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THE GIFFARDS OF BRIMPSFIELD
by J. N. LaxgsToN

NE of the knights who accompanied William the
Conqueror to England was Walter Giffard, lord of
Longueville in Normandy, who provided 30 vessels and
100 men towards the invading force. Although pro-
genitor of a race from which sprang some of the noblest
families in England, very little is known authoritatively
about Walter’s own family. He is the first known person
bearing the name of ‘ Giffard’ (from Old French gifard,
meaning ‘ bloated ’), though it is unlikely that he was the
original recipient of that soubriquet as others similarly
called were his contemporaries, and it therefore appears
that the Norman nickname of some ancestor had already
come to be a family name. Walter had been asked to
act at the battle of Hastings as William’s standard bearer
whose duty it was to ride beside the duke, bearing aloft
his gonfanon or pennon, but he pleaded to be excused the
honour as he was too old and feeble, although he never-
theless felt bound to lead his own men-at-arms into
action. Among these were probably other members of
the Giffard family, including Osbern the founder of the
Brimpsfield branch of the Giffards, for in an Assize Roll
for 1221 Elias Giffard claimed that his ancestor Osbert
Giffard came to England at the Conquest. As Osbern is
not mentioned by any of the chroniclers and his name
occurs only in Domesday Book, there is no direct evidence
as to his paternity, but he was doubtless a younger son of
Walter, and would have been named after his grand-
father, Osbern de Bolbec, whose wife Avelina was a sister
of Gunnora, wife of Richard, Duke of Normandy, and in
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this way he would have been a cousin of William Fitz-
Osbern and of the Conqueror himself.

As a reward for his services, OSBERN GIFFARD obtained
a grant of the lands in Gloucestershire which had belonged
to a Saxon thane called Dunne or Duns, comprising three
manors in Brimpsfield, Rockhampton near Thornbury,
and Stoke (Stocke in Domesday Book, Stoke Elye Giffardi
in 1221, Stokes Giffard in 1243, now Sioke Gifford). At
the time of the Survey of 1086, he was also holding a hide
of land in Oldbury on the Hill, though he had to relinquish
this as the county jury found that it had not belonged to
Duns whose land Osbern had. He had also acquired two
manors in Sherrington, Wilts., and eight other manors,
while he held, under the Bishop of Worcester, four hides
of Itchington, as well as two hides in Condicot, Glos.
In 1086, the abbey of St. Stephen at Fontenay in Nor-
mandy was holding of Osbern two hides and a virgate in
Middleton, probably by his gift, and this was augmented
soon after by a donation of land at Brimpsfield upon
which the monks established a cell or priory. The manor
of Brimpsfield, which was the most extensive of the three
manors in the county and included Cranham at the date
of the Survey, had been held by Osbern’s predecessor
under Earl Harold in the time of Edward the Confessor.
It was taxed at nine hides—about 2000 acres—and was
farmed with 15 ploughs, 3 of which were used for the
lord’s land. It yielded £12 to the king.

By 1096, ErLias GIFrFaRD had succeeded his father
Osbern, as in that year he gave part of his wood at Buck-
holt with 3 bordars to St. Peter’s abbey at Gloucester,
and William 11 confirmed the gift. In 1121, Elias, to-
gether with his wife Ala and his son Elias, granted to the
monks, by deed which they laid upon the altar, their land
in Buckholt, the woods and the plains estimated at half
a hide and half a yardland, free from all services to the
king, and discharged of all other customs except danegeld
to the king.
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This son, ELIAS GIFFARD 11, in 1130 rendered account
of 100 marks of silver for the relief of his father’s lands.
The ‘ caput ’ of the Honour was in Wilts., of g fees, in-
cluding Brimpsfield and Rockhampton. The Pipe Roll
has a mysterious entry: ‘ the same Elias accounts for
£10 for the money of the Bishop of Durham [Ralph
Flamberd], which the daughter of Geofirey the Bishop’s
brother paid him’. About three years earlier he had
married Berta, sister of Walter de Clifford and daughter
of Richard FitzPonce, and acquired with her considerable
possessions. In the time of abbot Hameline (therefore
between 1148 and 1162) he gave to St. Peter’s abbey, for
the soul’s health of Berta his wife and his ancestors, the
church of St. Mary, Boyton, and the church of St. George,
Orcheston, with the chapel of St. Andrew, Winterburne,
in Wilts., with the lands, tithes, meadows, pastures, ways,
paths, and whatsoever appertained to the said churches,
saving the tenure of the church of Finctenay. Winter-
burne is now Elston. The former name was still retained
in 1242 when Elias Giffard 1v held the manor, but in 1299
it was called Wynterborne Elistone (after Elias), and in
1316 it became simply Eliston. Elias was present in the
abbey chapter house on 15 December, 1157, when the
Archbishop of York and the abbot settled a long-standing
dispute between them concerning Standish and other
manors. He was also a benefactor of the priory of
Llanthony by Gloucester, dedicated in 1137. While his
wife was still living, and with her consent, he gave Cran-
ham to St. Peter’s, and entered the abbey as a monk.

