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Hristol und Gloncestershive Hrchwological Sorictn.

PROCEEDINGS.

AT THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING,
AT WaRwICK, COVENTRY AND STRATFORD,

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, July 21st, 22nd and 23rd,
1914.

Tue Summer Meeting of the Society for 1914 was held at
Warwick, Coventry and Stratford. Nearly a hundred members
were present. They were met on their arrival at the Great
Western Station on Tuesday morning by Mr. Lloyd Chadwick,
who had made the local arrangements for the Society’s
meeting. Subsequently the Mayor (Mr. Lloyd Evans) gave the
visitors an official welcome at the Court House. He was
accompanied by the Sergeant-at-Mace, the Yeoman, and the
Beadle. The Mayoress and the Vicar of St. Mary’s (the Rev.
Alan Williams) were also present to meet the party.

The MayoRr said he had much pleasure in welcoming the
Society to the quaint and beautiful old town of Warwick, for
the townspeople were honoured by the fact that so dis-
tinguished a body should have selected the town and district
as the scene of its summer gathering. He thought that they
would not go away disappointed by what they would sce in
the neighbourhood, and he hoped that the people of Warwick
would make the visitors feel at home and want to come again.

Canon BazeLEY, who presided in the absence of the
retiring President, the Bishop of Gloucester, and the
President-Elect, Mr. KEevser, thanked the Mayor for his
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welcome, for his assistance to the Society in regard to the
arrangements for the meeting, and for his courtesy in placing
the Court House at their disposal. The members, he said,
were also indebted to him for proposing that Mr. Lloyd
‘Chadwick should act as Local Sccretary ; that wish was joined
with the wish of the Town Clerk, who had also been most
kind and courtcous. Mr. Lloyd Chadwick very  kindly
accepted the office in question, and he had carried out the
dutiecs most assiduously. The members of the Society did
not consider themselves complete strangers to Warwick.
Those who hailed from Glouccstershire were of the same race
as the men of Warwick ; their ancestors, the Hwiccas, in the
scventh century guarded the Avon and Severn Vale, and so
scttled down in that delightful part of the country. The
Waerings who received them were near in kin to the Hwiccas
who lived in the Severn Vale. Canon Bazeley reminded the
company that this year is the millenary of the foundation of
Warwick. According to the chroniclers, it was in the summer
or carly autumn of 914 that Athelflacd, the daughter of King
Alfred, and wifc of tlic Earldorman of Mercia,came to Warwick
and fortified the dwelling of tlie Warings so as to prevent the
Danes {rom occupying the borderland of the Avon. Athel-
flacd came from Gloucester, where she and her husband were
buried in St. Oswald’s Priory, which they founded, to found
or re-found the town of Warwick. He said “ re-found,”
because there were claims that Warwick was of British and
Roman origin. But however that might be, it was a great
delight to the Society to be in Warwick somewhere near the
thousandth anniversary of the great cvent to which he had
referred.

~ The Mavor said that the people of Warwick were always
ready to recelve strangers within their gates, and to give them
a most hearty welcome. He personally did not belong to the
Warings, for his ancestry was largely Welsly, and he was afraid
the Warings gave them a very good beating and drove them
out of the town. He was very sorry that there was to be
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no public celebration of the millenary of the foundation
of Warwick, because he had taken part, as Mayor of
the town, in the millenary celebrations at Tamworth
and Stafford, where Althelflaed also erected strong works
to keep out the Danes. He presumed that Warwick people
exhausted themselves somewhat by the enormous work
they undertook in the great Pageant, and that they thought it
was too soon again to undertake a great historical celebration.
Mr. Lloyd Evans concluded by saying that he was especially
grateful to Mr. Lloyd Chadwick for undertaking the Local
Secretaryship for the Society. Anything he had undertaken
he had carried out thoroughly, and he was sure the party
would find him a tower of strength in all that they would
undertake during their stay in the town.

Mr. Arxorp E. Hurry, the Honorary General Secretary,
read the annual report as follows :—

The number of members at this date is 566, as against 555 at the
time of the last annual mecting.

The accounts up to 31st December, 1913, have been audited, and
will be printed in the Transactions.

The Society has to deplore the loss through decath or resignation of
several distinguished members :—

The Lord Bishop of Bristol, a Vice-President of the Socjety and
a prominent archxologist, resigned his sec last winter, and felt obliged,
on leaving the neighbourhood, to withdraw from his seat on the Council
and from his membership of the Socicty.

Mr. C. H. Dancey, for many years a member of Council, and a
generous donor of books and engravings to the Gloucester Public
Library, died last November. A keen student of the antiquities of the
city and county, his loss will be greatly felt.

AMr. James McMurtrie, who sat on the Council as a representative
of the city of Bristol, was a distinguished engineer and geol(;gist. He
dicd early in February of this year.

Mention should also be made of the loss of the following inembers
of Council, who died before the commencement of the year under review,
but after the annual mecting of 1913 : Mr. F. F. Tuckett, Mr. G. W.
Keeling, Dr. Oscar-Clark. They had for many yecars been valuable
members, and their decease, all within the space of about three wecks,
proved a great blow to the Council.

3
VoL, XXXVIIL
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Early in May the Hon. Editor, the Rev. C. S. Taylor, M.A., T.S.A.,
fclt compelled, through pressure of other work, to resign the cditorial
dutics which he had so admirably carricd out for cightcen years. The
Council feel that it is largely duc to him that the Transactions have
attained and maintained their high standard of cxcellence, second to
that of no Archaxological Socicty in the kingdom, and they have placed
on rccord their deep sense of the invaluable services rendered by him
and their deep regret that he is compelled to resign his office.

Mr. Taylor has bLeen succeeded in the post of Hon. Editor by
the Rev. G. H. West, D.D., A.RB.A., Vicar of Sclsley, ncar Stroud,
a distinguished student of and writer on architecture and archaology,
and the Council cordially congratulate the Socicty on the fact
that Dr. West has consented to place his services at the Socicty’s
disposal.

The Summer Mccting was held last year at Wells. It was well
attended, and proved most attractive, the Mayor and Corporation of
Wells and the local Archwxological Socicty most courtcously inviting
the members to conversaziones, at which papers dealing with the
places to be visited the following day were read by local experts.

Instcad of a Spring Meceting last year, an Autumn Meccting was held

.in Scptember, when Swindon, Tredington and Stoke Orchard (three
villages between Tewlkesbury and Cheltenliam) were visited.

In addition to thesc regular mectings, an excursion arranged by
the Gloucester Tocal Committee, but to which all the members of the
Socicty were invited, was organised on August 12th, 1913, on the
River Avon from Tewkesbury to Pershore. There was a very large
attendauce, and visits were made to the Abbey Church of Perslhiore,
and to the Parish Church of Bredon, which the respective incumbents,
the Rev. I'. R. Lawson and the Rev. Canon Holbecls, kindly described
to the members.

The Spring Mecting of this year was Iield on May 26th, at Tetbury
and its ncighbourhiood. There was an extremely good attendance,
over 100 tickets Deing taken, aud a number of places of iuterest in aund
around Tetbury were shown to the nicmbers.

No imiportant work of excavation lhas been carried on (luriug the
past year under the Socicty’s auspices. As far as is known, no sub-
stantial progress has been made in regard to the Witcombe Roman
Villa, the caves at Symonds Yat, or the Romano-British town
near Ross.

The old church at Kempley, near Newent, which was referred to in
last ycar’s Council report as under repair, has been successfully
strengthened and restored.  Several members of this Society were on
the Restoration Commiittec.
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Excavation al St. Anne's, Brislinglon.—In the spring of 1914 Mr.
William J. Pountney, of London, desiring to ascertain from fragments
which had been thrown away what types of pottery used to be made
by certain Bristol potters at Brislington, obtained permission from the
owners of land to cxcavate the known sites of their kilns near St. Annc’s
Wood in Brislington Parish. During the course of his work he lighted
upon part of the foundations of the Chapel of St. Anne, a famous shrine
of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. He found that later buildings had
been superimposed upon the chapel remains, including a kiln and a
stable. The masonry found comprised a south doorway with part of a
carved freestone joint still in position, also a flight of pennant stone
steps with a sixth step of frcestone forming part of the door frame.
The wall at this point was 7 ft. thick. The cast wall was supported
by two buttresses. A vault into which the staircase led measured
12 ft. by 8 ft., and was about 7 ft. deecp. Two pavement tiles were
found, one with a bird in yellow on a brown ground, the other bearing
a gcomctrical device. A number of stonc roofing tiles were found
stacked together. At the foot of the steps was discovered the head of a
monk carved in freestone, which had formed the corbel of a door head.

Mr. Pountney has presented the movable portion of -his finds to
the Bristol Muscum.

