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EDWARDS (Edwardes, Edward(e)), JoEN
Gloucester 29 August 1429 ~J. & Thomas Bisley
(22 September 1429)

Gentleman and lawyer of Gloucester, Rodmarton and
Staverton; and possibly of Lavington Place, Wiltshire. He
married Joan who is mentioned in 1455.

This Gloucester M.P. was a lawyer and landowner who must
have enjoyed a prominent position in the county during the
second quarter of the fifteenth century. Though he was only
once elected to parliament, he attended on three occasions at
the Gloucester elections—in 1433, 1435 and I442. In February
1430 he occurs as ‘gentleman of Staverton’ when he and others
gave recognisance in £I00 to present a Burford man before the
King and Council. Four years later his name was included
among those to be sworn to the peace in Wiltshire. Then on
28 May 1435, John Edwards was appointed a J.P. for
Gloucestershire; he was to remain a justice for nearly 25 years,
for he held the office until November 1439 and after two years’
break (February 1441) returned until December 1460. ‘Learned
in the law’ he wasindeed, being thus described in the Gloucester
Rental of 1455 and confirmed by the words on his monumental
brass in Rodmarton—/famosus apprenticius in lege peritus.
Other commissions came his way. He figured on one early in
1441 ordering the Earl of Suffolk, Sir William Bardolf and
others to look into treasons, felonies and so forth in Monmouth
and elsewhere in South Wales. In 1446, 1449, 1451 and 1453
John Edwards was put on commissions of gaol-delivery for
Gloucester castle; and here again he was associated with others
who were at one time or another M.P.s, some of whom were
often fellow lawyers, e.g. Thomas Deerhurst (q.v.), John
Langley (q.v.) and Henry Long (M.P. Old Sarum, 1435;
Devizes, 1442; Wiltshire, 1449, 1453 and 1472). He served on a
commission regarding wards, illegal liveries of cloth, uncocketed
goods and such like in Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, 1448.
Two years later, Edwards was nominated a tax’commissioner
in Gloucestershire, and was placed on a general oyer and terminer.
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Then in February 1455 he was a member of a panel set up to
look into the extortions, concealments and other crimes
committed by John Cassy esquire (M.P. Gloucestershire, 1437,
1447, 1453), and in December 1459 he was included on a
Gloucestershire commission of array to resist the rebellion of
Richard Duke of York.

Such were the major tasks which this lawyer had to carry
out. But he also found the more routine legal tasks as witness,
executor, and mainpernor. A witness to a grant of lands in
Up Hatherley in March 1439, John Edwards was one of the
witnesses to the will of the famous Bristol merchant JohnBurton
{q.v.) in 1454. Meanwhile as ‘gentleman of Gloucester,” he had
given joint mainprise for John Aylesbury and Richard Dalby
(q.v.) when they took out an exchequer lease in 1445, and in
1452 he was pardoned as executor of Thomas Gloucester, a
former clerk of accounts of the household. Four years later we
find him taking an acknowledgment of a general release of
actions between parties at Cirencester.

John Edwards possessed land and property in various parts of

Gloucestershire and, as already mentioned, he possibly had
interests in Wiltshire, too. In Gloucester itself he was holding
tenements in Oxbode Lane and Ebridge Street in 1455, and in
April of the same year the manor of Berwyck by Bristol was
conveyed to him and his wife for their lives and for the life of
the longer liver. Previously, in 1443, he had leased lands in
Rodmarton for ten years at an annual rent of £10.
_ There is much more we should like to know about this
. Gloucestershire lawyer. It is curious that whereas his fellow
lawyers, as Langley and Deerhurst for example, were frequently
elected to parliament,sometimes as knights of the shire, Edwards
was returned but once, and even then only as junior member.
Nevertheless there is ample evidence to show that he was no
mere cipher in the life of Gloucestershire and its neighbouring
counties, and in one thing he has left the most permanent
record of any of our group of M.P.s—a memorial brass in
Rodmarton church where, dressed as a lawyer, he is thus
described: dominus Manerii de Rodmarton et verus patronus
ejusdem. He died in January 1461.
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FISH (Fissche, Fyssh), THOMAS, meycatoy
Bristol 25 December 1430 S. & Walter Power, mercator

(12 January 1431)
26 September 1435  S. & Thomas Young, mercator
(z0 October 1435)

Possibly the son of John Fish Mayor of Bristol 1408-g,
Thomas Fish married (1) Joan, and (2) Agnes; his brother was
called William. '

Thomas Fish, burgess of Bristol, must have been one of the
leading merchants of his day. During an active career extending
from 1414 to 1438, he took part in the government of the city.
The Little Red Book notes his attendance at meetings of the
Common Council in March 1419, August 1422, June 1425 and
April 1438. In 1419 those present were described as ‘renowned
men of the Common Council,’ and at the meeting in April 1438,
when the Cordwainers presented their ordinances for approval,
Fish was referred to as a former Master of the Company.
Meanwhile he had held the post of bailiff for the administrative
year 1419-20 and, after having had his name unsuccessfully put
forward for the shrievalty in 1426, 1427, 1429 and 1431, that of
sheriff 1434-35. He relinquished the latter office to John Spicer
on 20 September 1435, only six days before his second election
for Bristol. Naturally we find that Fish attended most parlia-
mentary elections in the city during these years, his presence
being recorded in September 1419, November 1420, October
1422, October 1423, March 1425, September 1427, April 1432,
June 1433 and December 1436. Furthermore, consequent upon
his election in 1435 he was named along with the mayor and
his fellow M.P., Thomas Young, to distribute £23 1s 3d tax
relief in Bristol, January 1436. Previously, in September 1432,
he had been a tax-collector in Gloucestershire.

Turning now to his mercantile interests, we find him receiving
appointments as a customs official in company with Robert
Russell (q.v.). In October 1420 they were appointed to levy
and collect in Bristol and the adjacent ports the 3s subsidy on
wines and 12d on all other merchandise except wools and other
specified goods, and in the following month they became
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responsible for the custom and subsidy payable by alien
merchants on scarlet and other grain cloths, the subsidy on
wools, hides and fells, the custom on woollen and worsted
cloths made in England for export, and the keeping of the
‘cocket’ seal in Bristol and nearby ports; similar appointments
were made In 1421, 1422, 1423 and 1425. In 1435 Thomas Fish
and William Canynges became constables of the Bristol Staple.

As a feoffee, witness, an arbitrator in disputes and an
overseer of wills his name appears alongside those of other
leading Bristolians of the early fifteenth century. Roger Levedon
(q.v.) made Fish one of his trustees for land and property in
Somerset and Hampshire, another trustee being Sir John Juyn,
the lawyer. In turn we find Fish and Levedon as co-feoffees
with John Vampage (M.P. Worcestershire 1422, 1426, 1427,
and Attorney-General 1429-52), William Gascoigne (M.P.
Bridgwater 1406-22) and Walter Portman (M.P. Taunton
1417-35) for Juyn when he purchased property in Bristol of
the executors of Henry Gildeney (q.v.) in 1431. About the
same time Fish and Levedon were also enfeoffed by Thomas
Wyke, himself an executor of Gildeney, with the Somerset
manor of West Chelworth; the enfeoffment was made without
licence and the manor was let out as an exchequer lease to
John Whittokesmede, who was frequently M.P. for Bath and
Wiltshire boroughs between 1427 and 14%2. Earlier in his
career, in 1414, Thomas Fish was an arbitrator for Thomas
Young, father of the M.P. (q.v.), in a dispute between him and
Richard Alisaundre (or Alexander) of Bristol; and in 1432 Fish
acted in a similar capacity for Walter Power (q.v.) and others.
In the meantime Thomas and John Fish (? his father), and
John Droys had petitioned parliament for redress against
certain Breton merchants for their attacks on John Fish’s
vessel ‘le Cristofre’ of Bristol, 1415. As a bailiff in 1420 Thomas
was among the civic officers who were called upon to witness a
grant of land in Bristol; and in 1434, when he was carrying out
his duties as sheriff, the will of Nicholas Excestre was proved
before Thomas Halleway the Mayor, and Thomas Fish.

Fish himself drew up his will on 2 November 1440, and it was
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proved before the Mayor and sheriff of the city on Wednesday
after the Epiphany 20 Henry VI (11 January 1442). He wanted
to be buried outside the north porch of St. Thomas the Martyr’s,
by the grave of his late wife Joan; he left legacies to the clergy
of St. Thomas's, to Wells Cathedral, and to his second wife
Agnes who was to receive most of his Bristol property and also
be his executrix; John Burton (q.v.) was named overseer.

GILBERT (Gylbert, Gylberd(e)), ROBERT

- Gloucester 14 October 1415 S. & Thomas More
(4 November 1415)
no date J. & John Bisley, senior
(16 October 1419)
no date J. & John Bisley, senior
(z May 1421)
no date S. & Richard Dalby
(1 December 1421)
no date S. & Thomas Stevens
(9 November 1422)
16 April 1425 S. & Richard Dalby
(30 April 1425)
no date S. & Thomas Stevens
(13 October 1427)
7 April 1432 S. & Thomas Stevens

(12 May 1432)

Lawyer of Gloucester. By 1408 he had married Joan, late
wife of John Banbury of Gloucester, and they had a son John
who was holding his father’s property in Gloucester in 1455.

