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TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR I056

17. 1951. (See also No. 13; thirteenth century). Top part of a large
cooking-pot in fairly hard grey gritty ware with reddish exterior
surface. Twelfth century.

From original rubbish dump outside E. wall of Kitchen.

54. 1937. Fragments of a twelfth century cooking-pot of coarse
clayey grey ware filled with crushed stone particles up to 3 mm.
long, with reddish outside surface; the rim is folded in at the top,
leaving a prominent moulding, as persistently seen in the area
(see No. 2).

Exact find spot not recorded but associated with early walls,
either of the Solar or Chapel areas.

9, 10, I1. 57. 1937. Three cooking-pot rims of slightly gritty grey to

IIA.

I2.

brown ware, with both angular and water-rounded particles. The
rims are thickened at the outer edge by the usual fold over inwards.
(See No. 2).

From clay filling between early and later Chapel walls at S.E.
angle.

57. 1937. Part of a pitcher rim with pinched spout, of unglazed
shell-filled ware with light red outer surface and grey-brown core
and inner surface. This type of tall unglazed pitcher is known in
Oxford (and further east) from the twelfth century rather than
earlier.! Similar unglazed pitchers were in use in the mid-twelfth
century castle tower at Ascot Doilly, Oxon.?2 (See also under
thirteenth century). From site as Nos. g, 10, I11. (FIG. 4).

53. 1937. Cooking-pot rim of not very hard ware filled with some
fine water-rounded sand and a little crushed shell; grey core, and
surfaces varying from black to ochre. Outer edge of rim thickened
by folding over inwards.

From clay filling associated with foundations of walls at S.W.
corner of Solar.

Also of the twelfth century, but not illustrated, are:—

34. Base angle of a cooking-pot of rather gritty grey ware, reddish
on exterior. This sharp base-angle evidently comes from a vertical-
sided cooking-pot, but whether the rim was clubbed,? or a little
out-turned? cannot be decided. From filling as No. 5.

1 Oxoniensia, 15 (1950), 48, 50—51; Berks. Avrchaeol. J., 50 (1947), 53; Proc.
Cambridge Antiq. Soc., 49 (1956), 54—6.

2 Oxoniensia, 11-12 (1946—7), 165—7; Antig. J., forthcoming.

3 Oxoniensia, 13 (1948), 71.

4 Oxoniensia, 17-18 (1952-3), 84.
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13th—14th centuries.

17. 1951. Top of cooking-pot, of hard grey-cored fabric filled with
finely crushed shell, with a thin wash of pale greenish-yellow to
brownish glaze (slightly opaque in places) round the inner surfaces
of the rim-flange. This type of cooking-pot, with characteristic rim-
form and glaze wash, is a well known West country thirteenth
century type.! These lead glazes often contain tin, as demonstrated
in this case spectrographically, which causes the opacity.?
From filling as No. 7.

42. 1951, Rim of cooking-pot, of similar hard fired shelly ware, with
thin opaque wash of yellowish glaze round the inner surface of the
rim (see No. 13), which has also been shown spectrographically to
be a lead glaze which contains some tin.

From disturbed filling of yellow mortar over E. wall of Great
Hall, with find of Bill (r1G. 5).

Also of the thirteenth century, not illustrated are:—

57. 1938. Most important, a body sherd of a pitcher of orange
fabric with transparent glaze speckled with green (by sprinkling
copper filings on the glaze mixture). This bas an applied vertical
strip of red clay, rouletted with the marks square to the direction
of the strip—an Oxford style (see above, introduction).

There are also parts of a jug with frilled base of fairly fine ware
with pale grey core and creamy-buff surfaces. On the outside is a
transparent orange glaze, speckled with green, which colours the
whole glaze in places. This green speckled effect on an orange
ground is produced by sprinkling copper filings on with the glaze;
firing under oxydising conditions gives an orange from the iron in
the fabric, and green speckling from the copper. This ware became
common in the south during the thirteenth century, but is much
less common in north England and Scotland.

From same site as Nos. 9, 10, 11 and I1A.

7. 1951. Pieces of similar ware as above. From clay level with
burnt debris around base of pier of Great Hall.

45. 1951. Two small pieces of green-glazed ware, later thirteenth or
fourteenth century and a few fragments of twelfth century cooking-
pot. From primary floor level in black ash in Kitchen, E. side of
northern fireplace.

18 & 44. 1951. Part of a slashed handle, later thirteenth or four-
teenth centuries. From primary floor level in black ash in Kitchen,
N. of northern fireplace.

1 Trans. Bristol & Glos. Archaeol. Soc., 88 (1949), 30—44; T1 (1952), 68—70.
2 Tvanms. Bristol & Glos. Avchaeol. Soc., T1 (1952), 88-97.
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Later Medieval. (F1G. 4).