In December, 1913, and in January of this yecar two interesting
finds were made in Cirencester—in cach case a massive stone coffin
containing a well-preserved skeleton was unearthed. Owing to the
absence of weapon or inscription, it is difficult to assign with any
accuracy any period to thesc interments.

In"the spring of this yecar a beautiful Roman pavement was dis-
covered in the course of excavations made in Northgate Strect,
Gloucester. It is understood that the pavement will be carefully
preserved on the premises now being erected on the site.

Dectailed notices of these finds will appear in due course in the
Socicty’s Transactions.

The most important feature of the yecar in the administration of the
Society’s affairs has been the moving of the Headquarters Library from
Eastgate to the Gloucester Public Library. The Council had for some
years fclt that the existing accommodation was too confined, and the
facilities for reference and rescarch inadequate for so large a body of
members. Arrangements were accordingly made with the authorities
of the Public Library by which accommodation was provided for the
housing of the valuable Library in a room by itsclf, for its supervision
by the library staff, and for its lighting and heating, so ns to make it
accessible to members each week-day (except public holidays) from
9.0 a.m. to 9.0 p.m.
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The Librarian of the Public Library has prepared for his own usc a
full and complete catalogue of all the books in the Society’s Headquarters
Library, a copy of which he has very kindly placed upon the table
for thc convenicnce of members.  While it would be too costly
to print this in extenso, it is hoped that an abridged cataloguc may
be issued to members to take the place of the present somewhat
incomplete lists.

The collections of blocks and of manuscripts owned by the Socicty
have been indexed during the year.

A Special Library Committee, consisting of ninc members, has been
appointed to manage and supervise the Library, amnd a grant has been
made for the purchasc of books.

As the want of space, which so long hampered the enlargement of
the Library has now been overcome, the Council will be glad to receive
gifts of books or donations towards the cost of their purchase.

The Council cannot lcave this subject withiout expressing their great
indebtedness to Mr. Roland Austin, the Librarian of the Glouccster
Public Library, and at the same time the Socicty’s Local Secretary for
Gloucester, for his unremitting zeal in the improvement of the Library
arrangements, in cataloguing the books, and in the successful resumption
of the scrics of winter cvenings in Gloucester.

Indexing of the Socicty’s Trvansactions.—At the present time a
comprehensive index exists only for Vols. i. to xx., representing the
first twenty years of the Socicty’s scries of Transactions.  Although
some four ycars have still to run before Vol. xl. is reached, the Council
considers it desirable to begin the general indexing of Vols. xxir to xl.
without dclay, so that the comprchensive index may be published as
soon as possible at the closc of the sccond period of twenty years.
Arrangements have accordingly been made for this work to be sct on
foot, the intention being that it be completed within five years.

Winter Ilvening Meclings —

(a) Bristcl.

Six meetings (the usual number) were held at the University,

Bristol. The papers rcad were as follows :(—

October 2otly, 1913, *“ A Report on the Excavation at Druid Stoke,”
by Mr. Francis Were, and “‘ Architectural Notes on Lincolnshire
Churclhes,” by Mr. I'. St. John Bullen.

November 17th, 1913, ““ The 1625 Survey of the Smaller Manor of
Clifton,”” by Mr. Lewis J. U. Way, F.S.A.

Dccember 15th, 1913, ““ Sca Traflic on the Severn in Olden Times,”
by Mr. Sanford D. Cole.

January 19tl, 1914, *“ Trinity Hospital,” by Mr. Wilfrid Leighton.
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TFebruary 16th, 1914, < Gloucestershire Fonts (Saxon and Nor-
man),” by Dr. Alfred C. Tryer, M.A,, I'.S.A.
March 16th, 1914, “ Effigics; their Value and Variety,” by Miss
Ida M. Roper, F.L.S.
(0} Gloucester.

The series of evening meetings, which had been interrupted for a
year, was resumed during the past winter with gratifying results. The
following papers were read :(—

“ Walter Map: a Gloucestershire Parson and his Gloucestershire
Tales,”” by Mr. E. Sidney Hartland, F.S.A.

“The Crypt : its Meaning and Signification,” by the Very Rev. the
Dean of Gloucester.

 Some Aspects of the Crusades,” by Professor C. W.C.Oman, F.S.A.

“ French and English Cathedrals compared,” by the Rev. G. H.
West, D.D.,, A.RIB.A.

“ Effigies : tlieir Value and Variety,” by Miss Ida M. Roper, F.L.S.

The support given to this series was excellent, and there was a good
-attendance at eacli lecture.  After meeting all expenses and paying the
deficit remaining on tlie previous series, the local Committee lias a small
balance in land, and is looking forward to arranging a full course of
lectures in the coming winter.

The Council have met nine times since thie last annual meeting, the
ordinary mecetings taking place alternately in Gloucester and Bristol.
The Society is again mucl indebted to the courtesy of the Lord Mayor
of Bristol and the Mayor of Gloucester in permitting the use of the Old
Council Chhlamber in Bristol and of the Guildhall in Gloucester respec-
tively for the liolding of Council Meetings.

The thanks of the Society are due to the following donors of books :
Mrs. F. T. Tuckett, several volumes of Archeologia; Mr. F. S.
Hockaday, T.R.Hist.S., Registrum Johannis de Trillek Episcopt
Herefordensis (Canterbury and York Socicty, 1912).

The Council desire to nominate for clection, or re-clection, the
following gentlemen : President, C. E. Keyser, Esq., M.A., I.S.A.;
President of Council, Rev. Canon Bazeley, M.A.; Vice-Presidents, the
Righit Hou. the Lord Mayor of Dristol and the Mayor of Gloucester,
when members of the Society, Mr. Jolin E. Pritchard, I*.S.A., Mr. A. E.
Hndd, T.S.A., Rev. C. S. Taylor, M.A., F.S.A., Mr. H. W. Brnton,
Rev. Canon Bartlect, M.A., I'.S.A,, Mr. G. M. Currie, Ven. Archdeacon -
Sinclair, M.A., Mr. Christopher Bowly, Mr. T. A. Hyett, Mr. ¥. F. Fox,
IF.S.A., Prof. C. W. C. Oman, M.B.A.,, F.S.A.; Hon. Editor, Rev.
G. H. West, D.D., A.RIB.A.; also the Hon. Treasurer, the Hon.
Secretary for Bristol, the Local Sccretarics, and the General Secretary.
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The following members of Council retire by rotation, but are cligible
for re-clection : Mr. St. Clair Baddcley, Mr. F. Werc, Mr. I7. J. Cullis,
Dr. A. C. Fryer, I.S.A.

The visitors spent the rest of the day in visits to the Church (over
which they were shown by the Vicar), the Castle, the Leycester Hospital,
and the Muscum, and at cach of these places they found much of the
greatest interest to them.  After they left the Castle, and before they
went to the Hospital and the Muscum, they were entertained to tea at
St. Mary’s Hall by the Vicar and Mrs. Williams. The annual dinner was
held at the Woolpack Hotel, and after this the party assembled again
at the Court House to hear a very able and interesting paper by the Rev.
J. Harvey Bloom, of Whitchurch, Stratford, on the Cartularics of St.
Mary’s Church.!

On Wednesday the party left carly in motor chars-a-bancs for
Kenilworth and Coventry, a trip which all enjoyed very much, On
the outward journcy they visited Guy’s Cliff, by special permission
of Lord Algernon Percy, and Kcnilworth Castle, which was inspected
under the guidance of Canon Bazcley and Mr. Crouch. At Coventry
they were shown over St. Johm’s Church by the Rector, and Bond's
Hospital and the old Bablake School, and the old Grammar School
under the guidance of Miss Dormer Harris and Mr. Humberstonc,
papers by whom arc printed in this volume of the Transactions.
Following this they went to Holy Trinity Church, the rmins of Coventry
Cathedral, St. Michacl's, and St. Mary’s Hall, where Canon and Mrs.,
Baillic entertained them to tca.  After inspecting other places they
drove back to Warwick for dinner. In the cvening the Mayor and
Mayorcss cntertained the party to a conversazionc at the Court House.
The President for the ycar, Mr. C. E. Kevser, IF.S.A., then delivered
his address, which is printed in the present volume.