Robert Gilbert enjoyed an active and prominent career in
legal and administrative work for some twenty years from about
1412. On 26 November 1416 he became a member of the
Gloucestershire bench, as a member of the quorum, and he
continued to hold this position until 28 April 1437. It was
probably he who was admitted to the society of Lincoln’s Inn
prior to 1420, and who had the distinction of becoming a
governor in 1424-5. In 1417—comparatively early in his career
he could be spoken of as“a sufficient learned man and a sadde,’
and he naturally got the title ‘learned in the law.’
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That he was a proved administrator is confirmed by the fact
that he was thrice escheator of Gloucestershire and the March
of Wales: from 3 November 1412-10 November 1413; 8 Dec-
ember 1416-30 November 14I7; and 4 November 1428-12
February 1430. Before he had completed his second term of
office as escheator he was made a bailiff of Gloucester for the
administrative year Michaelmas 1417~Michaelmas 1418, a post
he was again to occupy 1424-25, 1430-3I, and I1432-33. In
Michaelmas term 1425 he and his fellow bailiff, John Hamlin
{(g.v.), were rendering account at the exchequer. Gilbert was
naturally included on commissions, receiving his first in 1412
when an inquiry was set up to look into the death of a certain
Thomas Compton at Gloucester. Six years later he joined Sir
Jobn Berkeley and other Gloucestershire notables on a commis-
sion of array. There followed a loan-raising commission in
November 1419, and early in 1420 he was one of those appointed
to treat for and to collect a loan or chevance in Gloucestershire.
Late in 1421 he had to inquire into a question of enfeoffment.
Gilbert was also a justice of oyer and terminer and, as such, was
acting with his fellow justices, including John Langley (q.v.) in
March 1434. He was a sometime coroner of Wiltshire. Further-
more he held the position of surveyor and controller of pavage
in Gloucester following a royal grant for five years in October
1429, and he continued in office for a further term of five years
in October 1434.

Such were what can be called the public duties of this
Gloucestershire M.P. If less impressive, the more private aspects
of his career are nevertheless worth mentioning. Here again the
evidence brings out his legal connexions. In 1413 he witnessed
a deed of the Ferrers family. Five years later, on 29 September
1418, he appears with John Bisley, senior, and others as a
witness to a settlement of a dispute about rent between the
Priory of St. Margaret’s Hospital of Wotton near Gloucester
and one Richard Manchester; he witnessed other Gloucester
deeds in September 1429 and April 1433, on the latter occasion
he attested as a bailiff of the town. Earlier, in Michaelmas term
1422, he had brought actions on his own behalf for the recovery



PARLIAMENTARY BURGESSES FOR BRISTOL AND GLOUCESTER 89

of debts in the Common Pleas. But more important still was
the fact that he was employed by the Beauchamp family, when,
on 6 September 1434 Sir John Beauchamp of Powick enfeoffed
Robert Gilbert, William Moryn, and Guy Whitington (M.P.
Gloucestershire, 1420, 1427, 1432) with his manor of Bodington.
Previously he had been parliamentary proxy for Sir John.?

Throughout his career Gilbert seems to have been mainly
preoccupied with Gloucestershire affairs and people. Indeed it
is hardly an exaggeration to say that when he was not engaged
in legal and administrative affairs in the county, he was
representing Gloucester in parliament. His name is recorded
among the shire electors at the elections on 1 May 1413, 18
December 1430, 29 June 1433, and 25 July 1435. Furthermore
he was parliamentary proxy for the Abbot of Gloucester in
October 1416.

The exact date of his death is not known. He ‘received’ the
Irish attorneys of the prior of Lanthony by Gloucester early in
1437, but this was nearly the end of his career, for in November
1440 the sheriff of Wiltshire was ordered to elect a new coroner
in place of ‘Robert Gilberd’ now deceased.

GILDENEY (Goldney), HENRY, mercator

Bristol 31 March 1421 J. & Thomas Norton, senior
(2 May 1421) mercator
4 February 1426 S. & John Langley, mercator

(18 February 1426)
8 September 1427 J. & John Burton, mercator
(13 October 1427)

There can have been few Bristol merchants in the 1420s who
surpassed Henry Gildeney in civic importance. We first hear of
him in March 1407 when he and John Juynacted as mainpernors
for a fellow Bristolian who was involved in a case of debt. Then
for twelve years the records are silent, and when we next hear
of him it is as one of the ‘renowned men of the Common Council.’
From 1419 until his death in 1430 or 1431 he ran through a
succession of civic offices. Bailiff, 1419-20, he was sheriff from

171 owe this information to Prof. J. S. Roskell.
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October 1428-October 1429, his name having previously been
unsuccessfully put forward for that office in 1421, 1424, 1426
and 1427. Shortly before his term as sheriff ended he was made
a constable of the Bristol Staple, 22 September 1429. Thrice
elected for Bristol, always with fellow merchants, he was present
at the ten elections held there between 1419 and 1429, on the
last occasion—5 September 1429—he was present in his
capacity as sheriff and acted therefore as ‘returning officer.’
When he and John Langley (q.v.) were elected in 1426 they were
entrusted with a petition which protested that the recent
election writ had not referred to the fact that Bristol’s parlia-
mentary representatives held the status of knights of the shire.
Evidence for Henry Gildeney’s private and mercantile
interests is disappointingly scanty, there being only an odd
reference, in February 1422, to his holding a garden in Bristol
opposite St. Philip’s church. We are fortunate, however, in
having his will which provides us not only with many interesting
personal details, but also shows him to have been a merchant of
piety and some wealth. He composed his will on 13 December
1430, and it was proved before the mayor and sheriff on 12
September 1431. Gildeney wished to be buried in St. Nicholas’s
church and requested that a chaplain should offer prayers for
seven years for his soul, the souls of Thomas and John Gildeney,
and for those of his late wives, Joan and Joan. His many
bequests included legacies to the vicar of St. Nicholas’s, the
mother church of Worcester, £18 to the chaplain who was to.
celebrate his obits, two shillings sterling for distribution weekly
for two years among the bedridden and needy in return for
their prayers, and to his servants John, Richard, Margery and
Ellen. Two items, however, call for special notice: his bequest
of ‘two suits of armour, with a pole-axe and a lance, with
cuirasses and war-shoes for each’; and his gift of ten shillings to
the parish church of Wanstre in Somerset ‘of the sum of thirty
shillings owed. . . . by Thomas Taillour, so that a cow may be
bought and with the profit thereof the testator’s obit kept there.’
Henry Gildeney was survived by his third wife, Margaret.
She was to receive £34, which was part of a debt owed by
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Andrew Parle of Bristol (an elector in 1429), the rents and
services due from John Sharp (q.v.) for a messuage in Old Corn
Street, and the reversion of all other lands not assigned. She was
to have a life interest in the properties which, on her death,
were to be sold and the proceeds devoted some to pious uses,
other to St. Mary Redcliffe, the Carmelites, and four of his six
executors—Richard Newton, Recorder of Bristol, Robert
Russell (g.v.), William Pytte, and Thomas Wyke. Margaret did
not long survive her husband, for her will was drawn up on
8 January 1431 and proved later the same month. She too asked
to be buried in St. Nicholas’s church.

Our last contact with Henry Gildeney belongs to November
1431, when seven messuages and six acres of meadow in Bristol
were being sold by his executors to that same John Juyn, now
a knight, whom we met with Gildeney in 1407.

HAMLIN (Hamelyn, Hameleyn), JoaN

Gloucester 18 December 1430 S. & Thomas Stevens
(12 January 1431)
29 June 1433 "~ S. & Thomas Deerhurst

(8 July 1433)

This man may have had Somerset connexions, for we hear
of a John Hamlin the elder of that county as a joint surety
with John Harleston of Wiltshire (M.P. Wilton 1414-23) for
Robert Ismel of Devizes when the latter took out an exchequer

. lease in 1421. Be that as it may, this M.P.’s chief tie was with
Gloucester, where at one time he held two stables with their
appurtenances and a curtilage in Southgate Street.

Hamlin acted as trustee for lands in Gloucester, Stroud and
elsewhere in November 1423. Five years later, on 11 June 1428,
he turns up as one of a group of witnesses, which includes John
Bisley and Richard Dalby (qq.v.), to a release of a tenement to
the Prior and Brethren of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in
Gloucester. Meanwhile he had been one of the bailiffs of the
town from Michaelmas 1425-Michaelmas 1426, an office he was
to hold again in 1433-34. During his second term two justices
of Assize were appointed to try a case of novel disseisin between
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the Prior of St. Bartholomew’s on the one hand and the Bailiffs
(John Hamlin and John Luke) and Commonalty of Gloucester
on the other. In 1430 Hamlin had been steward of Gloucester.
Twice elected for the town, each time as senior burgess, he
attested the elections at Gloucester on 16 April 1425, in 1427
(actual date unknown), and on 7 April 1432,

HEWES (Hawes, Hwys), THOMAS

Gloucester 21 January 1426 S. & John Bisley, junior
(18 February 1426)
25 July 1435 S. & Richard Dalby

(xo October 1435)

We first hear of this Gloucester burgess in 1419 when he was
one of the manucaptors for Robert Gilbert (q.v.). The next year
saw him a bailiff of the town and, as such, jointly responsible
for the returns after the borough election on 11 November 1420
(the shire elections had been held a week earlier). He was again
a bailiff for the administrative years 1427—28 and 1434~35. In
the meantime he had witnessed the election of the knights and
burgesses for the shire and town of Gloucester on 16 April 1425
and in 1427. 4

Of Hewes’s other activities we know little. A certain John
May of Bicknor in Gloucestershire owed him £20 6s 84 in 1421.
Some eight years later, in September 1429, he witnessed a lease
of two shopsin the town in company with the then bailiffs John
Strensham and Richard Dalby, and Robert Gilbert (qq.v.). In
the same month Hewes himself leased a tenement in Gloucester
to John Brown and his wife Matilda.

