incorporated in our account of the mecting