On Thursday members of the Socicty, after visiting St. John's
Housc, left Warwick for Stratford-on-Avon, where they visited the
Parish Church, the Shakespecarc Memorial, the Birthplace, New Place,
the Guild Chapel and the Old Grammar School. Some of the party
walked out to Annc Hathaway’s Cottage at Shottery, while the remainder
drove to Clifford Chambers. HHere they inspected the clhurch, with its
interesting Dbrasscs and wvaluable plate, and then proceeded to the
picturcsque Manor House, where they were most hospitably received
by Mrs. Dowty, who not only provided tea, but threw open the house
and the gardens for the pleasurc of lier guests. The interest of the day
was also much incrcased by the kindness of the Rev. Canon Mclville,
Mr. W. S. Brassington, Mr. Wallstood, and the Rev. W. A. Pippet, all
of whom did their utmost to make it profitablec and agrecable,

1 Printed in this volume.
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The intelligent enjoyment of a most delightful meeting
was very largely due to the excellent programme which had
been drawn up by the President of the Council, Canon
Bazeley. As there are so many good histories and guides
of Warwick and its neighbourhood,* and as Stratford-on-
Avon and Warwick were visited by the Society in 1887 (sce
Vol. xii.), it is not necessary to reprint the whole of it, but
only those portions which are likely to interest all, and not
only those who were able to be present.

WARWICK : 1TS CASTLE AND EARLS.

Warwick, J. R. Green thought, was a scttlement of the Waerings, a
Hwiccan family, and therefore near of kin to the men of Gloucestershire
and Worcestershire. It rose into importance carly in the tenth century,
just a thousand years ago, in the time of Acthelflacd, Lady of the
Mercians. IHer husband, Acthelred, the Earldorman of Mercia, died in
g12. Had Acthelflaed been less brave she would have retired to a
convent, but true daughter as she was of a great king, she went on with
her husband's work. She strengthened the defences of Mercia on the
Welsh marches, then she erected fortresses all along the line of Watling
Street to confine the Danes in the district to the east of it, which had been
allotted to them by treaty, and lastly, as the Avon and Severn Vale and
the line of the Cotteswolds were still accessible by the Fosseway running
across Britain from north-cast to south-west, she bu'ilt a burh on the
Avon at Warwick to secure the land of the Hwiccas. E. A. Freceman,
J. R. Green, and all our Victorian historians have taught us that
Acthelflaed’s *“ burhs " were high mounds of carth, surrounded by a ditch
and protected by a wooden stockade, with a base court or bailey, en-
circled by its own ditch, ramparts, and stockading adjoining it. But we
have to unlearn all this, for Mr. J. H. Round and other writers of this
century have plainly shown that such fortresses are of Norman origin,
and that nonc of them are carlier than the reign of the Confessor. The
Saxon type more necarly approached the Roman method of protecting
legionary camps. We may conclude, therefore, that Aecthelflacd
surrounded the homesteads of the Waerings with a bank, ditch, and
palisade, and that in later times walls, moats, and gateways were
constructed on their site.

At the time of the Norman Conquest Turchil was the chief English
local landowner. He refused, all shame to him, to march with Harold

1 Especially Highways and Byways in Shakespeare Couniry, by the late President of
the Society, Archdeacon Hutton. I‘or Guy’s Cliff Miss Rotha Clay's Ifermits and Anchoriles,
and for the Beauchamp Chapel Archeological Journal, 1xv ; for Coventry, The Churches a/
Coventry, F. W. Woodhouse (G. Bell & Sons), and a Souvenir of Coventry, by F, W,
Humberstone,
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against the invader, and as a reward for his lack of patriotism Willianr
allowed him to keep his possessions until liis death.  Then the king madce
a motte and bailey at Warwick, and gave them into the keeping of Henry
de Newburg, youngest son of Roger de Bellemont, Earl of Mecllent, and
later on lic made him Earl of Warwick and gave hiin a grant of the
stronghold and Turchil’s lands.

Warwick was very rich in churclies, priorics, hospitals, and guildhalls.
Besides the collegiate church of St. Mary and the parish church of St.
Nicholas, still existing, there were @ All Saints in the castle precincts,
St. John the Baptist in the market place, St. James over the Westgate,
St. Peter over the Eastgate, St. Sepulchre priory church, St. lHelen, near
the Bridge end, St. Michael at Saltisford, and St. Lawrence at the lower
cnd of West Strect. There were also a hostel for the entertaininent of
strangers where the fine Elizabethan house called St. John’s now stands,
a hospital for lepers, a house and church of the Black Friars necar West
Street, and two guilds which had their united hall on the site of Leycester
Hospital. As ecarly as the reign of Edward 11T five of these churches.
were falling into decay.

It is rather difficult to understand the status of the governing body
of Warwick in the Middle Ages. The town was to a great extent over-
shadowcd by the great lords who dwelt in the castle.  But Dugdale refers.
to an order of Edward I addresscd to the mayor and bailiffs, and another
of Edward IIT addressed to the bailiffs only, to pay the expenses of the
representatives of the borough in Parliament. This shows that Warwick
was sclf-governed.

It was not until the rcign of Henry VIII that Warwick rcceived a
royal charter. New charters were granted by Philip and Mary,
Llizabeth, Charles II 1664 and 1684, and William and DMary. The
corporation possess a mace made in 1652 by Thomas Maundy. The most
interesting literary posscssions of the corporation arc the Black Book of
Warwick and tlic Book of John Fisher, Town Clerk, Bailiff and M.D.

Warwick and its castle have been visited by many kings and qucens.
of England. Ilenry V was a guest and Edward IV a prisoner. Richard
ITI came here in 1483 and 1484. Ambrose Dudley, Earl of Warwick,
entertained Elizabeth in 1572 and 1575. The population then was
about 2,600. .

St. Mary’'s CllURCH, WARWICK.

We learn from Domesday that a church existed at Warwick before
the Norman Conquest. No traces of this remain. Early in the twelfth
century Roger de Newburg, the second Earl, rebuilt it, and founded a
college of canons. Thomas Beauchamp, eleventh Earl, began to rebnild
the churcli in the latter half of the fourteenth century, but died in 1370
before much was done. His son Thomas completed it in 1394, and laid
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his parents beneath a magnificent monument in the middle of the choir.
The Earl wears a gorget and shirt of mail over which is a surcoat on
which are his arms, a fess between six crosslets.  His right hand, which is
bare, clasps the right hand of his Countess, Katherine Mortimer, who is
habited in a close gown with innumerable huttons and an immense
bonnet with horse-shoc opening. At the Earl’s fect is the Warwick
bear, at her’s a lamb. The four sides of thie tomb are adorned with
statucttes of their kinsmen and kinswomen, thirty-six in number. The
painted shiclds which might have enabled us to assign them are
obliterated.

The choir, built as we have scen late in the fourteenth century,
contains fifteenth-century additions. The vaulted roof is divided into
four bays and again by cross ribs. The central bosses bear the arms of
Beauchamp, Mortimer, and Ferrers. The flying ribs crossing onc another
between the windows are most unusual. The piscina and sedilia on the
south side, and the arched recess, probably an Easter sepulchre, on the
north, are Perpendicular.  On the death of Thomas Beauchamp in 1401
and his Countess, Margaret Iferrers, in 1406 a tomb crected to their
memory with cffigies in brass was placed in the nave.

In 1694 the nave and transepts were destroyed by a great fire which
consumed most of the town. Only the brass effigies of the Earl and
Countess were saved, and they arc now fixed against the east wall of the
south transept. The costume is much the same as that of his parents in
the choir. The Earl wears a gorget of mail, a pointed helmet, and a
surcoat with the Beauchamp arms. The Countess Margaret has flowing
hair bound with a fillet, long sleeves, a kirtle charged with her paternal
arms, scren mascles, and a mantle charged with her husband’s arms.

The Beauchamp Memorial Chapel, the finest in the kingdom next to
Henry VII's at Westminster, was begun in 1.443 by direction of the will
of Richard Beauchamp, who died at Rouen in 1439. It was finished in
1464, and cost a sum cquivalent to £10,000 of our money. This chapel
is on the south side of the choir, and is approached from the south
transept by a doorway erccted by a Warwick mason in 1704. It is too
good not to be a copy of an earlier one.

The Beauchamp Chapel, as a careful examination will show, is not in
good repair, the funds at hand for the purpose being altogether inade-
quate. The east window, although its glass has been much damaged
and misplaced, contains a number of interesting statucttes : St. Barbara
with her tower, St. Katharine with her wheel, St. Mary Magdalene with
lier box of ointment, and St. Margaret with her dragon. The others
represent angels, soldiers, kings, hermits, and martyrs, bearing instru-
ments of music, swords, sceptres, palmer’s staves, palm branches, etc.
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In the head of the arch is the Godhead scated. The window is also rich
in heraldry. The arms of Newburg, Mauduit, Beauchamp, Berkeley,
Tocny, cte., will all be found here.