Thomas was dead by 1455; the property rental for that year
refers to a tenement formerly of Thomas and his wife Ellen
(Alana), later the wife of Philip Bishop.
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LANGLEY, JouN, mercator [?esquire] :
[? Chippenbam no date J. & John Ludwell]}

(9 November 1422)
Bristol 4 February 1426 J.& Henry Gildeney

(18 February 1426) mercator

[? Gloucestershire 29 August 1429 J. & Maurice Berkeley
(22 September 1429) miles de Uley
7 April 1432 S. & Guy Whittington
(12 May 1432) :
25 July 1435 S. & Thomas Mill

(10 October 1435)
10 December 1436 S. & John Cassy

(21 January 1437 .
1 January 1442 J. & William Tracy}
(25 January 1442)

A problem of identification is presented by John Langley,
M.P. for Bristol in 1426, for the evidence, though tempting, is
not strong enough to prove that the M.P. for Chippenham,
Bristol and Gloucestershire were one and the same person.
J. S. Roskell, in his recent book The Commons in the Parliament
of 1422, would distinguish between the burgess of Bristol and
the knight of the shire, who began his parliamentary career
as M.P. for the Wiltshire borough; on the other hand the
biography in Wedgwood’s History of Parliament assumes a
common identity. .

In Bristol we meet with a John Langley who was junior
bailiff there during the year 1418-19. Early in March 1419 this
man is mentioned as one of the ‘renowned men of the Common
Council,’ and in August 1422 his name occurs again among
those present at a Common Council meeting. Langley attested
the Bristol elections in September 1419 and in October 1422.
Two years previously, in May 1420, the Great Orphan Book
records that John Langley was holding a tenement in Redcliffe
Street. Deputy-butler of Bristol in 1423, he was elected for the
city to the Leicester parliament of February 1426. On this
occasion the two Bristol members were entrusted with a petition
protesting against the incorrect wording of the writ of summons
sent to the sheriff of the city and county of Bristol in 1425. It
was customary for the Bristol members to be called ‘knights and

o~
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burgesses for the county and city of Bristol'—a distinction to
be proud of and jealously guarded—and the writ in 1425 had
omitted the title of knight. The election return for 1426
described Langley and his colleague, Henry Gildeney (q.v.),
each as mercator or merchant; and we also find him so described
in May 1425 in a document relating to the ransom of one
Pierre de Nantollot, a French merchant held prisoner by
‘ John Langley, merchant of Bristol.’

The Gloucestershire Langleys seem to have originated in
Warwickshire where Geoffrey de Langley was living femp
Henry II1. The family had interests in Rodmarton, Siddington
Langley and Torleton, Gloucestershire, by the fourteenth -
century. Most writers give John Langley the M.P. as the son
of John, though W. R. Williams in his Members of Parliament
for Gloucestershive gives him as son of William. He probably
married twice: (1) Margaret daughter of William Llewellyn of
the Nash; and (z) Joan White, who outlived him. John Langley
had succeeded his father by 1409 in the estates of Rodmarton,
Siddington Langley and Torleton, to which he was to add other
lands during hisownlifetime. InGloucestershire itself heacquired
the manors of Chesterton and Turkdean, lands in Fairford and
Lechlade, and a mill in Cirencester; in Shropshire he secured
Oldbury manor by 1431, holding it of John Maltravers, Earl
of Arundel, as well as lands in Bridgnorth and Severnhall; and
_he possessed lands in Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire,
and the ‘hospital’ or inn called ‘Cardinal’s Hat’ next to the
‘Crown’ in Broadgate, Coventry. That John Langley of Glou-
cestershire was a man of substance is borne out not only by a
catalogue of his lands, but also by a somewhat distinguished
career, which included his election for the county five times as
well as his possible return for Chippenham and Bristol. In 1419
we find him appointed a tax collector in Gloucestershire. Other
commissions followed in quick succession. He was to investigate
seisin disputes in the shire in November 1421 and February
1422. In the latter month he became a Justice of the Peace for
Gloucestershire until July 1423; he was appointed again in
February 1432 and served until November 1439, joining the
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quorum in June 1432; and he was appointed for a third term in
July 1441, and this time he held office until his death in 1458.
Meanwhile Langley had attested the Gloucestershire elections
in December 1430 and June 1433, in 1434 he was sworn to the
peace, and from November 1436 to November 1437 he served
as escheator for the county. Despite the fact that in July 1438
he took out an exemption from service on assizes, or as sheriff,
escheator, tax collector, commissioner of array and distraint of
knighthood, his name continued to appear on commissions. In
March 1439, November 1440, and twice in 1442 John Langley
was required to assist in raising loans in Gloucestershire. Then,
in 1445 and again in 1446 he was put on a panel of gaol delivery;
and as late as 1457 his name was among those assigned with the
job of assessing the number of archers each district in Glou-
cestershire was to provide towards the county total of 424.

Langley, of course, besides being a landowner was a lawyer.
Frequently we find him associated with fellow lawyers and
sometime M.P.s. He acted as a feoffee for Robert Andrew esquire
a noted lawyer and knight of the shire for Wiltshire in 1416,
1422, 1426 and 1433, and sheriff of Gloucestershire in 1428-29,
when Langley himself was first elected as a knight of the shire.
He was, too, an alleged trustee for John Vampage esquire (M.P.
Worcestershire in 1422, 1426 and 1427; Attorney-General
1429-52), and in 1431 the Bishop of Worcester, John Vampage
and John Langley were arbiters in a dispute concerning a
tenement in Gloucester. Six years later, in 1437, Langley was
retained as counsel by Maurice de la River esquire at an annual
fee of zo shillings, and in the parliament of 1442 he was
parilamentary proxy for the Abbot of Cirencester. ‘

John Langley drew up his will on 4 December 1458 and died
nineteen days later. His most important manors and the bulk
of his other property, including the Coventry property called
‘Cardinal’s Hat’, he left to Isabel, wife of Walter Langley
esquire and daughter of his sister Margaret. To his wife, Joan
White, he left lands in Lechlade and Fairford, and lands in
Oxfordshire and Berkshire. He provided for obits to be said for
his father and mother, John and Joan and for this purpose he
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left {100 to St. Leonard’s, Bridgnorth. Other beneficiaries
included the Abbess of Romsey, the Friars Minor of Gloucester,
Warwick, Coventry and Bristol, Worcester Cathedral, the
Priory of Lanthony by Gloucester, and his chaplain Thomas
Langham. To his wealth as a landowner and his experience in
local and national affairs can be added his culture as a gentle-
man, for he possessed a copy of the Acts of the Apostles, a Roll
of Arms, a Book of Runes, a French manual, and a bound book
of Assizes written on paper.

The problem of identity remains then. And the matter is
further complicated by the existence of a John Langley ‘of
Bristol,” son of John Wyndell of North Langley, who held lands
in Corsham, Wiltshire in 1423, died before 1453, and who
could, therefore, have been the M.P. for Chippenham and
Bristol, but not knight for Gloucestershire, for he died in 1458.
Again, there seem to have been many Langleys in Gloucester-
shire, and the Bristol merchant and M.P. may perhaps have
been an obscure connexion of the country gentleman and lawyer.
Yet it is tempting to see in the latter a man whose career ran
a close parallel with that of Thomas Young (q.v.), who even as
a rising lawyer could still be described in the election return as
a merchant of Bristol.

LEVEDON (Lyvedon, Leveden, Lyveden), RoGER, mercator

Bristol 12 October 1422 J. & John Burton, mercator
(9 November 1422)
11 October 1423 J. & John Burton, mercator

(20 October 1423)

Roger Levedon was a prominent Bristolian who was actively
engaged in civic affairs during the reigns of Henry V and
Henry VI. When we first meet him it is as bailiff for the
administrative year 1417-18, though he had most probably
begun to attend the Common Council a little before that time.
Thereafter followed many offices and a consequently busy
career: sheriff October 1420-October 1421; constable of the
Bristol Staple in 1427 and again in 1436; mayor of the Staple
and simultaneously mayor of the city 1428-29. His attendance
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at Common Council is frequently recorded in the Little Red Book;
the entry for 2 March 1419 puts him down among the ‘renowned
men of the Common Council.” He was there on 26 June 1425
when assent was given to the Cordwainers’ petition that the
rule regarding attendance at the Corpus Christi and other
processions should be more strictly enforced, and on another
important occasion—30 June 1439—when a decision was
taken not to elect Irishmen to the Council. Moreover, we hear
of his attendance at a number of elections of the city’s M.P.s.
On 18 October 1417 he was present in his capacity as bailiff; at
the elections held on 11 November 1420 and 31 March 1421 he
was there as sheriff, and so acted as ‘returning officer’; and he
attended elections held on 12 October 1422, 11 October 1423,
26 March 1425, 4 February 1426, 8 September 1427, 5 September
1429 (as mayor of Bristol), 14 April 1432, 26 September 1435
and lastly, on 17 December 1436. Meanwhile, in January 1436,
he had been nominated as tax assessor in Bristol for the subsidy
granted in the previous parliament.

The election returns for 1422 and 1423 describe both Roger
Levedon and his companion, John Burton (q.v.), as merchants
(mercator). Although there is much interesting evidence of other
aspects of Levedon’s career, there is hardly any concerning his
trading activities; a solitary reference states that a bale of
saffron was landed in his name at Southampton in December
1429.