His son, EL1AS GIFFARD 111, appears to have succeeded
his father in 1162, and in 1166 he owed £100, the fine for
his land. In 1167 he and his mother Berta persuaded the
abbot of Gloucester to restore Cranham to them which
his father had given them when he was made a monk, and
in exchange they gave to the abbey 8 libratae of land in
Ullingswick, Hfds. Berta also gave certain lands there
on which her husband had built at his own charges. About
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1180 Elias made a grant to the lepers of St. Sepulchre,
near Gloucester, for the souls of his father and mother and
for the health of his own soul, of one horse-load of wood
daily in winter, i.e. from the feast of All Hallows (1 Nov-
ember) to the feast of the Holy Cross (3 May), and three
cart-loads weekly in summer from his wood of Brimps-
field. Among the witnesses to this gift were his two
brothers, Walter and Gilbert, both of whom gave land in
1186 to St. Peter’s. Walter granted and confirmed to the
monks of Gloucester the church of Boyton with all its
appurtenances, with half a hide of land in the same vill,
and the tithes of the whole vill, with a building for 8 oxen,
I beast, and 122 sheep ; and all the tithes of the vill, both
of the demesne lands and of the tenant lands, and of all
things of which good christians ought to pay tithe. But
later on, Elias laid claim to the church of Boyton, and
Abbot Carbonell, for the sake of peace, granted him the
church of Orcheston with the chapel of Winterburne,
reserving the church of Boyton. Walter also entered
into an agreement with Abbot Carbonell providing that
two-thirds of all the land in Ullingswick should remain to
the abbey, but that the other third, with the advowson of
the church and the mansion house, should belong to Walter.

Elias died before Michaelmas, 1190, when William de
Mareschall owed 140 marks for the custody of his lands.
By his wife Maud, daughter of Morice fitzRobert, fitz
Hardinge of Berkeley, he had three sons, Elias, Osbert,
and Gilbert, and a daughter Berta, while another son may
have been the Thomas who accountedin 1195 for the king’s
ransom and who must have died soon afterwards.

Evr1As GIFFARD 1v was still a minor in the guardianship
of William Marshall in 1201-2, for while the Pipe Roll of
3 John shows him in arrear for the 3rd scutage of Richard 1
and owing zos for the scutage of Wales and 18 marks for
that of Scotland, a note added after the last entry states
that < William Marshall, who has the lands of the said
Elias in custody, has an acquittance by writ from Geoffrey
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fitzPeter ’. In the Testa de Nevill (of an earlier date than
1213) the Gloucestershire return gives Elias Giffard as
owing for Brimpsfield and Rockhampton and all his other
tenements, g knight’s fees, but this is merely a formal
mention as the larger portion was situated in Wilts.,
and the Pipe Roll for that county for 1211-12 records the
payment by Elias in respect of the g fces.

It has been supposed that this Elias was son of Thomas
above-mentioned, and therefore grandson of Elias 111,
but an Assize Roll records that in 1221 Elias 1v claimed
an Elias as his father. In 1210, Elias was in Ireland with
king John’s army, but a few years later he and his brother
Osbert took up arms with the barons against the king.
Elias being taken prisoner, the king seized Brimpsfield
castle, and in 1216 sent writs to the sheriffs of the counties
of Wilts., Gloucester, Somerset and Dorset, Oxford and
Northampton, ordering them to seize all lands belonging
to Elias as they had been bestowed upon Bartholomew
Peche. In the same year, the two brothers were among
the barons excommunicated by the pope for taking part
in the rebellion. After John’s death in October of that
year, both brothers gave allegiance to the young king
Henry 111, just crowned at Gloucester, and on 11 March,
1217, the sheriff of Gloucester was ordered to deliver to
Elias seisin of his lands as he had returned to his fidelity
to the king. In 1221 the abbot of Gloucester complained
that Elias had erected a gallows and was hanging his own
men at Brimpsfield to the detriment of the abbot. About
1230 Elias gave his land of Grofuge in Brimpsfield to his
kinsman Nicholas of Caleway, who thereupon bestowed
the land upon St. Bartholomew’s Hospital at Gloucester.

On 27 December 1221 a mandate was sent to the sheriff
of Gloucester concerning Matilda widow of Richard of
Acton, a prisoner in his custody. William Earl Marshall,
William Earl of Salisbury, Osbert Giffard of Norfolk,
Elyas Giffard, Gilbert Giffard, Osbert Giffard of Brimps-
field, and Elyas de Cailloe, having bound themselves that
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Matilda would, before the following Easter, assume the
habit of a black nun or that of the convent of Sempring-
ham, the sheriff was ordered to deliver his prisoner to the
said Elyas Giffard and Osbert Giffard of Brimpsfield. The
sordid story of Matilda’s married life—the continual strife
between her and her husband who sometimes beat her
because of her light behaviour, and her committal for trial
on the charge of counselling and bribing an unknown
assailant who mortally wounded her husband—is told by
Sir Henry Barkly in Trans. B.G.A.S., vol. X1, 331-5. The
evidence shows that Matilda was the wife of Richard
Butler of Acton and daughter of Elyas de Colewey who
(says a footnote) was stated in Dugdale’s Baronage to be
a brother of Elyas Giffard who had taken his mother’s
surname. Actually, Elias de Caylewe or Kayllweye was
the husband of Berta, the sister of Elias and Osbert
Giffard. TFurther, Sir Henry wrongly assumed that the
mention of * Osbert Giffard of Brimpsfield * in the mandate
implied that he was lord of Brimpsfield, whereas Elias
was undoubtedly then the lord, so that his brother Osbert
can only have been described as * of Brimpsfield ’ simply
to distinguish him from the other Osbert * of Norfolk ’.