In the middle of the chapel is the tomb of Richard Beauchamp, the
founder, who died of the plague at Rouen in 1439. The clligy is said to
have been cast by A. Austin, of London.  The Purbeck marble tomb
came from Corfe. The inscriptions, which arc interspersed with Warwick
badges, describe the Earl as onc of the most worshipful knights in the
kingdom. His first Countess, Elizabeth Berkeley, was buried at Kings-
wood. This marriage led to a century of strife between the Lords of
Berkeley and the Lords Lisle.  The battle at Nibley Green in 1469 was
directly an outcome of it. His sccond Countess, Isabel Despencer, who
married two carls both named Richard Beauchamp, and thirdly the
king’s standard bearer at Crécy, Guy de Brien, lics in a gorgeous tomb
in Tewkesbury Abbey,* and on the other side of the ambulatory lies her
third husband. The Earl’s clhgy is of brass, and the back as well as the
front is carved. Stothard has given four views of this beautiful figure in
his Monumental Effigies of Great Britain. On the sides of the tombD are
fourteen images of the Earl's relatives : Cecily, Duchess of Warwick ;
Henry, her son; Richard Neville, the king maker, ctc.; all men and
women who made their mark in the history of our land.  All ho d scrolls
inscribed  Sit dco laus ct gloria: defunctis miscricordia  “ The
hearse above the cffigy is formed of five large brass rods fixed in six
arclied hoops.”?

The clfigy of Ambrose Dudley, “ the good Earl of Warwick,"” lics on a
remarkable altar-tomb with many shiclds of arms. Idc wecars the
mantle of the garter, etc.  His hands are raised in prayer, and at his feet
is the Warwick bear. The shiclds give his three marriages, Dudley, ov,
a lion rampant tail forked vert, impaling (1) Whorwood, (2) Talboys, and
(3) Russell. At the cast end is a large shicld with sixteen quarterings.
Any who love the study of heraldry will find plenty to interest and
instruct them in this chapel.  Historians will find the Earl’s lifc recorded
in his efigy. He dicd in 1589.

The tomb of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester and would-be consort
of Queen Elizabetls, is not of any special interest.  The ornamentation
when compared with that of the Beauchamp tombs is tawdry and
debased.  His was a strauge carcer.  His good looks made him attractive
and his lack of principle dangerous to women. At onc time Elizabeth
woul‘d have marricd him to Mary Qucen of Scots, and at another it
scemed as though she would have taken him herself. Ie ill-treated all

1 Sce Trans. B. and G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxv., p. 38.
2 John Gough Nichols,
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the three women he is said to have married, and the little boy, whose
monument is hard by his parents’, was ‘ taken from this transitory
unto the everlasting life ”’ at the age of four, perhaps because they were
unworthy of him. “Impe,” by the way, had no bad meaning in
Elizabethan times. It meant a shoot or scion, then an offspring. Hence
‘““a lad of life, and imp of fame.”” Shakespeare had perhaps seen this
effigy and read the inscription. .

There is also a tablet to Lady Katharine Leveson, daughter of Sir
Robert Dudley and grand-daughter of the Earl and Lady Sheffield, who
should have been his second wife. Her mother was the good Alice Leigh,
created Duchess Dudley in her own right by Charles I in 1643, long after
Ler good-for-nothing husband had deserted her. I believe there is still a
fund, given by Lady Katharine, to maintain the chapel and its
monuments. .

There are other parts of St. Mary’s Church which shou!d be visited.
Between the Beauchamp Chapel and the choir is a chantry chapel with
fantraceried roof and a remarkable wooden piscina. On the north side of
the choir is a lobby and a vestry, both of interest. Below the choir is a
twelfth-century crypt, the only part of the Newburg church that
remains. This is divided by an arcade of four piers, the three western
being Norman and the easternmost late Decorated, probably the earliest.
part of Earl Thomas’ restoration. We shall notice the ducking stool and
remember the one like it we saw at Leominster in 1904. 1

The nave, tower, and the larger portions of the tramsepts wcre
rebuilt in Queen Anne’s reign after the fire of 1694. The designer was
Sir William Wilson, who built Nottingham Castle, and a very fine and
remarkable work it is. Of course, in the ‘“ Gothic ’’ revival of the
nineteenth century no praise could be found for such a mixture of classic
and medieval architecture, but there has been a reaction from this
bigotry, and we can venture in the twenticth century to rejoice in the
marvellous ingenuity of Wren and his followers.

WaRwICK CASTLE.

I have shown that Warwick Castle is of Norman not of Saxon origin.
William I probably ordered its construction in 1068 on his march from
Excter to crush the northern rebellion. It was of the usual early Norman
type, a high mound thrown up from a surrounding ditch or moat and
defended by palisades, and it had attached to it a base court or bailey
(ballim) having its own ditch, rampart, and palisade. In the next
century the Newburgs cased the mound with stone, constructing what is.
called a shell keep, and crowned the rampart with a stone wall instead

1 Sce Trans. B. and G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxvii,, p. 43."
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-of a palisade. We have a noble example of a shell keep at Berkeley, and
we shall see another at Kenilworth fairly intact. This stone casing has
been removed at Warwick; perhaps it was destroyed by Sir John
“Giffard of Brimpsficld when he took the castle and captured its possessor
in the reign of Henry III.

The present buildings date from the reigns of Edward I and II
onwards, but the Norman plan is unaltered, and is much the same as that
of Berkcley. We cnter the castle by a gateway with two flanking
octagonal towers, built in 1800.

Then we pass, by a road cutin the solid rock, to an open space called
the vineyard, from whence we have a fine view of the castle. On our
right is Guy’s Tower, finished in 1394. Itis polygonal and very lofty,
with a machicolated parapet through which melted lead, ctc., could be
poured down on the heads of besiegers. On the left is Cxasar’s Tower,
somewhat carlier, also polygonal and machicolated, with a circular
embattled turret. This tower is built on the solid rock, and therefore
-could not be undermined. These two towers flank the curtain and gate-
housc. Before entering we pass through the barbican, an outer defence,
consisting at Warwick of a narrow passage ‘between two high walls.
This would confine the assailants, and prevent a rush of many men
together against the gate-house. The portcullis still remains intact.
The gate-house, barbican, and the carlier parts of the domestic buildings
arc the work of the first Thomas Beauchamp, who died in 1369. The
towers are the work of his son Thomas, who died in 1401.  On passing
through the gate-housc we find oursclves in the inner court with the
main buildings on the left, and on the right Clarence’s Tower, built by
the Duke George, brother of Edward IV, ¢. 14735, and the Bear Tower,
attributed to Richard III, ¢, 1480. The Norman mound in front is
covered with shrubs and the shell is gone. In the days of our Norman
and Angevin kings the owners of castles and their families occupied the
keep as the strongest part and the least likely to fall into an enemy’s
hands. As years rolled on, and England became more peaceful and its
nobles more luxurious, the rougher quarters of their ancestors were
forsaken for more comfortable and commodious rooms built against the
wall of the inner court, preferably where a precipice or artificial scarping
made it fairly safe from a focman’s attack. Castles built in the Tudor
period like Raglan, Sudeley and Thornbury had very little military
strength, and were more fitted for a life of casc and splendour than war.
The civil wars of the Roses and Stuarts were marked by battles in the
open field rather than by sieges of castles, because few could be held
against artillery. Cromwell’s soldiers made ruins of many a splendid
home that called itsclf a castle, but morc:from the love of destruction or
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age of four. In 1588 Dudley died at Cornbury, it is said, of poison. His
brother Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, held Kenilworth for a year only.
He died in 1589.  Sir Robert Dudley claimed the title of Earl of Leicester
and his father's possessions, but: his claim was never publicly acknow-
ledged. James I compelled him to sell his riglits, such as they were, to
Prince Henry, and then sent him out of the kingdom. He married Alice
Leigli, repudiated lier in 1603, married another lady, and was made a
Duke of the Holy Roman Empire. Alice, Lady Dudley, was made a
Duchess in her own right by Charles T, and died in the odour of sanctity.
In 1620 Charles I granted a lease of Kenilworth Castle to Carey, Earl of
Monmouth. It was taken by Colonel Hawkesworth, and held by the
Parliament soldiers whilst Cromyell was in power.  Much of the destruc-
tion to thie buildings was done at that time. Charles IT granted it to.
Lawrence Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, through whom it lias descended to
the present owner, Lord Clarendon. I gladly take this opportunity of
acknowledging with gratitude his lordship’s courtesy in allowing the
Socicty to visit the castle without the usual fee.

