From theTransactions of the
Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

Sir John Cheyne of Beckford, Knight of the Shire for
Gloucestershire in 1390, 1393, 1394 and in 1399, when etelct
Speaker

by J.S. Roskell
1956, Vol. 75, 43-72

© The Society and the Author(s)



68 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1956

While they were away from England the papal situation
underwent some important transformations. Not until late in
January 1407 did Cheyne and Chichele reach Venice. Innocent
VII, however, had died on 6 November 1406, a fortnight before
they had even left England. The Lancastrian government, when
eventually the news of this event came through, perhaps hoped
that in the interests of union Innocent’s cardinals would abstain
from electing his successor. But on 8 January 1407 letters
were written individually to a number of the cardinals express-
ing polite hopes that if a new Pope were elected he would be some
cardinal friendly to England, and drawing attention to the fact
that Cheyne and Chichele were already half-way to Rome. On
18 January a letter was written to the two ambassadors in-
forming them that the government was now aware of Innocent
VID's death and instructing them to proceed to the Curia and
ascertain whether the Sacred College intended to hold or suspend
the election of his successor. Henry I1V’s own views were, the
letter went on, in favour of a suspension, and the ambassadors
were to let this be known to the cardinals. And, should an
election be made, they were to consider carefully how they acted,
taking steps to find out political reactions beforehand—whether
other princes readily or tardily recognised the new pope. For,
the King’s letter warned, ‘nous ne vouldrions pas estre le primer
ne le darreiner en si grand besoigne.” All this solicitude was vain:
the Venetian, Angelo Corraro, had been elected as Gregory X1I
as far back as 30 November 1406, and certainly Cheyne and
Chichele must have known it when they reached the new pontiff’s
native city of Venice at the end of January 1407, if no earlier.
When reaching Rome they must have acted according to
further instructions in the letter of 18 January and submitted
their subsidiary business to the new pope; whatever they did in
this respect was later covered by a renewal of their commission
on 26 April 1407. As regards the larger issue of the termination
of the Schism, they can have done no more than lend their help
to such efforts as were still being made to secure the double
resignation of the contending popes. Both ambassadors were, of
course, still at the Curia when, on 4 October 1407, Gregory XII,
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probably falling in with the desires of the English government,
provided Chichele to the vacant Welsh see of St. David’s. In the
spring of 1408 they moved up with the Curia to Lucca, perform-
ing routine work for the English Council, Chichele being
consecrated by Gregory XII at Siena in March. At Lucca
occurred the great defection of Gregory’s cardinals, and at Pisa
on 13 May 1408 the major part of the Sacred College took the
first steps that terminated (following their collaboration with
Benedict XIIT's dissident cardinals) in the summoning on 24
June of a General Council to meet there on Lady Day 1409 in
order to arrange for the repudiation of both popes and the
election of one Vicar of Christ. By this time other English
representatives were in Italy, whose actions suggest Henry IV’s
inclination to support Gregory’s faithless cardinals, or at any
rate re-insure himself with both sides: the Keeper of the Privy
Seal himself, John Prophet, met the cardinals at Pisa; Richard
Dereham, Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, had
already left Lucca in their company. The latter was in England
in time for an interview with Henry IV on 11 July 1408.
A month later, on 15 August, Cheyne and Chichele were back,
too, after an absence of nearly two years. Only reluctantly and
under pressure from Archbishop Arundel and Convocation did
Henry IV finally abandon Gregory XII. Not until the visit to
England of the advocate of Gregory’s cardinals, Cardinal
Uguccione, Archbishop of Bordeaux, in November 1408, did the
English official attitude become clear: in a resolve to support
the impending General Council. In the face of Uguccione’s
urgent arguments for union by the ‘via concilii,” Sir John Cheyne
and Bishop Chichele, who are said to have held a brief for
Gregory XII, can have done no more than hold their peace.
Cheyne was first and foremost ‘consiliarius regis,” and Chichele
was soon chosen to represent the southern Convocation at the
Pisan assembly.!

* Foedera, Vi1, 446; 452-3, 479; T. Carte, op. cit., tom. 11, 192—4; Exchequer,
Enrolled Foreign Accounts, L.T.R., P.R.O., E 364, no. 42, mem. C; Exchequer,
Issue Roll, E 403/595, mem. 1; P.P.C., 11, 140 et seq.; E. F. Jacob, Chichele
Registey, 1, xxvi-xxvii; J. H. Wylie, Henry IV, 111, 1-37, 337-71.
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At this time Sir John Cheyne was almost certainly still a
member of the Royal Council. Quite certain it is that he did not
retain this position after the domestic political crisis of the
winter of 1409-10: the parliament of January 1410 saw the
appointment of a new Council (with the Prince of Wales at its
head) from which Cheyne and, in fact, all commoners were
excluded. Bishop Chichele was eventually included in the small
aristocratic body that emerged. The new administration con-
tinued, however, to make use of Cheyne’s diplomatic expertise,
perhaps at the instance of Chichele himself. On 20 May 1410 the
prelate and his former colleague during the long stay in Italy
were both appointed to another ambassadorial mission to
France: to treat at Leulinghen in Picardy regarding violation of
the truces and for redress of injuries, and, as usual, for a firm
peace. The embassy, which took six weeks, achieved no more
than a renewal of the still-existent if precarious truce, for four
months from 1 July.! In the following year, when Prince Henry’s
administration eventually moved forward into a policy of
active military intervention in France on the side of the Bur-
gundian faction, the embassy of 1410, Cheyne among them, were
again engaged in France in the tedious work of prolonging truces
and keeping the prospect of a final peace alive as a formal
diplomatic possibility: their commissions were dated 18
February, 27 March (Flanders being included in the conspectus
of this one’s agenda), and 1 July 1411.2

