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BRISTOL ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES, 1913—1919.}
X1V,
By Jonn E. PriTcHARD, F.S.A.

T was about two years prior to the great war that I
had the pleasure of addressing you last, and in these
belated notes I fear it may be as difficult for me to portray
with exactitude what I have to say, as it will be for you
to follow me. Now, in reminding you of this fact, it
would seem to imply that there must be many fascinating
stories yet to unfold. A moment’s reflection, however,
will convince you that the reverse may be the case, for
no great building schemes have been carried out during
the period, consequently no important excavations
have been made. Further, it is often a wonder to the
““man in the street’ that there should be anything
fresh to rccord, as the greater part of the city has been
disturbed at some time or another; but surely we may
assume that the opportunities for tracing still more of
the prehistoric ages as well as the earlier dwellings of the
mediacval period are not less favourable : as present day
methods are to excavate more thoroughly and to sink
deeper shafts for concrete foundations, as distinct from
the old mode of piling into the alluvial, which allowed
little disturbance of the soil. If this be so, then this
city of Bristol will continue to give up the secrets of her
ancient streets, just as-London and Rome are doing to-day.
Let me in the first place draw your attention to some
excavations carried on in 1913 at COLSTON AVENUE, upon
the site acquired by H.M. Board of Works for Govern-
ment offices. This spot formerly faced the open river

1 Read at the Bristol Evening Meeting, January 26th, 1920,
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Frome, where houses are shown upon the site in the
earliest plan we possess, that of W. Smith, who measured
the City of Bristow in 1568. The last erections were
probably of carly cighteenth century, and the final
occupation was Barton’s Carriage Factory. The property
had been unoccupied for many years previously, and
most of the buildings had been demolished.

In this case only the cellar walls of the original houses,
which stood upon the sloping sandstone formation, at
the rear, were traced. In the front several deep shafts-
were sunk, penetrating the rubbish pits of former habita-
tions, which produced a number of coarse handles of jugs
of the thirteenth century, with slashed decoration ; and
some fragments of fourteenth and fifteenth century
pottery, including small glazed mask-head and other rim
ornamentation ot domestic pottery vessels.

Then, besides these, were two particularly interesting
fragments of fifteenth century pottery—green and yellow
glazed—of unusual character, which evidently formed
parts of the ornamental rim of two distinct shallow
vessels. The larger specimen has a green body, and
upon a square upright—or division in the ornamentation
of the vessel—a representation of St. George and the
Dragon is to be seen, with a large yellow rose above and
below, and on cither side a figure of a lion. The smaller
fragment—which has a yellow body—shows the lower
part of the drapery of a figure, probably ** St. Catharine,”
as a wheel lies below the folds of the robe, with a large
rosc under, allin green glaze. Though no Norman or later
kiln has yet been discovered, there is no doubt that all
this pottery was of local manufacture.

The remaining finds included a pewter spoon with
acorn knop, of fifteenth century, and a long brass hand-
made pin with cone-shape head: a number of seventeenth
century small bowl tobacco pipes, several bearing maker’s-
marks, a Bristol farthing 1652, and a few later coins
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as well as a large number of small fragments of pottery,
dating from the thirteenth to the eighteenth century.

Now almost close by, in business premises in NELSON
STREET, are two Norman pillars with clustered capitals,
the existence of which is hardly known. They have
never been properly illustrated, but they have now been
photographed.! They stand in a cellar, about 2o feet
by 18 feet, and support the joists of a machine room.
There was formerly an opening on the north side of the
cellar looking towards the river Frome, and the puzzle
is for what purpose these pillars were used, if this was.
their original position.

In these days of food control, it may be well to recall
the Meat Market on the eastern side of Union Street,
just opposite the offices of Messrs. J. S. Fry & Sons,
even though the building destroyed was not of classic
design. ’

The market sites of Bristol have often been discussed
in the daily papers, and no wonder, for the city has altered
so greatly since they were chosen as distributing centres,
and to-day they are not only inconvenient but their
position greatly impedes general traffic. This market was.
constructed when Union Street was made.? It was
opened on May 1st, 1776, and it did duty until 1913,
when it was demolished, shops now occupying the site.
The canopy frontage was removed by the purchaser to
his residence on Durdham Down, and may now be seen.
in the garden there.

HiGH STREET.

On the east side of High Street, between the Dutch.
House and Mary-le-Port Street, in the parish of All
Saints, four small gabled roofs had been clearly visible
against the sky for years beyond our reckoning, indicating.
a similar number of distinct dwellings, which had been.