Osbert married Isabel, daughter and heiress of Sir Alan
de Bocland, and a son, Osbert or Osbern of Winterborne
Houghton, was born to them 10 June 1234. It should be
pointed out that it was another Osbert Giffard who
married Isabel de Frivelle. In 1zzr William Pictavensis
granted to Osbert, brother of Elias Giffard, all his land of
Syde, Glos., in fee for 60 marks and a horse worth 6 marks.
Six years later, Osbert Giffard of Norfolk owed Osbert
Giffard of Brimpsfield 60 marks for a quitclaim of the
manor of Syde. In 1223 Osbert had a grant to sustain
himself in the king’s service of the land that Ralph of
Vernay had of the grant of king John in the demesne of
King’s Barton without Gloucester. In 1227 Osbert sued
Thomas de Berkeley to carry out an agreement by which
he promised to grant to Osbert his nephew the reversion



THE GIFFARDS OF BRIMPSFIELD III

of the land of Forscote, expectant on the death of Lucy,
late the wife of Robert de Berkeley, who held the same in
dower. About the same year, Osbert granted to St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital all his land in the manor of
Brimpsfield, which consisted of two virgates in Hullet-
mead, in order to sustain one of the brothers as a chaplain
to celebrate divine service for the souls of William de
Bruere (d. 1226) and of Elias and Maud his parents, as
well as for his own soul and that of Isabel his wife.  His
brother Elias, as lord of Brimpsfield, confirmed this gift
for the health of his own soul and of the souls of Isabel
and Alice and Isoude his wives. In 1229 Elias gave to
Osbert his brother the manor and advowson of Winter-
borne to hold at farm, the king confirming the grant on
11 May. He also gave Osbert on 4 October three virgates
of land in Gillingham in fee. In 1229 and 1231 Osbert
Giffard of Brimpsfield accounted for the farm of Pitch-
combe, 60s a year, as from 1228; and on 3 February
1230 the king gave Osbert 22s (sic) of rent and a carucate
of land in Pitchcombe rendering therefor 5s a year by the
hand of the sheriff of Gloucester. Osbert died shortly
before 17 October 1237, and in 1239 Thomas de Berkeley
claimed from Isabel Giffard the custody of the lands and the
heir of Osbert because the latter had held of him by
military service.

Elias Giffard died shortly before 2 May 1248 leaving a
son and heir, John, by his second wife Alice, sister of Sir
John Mautravers of Lychet-Matravers in Dorset, who had
given the manor of Ashton (Ashfone Giffard in 1354, now
Ashton Gifford) and the advowson of the church of St.
Peter at Codford in Wilts., to Elias in free marriage with
Alice his sister, to hold to them and the heirs of their
bodies by the service of a knight’s fee. It was found by
inquisition held after this death that Elias also held the
manor of Winterburne of the king in chief, ‘ as the head
of his barony ’, and the manor of Sherrington ‘ pertaining
to that barony ’.
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Joux GIFFARD was aged 16, or 16 and more, when he
succeeded his father in 1248. The proof of age is defective
though it states that he was born on St. Wulstan’s day (19
January). During his minority, the queen had the
guardianship of his lands. He was the famous soldier of
the Barons’ war, and is constantly described as a valiant
and skilful soldier as well as a prudent and discreet man.
He apparently commenced his military career at the
early age of 14, for it is said that he took part in Henry
ur’s expeditions into Wales in 1246 and the two following
years. He was summoned for military service during the
42 years from 18 July 1257, to 7 March 1299, the year of
his death. It is thought that he may have been attached
to the household of Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester.
At all events, when, at the end of April 1263, the earl
led the barons in revolt against the king with the object
of driving out the foreigners who filled most of the offices
in the country, Giffard joined the movement and became
a prominent leader. He helped to ravage the lands of
Roger Mortimer, and later (11 June) was one of a band of
knights who attacked the bishop of Hereford (the Savoy-
ard Peter d’Aigueblanch), a royal partisan. Giffard, with
his kinsman Roger Clifford, Humphrey de Bohun the
‘ Good Earl’ of Hereford, the young Gilbert de Clare earl
of Gloucester, and others, seized the bishop at the altar,
dragged him out of his cathedral church, and imprisoned
him with his Savoyard canons in the Clifford castle of
Eardisley. For this act, the archbishop of Canterbury was
ordered by papal mandate dated 2o February 1264, to
excommunicate the offenders until they made amends.

Giffard is next found actively engaged in Gloucester,
where the barons had refused to recognize the king’s
appointment of a French knight, Maci de Besile, to be
sheriff of Gloucestershire and Constable of Gloucester
castle, and had chosen instead a county knight, William
de Tracy, in opposition to him. When Tracy attempted
to exercise the duties of his office, Besile left the castle at
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the head of a large body of the king’s forces, went to the
court where his rival was sitting, forced his way up to
the dais, and seizing Tracy by his hair, dragged him through
the muddy streets to the castle and threw him into prison.
Thereupon, Roger Clifford and John Giffard laid siege to
the castle. They quickly burnt the outer gate and
destroyed the wooden bridge leading to the castle, but
were unable to make further progress until another
entrance was opened to them by some prisoners in the
castle who had been imprudently released. This com-
pelled Besile and his men to retire to the high and strong-
est tower, where they continued to put up a stout defence.
Eventually the besiegers forced the three iron gates and
locks, and so took the castle after a siege lasting four
days. Even then Besile fought on and refused to sur-
render, but he was finally secured and sent as a prisoner
to Eardisley castle. Giffard, after taking revenge upon a
carpenter, who had shot one of his squires, by forcing him
to leap from the top of the castle to a miserable death,
proceeded to raid Besile’s manor of Sherston in Wilts.,
and drove all the live stock found there to his own castle
of Brimpsfield. -