From the instances already givenitis clear that this M.P. was,
s0 to speak, in at the centre of things. At one time or another he
held positions of honour in the city, and he must have associated
with such notable Bristolians as John Burton, Robert Russell
(q.v.) and Thomas Young ‘senior’ (he was mayor when Levedon
was sheriff). Then, too, as feoffee, executor and so forth his
name was linked not only with fellow citizens but also well-to-do
people beyond Bristol, many of whom were themselves some-
time M.P.s. There was, for example, William Gascoigne ‘junior,’
. a Somerset attorney, who represented Levedon and another,
plaintiffs in a case in the Common Pleas arising out of their
being executors for one, Richard Clerk, Michaelmas 1422. Two
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years previous to this a Bristol merchant, William Pays, had
made Levedon an executor to his will. Of greater import was
Roger Levedon’s association with Sir John Juyn, for whom he
was a co-executor with the judge Richard Newton and such
lawyers as John Hody, John Fortescue and John St. Loo
esquire (M.P. Wiltshire 1447). In 1431 Levedon was one of a
group of feoffees which included Thomas Fish (q.v.), Walter
Portman (M.P. Taunton 1417-35), and John Whittokesmede
(M.P. Bath and Wiltshire constituencies 1427-72) for certain
Bristol properties lately belonging to Henry Gildeney (q.v.) and
then being sold to Sir John Juyn. A few years later Levedon
and Fish were wrongly enfeoffed in the Somerset manor of West
Chelworth, which consequently was‘farmed out’ as an exchequer
lease to Whittokesmede. Levedon was a co-feoffee for other
lands in Somerset between 1420-39, and he himself was the
principal party in a series of transactions by which he acquired
by 1434 lands and a mill in Long Ashton, Somerset, and lands
in Hampshire.

In his will, written in English and made on 18 July 1447,
Roger Levedon ‘of St. Thomas’s parish, Bristol, merchant,’
left £10 for poor men, not beggars but rather ‘poor householders,
bedemen, the lame and the blind,’ two shillings to St. Andrew’s
church, Wells, and a pair of vestments, a mass book, a chalice
and an altar-cloth to St. Thomas’s church, Bristol, where he
asked to be buried. His wife, Isabella, was to be his executor and
was to receive the residue of his goods; which included house-
hold bedding—a valued thing in the fifteenth century. There is
no record of his death, but he must have died within the next
six years because in 1453 Isabella made an enfeoffment of
Roger’s manor of Long Ashton. -

NORTON, TuOMAS, mercator
Bristol 17 December 1436 J. & Thomas Young, mercator

(21 January 1437)

This M.P. was a member of a well-to-do Bristol family. It has
generally been thought that he was Thomas Norton the
‘alchemist’” who, according to the Dictionary of National
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Biography, was the son of Thomas Norton, M.P. for Bristol
1399-1421, and who became a member of Edwards IV’s privy
chamber and was still alive in 1477. There is, however, good
reason to doubt this account. Certainly the M.P. for Bristol in
1437 seems to have been the son of Thomas the M.P. in 1421 and
previously. The father probably died shortly after 1435, when
he gave the family residence (on the site of St. Peter’s Hospital)
to his two sons, Thomas and Walter, who themselves divided
it into two tenements. An inquisition post mortem held at Wells
in October 1450 shows that Thomas the younger died on 28
November 1449, leaving his brother, Walter, aged forty or
more, as heir. His will mentions two Thomases sons of William
(? Walter), and it can be conjectured that one of these men was
the alchemist.

The M. P. for Bristol in 1437 cuts a less impressive figure than
his father; nor does he possess the literary and scientific interest
of his nephew. Either he or his father was present at the elec-
tions in 1422, 1425, 1426, 1427 and 1429. In July 1433 Thomas
‘junior’ and his brother witnessed a Bristol deed. The election
return for Bristol in 1436 describes Thomas as mercator or
merchant, and lists Walter among those present at the election.
In 1437 a commission appointed Norton and Young ‘knights
coming to parliament’ and the Bishop of Bath and Wells to
distribute tax relief in Bristol. :

In addition to the famous town house which they acquired in
1400, the Nortons owned property elsewhere. In 1410 Thomas
Norton esquire presented to the church of Wraxall, and six
years later Thomas Norton the younger, ‘son of Thomas
Norton of Bristol’” jointly presented to the same church; and in
1420 Thomas Norton the elder presented to Kingston Seymour.
At his death, Thomas the younger held a third of the manor of
Kingston Seymour and a moiety of the manor of Stache. He
composed his will at Bristol on 20 November 1449. Norton
wished to be buried in St Peter’s beside the grave of his parents.
The bequests testify to his wealth. They included gifts to
Worcester cathedral, St Peter’s, Bristol, the four Orders of
Friars in the city, 6s 84 to each of twelve poor maids to purchase
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bedding on their marriage, 20s for the repair of the ‘Wey of
Barowe’ and a similar sum for the mending of Knolle Way,
the repayment of a £4 debt to a Londoner, 40s to his servant,
land to Robert Spichesley or Spetchley (M.P. Devizes 1437,
1442), and £100 to the daughters of his brother Walter.

POWER, WALTER, mercatoy

Bristol 26 March 1425 J. & Richard Trenode, mercator
(30 April 1425)
25 December 1430 J. & Thomas Fish, mercator
(12 January 1431)
8 June 1433 J. & Robert Russell, mercator

(8 July 1433)

Son of Walter and Alice Power of Bristol. Walter the younger
seems to have been a fairly prosperous merchant and man-of-
affairs in the city. In 1418 he and his mother made a lease of
land and property to a certain Thomas Fylknappe of Wells at
anannual rent of 46s;and in 1435 Powerwas stated to be holding
a dwelling-house in St. Nicholas Street, Bristol. Though there is
little evidence of his activities as a merchant, there are refer-
ences to his being one: he is called mercator on each occasion of
his election to parliament; and in 1433 and 1435 he is described
as ‘merchant of Bristol.” In 1432, Walter Power and Ellen, wife
of John Talbot a Bristol merchant, gave recognisance that they
and others would abide the award of arbitrators, one of whom
was Thomas Fish (q.v.), in a case between Power on the one

~hand and Philip Russell and John Oliver on the other; and in
1436 he himself was appointed an auditor in a dispute about a
will. Earlier, in 1433, a Wells taverner had owed him £2.

Six years before his first election to parliament we hear of
his attendance at a meeting of the Common Council at the
Guildhall in company with such leading burgesses as John
Burton, Thomas Fish, Henry Gildeney, Roger Levedon, John
Langley and John Sharp (qq.v.); and again, on 26 June 1425
he was present when the Cordwainers of the city presented a
petition to the Council for tightening up the rule about atten-
dance at the Corpus Christi and other processions. Later in
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1425 he took office as senior bailiff of Bristol. During his year
as bailiff, on 15 August 1426, the charter granted by Henry VI
to the Warden and Scholars of St. Mary’s, Winchester, was
exhibited by their Receiver-General before the mayor, sheriff
and bailiffs of Bristol. After serving as bailiff he must have
continued to attend meetings of the Common Council, his
presence being specifically noted on 23 May 1429. Following his
third parliamentary election in 1433, he and his fellow burgess,
Robert Russell, along with the Bishop of Bath and Wells were
appointed to-distribute tax relief in the city in December 1433
and in February 1434. Meanwhile attempts had been made to
get him elected sheriff of Bristol. Four times was his name
submitted as a candidate to chancery—in 1430, 1431, 1432 and
1433—but it was not until 1436 that this office came his way.
This was destined to be Power’s last civic honour however, for
he died before his term was up.

RUSSELL, RoBERT, mercator
Bristol 10 February 1416 S. & Robert Colville, mercator
(16 March 1416)
18 September 1419 S. & Mark William, mercator
{16 October 1419)
8 June 1433 S. & Walter Power, mercator
(8 July 1433)

The Russells were well known in the south-west and their
connexions seem to have been wide. Robert himself belonged to
the Bristol branch of the family; his parents may have been
Roger and his wife Emma, who appear in the will of John Vyall
of Bristol, 1398; his own wife was Elizabeth, who survived him;
the Philip Russell, a tax-collector in Bristol in 1432, may have
been a relative.

Robert held a prominent place in early fifteenth-century
Bristol. By 1404 he had begun on his public career, when he
became a bailiff for the administrative year 1404-5; and it was
in that capacity that he was present on 10 August 1405 when
the will of John Halleway was proved before thé mayor,
sheriff and bailiffs. During 140g-10 Russell was elected to the
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‘Forty-Two.” After four more years another office came his way
when he was made sheriff in October 1414, an office he retained
for twelve months. The will of another Bristol burgess, William
Warmynstre, was proved before the mayor and sheriff (Russell)
on 28 January 1415; and on %7 July he attended a meeting of the

Common Council which confirmed the Tanners’Ordinances. Two
~ years later Russell achieved the highest civic office, becoming
mayor for 1417-18; he was mayor for a second time in 1426-27.
In September 14147 he had been appointed mayor of the Bristol
Staple, and so held this concurrently with the mayoralty of the
city. The Little Red Book of Bristol frequently refers to Robert
Russell’s activities as mayor. For example, on 15 May 1418 he
presided at Cemmon Council before which the confirmation of
privileges granted to Montgomery were exhibited; and, again
as mayor, he headed the ‘committee’ when the wills of two
Bristolians came up for proof, having previously been accepted
by the ecclesiastical authorities. Nor did his mayoral activities
end here with the overseeing of strictly civic business; for in
Bristol the civic office of mayor carried with it the royal duty of
escheator. Thus on 22 October 1417 and on 3 February 1418 we
hear that he received orders to hold the customary inquisitions
as to lands held in-chief by the late Sir Thomas de Berkeley
chivaler and the late Sir Thomas Brook chivaler. In the mean-
time Russell had been chosen one of the M.P.s for Bristol in the
parliament which met on 16 March 1416. At this period, too,
his name frequently comes among those attending the parlia-
mentary elections in the city. We know that he was there on
18 October 1417 (as mayor), 11 November 1420, 31 March 1423,
4 February 1426, 8 September 1427 (again as mayor), 5 Sept-
ember 1429, and 14 April 1432; and earlier, on g October 1419,
when he was elected for Bristol a second time, he attested the
shire elections at Gloucester.