1 By the courtesy of Messrs. T. & W. Goulding.
2 T atimer’s Annals, XV IIIth century, p. 396.
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utilised for the purposes of business longer than we can
remember. To the general public and even to the
antiquary this short stretch of ancient domestic architec-
ture—a frontage of only 44 feet—had never appeared of
much interest ; for even the original barge boards, which
once adorned the gables had long since disappeared, only
the two middle ones having any claim to the dignity of
that position (see plate XIII, fig. 1).

Further, the elevation of what was apparently that of
several houses was very poor in character—a single
window inserted immediately under each gable had two
windows beneath it, and a modern shop frontage abutted
immediately upon the pavement. This property had
been occupied in recent years by Messrs. Jones & Co., Ltd.,
who in January, 1914, commenced its demolition in ordeg
to erect modern premises ; and by the courtesy of the
directors I had the rare opportunity of inspecting the
gradually disappearing structure. It should be under-
stood that the four gables did not represent four houses,
although the sections had been numbered 5, 6, # and 8
High Street for many years.

As so often happens in the case of old city properties,
very little was really left of the original building; but
the Solar or guest chamber on the first floor, contained
some remains of unusual interest. The whole of the
super-structure of this block of buildings, however, had
been so wrecked in years gone by, that any attempt to
describe the original house is impossible. It was evident,
however, that the principal room extended over Nos. 6
and 7, and that a small apartment adjoined in what was
evidently No. 5; for the plan of the cellars proved most
conclusively that the portions numbered 5, 6 and 7 really
formed one property. It was also clear that No. 4 was
a part of the original premises.

The walls: of the Solar must have been wholly
panelled in oak, with finely carved overmantel, such as
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one would only expect to see in the house of a wealthy
burgher Only portions of this panelling remained, and
that in very bad condition; but since the many coats of
- paint have been removed the unusual character of -the
carving has been revealed.

The Overmantel is divided into nine compartments
with deep moulded borders, the central one filled with
the Royal Arms, which is the achievement of Queen
Elizabeth--‘‘ France modeérn and England quarterly ” as
in use between 1405 and 1603, surrounded by the legend
Hont soyt qui mal © paence upon a’garter, supported
by the lion and dragon, with flowers in the field. The
compartments at the sides are now blank, but they must
have contained carved work originally. The three small
upper panels beneath the cornice contain Renaissance
carving with mask heads, birds and reptiles; but these
had unfortunately been mutilated. The lower series of
narrow panels, however, is in remarkably fine state and
luckily gives us the clue to the merchant who introduced
these internal fitments in the Elizabethan era. The
central panel bears the name of

WYLLEM YOUNG.

most clearly cut upon a raised label. In the left panel
‘we get the initials W.¥. and 1.Y. his own and those of
his wife, divided by what is evidently a Merchant’s mark ;
and in the right panel are apparently the arms of his
trade guild. We may safely attribute the date to the
sixteenth century, and presuming the arms upon the
shield are those of the Grocers’ Company--Mr. Were tells
me the coat is evidently Argent, a Chevron gules between
nine cloves 6 and 3 Sable—we shall, I think, be correct
in assuming that the house belonged to William Young,
Grocer, who was Mayor of the City, 1555-6 (sce plate
XIII, fig. 2). Additional note see page 148.

The house was situated in the parish of ‘All Saints, and
it is most likely that William Young was connected with

VOL. XLIL ' R
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the church which stands almost opposite, with a frontage
to Corn Street, in some important way ; for, in his History
of Bristol,» Barrett records the delivery of plate, belonging
to that church, to the Mint for the king’s use in 1549,
and actually gives a copy of the receipt for the same. The
entry runs as follows :—

“Cn the 13th August 1549 was received by me, Robert
Recorde, Comptroller of his Majesty’s Mint of Bristol, to his
Highness's use, of Mr, William Younge and John Pykes, proctors
of All Hallows in Eristol, in gilt silver 19 lbs, 11} 0z ; and in

cel gilt 15 lbs, 30z,
parcel gl Robert Recorde.”’

Considerable research has failed to trace any definite
movements to this individual, but in all probability the
** proctor ” of All Saints was the same William Young
who owned the house we are now describing.

Returning to the Solar, though
the fitments of this apartment
only date from the Elizabethan
period, the fabric itself was much
earlicr. The ground floor had
been wholly modernised in years
gone by, but by a fortunate co-
incidence in cxamining the wond-
work of the frontage during the
demolition, a small relic of a
fifteenth-century house was dis-
covered at a point six fect back
from the present line of the strect.
This consisted of one of the bracket
posts of the entrance porch, pierced
by a narrow light with a double
cusped head; the height of the
post being ¢ feet 3 inches to the
top of the spring.