The barons speedily gained supremacy in the west,
and on 21 July 1263, the king and Edward his son yielded
to the forces arrayed against them and accepted the
barons’ terms. Most of the barons, including the earl of
Hereford, joh\n Giffard and Roger Clifford, then returned
to the king’s allegiance. The last-named delivered up
the town and castle of Gloucester to the king, and was
appointed to the constableship of the castle and the
shrievalty of the county. On 7 August Giffard was
appointed by the advice of the magnates of the council,
keeper of the castle of St. Briavels and Warden of the
Forest of Dean during the king’s pleasure ; and in the
same month he was among those who made a treaty with
the king’s son, the agreement being dated at Lambeth
on the Saturday after the Assumption of the Virgin

H
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(18 August). Exactly a month later, he received pardon
for all trespasses committed by reason of non-observance
of the Provisions of Oxford, while on Christmas Eve he
was made joint keeper of the counties of Gloucester,
Worcester and Hereford. An original document relating
to the expenditure of Kingswood abbey during the mid-
summer term of 1263 records a payment of £10 to John
Giffard and also one of 55 in expenses of the abbot at
Gloucester when he spoke with J. Giffard.

At the beginning of 1264 Montfort resumed hostilities
against the crown with the support of the earls of Glou-
cester and Hereford, John Giffard, and others. Giffard,
who had retired to Brimpsfield, was speedily on the war-
path and made frequent sorties into Gloucester at the
head of his vassals, and had many skirmishes with the
royal forces. When the Constable ordered him to attend
a Hundred court at Quedgeley, he answered the summons
by audaciously appearing with an armed band, and after
killing some, dispersed the remainder of the Constable’s
men. His next exploit was to take the town of Gloucester
by means of a very artful ruse. He and another county
knight, John de Balun, wearing long Welsh cloaks and
riding upon two wool-packs, approached the west gate,
and the porters, taking them for ordinary wool merchants,
opened the gates and admitted them into the town. Once
inside, they leaped from their horses, threw aside their
cloaks, and appeared in complete armour before the
astonished and frightened porters, who incontinently
yielded up the keys and fled. The two knights opened
the gates and the barons’ army, headed by Simon de
Montfort and his son Henry, entered the town. They
then began a siege of the castle which was still held by
the king’s forces. Meanwhile, on Ash Wednesday (5
March) prince Edward reached the outskirts of the town
but found his progress checked by the destruction of the
bridge over the river Severn. This he quickly repaired,
and began an attack upon the town at the West gate.
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Troops were despatched from the castle to his assistance
but he was unable to make any advance. At length, the
Prince turned aside into the meadows and, seizing a ship
belonging to the abbot of Tewkesbury which was lying in
the river, he was able to cross over and enter the castle
unbeknown to the besiegers, who only discovered the fact
from seeing the prince’s banner displayed on one of the
castle towers. Giffard, however, continued his attack on
the castle on the town side in spite of the garrison’s strong
defence, and eventually he broke in by the adjoining wall
of the abbot’s orchard which had been left undefended,
and set fire to the castle. The position of the inmates
was now precarious. Their communication with the
county having been cut, and being aware of the near
approach of Robert Ferrars, earl of Derby, with a large
force to augment the besiegers, the beleaguered garrison
would soon have been compelled to surrender, but prince
Edward daringly left the castle and, visiting his enemies
unarmed, had a private conference with them. Later a
truce was arrived at through the mediation of the bishop
of Worcester and the abbot of Gloucester, and upon the
prince granting upon oath their demands, the barons with-
drew and left the town in his possession. One of the condi-
tions imposed upon the prince was that he should do no
injury to the burgesses, but no sooner had the barons
withdrawn than the prince broke his oath and un-
scrupulously wreaked his vengeance on the unfortunate
townsmen whom he compelled to pay a fine of £1,000
while he hanged the luckless porters who had allowed
Giffard and de Balun to gain admittance. Robert of
Gloucester, a monk of St. Peter’s abbey, who chronicled
these events and wrote as a contemporary if not an actual
eye-witness, relates that one of these porters was named
‘ Hobekin of Lodelawe ’.

Giffard’s defection caused the king, prince Edward and
Hugh the Bigod to issue a mandate on 28 March 1264,
ordering him on his fealty and homage to deliver up St.
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Briavels castle and the Forest of Dean to William Wike, a
canon of Lanthony priory by Gloucester, to keep for the
king’s use. The order was handed to the canon to take
to Giffard but the latter simply ignored it.

In April, while Governor of Kenilworth, Giffard sur-
prised and destroyed Warwick castle and took the earl
and countess prisoners. In the following month, he was
at the battle of Lewes where he was taken prisoner early
in the day and imprisoned in the castle, though he had
already shown his prowess by capturing William la Zuche.
He was released at the end of the day, for the barons
proved victorious and the king and his son were taken
prisoners leaving earl Simon the real ruler of England for
more than a year. When it came to sharing the spoils,
earl Gilbert and Giffard quarrelled with Montfort con-
cerning the ransom of Richard, king of the Romans, and
other captives taken in the battle. Trouble also arose
over a tournament arranged to be held at Dunstaple on
16 TFebruary 1265, by Montfort’s sons, when earl Gilbert
intended to hold the lists against them. Montfort in-
tervened and forbade the encounter and ordered Gilbert
and Giffard to attend a council on the morrow of Ash
Wednesday (19 February). Taking offence at this assump-
tion of authority, the two deserted Montfort and joined
the king’s party.