The castle consists of an outer and inner ward, surrounded on all
sides by ditches, walls, and towers. Early in the thirtcenth century a
marsh on the west and south was ccnverted into a lake by the con-
struction of a dam, much as at Cacrphilly, which we visited in 1908.1!
To defend this a great outwork was constructed on the south, which bore
the name of the Brayz. The ground was scarped into the shape of a
crescent, and along its front a bank was raised 2o feet high with four
mounds or turrets called cavaliers. In front of this bank was a ditch
49 fect deep and 100 feet broad. On the north side of the bank where it
rested on the lake additional defences and a drawbridge defended by
gate-houses were constructed. It was from this point that Queen
Elizabeth approached the castle in 1575. Proceeding along the dam or
causeway, she would have passed Mortimer’s Tower at its nortliern end,
and have entered the great outer ward. It would add greatly to the
interest of a visit if this entrance to the castle could be restored, but at
present there is a great cutting in the causeway which would have to be
bridged over. This gap was made in the days of the Commonwealth to
convert the lake into meadows. As it is, we shall enter on tlie north side
of the outer ward near Leicester’s Gate-liouse, the only part of the castle
now occupied. This was built in 1570. Proceeding to the right, we
reach the keep known as Casar’s or Clinton’s Tower, measuring 58 fect
from north to south, 87 feet from east to west, and 8o feet in height.
The angles are capped by four turrets, which are broken down to the
Ievel of the curtain,

1 Sce Trans. B. and G. Arch. Soc., vol. xxxi., p. 23, and Programme of Cardiff Meeting.
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The entrance to the inner ward was to the south of the keep.  On the
west side of the keep was a fine building or anncxe, as at Berkeley,
consisting originally of a rectangular tower of two stages, which encluses
a staircase Icading to the first floor of the keep. The west wall has been
taken down to the plinth, but the side walls remain. The annexc was
considerably altered late in the fourteenth century, and again in Quecen
Elizabeth's time, as the south front bears the date 135753, .

To the west of the fore-building were kitchens, butterics, and other
domestic offices, built by John of Gaunt.

In thic nortli-west angle is the ““ Strong Tower,” which Sir Walter
Scott calls “ Mervyn’s Bower.” It is of three stages, cach vaulted and
groined. ITrom the summit there is a finc view of the garden on the
north, the plaisance far away to the west, and the swan tower covered
with ivy at the north-west angle of the garden. Nearly all the west side
of the inner ward is occupicd by the great hall, which had a vaulted
ccllar or storcroom below it. Its dimensions are g9 feet by 45 feet.
South of the hall, beyond the south or dais end, were the drawing-rooms
and other private apartments. Cf the ““ white hall ”” next to them and

»

the *“ presence chamber' an orict window alone remains. A garde
robe tower projects from the south curtain. Next to this were Leicester’s
Buildings, which-probably replaced a Norman tower, Sir Robert Dudley’s
lobby and Henry VIII's lodgings, completely destroyed. On the cast
curtain of the outer ward are, next to the great gateway called Leicester’s
Gateway, Lunn’s Tower attributed to King John, a great barn, (?) a
chapel, and the Water Tower. On the south-cast between the Water
Tower and Mortimer’s Gate-house are the remains of the warder's
tower.

Tue Rericiots axp Civi History ofF COVENTRY.
By Miss M. DorMER HARRIS.

The English Chronicle relates that in 1016 Canute came with his
army of Dancs into Mercia, and ravaged and burnt all they could come
at in Warwickshire. Dugdale tells us that at this time was slain a nun
called Osburgh, who became the local saint, and was commemorated in
the dedication of the great church of the Benedictine monastery, founded
by Leofric and the far-famed Godiva. The wealth of this church was
often referred to by the chroniclers, and Bishop Limesay, who about
1102 transferred his sce from Chester to Coventry, is said to have scraped
off silver to the value cf ;00 marks from a single beam.  About 1190 the
monks of this convent had 2 quarrel with their bishop, and broke his
head with a crucifix.  Isit to be wondered at that lie expelied them from
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their monastery, and put sccular canons in their room 2 In 1198, after
his death, the monks were restored.  As a result of a long feud between
the priory and the townspeople, the latter were accused of attempting to-
destroy the prior by necromancy.

Two parliaments were held in the priory buildings, one in 1404,
called by the lawycers ““ the unlearned,” because they themselves took
no part in it, and the other in 1439, called by the Yorkists “ the
diabolical,” because many of them were attainted at it and their estates
confiscated. Iu 1459 the lords held their sessions in the chapter house.
It is said that the prior attended parliament as a mitred abbot.

This religious liouse, though wealthy and high csteemed, has left few
records behind.  Many princes lodged there, notably Henry VI in 1451.
The last to do so was the Princess Mary in 1526, At the Dissolntion the
church and monastic buildings werc almost completely destroyed. The
prior was granted a pension of £133 6s. 8d., equal to £2,500 in the
present day.

Of the lesser monastic houses the Grey Friars was founded in 1234.
The steeple of the monastic church alone remains, the lowest of the far-
famed three Coventry spires. The modern church of Christ Church has
been attached to it. The cloister, dormitory, and other remains of the
White Iriars or Carmelites have been incorporated in the Workhouse.
The Grey [riars are said to have taken partinthe Corpus Christi mystery
plays for which Coventry was so famous, but it is more likely they were
performed and maintained by the craftsmen of the Coventry guilds.
The mayor and corporation did their best to save the priory and friars’
cliurclies from destruction at the time of thie Dissolution, but their
efforts were in vain. )

The Charterhouse, founded in 1381, and the Spon Lazar House of
the twelfth century, lay outside the city walls.

The Lollards were in force in Coventry throughout the fifteenth
century. In 1511 and again in Mary’s reign several of them were
burnt in the Little Park.

It used to be said Coventry derived its name from an carly monastic
liouse establislied here, but that derivation is discredited ; the final
svllable points to a sacred tree, where perhaps the territorial hundred or
wapentake was held. Many legends besides that of Godiva’s famous
ride have grown up in the course of time. It was the birthiplace, they
say, of St. George, our patron saint, and the clephant in the city arms
represents thie dragon’s foe.  Ten days after Easter a play was performed
ealled the Hox Tuesday Play, supposed to celebrate a defeat or massacre
of thie Danes. The pageants or mystery plays of Coventry became very
celebrated, and amongst the crowned heads who witnessed them were
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Margaret of Anjou, Richard III, Henry VII, Elizabeth of York, and
Quecn Elizabeth.

The secular importance of the town is duc, perhaps, to its central
position in England on the high road from London to the north-west,
the growth of its woollen industry, the power of its guilds, and its
cxtensive fortifications. It rosc to the greatest height of importance
between 1350 and 1450, when the principal buildings, still remaining,
and the city walls were constructed.

Lcofric, Earl of Mercia, a valiant supporter of Edward the Confessor
against the tyranny of Godwin and his sons, scems to have given half the
town to the priory which lic and his ““ Lady ” founded. I‘rom this time
there were two grcat manors, the carl's half and the prior’s half,
represented for centuries by the two parishes of St. Michael and Holy
Trinity. As was natural, there were frequent troubles between the rival
powers, and disputes about market rights, ctc. After the Norman
Conquest Ranulph, Earl of Chester, was the lord of Coventry, and gave
the citizens a charter of frcedom. In 1327 the Manor of Cheylesmore,
to which the carl’'s half of Coventry was attached, camec into the
possession of Isabella, Edward II's quecen. Later on it reverted
to the Prince of Wales for the time being, and Coventry was called the
Prince’s Chainber.  Coventry in the Civil Wars was at onc time
Lancastrian, at another Yorkist. It supported \Warwick, the King-
maker, against Edward 1V, and in consequence the king coufiscated the
city’s charter.

The suppression of the trade guilds in 1547 seriously injured the
city, and the later Tudor and Stuart periods were marked by municipal
and comumercial decay. The rise and progress of the bicycle and niotor
manufacture in our times have restored the city to muchi of its niedixval
importance.

Like Gloucester, Coventry refused to admit Charles I, and although
the citizeus celebrated the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 with
bonfires and feasts, and gave a present of gold to Charles 11, he ordered
their walls to be destroyed as a punishment for their disloyalty,
just as lic took away the gates of Gloucester and gave them to
WWorcester.

The streets of Coventry are full of Dlack and white half-timbered
houses.  In one of the windows of the King’'s Head Ilotel is a figure of
Peeping Tom in armour of Henry VII's time.

St. Jouix Tur BapTisT, ETC., DBABLAKE.?

1 See paper by Mr. Humberstone ju this volume,
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HorLy TriniTy CHURCH,

This served as the parochial cliurch for the prior’s half of Coventry.
It consists of nave and chancel with aisles and chapels on the north side,
transepts, north porch, and central tower and spire. There is a crypt
under the north aisle of the chancel. The church is first mentioned in
1250-60. In 1391, the chancel being ““ ruinated,” had to be rebuilt.
There were many altars connected with chantries and guilds before the
Reformation. The nave has a fourtcenth-century arcade of four bays,
the clerestory is later. The vaulted porchh belongs to the thirteenth
century, and has shafts and capitals with beautiful conventional foliage,
and two parvises or upper chambers.