From Russell’s civic life we turn to consider his career as a
merchant. For, indeed, he was thus described on each writ
recording his election for the city. Perhaps the earliest mention
of Robert Russell’s mercantile activities is that of July 1402
which orders the keepers of passage in Bristol to release his
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ship la Katerine, on condition that he pay the proper customs
duties. A year later, on 26 August 1403, an order was issued to
allow the S¢. Katherine of Bristol (probably the same ship)
to sail for Spain, Gascony and Bayonne. In November 1404
Russell’s ship was about to depart for Bayonne with a cargo of
cloth, beans, and other goods for the relief of the town. By 1406
he had acquired /e George of Bristol, when in February he was
licensed to ship a cargo of 60 packs of woollen cloth, 2o
tuns of rybdage and other wines, two tuns of vinegar, 10 lasts
of salt and 10 tuns of flour for victualling the king’s lieges in
Ireland, and to bring back a cargo of merchandise to England.
In January 1408 he got permission to export a cargo of wine,
salt and other merchandise to Ireland, and to import salmon
and other victualsin a ‘crayer’ called Ja Marie of Combe of which
Pat Laweles (or Lawless) was master. In addition to the vessels
just mentioned, he also used /e Powele of Bristol (1411), Je
Godyere of the same (1413), and e Cok of Haverford (1417).
Henceforward Russell’s trading connexions with Ireland con-
tinued almost without interruption until 1422, generally
exporting wine, salt and cloth, and returning with salmon and
herrings. As a rule we find him trading on his own account,
though sometimes he went into partnership as, for example, in
1410, 1411 and 1413 when he joined with a certain John Body.

Medieval trading ventures were never free from risk; and
Robert Russell’s were no exception. In April 1413 he succeeded
in getting an order for the release of a cargo of salt which he
had shipped from Brittany bound for Bristol in /e Gracedieu, but
which had been captured by an armed ship and taken to Dart-
mouth. A second misadventure overtook him and his partners
about 1428, for in May of that year a commission was set up in
Gloucestershire following the capture at Lake Minsterworth of
a valuable cargo of wheat and barley which Robert Russell,
John Burton, Richard Trenode (qq.v.) and other Bristol
merchants were having carried from Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire to Bristol. Nor were pirates, English or foreign,
the only people to be aware of; for even the factors, often
employed abroad by wealthier merchants, were not always
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impeccable. Here, too, Russell tasted misfortune and suffered
at the hands of his Bayonne agent, Thomas Hoper, who having
converted his master’s goods to his own use, married a local
woman and settled down there. And, again, Russell seems to
had trouble with another of his agents, John Boure, draper of
London, who was pardoned in 1419 for not appearing to
answer the charge that he had failed to render account as
Russell’s receiver. Yet it is indeed difficult to draw a line
between honest merchants and dishonest agents, for all too
frequently we find the fifteenth-century merchant playing a
 double rdle; and whereas Russell may have had just cause to
complain about his factor’s and receiver’s conduct, others
apparently had cause to complain about his. Thus in October
1421 a commission was set up to look into the allegations of
some Flemish merchants that acts of piracy had been committed
by certain masters and mariners with the connivance of the
merchant-owners of their ships, of whom Russell and Burton
were two. : ' '

During the most active years of Russell’s life he was employed
on many royal commissions. On 21 March 1413 he was made a
collector of duties on wine, merchandise and cloths in Bristol
and adjacent ports. From time to time these appointments were
renewed, the last occasion being 22 July 1425. Meanwhile he had
been included in an order sent to the mayor and sheriff of
Bristol to procure ships for the transport to Ireland of the Earl
of Ormonde, Lieutenant of Ireland, his troops and equipment,
20 February 1420. In December 1421 Russell was one of the
commissioners to examine a case of disseisin in Bristol, the
parties being John Blake, Prior of the College of Kalendars,
and Mark William a leading burgess and M.P. with Russell in
1419. Ten years later, in April 1431, he was a tax assessor in
Bristol, and in August of the same year he was to assist the
civic authorities in arresting certain Friars Minor who were
accused of stirring up trouble in their order. In 1433, after his
third election to parliament, he was appointed with his fellow
M.P., Walter Power, and the Bishop of Bath and Wells to distri-
bute tax relief in the city.



PARLIAMENTARY BURGESSES FOR BRISTOL AND GLOUCESTER 105

It is clear that Robert Russell was no ordinary merchant
with purely local interests; he was a man of the world, wealthy,
and with contacts beyond Bristol. His debtors included a man
from Chippenham who owed £16 in 1409, a certain John ap
Gwyllym of Monmouth whose debt was £30 in 1425, a Dunster
man in 1432, and a Henry Gryndall, gentleman, of Drayton in
Somerset who owed 10 marks in 1433. As a leading citizen his
confidence was sought after by his fellows: he was an overseer
of the wills of Simon Algode (or Allgood) burgess of Bristol, in
1405 and of William Moille in 1422; and he was one of five
executors to the will of Henry Gildeney (q.v.). Then we find him
acting as a feoffee to uses, a surety for exchequer lessees and so
forth. Twice in 1421 he gave mainprise for Bristol men who
had taken out leases of the subsidy and aulnage of cloth,
and likewise in 1422 and 1424. Russell was a trustee for
property in Wells, 1412, and for lands in Bishopsworth, Bed-
minster, Knolle near Bristol, and elsewhere in Somerset in
1420 and 1421. In 1430 he joined John Mitchell, citizen and
alderman of London, as an arbitrator in a dispute between two
London merchants. '

We are not fortunate enough to have Russell’s will which
would perhaps give information as to his property in Bristol,
but we do know that he rented a garden of John Droys, and a
shop in Horse Street. Furthermore in 1417 he and others
combined to obtain alicence to convert their recently established
fraternity into a guild in honour of Holy Trinity and St.
George the Martyr, and to incorporate it with power to aquire
lands and for its master and brethren to make ordinances. The
date of Russell’s death is unknown. His active career, however,
was over by 1435 and he was certainly dead by February 1443,
when his widow and his executors were trying to recover the
debt owed to Robert by Henry Gryndell of Drayton.

SHARP (Sharpe, Sherp(e)), Joun, mercator
Bristol 5 September 1429 J. & Richard Trenode, mercator
(22 September 1429)

14 April 1432 J. & John Burton, mercator
(12 May 1432) -
8 January 1442 J. & Thomas Young, mercator

(25 January 1442)



106 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR IQ55

Son of John Sharp, mayor of Bristol 1415-16, by his wife
Joan; he himself married Elizabeth by January 1430, and their
son, also John, was M.P. for Bristol in 1447 and subsequently.

This Bristol merchant succeeded to the position established
by his father, and in turn he occupied the various civic offices
open to him. His father’s active career probably closed some-
where about 1420, and it was most likely John ‘senior’ who
attended the election of the Bristol members in 1420 and 1421.
The younger John became bailiff of Bristol for the administra-
tive year 1424—25, and thereafter his name constantly recurs in
the local records. On 26 June 1425 he was present as bailiff
at the meeting of the Common Council that gave assent to
the Cordwainers’ petition for the stricter enforcement of their
rules regarding attendance at the Corpus Christi and other
processions. His presence at Common Council is noted in May
1429, April 1438, June 1439 and April 1447, on which latter
occasion he was called ‘senior.” Meanwhile he had been success-
ively sheriff, 1427-28, and mayor, 1432—33 and again 1439-40.
Sharp attended the Bristol elections on 4 February 1426, 8 Sept-
ember 1427, 25 December 1430, 17 December 1436, 31 January
1447,27 January1449 and 7 July 1455. During his term as sheriff
the will of Thomas Young (father of the M.P. (q.v.)) was proved
before the mayor (John Newton) and John Sharp, 16 January
1428. Four months later, on g May, a commission addressed to
the mayor, sheriff, John Burton (q.v.) and another, directed
them to make an inquiry about the suspected unlicensed
conveyance of pilgrims to Santiago from Bristol and other
Severn ports. John Sharp was undoubtedly well acquainted
with merchants and the ways of commerce. He was constable
of the Bristo] Staple in September 1431, mayor the next year,
constable in 1433 and again in 1438. Furthermore he was placed
on a number of commissions, the majority of which concerned
trade. Thus in November 1434 he was ordered to co-operate
with Bristol port officials in checking of illegal export of merch-
andise. Two years later he was one of a panel of seven tax
assessors for the city. Early in 1440 a commission was set up
to look into the theft of iron from Ja Marie of Bilbao, a ship
sailing under the king’s safe conduct that had been wrecked off
Belle Isle and whose cargo, having been brought to Chepstow,
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had subsequently disappeared. The personnel of this commis-
sion included the sheriffs of Somerset, Devon, and Bristol,
John Sharp as mayor of Bristol, and John Austell esquire (M.P.
Wells 1432; Somerset 1439; Devon 1449). The following
February found him on an inquiry into the ownership of 50
pipes of salmon brought from Ireland, and in June he wasona
committee to investigate the behaviour of all royal officials in
Bristol and especially the activities of the port examiner, John
Wyche. Consequent upon his election to the parliament which
met in January 1442, he was appointed (29 March) to distribute
tax relief in Bristol with his fellow ‘burgess and knight,” Thomas
Young, and the Abbot of St. Augustine’s. More interesting
perhaps was his appointment by the Privy Council in August
1442 with John Burton and two others to arrange for 1000
quarters of wheat to be sent to Bayonne, they, in return,
being allowed to export merchandise free of duty to cover
their expenses. Next year he became a customer.of Bristol and,
on the nomination of Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester,
was to be allowed freely to buy and sell ‘merchandise, wares
and victuals’ to aliens. On 8 August 1450 Sharp was again
appointed a tax official in Bristol.

