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of the neighbouring village of Saintbury, Glos., whose ancestor
came from Brittany and was already holding, at the time of the
Domesday Survey, a manor of ten hides in that place.® A Fir_le
of 1241 relates to the conveyance of three virgates of land it
Broad Marston to Roger, son of Robert de Brademerston.*
Another Roger de la Bussere of Brodemerston figures in a Fine
of 12 Edw. II {1318-19) when he was defendant in a suit ip
which the plaintiffs were John de la Bussere and William his
brother. The matter pertained to a messuage and three virgates
of land and twelve acres of meadow in Brodemerston, which
property was then settled on the said John and William and
the heirs of John.* One of these Roger Bussells married Idonia,
a daughter of Sir John de Cantelupe, of Snitterfield in Warwick-
shire, who also owned land in Pebworth. Three of the family
were named in a Lay Subsidy Roll of 1 Edw. III (1327) under
‘Pebbeworth and Mershtone Boys: William Busshel, Hugh
de la Bustere, and John de la Bustere.® The last-named was
evidently the John Bussell of Brodmerston given in the pedi-
grees as the husband of Mabill or Matilda, daughter of Robert
D’Abitot of Redmarley in Worcestershire [the parish of
Redmarley D’Abitot is now in Gloucestershire], which Robert
was a descendant of Urso de Abetot, a Norman who came into
England with William the Conqueror and was Sheriff of
Worcestershire.? John's son and successor was Richard Bussell,
a lawyer, who was manifestly a person of considerable note in
the county during the second half of the 14th century, and
was a generous benefactor of Winchcombe Abbey.

In January 1364, Richard de Welneford and Richard Bussell
were nominated attorneys for the Abbot of Winchcombe who
was abroad.? Between 1373 and 1384 Richard Busshell, who
was said to be dwelling near Marstan in 1377, acted in
Gloucestershire as collector of a tenth or fifteenth, a subsidy,
and a poll tax, and was also an assessor and surveyor of a tax
n the same county.?® In 1375 Richard Busshel was a witness of

writing of Thomas de Bysshopeston, son and heir of Roger

> Bysshopeston, granting to Richard de Kyngton, parson of

‘heldon, and Richard Botiller, chaplain, the reversion of the
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manor of Larkestoke, Glos. This writing was dated at Sheldon
on the Sunday before St. Margaret.?

The first of a number of gifts of Richard Busshel of Brode-
merston to Winchcombe abbey was made in 1392. So that
the monks could find two wax tapers, weighing 12 lbs., to burn
before the high altar in the abbey church of St. Kenelm at the
daily Mass with music (cum wnofa), Richard offered them a
messuage, three virgates of land, six acres of meadow, and
four acres of pasture, in Drymerston, three messuages in
Winchcombe, and two acres of land and half an acre of meadow
in Cotes next Winchcombe.1¢ All these premises were held of
the abbot, those in Drymerston by the service of 23s 11id,
fealty and suit at the abbot’s court of Drymerston every three
weeks; the messuages in Winchcombe by the service of 25 44 and
fealty; and the land in Cotes by the service of 14 and fealty.
The whole were worth 28s 84 yearly beyond the reprises. An
Inquisition held at Winchcombe on the Thursday after the
Feast of the Annunciation found that the king would suffer
no damage by the gift and that the grantor would retain
sufficient to discharge all customs and services.!* The mortmain
licence, which was granted 20 May 1392, on payment of ten
marks by the abbot, said that the gift was for the good estate
of Richard Busshel whilst living, for his soul after death, and
for the souls of his parents and ancestors, and others.1® Three
years later another Inquisition taken at Winchcombe on the
Thursday after St. Valentine’s Day found that it would be no
damage to the king to allow Richard Bushell to grant to the
abbey, towards the maintenance of that house, a messuage,
two tofts, three acres of meadow and pasture for eight oxen, in
Winchcombe and Sherborne. These were all held of the abbot,
the messuage and two tofts by the service of 3s 24, and of three
works of reaping their corn in August with one man, worth 124;
the messuage being worth 55 104, one toft 124, and the other
nothing beyond the reprises. The meadow and pasture in
Sherborne, worth gs 84, was held by fealty. Bushell would still
retain tenements to the value of ten marks a year in Brode-
mershton.12 The mortmain licence was issued 13 October 1305,
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and cost the abbot six marks.1® Richard Bushell’s last gift was
the subject of an Inquisition at Winchcombe taken 4 February
1397. He offered to find two wax candles to burn daily before
the high altar at the High Mass in the abbey church, for which
purpose he would assign to the abbey a messuage and two tofts
in Winchcombe, and half an acre of land in Cotes, all held of
the abbot, who held direct of the king, by the service of 8s
and were worth 11s 44 a year clear. There would still remain to
Richard two tenements and two carucates of land in Brode-
merston, held of Sir Robert Corbet, Knt., by the service of 2s 84
yearly, and worth 100s silver clear.’®* The mortmain licence
was granted 26 May 1397, on payment of 6os by the abbot.14