On the east side of the porch is St. Thomas’s Chapel, with a beautiful
Early Decorated double arch. On the west is the fourteenth-century
archdeacon’s chapel or consistory court. There are fragments of old
glass in the middle window on the north side, some belonging to the
“ Godiva window,” which cxisted as a whole till the eightecenthi-century
restorations. There are several stone coffins, one a child’s, and a
fiftcenth-century tomb. The fifteenth-century pulpit and cagle, the
Elizabethan alms-box, and the remains of a Doom wall-painting over the
chancel arch should be noticed. The roof of the nave is panclled, and
has figures of angels supporting shiclds with emblems of the Passion.
The south transept, formerly the Jesus Chapel, had a vaulted passage
on the ground floor. This was removed in 1834. A piscina liigh up in
the wall shows the height of the original floor. The clergy vestry has a
fine oak roof with thie royal arms over the fireplace.

StT. MicinaeLl’s CHURCH,

St. Michacl's, the parochial church of the carl’s half, first mentioned
in Stephen’s reign, is traditionally said to have been built by the
merchant family of Botoner. On Michachinas Day, 1451, Henry VI
attended Mass lhere, probably on the church’s completion. It is now
the pro-cathedral of the intended new Warwickshire diocese.

The church consists of a nave and chancel with aisles and chapels,
an apsidal east end with exterior sacristy, a crypt, north and south
porches, and a western tower with spire.

The trefoil-headed arch of the south porch, built about 1300, is the
earliest part of the building. The tower and chancel scem to be late
fourteenth century, and the nave belongs to the second quarter of the
fiftecenth century.! The tower is in line with the choir, which inclines
to the north, but not with the nave.

1 \Woodhouse, Churches of Coverlry, p. 42.
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The nine-storied steeple is one of the finest examples of the florid
Perpendicular style in England.: It is'298 feet high,  The decoration is
concentrated on those parts most casily scen, the upper stories of the
tower and the lantern?.  Flying Dutresses connect the octagon with
the pinnacles of the tower.  The groining should be viewed from the
interior of the church. )

Part of the nave has four aisles, two on cach side, making its width
abnormal. The outer aisles were devoted to craft chapels, the Dyers’
(now the Dbaptistry) and the Cappers’ on the south, and the Girdlers’
(note the piscina) on the north. The south aisle of the chancel was the
Mercers’ chapel, the north, or lady chapel, the Drapers’. There were

“cleven altars. The nave is of six bays. The clerestory windows,
which contain fragments of ancicent glass, have their mullions prolonged
to form pancls. At thic west end is a fragment of the cighteenth-century
organ case with the Prince of Wales’ feathers and cherubs’ heads. At
the west end of the north aisle is a sixteenth-century alabaster tomb to
Julines Nethiermill, and near it is a font with a shield bearing a merchant’s
mark. The tomD of Sir Thomas Berkeley is ncar the north porch.

On the tic-beams, between the rocd-piers, are traces of an ancient
Latin hymn on the nine orders of angels.

The two outer windows of the apse contain fragments of ancient
glass, showing the cherubim on wheels, the Last Judgment, and the kiss
of Judas.

In the south aisle of the chancel (Mercers’ Chapel) are several tombs—
“Wade's” tomb, showing the transition Dbetween Gothic and
Renaissance work, and Damec Swillington's with her two husbands.
Sir Ralph Swillington, recorder, is in official dress.

Necar by is a figure of St. Michacl, brought from the exterior of the
tower after the recent restoration.

A screen, made of fragments, divides the lady chapel from the north
aisle.  There are interesting misericords, showing men bat-fowling and
thrashing, and a shepherd piping. Others illustrate the chaining of
Satan, the Last Judgment, the Tree of Jessc, and the Dance of Death.

There 15 a scventeenth-century communion table.

Tir CATHEDRAL.

On the north side of Trinity Church are a few bases of thirteeuth-
century pillars and the inner part of a west front.  This was the priory
churclh founded by Leofric, which for a century from 1093 served as &
cathedral for Mercia.

} Bond, English Archiictare, p. 633.
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St. Mary Harn,

St. Mary Hall, one of the most beautiful and perfect specimens of
a medizval town house in England, consists of a hall and crypt of five
bays, kitchen, lobby, and other rooms, arranged round a courtyard. The-
kitchien, probably the hall of an older early fourteenth-century building,
contains fireplaces (restored), spits, pot-hooks, and recesses for the
turnspit to stand in. A louvre in the rcof lets out the smoke. Here
are the old whipping-post, and a figure of Henry VI from the market
Cross.

The great hall, used for five hundred years for municipal business, has .
a dais, oriel, minstrel gallery, over which hangs the civic armour, north
window filled with fiftcenth-century glass, and a tapestry-hanging of
the carly sixteenth century. Doors at the south end communicate with
smaller chambers and the staircase leading to the kitchen. The buttery, .
a separate building, has been taken down. The hall floor was formerly
tiled, its walls wainscoted, and the windows filled with old glass.

The north window has nine lights filled with ecffigics of kings, in
surcotes, Henry VI occupying the central position.  Others are William I
lettered underneath Conguestor, Richard 1 (Conquestor), Henry I1I,
Henry IV (Rex magnanimus Henvicus quartus), Henry V (Rex cgregius
Henricus quintus), Arthur, Constantine (Constantinus Anglicus, Impeva-
tor Christianissimus).  Above arc the coats of arms of Edward I,
Henry VI (France modern), Edward IIT (France ancient), Constantine, .
Ethelred, the City of Coventry.(pm/y per pale gu. and vert.. an clephant
bearing a casile or), the Earls of Hereford, Cornwall, and Lancaster, the-
Duke of Normandy, the kingdom of the East Augles, the Kings of Man,
the city of Lendon, King Alfred, the Dnke of Aquitaine, the city of York,
LEarl Leofric {or, an cagle displayed, sa.). This last, with tinctures.
reversed, is also the coat of arms of Coventry Priory.

The tapestry, of FFlemish work, is in two ticrs, cach of three divisions.
It was cvidently designed to ill this place, as its divisions follow the
lines of the mullions of the window above. Tt represents a kneeling king
and queen with their respective courtiers and ladies adoring the Virgin,
surrounded by the Apostles, and a scated figure—originally perhaps
representing God the Father, or Christ enthroned—now a poor substitu-
tion symbolical of Justice, surrounded by angels bearing symbols of the
Passion. Above the kings' group arc male saints in the following order :
St. John the Baptist, St. Thomas, St. Adrian, St. Peter, St. George, St.
Andrew, St. Bartholomew, St. Simon, St. Thaddeus. Above the queens’
group are St. Catherine, St. Barbara, St. Dorothea, St. Mary JMagdalene,
St. Margaret, St. Agnes, St. Gertrude of Nivelles (notice the mice on her-
shoulder), St. Anue, St. Apollonia.



44 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQI4.

The king kneels at a prie-Diew on which is a missal, beside him is an
arched crown. Bchind him kneels a cardinal in red robes. The queen
has a head embroidered with pearls, and a fleur-de-lis crown. Her
dress is yellow, with large sleeves lined with ermine.

Traditionally the group represents Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou,
but the monarchs contemporary with the weaving of the tapestry would
be Henry VII and Elizabeth of York. In all pro‘bability the subject
-commmemorates the admission of a king and queen into the ranks of
the Trinity Guild.

There arc old tiles in the floor of the oricl, and fragments of old glass
in the window.

There is a fine collection of armour. The large helmet over the
central figure, traditionally ‘‘ the Black Prince’s hielmet,”” is a sallade of
the time of the Wars of the Roscs.

Tlie roof is oak of the fiftecenth century, as the centre of cach beam is
the figure of an angel playing on an instrument of music.

In the mayoress’ parlour is the ancient oak chair of state, which
appears to have been sawn away, perhaps from some stalls in a church.
The arms of the city—the clephant—surmount onc corner. On onc
side is a carving of the Virgin and Child.

This room contains a fine picture (dated 1573) by Antonio Moro, of a
lady unknown, probably from the Spanish Netherlands.

The chamber at the south end of the great hall has recently been
wainscoted with Jacobean carving brought from a housec in Earl Strect.

The muniment room (ground floor) contains charters, letters, and
volumes of supreme interest. The date of the oldest charter is about
1180.

Forp’s Hosrrrar.

Ford's Hospital, which has a beautiful frontage and quadraugle of
timber-work, was founded as an almshouse by William IFord in 1529.
The windows arc of nine and six lights, with diamond panes and carved
headings. The upper story, with overhangings, is gabled, and has
carved barge-boards and hip-knobs. The front is decorated with pancl
work and pilasters carved out of the beams. The inner court is oblong,
with storics also overhanging, and at the end is a gable. ?

Parace Yarp.