15. 1951. Parts of a large vessel of fine hard pale orange fabric, with
a very thin bright orange surface layer. In patches round the lipis a
pale yellowish lead glaze. The outside of the rim is decorated with
widely spaced thumb-impressions, and an exaggerated develop-
ment of this theme may be seen at Kempsey near Worcester on a
seventeenth century vessel.l The rim is slightly flared out, and the
top finished off by turning inwards (a persistent regional feature)
but with no thickening.

Many features about this vessel, the fabric, the orange surface,
the form of jar, the decoration at the neck, are similar to those of a
type of pottery recognisable as of the fifteenth century in Oxford?;
There can be little doubt that the Prestbury vessel is later medieval,
probably fifteenth century. Such pottery has now also been found
on country sites in the Oxford region—Longworth, Berks., Holton,
Oxon; and there is a small jug in the Ashmolean Museum of similar
fabric, from Eastleach, Glos. The idea of producing this type of
pottery with bright orange fabric, and its nostalgic reminiscences
of the earlier medieval manner seen in the convex bases and knife-
trimming, was evidently fairly widespread; a kiln at Exeter was
producing similar ware.

From the filling under the blocking on bottom step of newel
stairway off the Great Hall.

17. 1951. Rim of hard fine orange-buff ware, probably from a wide
pan, with patches and blobs of thick yellow to brown glaze. The
edge is thickened by folding inwards. Fifteenth century.

From filling as No. 7, 13.

23. I95I. Part of oval-sectioned rod-handle, of fine hard orange
bricky ware, having a few spots of brown glaze. The type of pitcher
is uncertain. Probably sixteenth or seventeenth century, and may
be compared with seventeenth century wares at Kempsey near
Worcester. (Report forthcoming.)

From upper filling in Kitchen.

26. 1951. Part of a base with one stumpy leg (of an original three),
in hard reddish ware with an interior brown glaze. Probably
sixteenth or even early seventeenth century.

From filling as Nos. 7, 13, 16.

1 Worcs. Archaeol. Soc., Report forthcoming.
2 Oxoniensia, T (1942), 769, FIG. 20, esp. Nos. 4, 6, 8; glaze is sometimes used
here too.
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Not illustrated are:—

13. 1951. Part of a base probably of a large jug, of hard close-
textured orange ware with thin bright orange surface layer on the
outside, and orange-brown glaze inside. It belongs to the same
class as 15. 1951, No. 15 above, and may be compared with
Oxomniensia, T (1942), 77, Nos. 1, 9, etc.

From disturbed stone filling on W. wall of Kitchen.

37. 1951. Base very similar to above. From red and black ash
filling on upper floor level in Kitchen, E. side of northern fireplace.
40. 1951, Part of the top of a large ‘bread-pan’ of bright red bricky
ware, glazed brown on the inside, with a heavy thumb-pressed
frill on the outside under the rim. Eighteenth or nineteenth century.

From filling of debris on N, side of flagged floor of the later
Kitchen. Sixteenth-seventeenth century.

OTHER OBjyECTS!

Coins

Very few coins were found during the excavation and none were of
outstanding interest. Richard I short-cross silver halfpenny, one Mary
silver groat, one Elizabeth I sixpence, two Charles I farthings (1635-49),
eight Nuremberg jettons, mid and late sixteenth century and one
France-Flemish jetton, early sixteenth century.

Bronze

A bronze weight, square in form, measuring § inch and % inch thick,
weight, ¢. 211 grains. James I coat of arms on one side and crown with
XXXIII and S below enclosed in a circle.

Ivon

Iron Bill of sixteenth century date. A chopping blade with spike at
back and a thrusting spike at head of implement. Total length, now
remaining as the tip of the point is missing, is 174 inches. Socketed
handle 4} inches long with two nail holes for fastening to wooden pole.
Found in yellow mortar debris near E. door of Great Hall. (F16. 5).

1 The finds from the excavations have been housed at the Cheltenham
Museum.
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Dutch Tiles

Coloured tiles were used in the back of the fireplace inserted in the
Chapel. They were 5 inches square, the design carried out in yellow on
blue and cream. Flemish, or possibly English under strong Flemish
influence, late sixteenth century, ‘Mr E. A. Lane, of the Department of
Ceramics, Victoria and Albert Museum, had a look at these tiles and said
they were “‘early”, i.e. they might be late sixteenth century. Later,
polychromy tends to disappear as the Flemish industry settled in
England. On the other hand, the thickness of the tiles suggests not too
early a date: the earliest Flemish majolica tiles were thicker.’ (PLATE 11, 2).

Ridge tiles

Red earthen ware ridge tiles splashed with uneven green glaze having a
rounded profile and short pointed decoration on the ridge were found in
the rubbish heap by the eastern door of the kitchen.

Cotswold Stoﬁe slates

A quantity of stone slates was found in the plaster debris of the
Solar and later room on the Chapel site.