Richard Bushell was a friend of William Grevill of Campden,
ancestor of the houses of Warwick and Willoughby de Broke,
whose fame caused him to be described on his memorial brass
in Campden church as ‘the flower of the wool merchants of all
England’. Grevill owned property in Pebworth and its hamlet
Ullington, and in his will made in 1401 named Richard Boschell
one of his executors.'® In the same year Richard Bushel was
holding lands and tenements in Marston Sicca of Sir Rob.
Bushel by 10s per annum.!® Richard died in the early part of
1407, leaving by his wife, Emma, daughter and heiress of Hugh
Ernald or Arnold of the county of Gloucester, a son and heir
also called Richard, who had already lost his wife, for on
I July 1401, a2 mortmain licence allowed the abbot of Winch-
combe to receive from Richard Busshell a messuage and toft
in Winchcombe, not held in chief, and the reversion of two
other messuages there ‘to keep the obit of Katherine, late the
wife of the said Richard, deceased, and the obit of the said
Richard after his death every year in the church of the abbey
and to support other charges and works of piety according to
his ordinance’'?. Katherine was the daughter and coheir of
Sir William Saltmarsh of Upton-on-Severn, Worcs., and widow
of Thomas de Cardiff.

Soon after succeeding to the family property, Richard, son
of Richard Bushell, showed his continued interest in Winch-
combe abbey by giving the convent nine acres of land, six of
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meadow and six of wood, in Cotes and Throop by Winchcombe,
to find a lamp burning daily during the celebration of Masses
of St. Mary at the altar in the lady chapel of the abbey church.18
He had no issue by his second wife, who was named Sibill, but
left two sons and a daughter by his first wife. The younger son,
Richard, married Margaret, daughter and heiress of Walter
Fowlkes, through whom he obtained an estate at Drymerston
(Marston Sicca or Long Marston), and so founded a new line
of Bushells who usually assumed the name Fowlkes. The elder
son, Robert of Brodmerston, is mentioned in the Fine Rolls of
1417 and 1421, and he was one of a number of Gloucestershire
persons certified into chancery by the Knights of the Shire, in
1434, as one who should take the oath not to maintain peace
breakers referred to in an Act of the last Parliament.'® He was
twice married, his first wife being Margaret, daughter of Thomas
Hugford of Edmondscote in Warwickshire, by whom he had a son
and heir, Edmund, and the second, so runs the Gloucestershire
Visitation of 1623, was Agnes, daughter of Randulph Beaumont.