Palace Yard was the house of the Hopkins’ family, who, in 1603,
cntertained Princess Elizabeth, afterwards Queen of Bohemia; in 1687
King James II ; and in 1688, Princess, afterwards Queen, Anne. Itisa
fine timber quadrangle with ornamental lead work, and the banqueting-
hall has a plaster ceiling of the carly cighteenth century.

1 See Ribton Turner, Shakeipewre's Land, p. 129,
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, !
By W. S. BRASSINGTON, F.S.A.

Stratford-upon-Avon appears three centurics before the Norman
‘Conquest as a place of some importance in Warwickshire. Thec name
indicates great antiquity, probably pre-Roman, although no Roman
remains of any importance have been found here. The river gravel,
however, yiclds abundant evidence of ancient habitation. In the gravel
pit at the corner of Loxley Lane a primitive hearth was found by the
writer, the remains include stones used for heating, fragments of pottery,
baked carth, and the bones of the horse and the ox. A bone ncedle was
found ncar the site of the hearth, and stone loom-weights have been dug
up at Rowley on the opposite side of the river.

The carliest charters give the name as follows: In 691 A.D. Et-stret-
fordm, in 714 A.D. Stractforda, in 781 A.D. Stretforda, in 845 A.D. Ufera
(upper) Stret Ford, and so on to our modern spelling. There is reason to
think that Egwin (died c. 71€)}, onc of the early bishops of Worcester,
who was at first abbot of Fladbury, exchanged that monastery for
Stratford shortly before he became bishop. About a century after
Egwin’s time Stratford was annexed to the Bishopric of Worcester, but
.after the year 872 A.p., when Bishop Werfyrd granted land at Nuthurst
and other places with reversion to the monks of Stratford, little is known
-of the history of the monastery, although it is said to have been pillaged
by the Danes. '

Domesday Book records that Stratford belonged to the church of
Worcester, that there was a mill, that a thousand cels per annum had
to be paid as a tribute to Worcester monastery, and that therc were
twenty-one villani with a priest in the town. Probably this last state-
ment indicates that a church had been built here. The fortunes of
Stratford were closely associated with the monastery of Worcester down
to the time of Henry VIIIL,

The bishops received from the kings various privileges, such as
.charters for markets and fairs, and under ccclesiastical rule the town
appears to have prospered and the people to have increcased in number.

An important family, apparently descendants of Hugh de Hatton,
took their name from the town, and in the fourteenth century one of
these, a certain Joln de Stratford, became Archbishop of Canterbury
and Lord Chancellor of England.

Long before that time there had been guilds in Stratford-upon-Avon.
The mandate granted by Godirey Gifford, Bishop of Worcester, for the
foundation of the * Guild of the Holy Cross,” is dated July 1oth, 1269,

1 See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Soc., vol. xii., p. 05, Stratford-upon-Avon Meeting, or
full account of the church and guild chape!.
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and in it Master Robert de Stratford is mentioned as the chicf member.
Gradually this guild absorbed other guilds, and its members continued
to direct the affairs of the town until the Dissolution in 1548, when the
whole oi the guild property passed to the Crown.

King Edward VI granted a new charter to the town on June zoth,
1553, creating a corporation and cndowing it with the property
of the guild, out of the revenue whereof a free Grammar School for the
cducation of boys and youths was to be maintaiuc(l, also an almshouse
for twenty-four old people, The old Stone Bridge over the Avon was
to be kept in repair.

The possessions of the church, which through the munificence of the
de Stratfords had become collegiate, passed to Jolm Dudley, Earl of
Warwick, afterwards Duke of Northumberland.

These lands were then handed to the king, but by another exchange
came back to the duke in four years’ time. Upon his excention, in 1553,
the Manor of Stratford was confiscated to the Crown, but afterwards.
granted to the duchess for life, and in the carly part of Elizabeth’s reign
it was granted to Ambrose Dudley, Larl of Warwick. In 1506 Edward
Greville was lord of the manor ; it passed from him to James I, and
continued as Crown property until Charles I conveyed it to the Iiarl of
Dorsct and Middlesex, whose successor, Lord Sackville, is the present
lord of the manor and patron of the vicarage.

Towards the end of his life Shakespeare acquired a moicty cf a leasc
of the tithe, including part of the endowment of the College of the
‘Canons, while Johm a Combe bought the other part. Probably it is for
this reason that Shakespeare and Combe are buried in the chancel of
the church.

The records of the Guild of Stratford and thosc of the corporation
have been most carcfully preserved for many years in one of the rooms
in Shakespeare’s birthplace.  During the present year the birthplace
trustees hiave completed a new muniment rooni, wherein the town docu-
ments, together with other manuscripts belonging to the  birthplace
trustees, will in future be stored.

Tie Parisu CHURCHL.

The parisli church of Stratford-upon-Avon, dedicated to the Holy
Trinity, possibly dates from before the Norman Conquest, but the
carliest masonry yet discovered belongs to the Larly Iinglish period.
This carly church must have been an imposing building, consisting of
anave, transepts an_d a chancel with aisles. The north aisle of the nave
was reconstructed about the year 1312, when Roland Joice, Archbishop
of Armagh, granted a forty days’ indulgence to all who would visit the
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aaltaror aid in the erection of the Chapel of the Blessed Mary at Stratford-
upon-Avon. The next work was the reconstruction of the central tower.
In 1325 Thomas Cobham, Bishop of Worcester, granted an indulgence
for the purpose of the reparation of the tower, and to this date we may
.assign the building as we see it at present, with its beautiful circular
windows and course of corbels. - The next portion of the church to be
rebuilt was the south aisle, which was completed in 1331, and an
.altar dedicated to the memory of St. Thomas a Becket. The next
important structural alteration was the rebuilding of the chancel, in
the time of Thomas Balsall, who died in the year 1491, and lies buried
under an alabaster tomb in the chancel on the north side of the altar.
The work of rebuilding was continued westwards, the nave being
re-roofed and a clerestory added with beautiful panelling {rom the
.arches upwards. The porch and the room above it may be the last work
-of the pre-Reformation builders. On the north side of the chancel
-a building, styled the ‘“ Charnel House,”” was pulled down in modern
times. Originally intended for the accommodation of the choristers,
at a later date it became a receptacle for human bones, and the practice
-of disturbing the remains of the dead and casting the bones into this
room may have led to the inscription being placed over Shakespeare’s
.grave i—
“Good friend, for Jesvs sake, forbeare
To digg the dust incloased Here,” &c.

.Notice—

1. The sanctuary ring of bronze on the north door.

2. The fifteenth-century font in which Shakespeare was baptised.

3. The parish registers containing the entrics of the baptism and

burial of Shakespeare, and other particulars of the members
of his family.

4. The Clopton Chapel, formerly the Lady Chapel, with the tomb
of the Earl and Countess of Totnes and the cenotaph of
Sir Hugh Clopton.

The transepts, with interesting tomb of a Stratford draper
of the time of Elizabeth, and the lancet windows.

(&)

6. The rood screen and stalls, especially the curious carvings on
the misericordes.

7. The tomb of Shakespeare.
8. The tomb of Decan Balsall, builder of the chancel.
9. The tomb of Jolin & Combe.

1o. The stones marking the resting-place of the Shakespeare
{family.
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11. The remarkable skew of the chancel.
12. The finc west window with three niches below it.
(The modern glass in this window is atrocious; the only
fragments of old glass are in the window of the Clopton
Chapel.)

Nasu’s House aNp NEw Pracc MUuseun.

This house adjoined Shakespeare’s mansion, and in his time was.
occupied by the Nashs, onc of whom married the poct’s granddaughter,
Elizabeth Hall. The house now belongs to the trustees and guardians.
of Shakespeare’s birthplace, by whom it was repaired in 1911-12, when
a timber-framed front was re-constructed, and the ancient gable exposed
to view. The muscum contains many interesting relics, including an
ancient shovel-board, the muniment chest of the Guild of the Holy
Cross, and some pictures of local interest.

The foundations of New Place are accessible from Nash’s House.

The site of the louse in which Shakespeare spent the last years of
his lifc may be scen at the corner of Chapel Street and Chapel Lane.
Unfortunately, there is little left except the foundations, for a previous.
owner of this famous house rebuilt it, and a later owner, in 1759, incensed
at having to pay rates, actually demolished the whole building, and sold
the materials.

Tue GuiLp CHAPEL.

From New Place Gardens a fine view of the Guild Chapel may be:
obtained, It was rcbuilt about the time of Henry VII. I‘rom
September to March the curfew is tolled here cach cvening at cight
o’clock, and the 'prentice bell at six o’clock in the morning. The walls.
were formerly covered with remarkable paintings, drawings of which were-
made by Thomas Tisher carly in the ninetecnth century, before the
paintings were covered over with whitewash. The subjects represent—
The Great Doom, The Legend of the Holy Cross, The Dcath of
St. Thomas & Becket, ctc. :

THeE GuiLp HALL AND THE GRAMMAR SCIOOL.