After Easter, Montfort (with his royal prisoners) ad-
vanced upon Gloucester and entered the town without
resistance. Earl Gilbert was then encamped in a forest
to the south of the town, and Giffard kindled a fire on a
hill called Erdland as a signal to the prince that friends
were near. Towards the middle of May, Montfort left
Gloucester to subdue those barons of the Welsh marches,
including Roger Mortimer, still in arms against him. He
took with him the king and prince, but at Hereford on 28
May the prince eluded his captors by means of a simple
stratagem and a swift horse and escaped to Mortimer at
Wigmore castle where he was joined a few days later by
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the earl of Gloucester. Montfort remained at Hereford
until 13 June when he decided to adhere to his original
plan after despatching a detachment of 300 men-at-arms
under Robert de Ros to hold Gloucester, the main
passage over the Severn and his means of communication
with London. The delay however had enabled his
encmies to band together, and after taking Bridgnorth
and Worcester, they proceeded on 13 and 14 June to
Gloucester and laid siege to it. The town quickly fell,
and the castle, lacking sufficient provisions, was able to
hold out only for 15 days. Meanwhile the prince had
already sent a strong detachment, led by John Giffard,
to hold the line of the Wye as a covering force for the
besiegers of Gloucester, and Giffard occupied a strongly
fortified position commanding Monmouth bridge. Mont-
fort had captured the castle of Monmouth, one of de
Clare’s chief strongholds, but reconnaissance having con-
vinced him that he could not evict Giffard with his small
force, he turned westward. The prince and de Clare, now
holding all the bridges on the lower Severn, advanced with
their main body to join up with Giffard’s detachment,
but Montfort effected a crossing higher up the river on
2 August, and two days later the opposing armies clashed
at the battle of Evesham when Montfort was killed with
hundreds of his supporters. Giffard, in consideration of
his services at this battle, was pardoned on g October
1265, for his adherence to earl Simon at the earlier battle
of Lewes and for all later trespasses committed by him
up to that date. Subsequently he received a similar
pardon for offences up to ro March 1268.

On g February 1266, Giffard was again ordered to
deliver up the castle of St. Briavels and the Forest of
Dean, but this time to prince Edward. During his
custody of the Forest, Giffard had failed, apparently, to
present any accounts, and it is recorded that the damage
done to the king’s woods there under Giffard and Thomas
de Clare was assessed at the enormous sum of £2,368 11s.
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In the Forest Eyre of 1270 Giffard was held responsible for
the damage done in Abenhall bailiwick by Ralph of Aben-
hall with his permission, and he was required to find the
sum of £1218, but he was subsequently forgiven the debt.
Up to this date, Giffard had apparently been too
engrossed in military matters to trouble about marriage,
although he had been affianced at the age of 4 years to
Aubrey de Caumville (who was about the same age), a
daughter of Thomas de Caumville of Arrow, co. Warwick,
and a descendant of Aubrey Marmion, Lady of Arrow,
wife of William de Caumville. The marriage, which had
been contracted at Arrow, never took place, and Aubrey,
probably through choice rather than disappointment,
found solace in the religious life at Polesworth where she
was afterwards elected abbess about December 1276.
Giffard’s first matrimonial venture was made in 1271 at
the age of 39 in circumstances characteristic of the man.
No thought of conventional wooing entered the mind of
this seasoned warrior, nor would he be troubled with the
ordinary negotiations preceding marriage. He simply
seized the woman of his choice, carried her off willy-nilly,
and immured her in his stronghold. The victim was
Maud Lungespee who had been a widow for 15 years, her
husband, Sir William Lungespee, a son of the earl of
Salisbury, having died at the end of 1256. Maud was the
daughter and heiress of Sir Walter de Clifford of Clifford,
co. Hereford, by Margaret, daughter of Llywelyn ab
Torwerth, prince of North Wales, and widow of John de
Brewes. Maud complained to the king that John Giffard
had abducted her from her manor of Canford in Dorset,
and taken her against her will to his castle at Brimpsfield
and there detained her. In response to a summons
Giffard appeared before the king, when he professed him-
self ready to prove that he did not forcibly abduct Maud
as she was willing though coy, and he offered to pay a
fine of 300 marks for the marriage already contracted, as
he said, between them (though without the royal consent)
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provided she made no further complaint against him.
The king influenced by the persuasive bribe, was not
unwilling to condone the outrage, though to save his face
he ordered on 10 March that if Maud was not content,
the fine should be void and John must stand his trial at
a month from Easter. Apparently on second thoughts,
Maud considered it wise to accept her compromising
position. She explained that she was too unwell to
appear before the king, and when he sent commissioners
to inquire into the truth of the matter and certify him of
the result, she evidently withdrew her complaint, for
nothing more is heard of the business, and the couple
lived amicably together until Maud’s death nearly 11
years later. There were four daughters of this union,
Catherine born 1272 who became the wife of Sir Nicholas
Daudeley or Dauditheley ; Alianore born 1275 who
married Sir Fulk Lestraunge (Lord Lestraunge); Maud
born 1277 who in June, 1299, married William de Join-
ville or Geneville;: and Elizabeth who died unmarried.
The first three are named in 1299 as their mother’s heirs,
together with another daughter Margaret, countess of
Lincoln, by William Lungespee.

John Giffard was one of the commissioners empowered
24 April 1274, to make a truce at the ford of Montgomery
in a month from Easter between Llywelyn ab Gruffyd,
prince of Wales, and Humphrey de Bohun of Brecknock.
Before the battle of Lewes, prince Edward had captured
the Bohun castles of Huntington and Hay, and thence
penetrated into Brecknock which was taken from
Humphrey. Later, the latter took up arms to regain his
possessions and commenced hostilities against Llywelyn.
In 1272 the king had announced his readiness to see that
redress was given for any act of violence on the part of
Humphrey, and two years later sent envoys to Llywelyn to
arrange the truce above-mentioned.