Edmund Bushell of Broadmarston is first mentioned in 1469
in the will of John Barell of the same place appointing him an
executor.® The only other reference to him is in a Patent Roll
of 24 January 1493, when a pardon of outlawry was granted
to Edmund Busshell of Brodemerston, co. Gloucester, ‘gentil-
man’, for not appearing before the justices to answer charges of
certain persons touching debts.?® By his wife, Elizabeth,
daughter of Thomas Blount of Grindon, Glos., he had issue
three daughters and a son and heir, Thomas. It is only after a
gap of fifty-five years that this son comes under notice. By an
indenture dated 4 September 1538, under the abbey seal, the
monks of Evesham leased to Thomas Bushell of Brodmerston,
gent., for a term of 72 years, lands called Beamons in the fields
of Brodemerston, beyond the stream next Quinton, and four
acres there towards Quinton. Six years later, after the dissolu-
tion of the abbey, these lands were granted by Henry VIII
to William and Francis Sheldon, of the ancient family of that
name settled at Beoley in Worcestershire, though Thomas
Bushell continued to hold the property under his lease?!. In
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an action concerning payment of tithes heard on 11 November
1550, ‘Thomas Raynolds saith that he is shepherd unto the said
Mr Bushell and receiveth for his wages yearly 26s 84; of the
which sum he findeth himself and his wife meat, drink and
cloth, and therefore of right he ought to pay no tithe’.?! In
that same year Thomas Bushell, Esq., is mentioned as a free
tenant of the manor of Drye Marston where he held certain
lands and tenements with a yearly rent of 55 14.%% About this
time he also took a lease of lands in Cleeve Prior, Worcs., about
four miles from Broad Marston, where he took up residence in
the manor house. By his wife, Anne, daughter and coheir of
John Norwood of Broadway, he had issue an only son, Edward,
and two daughters. The son died towards the end of 1545,
leaving a young family of two sons, Thomas and Edward, and
two daughters, by his wife, Dorothy Andrews of Winwick and
Charwelton, Northants. In his will dated 11 December 1545, he
called himself Edward Busshell of Priors Cleeve, gentleman,
and asked for his ‘body to be buryed in the p’ishe churche of
Pebbeworth in soche place as hit shall please my father to
appoynte and assigne there’, and left 6s 84 to the same church.*

Thomas Bushell died in the latter part of 1558, and his will,
dated 9 October of that year, was proved in London on 5
December following. Describing himself as Thomas Busshell of
Priors Cleawe, co. Worc., gent., he desired burial, ‘in the p’ishe
churche of Saincte Peter and Paule of Pebworth’ (though, with
this exception, the church is invariably designated the church
of St. Peter the Apostle), and he bequeathed £3 to the church
and 6s 84 to ‘the highe aulter’. He mentioned his grandson,
Thomas, ‘sonne of Edwarde Busshell, being myn heire’, who was
to have the third part of those lands in Long Marston and Broad
Marston ‘whiche somtyme did bilonge unto the late Monasterye
of Evesh’'m’, and of lands and tenements in Mickleton, Iiming-
ton, Brailes, etc., the king and queen to enjoy such third part
during the ‘minoritie of my said heir’. Thomas was also to have
‘my best standing cupp of silver and gilte’, and ‘one golde ring
whiche is my signett and hath graven in it T and B’; also ‘one
stoned ambling horse called Olde Button, w* my saddill and
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bridill that I used to ride with’. To his other grandson, Edward,
he left all his messuages, lands, etc., in the town and fields of
Harvington, Worcs., and those in Bidford, Grafton, and other
places in the county of Warwick, and his leases in Priors Cleeve,
Ullington, etc., as well as the ‘hoope of golde that I was wonte
to weare apon my finger’, and ‘one stonned horse aumbling
called younge Button’. To his grand-daughters, Ursula and
Anne Bushell, he left {100 apiece at their marriage, or at
20 years of age, if not then married. Every cottager in Priors
Cleeve ‘that hath no plough going’, and every cottager in
Pebworth and Marston, was to have two ‘strikes of wheate’.
To William Sheldon of Beoley, an executor with Edward
Bushell, he left ‘one redde sorrelled aumbling splayed mare’,
and to Ralph Sheldon, son of the said William, ‘one greate bay
ambling gelding’. He directed his executors to present Sir Richard
Elliatts, curate of Priors Cleeve, to the vicarage of that parish
‘if it fall voide during his life and if he will accept the same’.¢