On the south side of the Chapel are the ancient Guild Hall, Grammar
School and Almshouses. The Guild Hall, a large half-timbered structure
of considerable beauty, was originally built in 1296 by Robert de-
Strafford, and rebuilt in the fifteenth century. T'or some time it was.
the meeting-place of the sisters and brothers of the Guild, and later of
the Town Council before the present Town Hall came into use.

It is said that it was in this hall that Shakespeare first saw a stage-
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play, as it was here that the companies of itinerant players, who then
visited the town, gave their performances. When the poet’s father was.
Ligh bailiff this privilege was first granted to the players.

Above the Guild Hall is the Grammar School, an ancient foundation,
further endowed by a priest named Jolyffe in 1482, and under the:
provisions of the charter of 1553 continued as a scliool for Stratford-
upon-Avon boys. Several of the old timbered rooms are noteworthy and
quaint, such as ‘‘ the Council Chamber,”” with Tudor roses painted on the-
wall and a fine oak roof, the Record Room, the Mathematical Room and
Latin Schoolroom (now thrown into one) over the Guild Hall. To this
room it is generally believed Shakespeare came, to use his own expression,
* creeping like snail unwillingly to school,” and a desk, before its.
removal to the Birthplace Museum, was pointed out as the actual one
at which he sat.

THE SHAKESPEARE JEMORIAL.

The NMemorial Building includes a theatre, a picture gallery, and a
library, standing in a pleasant garden bordering the Avon. A fine group:
of bronze statuary by Lord Ronald S. Gower adorns the grounds;
a figure of Shakespeare crowns the summit of this monument, while
around the pedestal are grouped Falstaff, Prince Henry, Hamlet, and
Lady Macbetl, completing the design. The views from the gardens as.
well as from the theatre tower are exceptionally fine. k

THE THEATRE.

The Theatre holds eight hundred and fifty people. The auditorium,.
being circular in shape, reminds us of the Globe Theatre built by
Shakespeare and his company at Southwark. The interior is plain but
comfortable, and excellently ventilated by means of clectric fans. The:
act-drop by Beverley represents the old Globe Theatre. The Shakespeare-
festivals take place in this building twice a year, in the spring and
during the month of August. Nearly all Shakespeare’s plays have been
performed upon this stage.

THE PICTURE GALLERY.

The Picture Gallery contains a collection of pictures relating to the-
Droeshout Original

onc subject—Shakespearc—and including the
portrait of the poet presented to the gallery by the late Mrs. Charles
Edward Flower. There are some fine examples of the English school of
painting, works by Romney, Lawrence, Northcote, Fuseli, Opie and
Sir Joshua Reynolds.
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THE LIBRARY.

The Library of Shakespearcan and dramatic literature is said to be
-onc of the finest of its kind in the world. Here are some of the carly
quartos, the first four folios, and nearly all the English and forcign
- cditions of the plays, as well as an extensive local collection, and a small
muscum of objects illustrating the archaxology of the subject.
Shakespeare’s gloves and chair are preserved here.

The Memorial, founded in 1875 by the late Charles Edward Ilower,
has a small endowment, but funds arc still required to carry on the
-cducational work to its highest development, the chief object the
Governors have in view being the advancement and improvement of the
-dramatic art.

SUAKESPEARE’S DBIRTHYLACE.

Shakespeare was baptised at Stratford-upon-Avon on April 26th,
1564, and this and other evidence fixes the date of his birth as April 23rd
“(old style), St. George’s Day. At that date John Shakespeare, the poct’s
father, occupied property in Henley Street, though he did not buy the
two houses he occupied till 1575.

The descendants of John Shakespeare continued to own the property

till the commencement of the nincteenth century. In 1778 Malone
stated, ‘“ This Thomas Hart, who is fifth in descent from Joan Hart,
our poct’s sister, is now (1778) living at Stratford in the house in which
Shakespeare was born.”  OQur belief that Shakespearc was born in this
liouse, and in a particular room in it, is not founded on flimsy story or
vain rumour, but on the evidence of ancient documents, and on the
tradition of his family.

Though during the course of ncarly four centurics the house has
suffered many changes, it remains in general form much the same as it
was when the poet’s fathier lived there. It is a house of some size, being
in fact two dwellings thrown into onc, and with its outbuildings and
gardens denotes the substantial position of the owners.

The castern portion of the house, formerly the business portion, and
afterwards an inn called 1;110 ““ Swan and Maidenhead,” now serves the
purposc of a muscum. The central part, originally the family dwelling,
is also open for inspection, but the western rooms have been closed to
the public for many years. It would be well if this part of the house
could be opened. The visitors would then be better able to form a
-correct estimate of the size and importance of the poct's carly home.

CLIFFORD CHAMBERS.!

1 Sce paper Ly Sir John Maclean in Trans. B. and G. drch, Sce., vol. xiv.
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NoTEs oN THE HERALDRY IN THE GUILD CHAPEL AT STRATFORD-

UPON-AVONXN.
By Fraxcis WERE, EsQ.

In the Guild Chapel adjoining theGrammar School at Stratford-upon-
Avon is a tablet memorial to Sir Hugh Clopton, Knt.,, Recorder of
London and also Mayor. At the top as a shield, with the Lonpon CiTy
coat, viz. ‘‘ Argent a cross and in dexter chief quarter a sword (or
dagger) gules,” impaling CLopToN, ‘“ Paly of six or and azure, a lion
rampant counterchanged.” The *“ Baron” thiere is changed from a
‘“Man " to a City, and the ““ Femme ” from a woman to a man, upsetting
all correct marshalling. The mind of whoever granted it or painted it,
was certainly guided Dby the ccclesiastical anomaly, where the see
impales its bishop instead of a woman, who has to be content with the
idea that he is wedded to his see, an idea which I should think no
office-bearer in the civil government of a city would like to consider
himself so effeminate. The proper way, of course, is to put the city on
one shicld conjoined to another bearing the office-bearer’s coat, in the
same way as a knight of an order cannot surround his coat impaled with
his wife’s with the ribbon or garter, but she has to have a separate
shield bearing her coat, conjoined with his on the sinister side. 1 also
saw this above coat cast' in metal and painted on the gas lamp-
standards near the bridge.

It is not often that one comes across three different coats of one
famiiy so much mixed up together as in the Clopton Chantry in
Stratford-upon-Avon Church. T will begin with the Clopton, the shield
of which is engraved on p. 109 in Warwickshire Visitalion, Lbelow which
is its Dlazon,  Per pale or gules a cross pattéc counterchanged.” Now
this differs a good deal from the engraving above, since the cross is
“‘ throughout,” and it is footed, turning the lower limD into a cross
patonce, which seems to have guided all the painters to adopt a cross
patonce quite contrary to the blazon, and one not ‘“ thronghout.” One
cannot believe that the engraving is correct, since there is nothing in the
blazon said about the foot, though there is nothing said also about the
““ throughout,” yet one can quite belicve that it was so originally, as
our ancestors were far better heraldic designers and painters than what
we see now, their chief aim being to exalt the ordinary or charge, and
leave as little of the *“ field " as was necessary, whilst what we see is
generally nearly all “field ” and very small charges, Lrought about
probably Dby the increased number of charges but still out of all
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proportion. Therefore as the blazon is the guide, all I can say is that
those I saw were decidedly wrong.

Next we come to the Cocksfield coat, which it scems was grafted in
by Sir Walter in a very indircct way, as it scems to have been purchased
along with the manor from James Clopton in Edward I, whilst a
Cocksficld alias Clopton appears in Richard II. This coat appears in the
Visitation as *“ Paly of four or and azure a lion rampant counterchanged,”
but the Lulk were “ Paly of six,” and in certain cases the paws were on
the dexter or pale, whilst the hinder part of the lion were on the field of
the shicld and debrused by a pale or two, and an attempt has been made
to work a five and sixth pale over the four, which the armories scem to
think is more correct than the four, at any rate the lion should be over”
the pales.

The latest is where Carew, ““ or three lions passant in pale sable,
armed and languid gules ” (the lions licre were inclined to be guardant),
and I saw no gules about them, quartering cither the cross patonce for
the Clopton or clse the Cocksfield as far as my memory serves me.  Now
this coat could not have been correct marshalling for Sir George Carew
cven when Earl of Totnes, as he married Joyce, daughter and co-heir
of William Clopton, of Clopton, co. Warwick, and therefore ought to
have borne her coat on an cscutchicon of Pretence, if he had had a son
then it would have been correct for him ; it would scem to have
been more correct if he had impaled her coat of Clopton quartering
Cocksfield. '