On 6 November 1281, Giffard had licence to hunt
wolves, with his own hounds, throughout the king’s
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forests in England. In the following year he took a
prominent part in the expedition against Llywelyn, and
was appointed keeper of the castle of Llandovery, g April
1282, and of the castle of Builth, 14 October following.
In November Llywelyn appeared in the highlands of
Builth with the object of capturing the castle defended by
Giffard and a body of Shropshire levies. During a con-
flict on 11 December at Orewin bridge on the Irfon near
Builth, which resulted in a victory for the English forces
led by John Giffard and Edmund de Mortimer under the
immediate command of Roger Lestraunge, the last prince
of Wales of the native line was slain by a lance.

In 1283 John Giffard, for the health of his soul and that
of his late wife Maud Lungespee who had died early in
the previous year, founded a cell at Oxford for young
Benedictine monks from Gloucester abbey, for which
purpose he purchased from the prior of the Hospital of St.
John of Jerusalem in England certain lands and tene-
ments in Stockwell Street amid the water meadows in the
northwest suburb of the town which had at one time been
a residence of Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester. This
was the earliest monastic house established in Oxford, and
abbot Reginald Hamme was introduced into it by the
founder on the feast of St. John the Evangelist (27
December), while 13 students from the abbey took up
residence there under a prior chosen from amongst the
Gloucester brethren. Giffard endowed the house with the
revenues of the church of Chipping Norton, each monk to
have 15 marks a year. When, in 1298, the first student
attained the degree of Doctor of Divinity, abbot Reginald
was present at the inception with his monks, priors,
officers, clerks, esquires, and other men of rank to the
number of 100 horses. In a few years, the cell developed
into a Benedictine college, and after chapters of the
Order held in 1290 and 1291 had sanctioned an enlarge-
ment of the scheme to which the founder had agreed, the
house was thrown open to all Benedictine students in the
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southern province, and soon all the famous abbeys of the
Order were represented there, including Malmesbury, St.
Albans, Westminster, Winchcombe, Canterbury, and
Glastonbury. Later, Malmesbury claimed special rights
over the college by virtue of a grant of the property ob-
tained by the abbot from John Giffard in his declining
years. Until 1540 this house was called Gloucester College
or Gloucester Hall, and its site is now occupied by Wor-
cester College, though the original name is still preserved
in a nearby open space known as Gloucester Green.

John married for the second time in 1286, and again
chose a widow who brought with her considerable posses-
sions—DMargaret Neville, whose first husband Sir John de
Neville had died in May 1282, holding several manors in
Essex. On g May 1285, the bishop of Hereford had sent
a letter to the pope praying for a dispensation for this
marriage as Giffard and the lady Margaret de Neville
were related in the 3rd-4th degrees of consanguinity. The
papal mandate to the bishop to make inquiry and to grant
a dispensation if expedient was dated 14 March 1286,
and the bishop found by inquisition held at Bishops
Frome on 10 July that there was no impediment to the
marriage. Giffard settled on his new bride the manor of
Side, which he had purchased from his kinsman Simon
Cayley or Caleway, who was returned in Kirby’'s Quest,
c. 1284, as holding half a fee in the vill of Side of Simon
de Crome. There were two sons of this marriage, John
the heir, and Edmund.

On 6 February 1292, Giffard obtained letters patent
empowering him to alienate the advowson of Stoke
Gifford church in mortmain to the prior and convent of
Little Malvern. John Giffard, knight, was returned in
Kirby’s Quest as holding one knight’s fee in Stoke Gifford
of the bishop of Worcester who held in chief. He was
also holding a half-fee in Rockhampton of the king in
chief and another half-fee in Horfield of Thomas de
Berkeley.
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On 8 TFebruary 1290, the king granted Giffard for life
the castle of Dynevor, co. Carmarthen, as a refuge for
himself and his men ; but 7 years later (29 July 1297) he
was ordered to deliver this castle to Walter de Pedeston.
He was present at the assemblies held at Berwick-on-
Tweed during October and November 1292, to discuss
the various claims to the Scottish crown. As Captain of
Podensac in Saxony, he surrendered the town to the
French in the early months of 1295. He was summoned,
26 January 1297 to attend the king at Salisbury and to
a Military Council on 20 August following. In the same
year, during the king’s absence in Flanders, he was one
of the council of regency. He was summoned to Parlia-
ment from 24 June 1295, to 10 April 1299, by writs
directed to Johanni Giffard or Gyffard, occasionally with
the addition of ‘ de Brimmesfeld’, whereby (says The
Complete Peerage) he is held to have become Lord Giffard,
but he had evidently been recognized as a Baron many
years before 1295. In Kirby’'s Quest, ¢. 1284, he was
given as holding Brimpsfield, which pertained to his
barony of the king in chief. Also in the Assize Roll for
Gloucestershire which concerns the Pleas of the Crown
at Bristol in 1287, he was charged with having withheld
service in the hundred for 6 years, but no fine was assessed
and a marginal note of * Baro ’ entered against his name
in the Fine Roll explained the reason—he was a Peer of
the Realm.