We now turn to consider his mercantile and other activities.
First of all we must note that he was described as mercafor or
merchant each time he was elected to parliament; and, again,
it was John Sharp mercator who was prosecuting debtors by
attorney in the Common Pleas during Easter Term 1432,
(Easter Day fell on 20 April 1432, and he had been elected six
days before to sit in parliament summoned for 12 May). About
20 years later, during the mayoralty of Robert Sturmy
(1453-54), a licence to trade was granted to John Sharp ‘senior.’
In 1454, again described as ‘merchant of Bristol,” he was
lieutenant of Sir Ralph Butler, Lord Sudeley, Chief Butler of
England, and as such Sharp had restrained the Prior of St.
James’s, Bristol, from exercising certain rights of prisage. The
lives of the fifteenth-century Bristol merchants were bound up
closely one with another, and the career of this man was no
exception. During the 1430s, 1440s, and early 1450s, John
Sharp must have been one of the principal citizens of England’s
second port. Indeed he was in at everything. We meet him
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everywhere: he witnesses the transfer of Bristol property in
1424 and 1440, on the former occasion to John Seymour (M.P.
Ludgershall 1422; Wiltshire 1435, 1439, 1446); he and his wife
make an enfeoffment of lands in Welton, Northamptonshire, to
John Catesby esquire (M.P. Northamptonshire 1425, 1429) in
1430; and in 1442 a fellow citizen, Richard Trenode (qv)
makes him an overseer to his will.

Wealthy Sharp must have been, and possessed of property
too. There is no will extant to furnish details of either his real
or personal possessions, but to some extent this deficiency can
be overcome. His mother and father were renting property of
the Sutton family in Old Corn Street by 1415, and in 1430,
when Henry Gildeney (q.v.) made his will, Joan Sharp and her
son John were holding a messuage belonging to Gildeney in the-
same street. In 1434 Sharp had interest in properties in Grope
Lane and ‘the Key’; and in 1454 and 1459 he was stated to have
property in Marsh Street. Earlier, in May 1438, a certain
Thomas Prat alias Charlcote was accused of having forged
deeds relating to lands of John Sharp at Lye, Gloucestershire.
The Old Corn Street property was also to prove troublesome to
him, but in another way. In 1462 the procurators of St. Ewen’s
won their case against Sharp for 30s rent of assize, and at
Michaelmas 1465, after his death on 6 July previous, his widow,
Elizabeth, is recorded as having paid 7s 6d quarterly rent
according to the above award.

STEVENS (Stevenes, Stephenes), THoMAS

Gloucester 11 November 1420 J. & Thomas More, mercer
(2 December 1420)
no date J. & Robert Gilbert
(o November 1422)
4 October 1423 J. & John Strensham
(20 October 1423)
no date J. & Robert Gilbert
(13 October 1427)
18 December 1430 J. & John Hamlin
(12 January 1431)
7 April 1432 J. & Robert Gilbert
(12 May 1432) .
I January 1442 S. & William Oliver

(25 January 1442)
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We first hear of this man in September 1401 when, described
as a mercer of London, he gave joint mainprise in £zo00 for
certain Gloucestershire men.? Thereafter nothing further is
known of him for some 17 years until, in 1418, he is men-
tioned as executor to the will of Richard Vaux, who was in
the French campaign of 1417 and who died at the siege of
Rouen; under the terms of the will Stevens was to receive
Vaux’s best horse and armour. On 11 December 1421 ‘Thomas
Stevenes of London, mercer, altas Thomas Stevenys of Glouces-
ter, gentilman’ was pardoned for non-appearance to answer
pleas of debt of £20 owed to a Worcester draper, and £10 to a
London mercer. Earlier in the same year, on 3 April, he had
been included on a panel, headed by the Bishop of Worcester,
" charged with the care of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Gloucester.
In December 1422 he and another Gloucestershire man gave
security for an exchequer lessee who had obtained a lease of
land in Gloucester itself; whereas in August 1438 Stevens took
out a similar lease of a mill in Bristol. Meanwhile he had been
witness to a quitclaim made by one Thomas Caraunt of
Gloucester. Then, too, he himself had a number of properties
in the town: in September 1429 he and his wife, Joan, with
Thomas Hewes (q.v.) and Agatha Heydon leased a tenement
between the bridges; and before his death he had acquired
interest in properties in the Mercery, Northgate Street, South-
gate Street, and Travel Lane.

The evidence for Stevens’s public life confirms that the west
country was really the centre of his activities. Previous to his
first election in 1420 he had been one of the manucaptors in
1419 for Robert Gilbert (q.v.), who was to be his fellow M.P.
on three future occasions; and he was again put down as a
manucaptor for Gloucester M.P.s elected to the December
parliament, 1421. Thomas Stevens was among the electors at
the Gloucester elections in 1427 when he himself was returned
to parliament. A royal commission issued on 17 July 1421

11t is possible that Stevens was involved in the Calais wool-trade, see J. S.
Roskell, The Commons tn the Parliament of 1422, 52.

<
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appointed him to look into complaints about the evasion of
customs on wools, hides and fells in Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex.
Some years later, in May 1434 he became controller of customs
in Bristol. Here, apparently, he did not enjoy untroubled
tenure of office, for after it had been alleged that he had
abused his position by fixing his seal to forfeited goods in
Bristol, a commission of inquiry was set up in November 1438.
Stevens, however, came out on top, his accuser one William
Thomas, the water bailiff's deputy, found himself in the
Marshalsea prison, being bound over to keep the peace in 1440,
whereas in February 1441 Stevens was confirmed in his post.

We do not know when he died, but by 1441 he must have
been getting on in years and the record of his election in 1442
is the last time we hear of him alive. When the Rewnfal was
compiled in 1455 he was called ‘late,” and his property had
gone to others.

STRENSHAM (Streynesham), Joun
Gloucester 4 October 1423 S. & Thomas Stevens
(20 October 1423)

The name of Strensham or Streynesham is frequently met
with in Gloucestershire at this period. There was, for example,
a Thomas Streynesham of Tewkesbury living in 1416, a John
Streynesham ‘butcher’ of the same town in 1422, and another
John, merchant of Bristol, mentioned in 1436.

John the M.P. in 1423 was probably the son of John Stren-
sham, steward of Gloucester 1409-10 and M.P. for that borough
in 1413. Rudder, in his History of Gloucestershive, lists a John
Strensham as senior bailiff for the administrative year 1418-19,
and this man was more likely to have been the father, for in
1423-24 and 1432-33 John Strensham was junior bailiff and in
1427-28 senior. On 4 October 1423 the two bailiffs held the
borough elections for Gloucester, sending in their return to the
sheriff, who in turn made the return for shire and borough to
Chancery. Strensham was present at four other Gloucester
elections: on 16 April 1425, in 1427, on 7 April 1432, and 29 June
1433. A Robert Strensham also attested the writ in 1433. Three
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years later, in November 1436, John witnessed a deed concern-
ing a tenement in East Street and a curtilage near the cemetery
of the Friars Minor. He himself had interest in property in
Northgate Street and which passed to his widow Alice, who was
holding it in 1455.

This Gloucester M.P. seems to have had connexions with
Bristol, because in July 1446 he became a tax collector there
and three years after that he was a feoffee for Thomas
Halleway’s chantry foundation in All Saints, Bristol. A ‘ John
Strenisham’ occurs as a searcher of ships in Melcombe and
Poole and their adjacent ports in 1433 and 1434 respectively.

TRENODE (Trenade, Trade, Trinadge, Freinard), RiCHARD, mercator

Bristol 10 November 1421 J. & Mark Williams, mercator
(1 December 1421) .
26 March 1425 S. & Walter Power, mercator

(30 April 1425)
5 September 1429 S. & John Sharp, mercator
{22 September 1429)

We first meet Richard Trenode in November 1399 when,
described as a ‘taverner,’ his patent for staying in the king’s
service under Sir John Dabrichecourt, Captain of Calais, was
withdrawn because he remained in London. In 1403 Richard
Trenode ‘of Cornwall’ took out a pardon. Nothing is known of
his activities for some I0 years, by which time he appears to
have settled in Bristol where, except for a single reference to
him in 1414 as a ‘citizen and vintner of London,” he apparently
spent his most active years.

In Bristol this merchant ran through the usual gamut of civic
offices: bailiff 1420—21; sheriff 1422-23; and mayor 1431-32.
From time to time his name comes up in the Little Red Book of
Bristol. On zi\]une 1421 the mayor, Thomas Young, the sheriff,
Roger Levedon (g.v.), and the bailiffs, Richard Trenode and
John Coton, commanded that a charter of liberties granted to
the Abbot of Westminster, his men and tenants, should be
inserted in the book. Then in May 1429 he was noted as present
- at Common Council. During his mayoralty he presided over two
cases of privilege: in April 1432 the tenants of the Priory of
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St. John of Jerusalem in England brought their claim before
him; and in September the burgesses of Axbridge in Devon were
claiming certain privileges as tenants of the Bishop of Bath and
Wells before the mayor and bailiffs of Bristol. Two months
earlier he had been placed on a commission of inquiry into the
treasons, felonies and trespasses committed by one William
Coche. Between 1420 and 1442 there were some sixteen
parliamentary elections, and at only two of these (1436, 1439)
was he not definitely present. Moreover he was, as sheriff,
responsible for holding the elections at Bristol on 11 October
1423; and on 14 April 1432 he attended in his capacity as mayor,
when John Burton and John Sharp (qq.v.), both Bristol
merchants, were chosen. On the three occasions when he
himself was elected, he was described as mercator or merchant.

Evidence of Richard Trenode’s mercantile dealings is meagre,
though what there is serves to indicate his importance as a
Bristol merchant. In February 1417 he, John Vielle of Bristol,
and a John Thorp pledged the value of the balinger le Julian of
Plymouth and £100 that the ship should be at Southampton by
15 days after Easter to serve overseas. Two years later we
find him associated with a well-known fellow merchant, John
Burton, in a grant to ship as much wine to Normandy as they
wished, after due payment of the customs and subsidies. In
October 1445 a Crewkerne dyer, John Smart, was pardoned for
failing to answer a plea that he owed £40 to Richard Trenode
‘burgess and merchant of Bristol.’