As to the cellars, these were of very massive construc-

! Page 440.
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tion, and similar in style to others in High Street, which
have been particularly recorded by William Wyrcestre ;
for in this street some of the wealthiest of the citizens
carried on business as in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, living over their shops as was customary in
those days. The original entrance to the cellars remained,
and entering from the street a flight of cight decp steps
led down to the capacious and massively built stores,
where the walls varied from two to four feet in thickness.
The front portion of the cellar adjoining the street, under
No. 6, had a width of 11 feet by 19 fectin length, and the
flooring of the shop abnve was supported by square oak
beams, nearly 18 inches in diameter. These were cham-
fered on the edge, and supported by oak uprights, and by
large roughly shaped stone corbels let into the end walls.
One of the uprights had a moulding, or slender attached
shaft with a capital cut out of the solid timber, and a rude

bracket above. It was not clear if there was a base.

originally (see plate X1V, fig. 1). A similar cellar doubt-
less existed beneath Nos. 5 and 7, and all were apparently
in one occupation.

Between the front and back cellars were very small
stone arched passages, measuring 6 feet long, entered by
pointed doorways 5 feet wide and 7 feet g inches high to
point of arch. Then there were two vaulted stone cellars
at the back, the dividing wall being carried from the centre
of the front cellar of No. 6, each about 37 feet in length,
and nearly 15 feet wide, making it clear that our present
numbers 5, 6 and 7, really formed the same property
(see plate XV, figs. 1 and 2). A large splayed opening at
the east end of both the rear cellars, fully 6 feet wide,
with moulded jambs, undoubtedly gave the necessary
light and air, as far as it could be obtained. These
vaulted cellars communicated at the eastern end, and
from the northern section fourteen steps wound up to
the back store of the Merchant’s premises, but on the



132 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQ20.

level of the sixth step a small stone chamber had been
formed ; this was cntered through a roughly moulded
archway, which showed the original rabbet for door and
the iron hanger. It was really only a small apartment,
6 fcct long by 4 feet wide, with two stone ledges at
the end. In all probability this had been used as a
private closct for valuables ; and it certainly suggested.
the burgher’s treasury (sce plate XIV, fig. 2).

In demolition work of this character one is aiways
-expectant as to * finds ”’ and in this case some interesting
discoverics were made, for imbedded in the masonry of
the centre wall of the back cellar of No. 6, a silver penny
of Henry III. was found. It was coated in mortar and
was hardly recognisable, but Mr. G. C. Brooke of the
‘Coin Department of the British Museum kindly undertook
to clean it though he feared it might break in the process.
He was most successful, reporting: “ A very thin coin
with deep corrosion so less casy an object for cleaning.”

The legend rcads :—

Obv. HENRICUS REX IIIL
Rev. RICARD ON LVND.

This coin is of the “ long cross ” type of the second
issue, and was struck between 1247 and 1272. It repre-
scnts a crowned bust of the king, facing.! Therc were
.only two types of silver pennies in this reign, and there
were fewer mints than in previous oncs.

Then by a singular coincidence, on the same day
(February 12th) another silver coin turned up; which
was found in the mortar work of the arch springing from
the north wall of the cellar ot No. 5. This also was
.cleaned at the British Museum, and found to be very
corroded ; it had also been badly clipped. It turned
out to be a silver Groat of Edward III., of the London
Mint, and was struck between 1360 and 1369.2 The legend
.on the obverse is illegible, but that on the reverse rcads :

CIVITAS LONDON.

1 & 2 These are in the writer’s collection.
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We are familiar with the proceedings of laying founda-
tion stones, and the deposit of new coinage in a cavity
of a certain stone, but it must be of very rare occurrence
that a coin is found in ancient masonry in this way.

The only instance akin to it that I can remember was.
the discovery of a fragment of the handle of a pottery
water jug in the Norman wall at the Pithay, found during
demolition 1; a valuable indication of the scarce pottery
of that period.

Though we cannot of course definitely accept the date
of the coins as the actual age of the earliest building on
this site, we have strong confirmation of the approximate
age in the samples of mortar taken from the very walls,
at the time of the discoveries.

Then various other coinage that turned up included :(—

Charles I. half-crown. Mint mark: a sun; struck
in 1645.
Obv. King on horseback.
Rev. A garnished Shield of Arms.

Charles 1. shilling, struck at the * Tower” Mint,
1636-8.

James I. Harrington token. Mint mark: a rose,
1603-25.

Bristol farthing, 1651.

Gloucester farthing, 1657.

Charles II. farthing, 1672, and many worn coins,
as usual.

Several miscellaneous objects of interest were also
found, as follows :(—

An iron shot, 1} in. diameter, weight 9% oz. Pro-
ably used c. 1450. ‘

A beautifully made chain of fine split cane, about
6 in. long, with ivory bar, attached by a small
bronze fly ornament, and short appendage w1th
a portion of an ivory compass.