Giffard died at his manor of Boyton, Wilts., 29 May
1299, in his 68th year, and was buried 11 June in the
abbey church of Malmesbury. He held the manors of
Brimpsfield, Rockhampton, Sherrington and Elston, and
a capital messuage in Orcheston St. George, of the king
in chief, by barony, by the service of 3 knights’ fees; the
commote of Iscennan, co. Carm., of the king in chief, by
homage and fealty ; Badgeworth, 2 fees, of the earl of
Gloucester ; the town of Burford, 1 fee, of the same earl
for life; and the manors of Stonehouse, 1 fee, Stoke
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Gifford, 1 fee, Ashton, half fee, and Broughton Gifford,
of others than the king. He also held the castle of Cor-
tham, with Culmington, Salop, 1 fee, the castle of Clifford,
co. Hereford, by military service, and the commotes of
Perfedd and Hirfryn with the castle of Llandovery, co.
Carm., by homage and fealty of the king in chief, the
castle of Bronllys, co. Brecknock, and lands there, 51 fees,
of the earl of Hereford, and the manor of Glasbury, partly
in co. Brecknock and partly in the land of Elfael (co.
Radnor), which was not held of anyone. His widow’s
dower was ordered to be assigned, 1 August 1299, and on
5 August she was assigned the manors of Stonehouse,
Stoke Gifford, Elston, and Broughton Gifford.

Jouxn, 2nd Lorp GIFFARD, was born (probably) 24
June 1287. At inquisitions held between 5 and 14 July
1299, in different counties, his age was variously given
as 12, 13, 12 at St. Michael next (29 September), or 12 at
St. John Baptist last (24 June). There is a reference to
him in 1306 when he and his brother Edmund visited the
dying abbot of Gloucester, John Gamages. On 8 May
1308, though still under age, king Edward 11 took his
homage, and he had livery of his father’s lands. He was
summoned for military service 21 June following and
during the next 11 years (until 22 May 1319). On 3
March and 5 July 1309, he was made keeper of the castle
of Dryslwyn, co. Carm., and also of the town of the same
name on the ensuing 2z October. Both appointments
were during pleasure, and he was ordered, 22 February
1312, to deliver the castle to Thomas le Blund. Trom
8 October 1311, to 15 May 1321, he was summoned to
Parliament by writs directed ‘ Johanni Giffard de
Brymmesfeld °.

He married Aveline, daughter of Sir Hugh de Courtenay
of Okehampton, Devon, by Alianore, daughter of Sir
Hugh le Despenser, sometime Justiciar of England. The
marriage took place before 6 November 1311, on which
date, according to an inquisition at Gloucester in 1323,
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John and Aveline were jointly enfeoffed of the manor and
advowson of King’s Stanley, Glos., by Amaury le Des-
penser. Both were pardoned, 18 April 1315, for acquiring
the property without licence.

On 17 January 1313, Giffard was specially ordered,
under pain of forfeiture, to abstain from attending the
tournament at Newmarket ; and on 16 August he was
one of those enjoined to abstain from tourneying, bourd-
ing, jousting, seeking adventures, or performing any
other feat of arms without the king’s licence. This man-
date, amongst others, was particularly directed against
the Brackley tournament to be held on 19 September.
As the previous year had witnessed a rising of barons
under the earl of Lancaster, the king doubtless feared
that these tournaments might be a pretext to cover
musterings of armed men seeking to curb his power.

At the battle of Bannockburn, 24 June 1314, when
Robert Bruce inflicted a crushing defeat on the English
under Edward, John Giffard was taken prisoner. In
February 1316, he was sent to Wales to check the depre-
dations of Llywelyn ab Rhys in Morgannwg ; and on 20
April he was appointed, during pleasure, keeper of the
castles, manors, towns and lands in Glamorgan and
Morgannwg lately belonging to Gilbert de Clare, earl of
Gloucester and Hertford, who had been killed at Bannock-
burn. He was ordered, 22 May 1317, to deliver them to
the keepers then appointed.

In 1316 he granted the privilege of free-pasturage in
Buckholt to the abbey at Gloucester. In the same year,
he became a banneret, presumably for distinguished con-
duct in the field of battle, and was attached to the king’s
household. On 30 December he was granted 200 marks
a year, having agreed to remain with the king for life
and serve him in peace and war with 30 men-at-arms.
This grant was revoked, 9 June 1318, by reason of the
Ordinances which the barons had drawn up and forced
Edward to accept.
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In the spring of 1321, Giffard joined the disaffected
barons in the West who were preparing for hostilities in
South Wales. The king reached Gloucester on 26 March,
and two days later, he summoned a number of the barons,
including Giffard, to a Council of Magnates to be held in
the city on 5 April, but they ignored the command.
Giffard was one of the barons who ravaged the lands of
the Despensers in May and June, for which he received a
pardon, 20 August, in accordance with the agreement
made in Parliament (this pardon was subsequently an-
nulled in the Parliament of York in May 1322).

In December the king decided to advance with his army
into Wales to quell another rising, and having issued an
order on 7 December for Giffard’s arrest, he made for
Gloucester, where he intended to effect a crossing of the
Severn. He spent Christmas in Cirencester and on 26
December ordered Giffard’s castle of Brimpsfield to be
demolished, which was accordingly done. On the next
day and again on 4 January 1322, he issued writs for
Giffard’s lands to be taken into the king’s hand. As
Edward proceeded towards Gloucester, Giffard waylaid
and rifled some of the royal carriages as they passed along
the Ermin Street. He had seized the town of Gloucester
after pillaging the surrounding country, and successfully

.held it against the king, who was thus prevented from
crossing the river. Edward thereupon marched up the
‘Severn valley to Worcester, but failing again to cross the
Severn, he went on to Bridgnorth. Gifford was there to
oppose the royal forces and, burning the town and des-
troying the bridge, he again forestalled the passage of the
Severn. This resulted in further orders being issued for
his arrest on 15 and 23 January. Eventually the king
crossed the Severn and returned to Gloucester where he
compelled Lord Berkeley to surrender the castle. He
remained in the town from % to 18 February, and there
issued writs for the recall of the Despensers. Giffard joined
the earl of Lancaster (as did most of the Gloucestershire
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nobility and gentry) in the struggle against these favourites
of Edward, and another order was issued for his arrest,
23 February.