It is not surprising to find that Trenode was a port official in
the south-west. An early appointment was that of June 1413
as searcher of ships in Bristol and adjacent ports. This was
renewed in July and October 1415, and he apparently stayed
in office until November 1417. Meanwhile, in 1414, he had been
given authority to examine, in person or by deputy, all ships
passing to and from Bridgwater and the adjacent ports from
Bristol to Minehead, and to arrest all such ships and persons
carrying uncocketed and uncustomed wools, fells, hides, cloths,
gold and silver plate and jewels, or any letters or other instru-
ments prejudicial to the King and his subjects. In September
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1423 he became one of the constables of the Bristol Staple, and .
in September 1431, mayor.

Richard Trenode drew up his will on 22 May I442; it was
proved the following July before the commissary general of the
Bishop of Worcester and then before the mayor and sheriff of
Bristol. He left his messuage in Baldwin Street [Baldewynstrete]
with a shop in front and a garden behind, and the annual rent
from his tenement on the Avonback to his wife for life, and
thereafter for an obit; he gave 6s 84 to Worcester Cathedral;
he asked for burial in St Leonard’s Church, Bristol; and he
appointed John Sharp (q.v.) as overseer.

YOUNG (Yong, Yonge), THoMAS, knight
Bristol 26 September 1435 J. & Thomas Fish, mercator
(xo October 1435)
17 December 1436 S. & Thomas Norton, mercator
(21 January 1437)

no date S. & William Cannings (Canynges)
(12 November 1439)

8 January 1442 S. & John Sharp, mercator

(25 January 1442)

no date [?S.] & Richard Forster

(25 February 1445)

31 January 1447 S. & John Sharp, junior, mercator de
(10 February 1447) Bristol
27 January 1449 S. & John Sharp, junior

(12 February 1449)
3 November 1449 S. & John Sharp, junior, de Bristol,

(6 November 1449) gentleman
5 October 1450 S. & William Cannings, mercator
(6 November 1450) '

7 July 1455 S. & William Cannings

(9 July 1455)
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 15 September 1460 S. & Thomas Bridge
(7 October 1460) (Brygge), armiger

This Bristolian, who was destined to distinguish himself in
politics and the law, was the son of a Welshman Thomas Mere
alias Yong who had been allowed to settle in Bristol sometime
before 1413. The elder Thomas made a good match by marrying
Joan the widow of John Cannings (or Canynges), father of the
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famous William Cannings, mayor of Bristol in 1399 and who
died in 1405. Thomas Young was the eldest of three brothers, of
whom John was also returned to parliament, being M.P.
London in 1455. As his father, Thomas allied his fortunes with
those of another prosperous Bristol family by marrying Isabel,
daughter and sole heiress of John Burton (q.v.). Young's
father, though far less important than his son, was no cipher in
the civic life of Bristol and, indeed, he held the office of mayor,
which his son did not. Thomas ‘senior’ was bailiff 1402-03,
sheriff 1407-08, and mayor 1411-12 and for a second year
1420-21;he was among the parliamentary electors on 4 February
1426. He made his will on 14 March 1426, and it was proved
before the mayor and sheriff of the city on 16 January 1428.

Assuming that Thomas ‘junior’ had been born between 1405
and 1410, he would have been about 20 when his father
died. We know nothing of his early education but, since he
never held the usual civic offices, it is possible that he took to
the law early in life and so, perhaps, spent much of this period
away from Bristol.

The first reference to his activities dates from November
1432 when, called ‘gentleman of Bristol,” he was a joint surety
for a group of exchequer lessees of land in Somerset. Three
years later came his first election to parliament as junior
burgess for Bristol, and on this occasion he was described as
mercator or merchant. It is from this time that his public career
can properly te said to date. The election returns give no hint
as to Young’s legal calling even as late as 1450; in 1437 he is
called mercator, in January 1447 mercator de Bristol, inNovember
1449 de Bristol, gemntleman, and in October 1450 mercator.
Nevertheless it is probable that he was practising the law at
the time of his first election in 1435. By 1441, however, we are
on certain ground for on 8 October, he witnessed a deed as
Recorder of Bristol in company with his half-brother William
Cannings, who was then mayor. It may have been about this
time that he joined the Middle Temple. In October 1442 his
petition was granted that he should not be made a serjeant-at-
law. Yet his legal career advanced. He was spoken of as
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‘learned in the law’ in June 1448, and he was still carrying out
his duties as Recorder of Bristol in November 1462. On 23 May
following came an order for him to be ready to take upon
himself, on 7 November next, the estate and degree of a
serjeant-at-law, under a penalty of {1,000, and accordingly on
8 November 1426 a patent was issued appointing him to that
office during the royal pleasure at the usual fees. By 1466
Young was a Justice of Assize when he and Sir Walter Moyle
sat in Devon to hear the case between Thomas Stonor and
Richard Fortescue. On 4 November 1467 a grant was made to
him, ‘one of the justices of the Common Bench,” of 110 marks a
year from the clerk or keeper of the hanaper, or the customers
in the ports of London, Bristol and Kingston-on-Hull, plus an
allowance of 106s 1134 and a sixth part of i at Christmas for
a robe with fur, and 66s 84 at Whitsuntide for a robe with
lining. This grant was re-issued on g October 1470 at the same
time that his appointment as a Justice of the Common Bench
was renewed. But although he was thus retained in office by the
restored Lancastrians, it is hardly surprising that he was not
immediately re-appointed when Edward IV regained control in
1471. Earlier, however, on 2 December 1469 he had been given
an annual allowance for life of one tun of wine from the royal
prises in Bristol—a gift that was exempted from the Act of
Resumption passed in 1473. Young's promotion to the King’s
Bench came on 29 April 1475, and at the same time his annual
grant of 110 marks with allowances for robes was renewed.
Here he reached the highest point in his long and distinguished
career. Having traced his rise to power, we can now go back to
consider his life in more detail.

To some extent the evidence for this Gloucestershire
lawyer’s story differs from that of such other lawyers as
John Andrewe and Thomas Deerhurst (qq.v) only in amount;
the type is, however, much the same. From the early 1440s
until his death in the ’70s, we find Young on countless
commissions. In June 1442 he was appointed along with his
half-brother, William Cannings, and others to deliver Bristol
gaol of a certain William de la Motte of Bristol, late of Brittany
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merchant; he was again on panels to deliver Bristol gaol in
October 1447 and September 1460; in August 1465 he was to
deliver Gloucester gaol in company with Sir John Butler (or
Botiler), Robert Stanshawe (sometime M.P. Gloucestershire),
and William Berkeley; and in March 1468 he was serving as a
justice for Ilchester. More numerous were the commissions of
oyer and terminer on which he served: Cardigan and Carmarthen,
July 1442; Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire,
Staffordshire, Bristol and Somerset, September 1461; Bristol
again in January 1464; Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Hampshire,
Wiltshire, Dorset, Devon, Somerset, Gloucestershire, Bristol,
and Southampton, July 1466; Warwickshire, Worcestershire,
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Salop, and Here-
fordshire, February 1468; then London in June; Middlesex,
Surrey and Essex in July; Devon and Gloucestershire in August;
Hampshire, Wiltshire, Devon, Southampton and Salisbury in
December; a general commission for the whole country, and a
specific one for Yorkshire, Cumberland, Westmorland and
York in May 1469; York again in August 1470; Gloucestershire,
January 1471; and finally, Essex in November 1476, Much of
this work would belong to him as a circuit assize judge. More-
over, in seven counties Thomas Young was a Justice of the
Peace: he was on the Gloucestershire bench from 12 April
1451-21 May 1474, and from 5 May 1475 until his death; in
Wiltshire he sat from 28 January to 18 November 1458, then
again from 24 November 1466 until 20 June 1471; J.P. Dorset,
15 July 1466 to 8 December 1471; Somerset, 16 July 1466 to
8 February 1472; Cornwall, 11 August 1466 to 5 June 1472;
Hampshire 11 November 1466 to 12 July 1474; and Devon from
18 February 1468 until 20 June 1471. Earlier he had been made
escheator of Worcestershire, 13 November 1452.

Nor did Young’s activities cease here, for the Crown had need
of the services of this able lawyer-administrator in other ways.
Itis not necessary to enumerate, item by item, the multifarious
commissions on which he was placed during the years 144070
to realize that he must have stood high in the government’s eye,
and a summary will serve. Of course it should be added that the
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appearance of a man’s name in a commission does'not prove
that he carried out the duties laid down; no doubt only a few on
each panel of commissions actually did the work. He was
nominated to distribute tax relief in Bristol in January 1436,
April 1440, March 1442, June 1445, July 1446, August 1449,
and June 1468. On each of these occasions, except the last, he
was appointed as one of the Bristol M.P.s in the previous
parliament. He was a loan commissioner in the city in 1440,
1442 and 1454. Many commissions dealing with maritime
affairs came his way: in June 1441 Sir Richard Newton, Thomas
Young, John Sharp, mayor, and the sheriff of Bristol were
told to look into the behaviour of all royal officers in the
port, and especially into that of John Wyche; some 17 years
later, in April 1458, he was among those on an inquiry into a
case of piracy committed against some Genoese merchants, and
in July 1460 he was again included on a piracy commission; in
1461 he was a purveyor of royal ships. Previously, in September
1440, Young had been on a panel to investigate cases of
suspected arson in Wiltshire. In December 1457 the Abbot of
St. Peter’s, Tewkesbury, Sir Maurice Berkeley of Beverstone,
John Langley (q.v.), Thomas Young and others were entrusted
with assigning to each hundred and borough in Gloucestershire
the number of archers they had to contribute towards the
county total of 424; and at the same time Young was also
included on a similar commission for Bristol.