The Bushells thus branched off into two main lines, Thomas
of Broad Marston, and Edward of Priors Cleeve. While the
Broad Marston family remained Catholic, the other branch
were not long in renouncing the old faith and conforming to the
established church; and, shortly after the accession of James I,
when the oppressive penal code against Catholics was re-enacted
to its full extent and even with additional severities, Edward
Bushell gained his material reward by being knighted at
Royston at the end of 1604.2

Adverting to the Gloucestershire Bushells of Broad Marston,
Thomas was still a minor at his grandfather’s death in 1558,
and on 2o March of the next year, a grant of the wardship and
marriage of Thomas Busshell, kinsman and heir of Thomas
Busshell, was granted to Thomas Smythe, with an annuity of
£10 from the death of Thomas Busshell the elder.2* Thomas was
twice married and became father of seventeen children, nine
by his first wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Winter of
Huddington, Worcs., by his spouse Katherine Throckmorton,
and eight by Mary Morris, his second wife.? A Lay Subsidy
Roll of 1571 has the item: ‘Pebworth and M’ston; Thomas
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Busshell ar’ (in terris xx")—liijs iiijd’, and a similar Roll of
1587 has ‘(in terr’ xxvj")—=xxxiiijs viijd’.¢ Bishop Cheney’s
return of recusants in the diocese of Gloucester, dated 20
November 1577, gives under Pebworth: ‘Mr Thomas Buchell,
gent., worth in lands and goods, v ¢, making him far and away
the wealthiest of all the recusants in the diocese. 25 _

The same year found him fiercely assailed by Giles, the third
Lord Chandos of Sudeley. It seems that his lordship’s servant,
John Yate, was ‘vehemently suspected’ of murder, and Thomas
Bushell, who had been called in to view the dead body, was
accused of spreading the report to that effect. Giles, ‘conceiving
that his man’s trouble grew by Bushell’s information’, sup-
ported Yate in vexatious actions against Bushell, and addressed
to him from Coberley the following peremptory letter:—"To
Thomas Bushell give this. Thomas Bushell, whereas thou hast
made thy boast, that thou hast laid fast one of my knaves, and
now dost provide for another, these are to let thee understand
that the worst in my house is good enough to be thy fellow, and
for that thou hast wrongfully and falsely accused them, thou
shalt justly and truly be answered in the Star chamber. Thus,
as one that I care not for, I bid thee farewell. From Cobarkeley,
the 13th April (1577). By me, Gyles Chandoes’. Among other
charges made against Chandos was one of encouraging fraudu-
lent suits to deprive Bushell of land he had purchased.2® In
the State Papers is a Statement, dated April 1577, ‘of the many
oppressions committed by Giles Lord Chandos particularly
against Tho. Bushell, in relation to a murder committed in the
house of John Yate, servant of Lord Chandos . . . with the
insolent and contempt in demeanour of Chandos towards the
Council of the Marches of Wales’.??

By a deed of 4 June 1583, Thomas Bushell of Broade Marston,
Glos., Esq., settled on Thomas Bushell his son and heir,
Anthony Throckmorton of Chastleton, Oxon., Esq., Richard
Corbett of Meryden, Warws., Esq., and George Wynter of
Huddington, Worcs., Esq., all his manors, messuages, and other
property in the parish of Pebworth, alias Pedworth, Broade
Marston, Drye Marston alias Longe Marston, Quynton,
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Mickleton, Tewkesbury, Oldbury and Saverneham, Glos., as
well as his manors, messuages, etc., in Wullyngton alias
Willamynton, Illmyngton, Larkestocke, Haseler, Combrook
and Brayles, for 60 years from Lady Day last, they to render
£20 yearly and save Thomas Bushell, senior, harmless against
any rent charges, etc., made by him to Edward Bushell his
brother, for preferment of his daughters or younger sons, and
Thomas would also convey livestock. If Thomas Bushell's wife,
Mary, executed a fine to bar dower, she was to have a sum not
exceeding 100 marks yearly for life after Thomas’s death. The
younger sons, Henry and Corbet, were each to have {10 yearly for
life after their father’s death, and the daughter, Mary, To0 marks
at the age of z0. Thomas gave bond for quiet enjoyment. 28