1 This is in the writer’s collection,
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A few tobacco pipes, including the marks L.E. and
E.L.; and some very carly small glass bottles.

A number of black glazed tiles were turned up in the
deposit which lay above the red marl at a varying depth
of 5 to 7 feet below the level of the footway, at the rear
of No. 8--which extends back to the ‘“ Adam and Eve ”
passage—leading from Wine Strect to Mary-le-port
Street. And what was of still grcater interest was the
discovery of a semi-base of a transitional Norman column,
in good state of preservation. It is clear that these
objects were brought to this spot, but whence came they?
It is suggested that their original home was the church
of St. Mary-le-Port.

Further down the street, on the same side, are some
business premises, known as No. 21, High Strect, which
belong to the Bristol Guardians of the Poor. About the
same time, in 1974, our member, Mr. J. J. Simpson, had
occasion to inspect this property and kindly invited me
to accompany him to view the interesting interior,
Behind the modern shop we found a low ceiled room of
irregular shape, about 27ft. 6 in. by 16 fect 6 inches, a
rclic of Jacobean days, if not earlier, with panclled walls,
containing a typical mantel-picce, of which you sce a
view on the screen. The initials of the owner arc on the
fricze--T.A.D.—but without date. This room led into
a lofty apartment, 25 feet by 16 feet with a carved wood
mantcl-picce of a century later ; and at the extreme rear
a small storc room with a tracc of seventeenth century
moulded plaster worl.

The property was bequeathed to the Guardians, Mr.
Simpson informs me, under the will of John Knight,
described as of St. Andrew, Holborn, Esquire, which was
apparently dated the 1gth April, 1706 ; and subject to
the reversionary interest of persons named in the said
will this property described as ‘“ The George,”’ ! in the

1 Not a licensed house.
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occupation of Mr. William Bush, Linen Draper, was to
pass to the Guardians for ever. The early directories
tell us that Messrs. Barry & Son, Booksellers, occupied
this shop at the beginning of last century, and as they
also conducted a Library and Reading Room we can
imagine for what purpose the large room, with its Georgian
mantel-piece, was used.

MEebpiAEvAL TILES.

A group of Tile subjects must now claim our attention,
for these most interesting relics of mediaeval times
constitute a rare possession even in our historic city.
The discovery of a single specimen in excavating gave
great pleasure to our old friend and member, Mr. Robert
Hall Warren, who, amongst other studies, did more for
this subject, here, than any one else. He knew every
Bristol tile above ground, and his delight would have
been unbounded at the discoveries I am recording to-
night. '

In 1913 some excavation was necessary beneath the
Rates Office in BrRoOAD STREET, just behind the Council
House, when the workmen turned up a number of tiles,
which most probably came from the destroyed church of
St. Ewen. This edifice once stood, as most members are
aware, at the corner of Corn Street and Broad Street,
the site of the present Council House. To quote from a
pamphlet of the period :—

““ It was in the year 1788, on the petition of the Body
Corporate, an Act was obtained for the removal of St.
Ewen’s Church, the Council House and some adjoining
houses, and applying so much of the respective sites
thereof, as was necessary, to the widening of Broad
Strect, and upon the residue a new Council House, with
proper buildings and offices, was to be erected. In the
year 1789 Christ Church, then completed, was opened
for divine service ; St. Ewen’s Church was taken possession
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of, desecrated, and the materials sold by the Corporation.™”

What the ““ desecration ™ of the church exactly meant,
one can hardly tell, but Mr. Latimer in his Annals refers
to the woodwork, bell, &c., being sold1; though the
term probably meant a great deal more than that. Now
the Churchwarden’s Accounts for 1461 contain an “‘ Ttem
for wasshyng of ye churche pavon ageynst King Edward
ye IV, is comyng iiii. ob.”” 2 So I imagine we can assume
the church posscssed a floor laid by such tiles; but
these were thought little of in those days, and although
about a dozen were recently rescued from the debris
the rest of the floor was probably used in the masonry
of the new buildings. Eight of those found belonged to
a set of sixteen, which formed an heraldic design, bearing
the arms of the Beauchamp family, Earls of Warwick.
They have really no connection with this city, and were
probably stock tiles from onc of the local kilns. Several
other tiles of well-known designs were also found at the
same time.

In October of tlic same yecar considerable digging was
nccessary at the back of the Gas Company’s Offices in
PipE LANE, when a skull and other human remains were
discovered. These were doubtless further remains from
the burial ground of the Carmelites, just below Colston
Hall, which was built upon the site of the *“ Great House,”
and in earlier times of the domestic building of that order :
whence a number of mediaeval English Crania were
unearthed in 1904, upon which Dr. Beddoc contributed
a paper at one of our evening mectings.® Scveral tiles
were also found at that time.