At this point Young’s connexion with the landed classes
must be noted. We find him frequently employed as a feoffee
to uses not only for south-west gentry, but also for others
farther afield. In 1447-8 he was in receipt of a retaining fee of
40s p.a. of Humphrey Duke of Buckingham, along with John
Andrewe (q.v.) I0 marks p.2., Sir John Scudamore, John
Vampage and others.’ In 1449 and 1454 he was a co-feoffee
with the lawyer Sir John Fortescue, Sir Edmund Hungerford,
Richard Quatremains esquire (M.P. Oxfordshire 1432, 1433)

11 owe this evidence to Mr K. B. McFarlane, who is quoting from Longleat
MS 6410 [Valor of land in England and Wales of Humphrey Duke of Bucking-
ham, Mich 1447-Mich 1448 (Sixteenth century copy)], m. 2 dorse.
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and others for the Suffolk manor of Hintlesham. Meantime he
had been one of a group of trustees for the Oxfordshire manor
of Middleton Stoney on behalf of Elizabeth widow of Sir
Richard Lestrange. Thomas Tropenell of Wiltshire had Young
as a trustee in 1454. Yet there were more important, national
figures who employed Young's services. Firstly there was
Ralph Lord Cromwell, for whom he was acting as a trustee for
lands in Bedfordshire in 1444 and 10 years later for lands in
Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, and Yorkshire.
Then—in view of later events even more significant—was his
employment in 1449 as a feoffee by Richard Duke of York,
for manors in Dorset and Gloucestershire. In 1460 Young was
a Hungerford feoffee for the manors of Chippenham and
Rowdon. Then, in March and May 1466, Thomas Young
‘serjeant-at-law’ and Sir John Markham, Chief Justice of the
King’s Bench, were the leading feoffees for Elizabeth, widow
of William Venour, who had property and interests in London
and Westminster including ‘the office of keeping of all the
prisoners committed to the king’s prison of the Flete.’

But these trusteeships deal only with one aspect of his legal
career. His advice was sought on other occasions by people of
varying rank, and once by a corporate body—for, in 1444, he
was council for the city of Exeter. There is an interesting
reference in the Proceedings of the Privy Council under 17
November 1441 to a dispute between a certain Robert Ogle,
knight, and one Bedford, where Young was to act as attorney
for Ogle and a certain Danby for Bedford. Thomas Young was
elected for Bristol to the parliament on 10 February 1447 which
met at Bury St. Edmund’s, the parliament that saw the arrest
and subsequently the mysterious death of Humphrey Duke of
Gloucester. That Young already had Yorkist ties is evident from
the fact that on 28 February he was one of a group of witnesses
to a charter, dated at Bury, granting some of the Duke of York’s
lands in Suffolk to the Friars Minor of Babwell near Bury. Then
in March 1449, prior to his departure for Ireland, Duke Richard
appointed him and John Wigmore his attorneys in England for
a year. He was elected to both parliaments of 1449, and to the
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autumn parliament of 1450. It was in the spring session of this
last parliament (1451) that Young proposed that Richard of
York should be declared heir to the throne, an act which gained
him a term of imprisonment in the tower and a place in national
history. He was free again by April 1452 as a result of ‘the
general pardon issued after the temporary reconciliation of the
two parties.’” A Patent Roll entry, however, states that on 7
April a Thomas Young and two other ‘felons’ had escaped from
Windsor prison. Four days before, Thomas Young ‘of Hereford,
gentleman’ gave mainprise for Sir John Skydmore (or
Scudamore) who had taken out an exchequer lease of the
lordship and castle of Ewyas during the minority of the heirs
of Henry late Duke of Warwick.

The political imprisonment was only a temporary set-back,

‘rather diversion, in a busy life. Certainly it cost him neither
support nor office. He was still Recorder of Bristol in January
1453, and he was again chosen senior ‘knight and burgess’ for
the city in July 1455. During the course of this parliament
Young presented his claim for a 1000 marks compensation
due to his recent imprisonment. The petition, written in English,
was addressed to the Commons, who decided that it should be
sent to the Lords, and the King sent it to the Lords of Council
to deal with as they thought fit. The matter dragged on for
some years. In 1460 some of his friends, including Philip Malpas,
an important London draper and M.P. London in 1432 and
1442, William Venour, and his brother John Young ‘grocer of
London’ stood bail for his appearance in Chancery concerning
his imprisonment after the charge of treason had been preferred
against him by one John Boswell, clerk; but by November
1462 the verdict had gone against Boswell.

Meanwhile Thomas Young had been engaged on other things.
Early in 1460 he and two other lawyers—Richard Chok and
William Nottingham—were arbitrators in a dispute between
the Berkeley family and the Bishop of Worcester. Next year he
took part in the condemnation, at Bristol, of Baldwin Fulford
convicted of treason and felony. The spring of 1464 saw him
back in London where, in March, he acted mainpernor for an
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exchequer lessee; he was described as ‘of St. Clement Dane’s
parish, without the Bar of the New Temple.” About this time
(Easter Term 1464) a dispute between the Mayor and Council
of Coventry on the one hand and the Steward of the royal
manor of Cheylesmore on the other was taken before the
King in London, and heard at the Tower before Edward IV,
Justice Richard Chok and Thomas Young, serjeant-at-law.

We have spoken at length of the extensive services rendered
by Young to the government, of the many and varied commis-
sions on which he was called to act, and some mention has been
made of the perquisites of office which he received as a justice.
There were others, too. In July 1442, when called a ‘yeoman of
the pitcher house,” he was given the office of Old Sarum castle
in survivorship. This was followed by the gift of an extensive
stewardship of manors in Somerset and Dorset in February
1443. Another patent, issued on 4 August 1461, to ‘Thomas
Yonge, king’s servant, late of Bristol’ granted him £116 135 44
from the returns of the first part of a clerical tenth collected in
the diocese of Bath and Wells in repayment of a like sum
loaned to the King.

Here then was a man of whom Bristol could rightly be proud:
for, indeed, his name was known throughout England. As to his
abilities as a lawyer we have the testimony of Sir John Fastolf
—himself no mean judge of men—in a letter dated 26 January
1456 to John Paston, telling the latter to prepare a petition to
present to parliament ‘fo be grounded and devised by avis of
substanciall lerned men, as Thomas Yonge and other suche, and
of civille lawe. . " And, moreover, Young was known to Norfolk |
people both as a lawyer and a ‘parliament man.” On 6 October
1450 William Wayte wrote to John Paston urging him to put
up for the shire and to press others to do so for Yarmouth and
Norwich: . . . Str, labour ye to the Meyer that John Dam or Will
Jenney be burgeys for the cetye of Norwych, telle them that he may
be yt as well as Yonge ts of Brystow . ..

Wherever his journeyings, however, his roots were in Bristol
and the south-west. In Bristol he had a number of properties.
His tenement in Redcliffe Street is mentioned in 1471; William
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Cannings’s will (1474) refers to a tenement on the Avon bridge
- belonging to Young and his wife; and in John Shipward’s will
(1474) there is mentioned a tenement in Marsh Street belonging
to Thomas Young ‘the Judge.’ Again he was\lnot only a leading
citizen, but also was closely related to two of the city’s renowned
merchant princes, William Cannings and John Burton; and
for the latter he was co-executor with Sir|John Fortescue.
Previously, in 1446, he had been named co-executor to the will
of another Bristolian, John Castleman. Then ¢arly in Edward
. IV’s reign, he was employed, as Recorder of Bristol, along with
. the mayor, John Shipward, and others in settling a dispute
, between the Church of St. Ewen’s and John Sharp. The
i Churchwardens’ Accounts record, as supplementary expenses,
payments of wine and fruit to Young and the rest, and 20
' groats to Young’s clerk, a certain Richard P%dworth Lastly
( we have a reference with a double interest, one that shows his
Niterary taste and provides another link with‘éﬂr John Fastolf.
|William Worcester (or Botoner), Fastolf’s s Lretary, says in
his Itinerary that on Sunday, 10 September 14 [75], he rode to
IShirehampton to speak with Thomas Young to get back two
‘books which he had lent to Young; these were a book on ethics
tand le myrrour des dames. ;

Thomas Young had been knighted by the restored Yorkists
in May 1471 and, four years later, reached the height of his
legal career when he was promoted Justice of the King’s Bench.
By that time€, however, he was an old man. He died in May 1477,
and was buried in Christ, Church, London. Inquisitions pos?
mortem‘-\ held in Somerset and Wiltshire stated that he died
seised of the manor of Easton in Gordano (Soms.) by service of
half a \knight’s fee, that he had the Wiltshire manor and
advowsbn of Wraxhall or Northwraxall, lands in Westwraxall,
and part of the honor of Trowbridge; his son and heir was
Thomas, aged 30 or more.
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124 TRANSATCIONS FOR THE YEAR 1055

DEERHURST, THOMAS
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285, 298, 429, 589. P.R.O., C. 219, bundle 14. 5. Pts. 1 and 5. Records of
Gloucester, no. 1114. Rudder, History of Glos., 115 Wedgewood, Biogra-
phies, 53, 270-1; Register, 50-60. TBGAS., XXVIII, 230; XLVI, 344n.

EpwaARrDS, JOHN
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bundle 14 no. 4, Pt. 1. P.R.O., Inquisitions post mortem, C. 139. File 176
no. 31. Records of Gloucester, no. 1098. Register of the Members of the
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PARLIAMENTARY BURGESSES FOR BRISTOL AND GLOUCESTER I27 -

STRENSHAM, JOHN

C.F.R., 1430-37, 172; ibid., 1445-52, 41. Cole, Rental, gob. C.P.R.,
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