These embassies constituted Sir John Cheyne’s last official
employment and little else is known of the closing stages of his
life. No longer in receipt of his counsellor’s fees, his tenure of the
temporalities of the alien priory of Newent in Gloucestershire
was now conditioned by his payment of the formerly stipulated
charge of £67 6s 84 which, according to a provision of the
parliament of November 1411, was appropriated to the endow-
ment of the Duke of York’s collegiate foundation at Fothering-
hay (Northants), to which the estates were to remain after

1 Foedera, V111, 636-7; T. Carte, op. cit., tom. 11, 200; Privy Seal warrants for
issue, P.R.O., E 404/25/366; 25/391; Exchequer, Issue Roll, E 403/605, mem. 7.
2 Foedera, Vi1, 678, 694; Carte, op. cit., tom. 11, 201-3.
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Cheyne’s death. By York’s feoffees the manor of Barton-by-
Bristol was granted to Cheyne for life under a royal licence of
22 November 1412, perhaps in consideration of some arrange-
ment connected with the Fotheringhay foundation.* Cheyne did
not live long enough to enjoy his occupation of this estate for
more than a year or so. He was still holding the lands of the
alien priory of Beckford, of which he had been in continuous
possession since 1379, and from 1383 free of fee-farm rent. Here
had been his main residence. And it was as Sir John Cheyne of
Beckford that on 1 November 1413 he drew up his will, in which
he arranged for his burial there. He died sometime between that
date and 28 April 1414 when probate was granted in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury.

The phraseology of Sir John Cheyne’s will at times recalls
that of the wills of some of those former members of Richard
IT’s household who were stigmatized as favourers of the Lollards
in the St. Albans chronicles of the time. There is the same
expression of sentiments of contrition and self-abasement: in
much the same terms as are used in the wills of Sir Thomas
Latimer (1401) and Sir Lewis Clifford (1404), Cheyne described
himself as ‘fals and traitour to my lord god and to his blessid
moder our lady seynt marie and to all the holy compagne of
hevene’; his ‘wretched stinking carrion’ was to be buried outside
the new chapel established in the church-yard of Beckford, his
head to the wall under its east window; no cloth of gold or silk
but only russet cloth at 1s 34 a yard was to lie on his body. The
doles among his funeral expenses were to be kept down to £7 in
groats and pennies for poor men attending. He left certain heir-
looms to his elder son John, including a Bible in French in two
books and also a psalter (glossed) of Richard Hampool (Richard
Rolle of Hampole), very probably an English translation by
this Yorkshire hermit, mystic, and popular author of devotional
books. Cheyne’s executors were his cousin, Richard Clifford
(parson of Stepney), John Sudbury (parson of Langstone, S.
Herefordshire), Edward Cheyne (his younger son), and Richard
Vaus. The overseers of the will were Bishop Chichele, Master

! Rot. Parl., 11, 653; C.P.R., 1408-13, 358, 406, 45I.
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John Prophet, dean of York and keeper of the King’s privy seal
(since 1406), and Sir Thomas Picworth (lieutenant-governor of
Calais). Henry Chichele, Cheyne’s old diplomatic colleague who
may very well have become his friend and perhaps played some
part in purging him of heretical tendencies during the two years
of their companionship in Italy, was still bishop of St. David’s
when Cheyne’s will was made; when probate was granted on
28 April 1414 he had already been postulated as Arundel’s
successor at Canterbury and, in fact, on the day before the
probate (27 April), the bull of translation had issued from the
Chancery of John XXIII. As primate, Chichele did more than
was perhaps formally required of him to promote the ad-
ministration of Cheyne’s will. On 3 January 1416, for example,
he issued letters exhortatory regarding Sir John Cheyne’s
provision in his chapel at Beckford of a loan chest for helping
his necessitous tenants; out of a sum of £20 then in the keeping
of Sir John’s son and heir (John) and John Buckland, master of
the college of Fotheringhay, loans up to £2 might be advanced
for as long as a year.?

Cheyne’s son and heir, John, and his younger son, Edward,
survived him. So did his second wife, Margaret Lovetoft. She
went on to survive her two sons by Cheyne as well. The younger
son died in 1415 and was buried with his father at Beckford.
The heir, John, who was eventually knighted, was dead by
November 1421. By this time his mother, Sir John Cheyne’s
widow, had married William Herle, a Gloucestershire squire.
She lived on until 1437.2

1 Bedfordshive Histovical Record Society, vol. 2 (1914) (Bedfordshive Wills
and Adwinistrations), p. 16; E. F. Jacob, Chichele Register, 11, 45; ibid., 1V, 144.
In the Beds. Record Society volume the place-name Beckiord is transcribed as
‘Bedford’. The same error is made in Chichele Register, 11, 45 in the will of
Edward, Sir John Cheyne’s son, but rectified at vol. 1v, 144. There is no doubt
of the error: among the places mentioned in Edward Cheyne’s will where poor
men were to receive doles are Beckford Ashton, Beyngrove and Grafton, all
hamlets in the parish of Beckford (Glos.), and Aston upon Carrant near Tewkes-
bury. Sir John Cheyne’s will is to be compared with Sir Thomas Latimer’s
(x401) (Nicolas, Testamenta Vetusta, 158—9), of which Sir Lewis Clifford was
an overseer, and with the latter’s own will (1404), of which Cheyne himself had

been an overseer (op. cit., 164—5).
2C.C.R., 1419-22,178;, C.F.R., 143745, 3.