On the present occasion (1913) the skull unfortunately
collapsed before any examination could be made ; but by a
fortunate coincidence during the work of excavating,

1 Annals, XVIIIth century, p. 496.

2 Taylor’s Book about Bristol, 1872, p. 376.
3See Trans. B. & G. Arch. Society, vol. xx1x., p. 136,
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early in 1914, a few Mediaeval Tiles of extraordinary
interest were unearthed. It is to be regretted that they
were got out during the absence of the Architect and of
the Clerk of Works, as their exact position was not noted,
but from information obtained from the workmen who
discovered the tiles, and who brought them away, it
appears they had been built against a wall, which probably
saved them, and which had to be demolished quickly
in the course of clearing the site, without anyone in-
terested being called in to examine the discovery.

It is possible that in the work of rapid demolition
other of these mediaeval relics may have been destroyed,
though enquiries immediately afterwards brought a
negative reply.

TiLEs FrROM CARMELITE CHURCH.

The four principal tiles saved are equestrian in design,
oblong in shape, and in a remarkably good state of preser-
vation, though they naturally show signs of wear (see plate
XVI). They are of red
ware with an inlaid design
under a yellow lead glaze,
and measure 84 inches long
by 5% inches wide. They
all represent knights on
horseback, twoofthemare
depicted with lance level-
led for attack, one wearing
a tilting helmet—though
the other appears to have
lost his—and each within
a border of roundels ; the
other two ! are shown with
sword over head, each

-

Y One of these Is the property of Mr, Hiatt Baker, the others are in the
writer's collection.
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wearing a helmet, also ready for the fray, but within a
plain border; the horses on all four tiles being shown
at a gallop. They probably date from the end of the
thirteenth or beginning of the fourteenth century, and
must have formed part of a series of such subjects, for a
number of other fragments were found—all differing. In
addition, fragments of many other tiles were found,
forming altogether a most interesting collection.

The third case of which I must speak records a loss
and not a find. It is the instance to which I referred
in my Presidential address in July last.! I now wish to
say, briefly, that the ancient CANYNGE PAVEMENT, which
has gone away from Bristol was due to no inaction on
our part, as no member of this Society was aware it was
purchasable.

In the “ Canynge Guide " of 1878, when the premises
were owned and occupied by Messrs. Jefferies & Sons
(publishers of the guide) we were told that * immediately
behind the Hall is a lovely ceiled room °Canynges’
Parlour,” the original floor of encaustic tiles is carefully
preserved under a wooder: floor ” ; and a trade pamphlet
issued by the present owners and occupiers of Canynge
House, about twenty years later, referred to the ‘ tiled
floor of unique design, in good preservation.” However
strongly we may feel upon the subject we can, of course,
offer no opinion as to the right to sell, but it is difficult
to understand how anyone with the instinct of an anti-
quary, could take part in the removal of this historic
relic from its original site. It is naturally our bounden
duty as members of this Society to detect and stop such
actions.

That very plain building known as “ Bridge Street
Chapel ” was demolished at the end of 1913. It pos-
sessed no architectural features of interest, and there

1See Trans., vol. XLIL., pp. 134-135.
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are no finds from the excavation to record. It was
closed as a place of worship in 1868, when it was let for
business purposes. No complete view of the south side
of ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH could be obtained until
this chapel was demolished. It was then that the view on
the screen was secured, from the scaffolding ; this shows
the five perpendicular windows to great advantage.
It may not be known to all members that the windows
on the north side of the church were all blocked up by
the erection of the houses which can be seen from
Mary-le-Port Street. They were built during the seven-
teenth century, with their overhanging frontages and
gabled roofs, by men of wealth, and they still remain
with their coats of yellow-wash, some bearing the Arms
of the Brewers’ Company of London, which of course
indicates that the owners were brewers. Our member
Mr. Loxton had quite lately sketched the curious brick
chimneys of these houses, which are not noticeable to
the ordinary passer by.

On the north side of Thomas Street, just beyond
St. Thomas’s Church, an old Tavern known as the ‘° COURT
SaMpsoN "’ was pulled down in the early part of 1914.
The tenement comprised three floors with attic over,
beneath a single gable, with a slightly over-hanging
frontage. A poor fabric indeed, but in the front room
over the bar was a typical moulded wood chimney-piece
bearing the initials, with date over, I.G. 1669. The
property belongs to the Bristol Municipal Charities, and
would have been saved had it not been beyond repair.