The Pebworth Parish Register records the burial there, 10
June 1615, of ‘Thomas Busshell, Armiger’. He was succeeded
by his eldest son, also Thomas, who petitioned the king unavail-
ingly in 1621 for a baronetage.?? In the following year he sold
the manor house and site of the manor of Broad Marston to
Sir Thomas Bennett,* and so severed the four hundred years
connection of the Bushell family with that place. An Inquisition
taken at Gloucester Castle, 12 June 1628, after the death of
Richard Bennett, Esq., found that, in addition to the house
and site, six messuages and six cottages, 100 acres of land,
20 acres of meadow, and 100 acres of pasture in Broad Marston
and Pebworth, etc., had been purchased of Thomas Bushell,
senior, Esq., Edward Bushell, Esq., Eleanor his wife, and
Thomas Bushell junior.?® The manor house passed to the Earl
of Salisbury in 1682, in whose family it continued until 1791

Nothing definite seems to be known about the manor house
of the Bushells, which is said to have undergone many changes
since their time. As already stated, Thomas Bushell sold the
house in 1622 to Sir Thomas Bennett, and it was purchased
60 years later by the Earl of Salisbury, who, in 1712, had a
large well-built house of stone in Broad Marston.?! The Rev.
T. P. Wadley, writing in 1880, thought that very little of the
house then existing was as old as the reign of Elizabeth, while
some of the masonry and much of the interior wood-work



114 TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1956

appeared to belong to the time of James I or of his successor,*
that is, a period covering the first half of the 17th century.
The Rev. J. H. Bloom, in 1913, expressed the belief that the
house owned by the Bushells was that which afterwards came
into the Earl of Salisbury’s possession, and identified it with
the house then occupied by Mr Chapman, ‘which, in its original
form, was a moated grange standing at the base of a large
forecourt, the walls of which still remain, at least the walls on
the flanks. This court had probably a cross wall with gates
leading to a drawbridge, and there may have been gazebos in
the front angles. The house itself stood back at the base of the
court and on the edge of the moat. It has a centre recessed
from the front line and surmounted by three small gables’.
In his view the whole dated from the middle of the 17th century,
and its best feature was the staircase, which was very fine and
massive.! It seems likely, therefore, that a rebuilding took
place under the Bennetts between 1622 and 1682.

No record exists that the old house contained a chapel, or
that the Bushells maintained a Catholic priest as resident
chaplain, like their nearby neighbours, the Brents of Larkstoke,
and the Cannings of Foxcote. A little chapel stood not far from
the mansion, which Dr J. C. Cox asserts, ‘was used for services
a full century after the Reformation’,?2 thus implying that it
served as a Catholic chapel where Mass was celebrated. Mr
Wadley thought the building dated from the beginning of the
reign of James I (1603-1625),% so that it may have been the
work of Thomas Bushell. In any case it was only a rebuilding
on the site of an earlier one, for a chapel at Broad Marston,
then called ‘the Church of Merstune’, is first mentioned as far
back as 1140 in the original charter of Ralph Pincern granting
the district of ‘Pebeworda’ to the abbey of St. Mary of the
Island (Alcester) in Warwickshire, and, in 1582, a bequest of a
sheep was made to the maintaining of the church of Pebworth,
and of another sheep ‘to brode m’ston w'in the same p’rissh’.%
The Pebworth parish registers contain two references to the
later building: in 1619 a couple ‘weere maried att brodmarston
in the Chappell there’, and in 1626 a woman was buried in the
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‘Chappell of brod marston’.# It is not known when it ceased to
be used for services. Atkyns mentions a chapel ‘in the midst
of rich inclosed grounds’ ‘erected for the use of the manor house,
but no divine service is performed therein’. The building still
stands, but has been long since desecrated, having been con-
verted into two cottages for farm workers at least a century ago.
Mr Bloom calls it a building of 17th century date, ‘with one
rectangular headed doorway and a similar three-light window,
the mullions of which have gone, and which has been cut down
to the ground and partly bricked up to form yet another door’.?
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