Giffard assisted Lancaster at the futile three weeks’
siege of Tickhill, a royal castle in southern Yorkshire, and
he was present at the successful conflict at Burton-on-
Trent on 11 March, on which day the king issued yet an-
other order for his arrest. Tive days later the confederate
barons were routed by the king at the battle of Borough-
bridge in Yorkshire, when Lancaster was taken prisoner,
while Giffard was also captured the following day.
Lancaster was beheaded in his own castle at Pontefract,
and on 23 March three commissioners were appointed to
meet at the Tower of London and pronounce judgment on
Henry Tyes and John Giffard of Brimpsfield, traitors.
On 28 April, three other commissioners were appointed to
pronounce judgment on John Giffard of Brimpsfield,
traitor, at Gloucester. At the end of April or the begin-
ning of May, Giffard was drawn on a hurdle outside the
town gates, hanged on a gallows, and his body cut in
quarters, as a traitor. He was aged 34.

His widow Aveline had livery, 28 May 1323, of the
manor and advowson of King’s Stanley, of which she and .
her husband had been jointly enfeoffed. She held it for
life of the king in chief by service of half a knight’s fee.

On 25 January 1327, Edward 11 came to the throne,
and Parliament having restored on 3 February the lands
of the contrariants, nine days later those lands of John
Giffard which had been granted away were resumed into
the king’s hand. During the following month, a series of
inquisitions were held in various counties, though nothing
seems to have resulted therefrom, beyond the grant to
Aveline on 17 March of livery of the castle and manor of
Brimpsfield, the manor of Rockhampton, one-third that
of Badgeworth, and half that of Stapleford, which the
king had assigned to her in dower. She died 27 April
following.
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The Justices were ordered by writ, 20 August, to view
the various inquisitions and to report on them. There
is no record of these proceedings, though the outcome
seems to have been the ordering of fresh inquisitions.
These were held in Wilts. and Glos., 15 and 20 January
1328, and John de Caylewe was found to be heir as the
only representative of John Giffard from Elias Giffard 1.
He was great-grandson of Berta, daughter of this Elias.
Still more inquisitions were held in the two counties, 20
March, and the matter was again referred, 4 April, to the
Justices. However the king and his council decided,
after due consideration of the inquisitions, etc., that the
lands and tenements late of John Giffard of Brimpsfield
ought to remain to the king and his heirs as his escheat
according to the law and customs of the realm, per
defectumn heredis ipsius Johannis. Wherefore by charter
dated 2z March 1329, the king gave to John Mautravers,
in fee, in consideration of the good services he had
rendered to the king’s mother as steward of her house-
hold, and to the king, and the dangers and expenses
which he had incurred, all the castles, manors, and so
forth, late of the said John Giffard, if the premises ought
to belong to the king as an escheat for the said, or any
other reason, the said John Mautravers being answer-
able for any claims made to the premises. It will be
remembered that Mautravers’ good services included the
murder of Edward 11.

Apparently John de Caylewe’s claim had been allowed
merely in order that he should give a title to Mautravers,
and a series of wholly factitious transactions disposed of
his claim. On 14 May 1330, the king ordered the Justices
dealing with de Caylewe’s petition for livery of his in-
heritance to proceed to render judgment without delay,
that the king might do what he thought fit. A week later
de Caylewe did homage and had livery of the lands late of
John Giffard of Brimpsfield as his kinsman and heir. The
same day and the day after, de Caylewe, by two charters,
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granted and released all the castles, manors, lands,
hundreds, knights’ fees, and advowsons formerly of John
Giffard, knight, and the reversion of those which Margaret
late the wife of John Giffard (the elder) held in dower or
otherwise for life of his inheritance, to John Mautravers,
knight. John de Caylewe died 10 September 1336, being
then verderer of the forests of Chippenham and Pewsham,
and Margaret died shortly before 13 December 1338.

On 8 January 1355, it was found by inquisition held in
Wilts. that the next heirs of John Giffard 11 were Joan,
aged 30 and more, and John, aged 23 and more, both
descended from Gilbert Giffard, brother of Elias 1v the
grandfather of John Giffard 11. If this finding is correct,
it disposes of de Caylewe’s earlier claim to be next heir
to John Giffard. Moreover, the descendants of Osbert
Giffard, another brother of the last Elias, were not
extinct in 1331 though they may have been in 1355.

As regards the barony, John Giffard’s co-heirs were the
representatives of two of his four half-sisters, viz. Cath-
erine and Alianore, the other two having died childless.
These were James Daudeleye, born 7 January 1314,
grandson of Catherine, and John Lestraunge, born 25
January 1306, son of Alianore. The barony however
remained in abeyance; but these co-heirs inherited the
manor of Ashton, Wilts., as the right heirs of Elias Giffard
and Alice Mautravers, his second wife. John had livery
of a moiety on 6 October 1327, and James had livery of
the other moiety on 6 June 1335.
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