Thougl this house is gone there are other equally
interesting places left for us to explore in the same
thoroughfare, and one or two possessing a legend that
Hogarth left a painting on the walls by way of paying
off a debt. ’

The reference to the demolition of even this debased
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timber tencment reminds us that the picturesque character
of our streets is clearly, if may be slowly, changing. This
same evolution is so intense in London that the London
County Council systematically photographs all changes
in the architecture of the streets. A short while since
a serics of such records was on view at the Guildhall
under the title of ‘‘ Disappearing London.” Although
no systematic work of this naturc appears to have been
carricd out in Bristol, an attempt has been made for
many years past to do what has been possible by ourselves.
It is also well to record that an cffort was made ncarly
80 years ago to show by a scrics of illustrations the
architecture and street-views of the principal through-
fares in Bristol. The sheets issucd—now cxceedingly
scarce—werc the work of E. A. Sargeant and engraved
by J. P. Cox.

It was rather expected that some relics might turn up
when the shop known as *“ SouTHEY HOUSE,” in Wine
Strect—the birth-place of Robert Southey, the Poct—-
was demolished in 1914 for the site of business premises
for Messrs. Boots, Ltd. This is just another instance ¢f
an important change in street frontages. There is little
to record ; but some old cellarage walls cight fect in thick-
ness were visible at a depth of cleven feet below the
street level, and at the rear of the building a moulded
plinth and some fragments of tracery turned up. I am
exhibiting a sample of the mortar which indicates an
early period—probably thirteenth or fourtcenth century.
Some coinage as usual was found, as the folk of this city
were as carcless with their change then as nuw-a-days ;
it comprised : George I. 1723 and George III. 1771 and
1806 halfpennies, Irish halfpenny of 1805 and George
I1I. shilling 1816 ; but very little mediacval pottery was
found. _

To perpetuate the residence of the Southeys a small
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carved bust of the Poet has been affixed at the summit
of the frontage.

The reparation of the Tower of St. Stephen’s Church,
at this period, and completed during the six years
Presidency—just ended, whilst Mr. Harry Vassall, one
of our members, was Master of the Guild—is worthy of
note. One of the views on the screen shows the very
decayed state of the famous tower before the work was
begun.

Owing to the subsidence of one of the Norman columns,
on the north side of the Naveof ALL SAINTS CHURCH, some
under-pinning had to be carried out in 1916. In excava-
ting for this a small mediaeval tile was found, which is
interesting, as all vestiges of an early pavement have
long since disappeared ; but as other tiles were discovered
in 1843, when some alterations were then being carried
out, it would appear that the floor of this church was so
pdved. A fragment of a mediaeval mortar and a small
chipping from one of the columns were found with the
tile.2

One of the best improvements in recent times, on the
north side of the city, was the demolition of what has
been termed the “ Island,” really the dilapidated block
of property between Rupert Street and St. John’s Bridge ;
it was partly destroyed in 1914, and finally removed the
year following. The last section of the open Frome at
this spot was arched over about 1867, and then Rupert
Street came into being, yet the name of the Bridge still
remains, for historic reasons no doubt.

The block comprised a group of poor shops, principally
of the eighteenth century, but formerly constituted the
homes of business men. There was nothing of interest

"1 Ant Journal, November, 1843.
. 2 Exhitited by the vicar, Canon C. H. Dickinson.
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brought to light during the demolition, cxcept a few coins
and tokens :—
A Merchant’s leaden tally—bearing the initials T.S.,
" the S being reversed. Most probably of early
seventeenth century.
Copper token—Thames and Severn Canal 1795.
Medal of Frederick II. (known as * the Great ™) of
Prussia (1740-1786).
Coin of John V. of Portugal 1713, valuc 10 Reis, and
a few copper coins ot William IIT. and George III.

Then close by, in Christmas Street, stands the glorious
old doorway of ST. BArRTHOLOMEW’S HospiTAL. Many
attempts have been made in past times to remove it
for so-called business improvements; but this ancient
relic is most carefully guarded by the Charity Trustecs
of the city, and there can be no question as to its safety.

I want to rccord a curious coincidence in connection
with this property. When it was leased to the noted
bottling firm, Messrs. Jameson & Co., of Dublin, they
were naturally not content with an ancient title, for they
could hardly despatch their goods from a “ hospital *’; but
it was unfortunate that they named it the ‘ Brewers
Hall.” About that time a fresh supply of picture post-
cards of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital was required at a
noted stationery shop in College Green, and the new
name of this historic relic was unfortunately sent np to
Messrs. Raphael Tuck & Sons. The wants of Bristol
were soon supplied with the startling announcement, and
it was quite by chance that I noted the blunder in a
Clifton shop. I immediately communicated with the
publishing firm, who accepted my cxplanation, and
promised to change the title on any further cards they
might issue ; but having printed and circulated scveral
thousand they regretted they could not immediately
correct the error. It secems necessary to place this fact
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on record, so that members may take their part in cor-
recting the blunder.

The mistake of the Bristol tradesman is still perpetuated
for though the large “ name-board " over the archway ’
was removed in 1915, the picture cards are still on sale
in the city, and the misnomer continues. Unfortunately
it was contagious at the time, for another firm, with its
head-quarters at Salisbury, having an address in Bristol,
brought out a * pen and ink ” reproduction bearing the
same degenerate name.

It is well to record that the ancient passage-way
on the west side of ST. AUGUSTINE'S GATEWAY, has
been repaired, and was opened up for public use at the
end of 1915, through the generosity of private subscrip-
tion—-the city authorities repaving the two passages.

A pleasing instance in the change of nomenclature has
occurred in St. Augustine’s, for the old name of College
Square has been restored to the spot known for so long
now as Lower College Green.

The new road, since named “ UNIVERSITY WALK”’
between The Fort and the new Baptist College was cut
through in 1915. The land all round this space was.
occupied during the periods of the sieges of Bristol, but
no relics of any kind have been reported as hav1ng been
discovered, as was hoped.

During the Autumn of 1915 all that remained of the
ancient buildings of the Franciscans or GREY FRIARS at
the north side of Lewin’s Mead, was demolished by order
of the Corporation under the provision of the Town
Planning Act. The history of that order in Bristol is
well recorded by G. E. Weare in his Collectanea relating
to the Bristol Friars Minors, the result of many years’
investigation. He pointed out at the time the inaccu-
racy of marking two pathways leading out of Lewin’s
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Mecad—** White Friars” and ‘ Black Friars” respec-
tively—yet these districts still retain these names.
Some few architectural remains from this site were
removed to the Musecum, but unfortunately the stone
tracery of the window is in very bad state.

The Society made a special visit in 1911 to the CHURCH
-OF SS. PuILIP AND JacoB on Tower Hill, particularly to
view the very interesting thirteenth century chamber
under the tower, which had remained in a very dilapidated
state for a long period, and to draw the attention of
members to the matter. This subject was mentioned in
my Notes for 1911 * and owing to the efforts of the Rev.
M. G. Thorold and the Vestry, the work of reparation was
-carried out during 1915, under the advice of our member
Mr. Dending, who said of this fine example :—-

“ It is beyond controversy that the remains of
13th century masonry are valuable records of a
period which, apart from the early English work to
be found at the Cathedral, is rarcly to be seen in the -
neighbouring City churches.”

This church stands rather off the beaten track, but I
hope members will make an early visit and realise the
important work that has been carried out.

A note from our recently deceased member, Mr. Gough,
‘in September, 1916, ran thus :—

“ It may interest you to know, in excavating for

a new heating apparatus chamber at St. THOMAS’S

CHURCH, we have discovered the basc of a wall-shaft

and the original floor-level of the fifteenth century

church which was five fecet below the present floor

level . . . .. I have taken a drawing of the base
which however will not be again concealed from
view.”

- 3 See Trans., vol. xxxv., p. 107.
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Such contributions make history, and are 1inuch
welcomed. .

The historic building in King Street, erected in 1738,
and used as the City Library up to 1905, fell into disuse
after the books were removed to the new Library in
College Green. Although city property it was not then
““ wanted,” and after a period of ‘‘ void,” and being used
as a sack warehouse for a time, it was finally, in 1918,
sclected as the new local headquarters of the ‘“ Ministry
of Pensions””! A proper scheme of reparation and
renovation has fortunately saved the structure, though
the ‘“ historic atmosphere ” of its carly occupation is
hardly likely to permeate the present workers.

A simple reference has just been made to the *“ Great
House,” which passed out of the Young family soon
after the death of Sir John Young. Those who interest
themselves in Bristol history will remember that this
place formed the lodgings of Queen Anne, consort of
James 1., in June, 1613, when she journeyed here from
Bath. A very racy account of the visit is given by
Mr. Latimer in his Annals;! but one Robert Naile, ““ a
prentice in Bristoll,” wrote a rhyming account of the
queen’s visit. These curious lines were contained in a
register known as Adams’s Chronicle of Bristol, written
in the reign of Charles I., which was privately printed
by the late Mr. Francis F. Fox, F.S.A., in 1910, and of
which only 100 copies were issued.

It is interesting, I think, to record the fact that a copy
of Naile’s verses from the “ Huth ” Library was sold by
auction in London in July, 1917, and this very small book
realised the sum of £63. The note in the anction cata-
logue stated: “ This is a volume of the greatest rarity.
A copy is in the Bodleian. This appears to be the only
other copy known.” I have, however, been fortunate

1 Annals, XV1I1th century, pp. 48-50.

VOL. XLIL L
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in tracing onc other at the British Muscum—thanks to
the courtesy of Mr. Sladen, Superintendent of the Reading
Room—and through him I have had the original title-
page reproduced (sec plate XVII).

This book is a small quarto measuring 6% by 5 and

comprises fourteen leaves only. It is dedicated
“To the Right Worshipfull, Abell Kitchin, Mayor :
and the Worshipfull Christopher Cary, and John
Barker, Sheriffes of the Citty of Bristoll.”

A reprint of this poetical account will also be found in
Tyson’s Bristol Memorialist, and members can rcadily
turn it up and get much entertainment from its perusal
especially of lines such as these : —

Shall T let slip in silence then, what these mine eyes have seen,

Bristoll’s renownéd praise set forth, in welcoming our Queene.

The grave and ancient council first, in gowns of scarlet dye,

Attended on each by a page did ride triumphantly ;

With footcloths were their horses deck’d ; no cost they thought

too much

For to express their willing hearts, their love to her was such.”
‘Or again :

The grave recorder having then concluded this his speecl,

The mayor he his present gave, and did her Grace bescech

For to accept in good part, as pledge of their goodwill,

WWhich to ler sovereign Majestie they would continue still.

A rich embrodered purse it was, most sumptuous to behold

In outward show : the inside was cramm’d full of massy gold.”

Whether it was due to the extraordinary rhyme of the
“‘ prentice ”’ one cannot say. but it is interesting to find
that tlic namec of the * Great House ” appcars to have
been forthwith known as * Queen Anne’s House ” and
for sixty ycars onwards, for Millerd marks the site in this

way upon his “ trial ” plan c. 1650.

A complaint was made to me at the end of 1917 that
injury was being done to the stonce “* sedilia”’ on CHRISTMAS
‘STEPS, wherceas the Charity Trustees were simply repairing

1 Adams’s Chronicle of Bristol, 1910, pp. 183 and 190.
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the seats which had been worn down by children con-
stantly playing upon them. The position of the * sedilia”
was changed more than once during the nineteenth
century, and no one need be troubled about this almost
modern work.

THE RED LODGE.

The outstanding event of 1918 was the actual acquire-
ment of the Elizabethan House, known as ‘“ The Red
Lodge,” for the citizens of Bristol, for all time. Its
prominent position at the top corner of Lodge Street,
just above the Colston Hall, bearing interesting tablets
as to occupation—past and present—had failed to attract
the interest of very many folk, especially as important
‘““ reformatory ”’ work had been carried on there for so
long a period. But when that work came to an end
about a year ago, the delightful ‘“ Garden House ” of
Sir John Young, the owner of the *“ Great House *’ came
to its own once more. As all members are probably
now aware, its glorious interior will be preserved under
the very best conditions.

An additional fact relating to The Red Lodge not
generally known is that previous to Dr. Prichard pur-
chasing the property it was occupied by the Rev. W.
Jillard Hort, who conducted a “ Ladies Boarding School ”’
there, from about 1808 until 1815. Now I happen to
have in my Bristol collection two small volumes written
by this scholarly man for the use of ‘‘ females’ and
‘ young persons "’ (to quote his own expressions) both of
which were issued from and dated at * The Red Lodge,”
Bristol. One is ““ The Picture of Nature” printed by
Brown at the Bristol Mirror office, and sold by Barry &
Son, of 21 High Street, in 1814, of which there is no copy
in the city collection: the other is . ‘‘ The Pantheon’
with illustrations, 2nd edition 1809: of which a copy
of the 6th edition, published in 1820, is in the Bristol
Library.
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As The Red Lodge is to be the future home of the
Bristol Savages, I fecl I should like to present these small
volumes as a first contribution to the library that will
be formed there ; and as Mr. Roslyn, the Hon. Secrctary
of that Society is present with us to-night I will ask him
to rcceive them and report to his committee, trusting
they may be accepted.

In conclusion I have great pleasure in exhibiting two
slides of relics from Whitson Court, St. James's. One
shows an eighteenth century lead rain-water-head bear-
ing the initials of the Pope family—DM.S.P.; and the
other represents two carved wood figures with original
colouring, which I have brought for your inspection.
These are the gift of Mr. J. N. C. Pope (whose family
lived there in the eighteenth century) to the Muscum,
for the Architectural Court, which I much regret is not
receiving the attention it deserves.

My notes thus end, and I am sure you will not require
any apology from me for the unevenness of their record,
for have we not all been creatures of circumstances
during this long and critical period ?

Additional note as to Wyllem Young (see p. 129).

I have to thank the Beadle of the Grocers’ Company
(Mr. F. A. Little) for tracing the following entries in the
records of the Company :—

Willm Yong Aprentice of Arthur Levenshere presented
entered and sworn the 18th Septr. 1535.

Admitted to Freedom 3o0th June 1545.

Served as Second Warden 1572.





