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with a male heir, but three daughters were christened at
Frocester, Anna Maria in 1769, Clarence! in 1774, and Mary in
1775. Writing to Ralph, their grandfather, at the end of 1783,
Cousin Ann Dunford says:—‘I am glad to hear that the good
family in Gloucestershire is well. . . . sorry to hear of Mrs
Bigland being brought to bed of a still-born child’.

While Richard Bigland was squiring it at Frocester, his
father, a widower for the second time, had established himself
as an active officer of the Heralds’ College, and was beginning
to reap the fruits of his genealogical studies. In 1764 appeared
his little book Observations on Marriages, Baptisms, and Burials,
as preserved in Parochial Registers, which is so much in advance
of its time that some of its sensible recommendations have
even now not been adopted. Parish registers, suggests Bigland,
‘might be rendered still more useful if the several entries therein made
were more particular; for instance, in the entry of a marriage, if the
Christian names, etc. of the fathers and mothers of the married couple,
together with their degrees, occupations, and their respective places of
real habitation, were particularly specified, it would at once clearly

determine the descent of the issue by such marriages, and enable poster-
ity to trace their pedigrees with great exactness’.

After citing more detailed forms of registration in foreign
countries, and commenting favourably on the Commonwealth
registers in England, he gives specimens of the form in which
he would like to see entries made, adding very justly that
‘every register would then exhibit a general history of its
several parishioners’. Although Bigland’s objects were almost
exclusively genealogical, he also quotes with approval examples
of historical memoranda from parish registers, including the
well-known record at Frocester of Queen Elizabeth’s visit in
1574. ‘Though this may not properly belong to entries in
Parish Registers, yet such anecdotes or memorials occasionally
introduced upon remarkable events, are not amiss, as they
frequently tend to elucidate matters of greater moment’—

! Doubtless so named in the confident expectation that her grandfather was
about to be created Clarencieux King-of-Arms, as he in fact was a fortnight
after her christening.
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Clarence in May 1795 to Daniel Ellis Saunders, of St. Nicholas’s,
Gloucester, later described as of Ledbury.

This, however, was not the end of the Biglands. By reference
to the second paragraph of this paper, it will be seen that Ralph
Bigland had an only sister, Elizabeth Maria. She, by her second
husband, one Joseph Owen of Salford, had a son Ralph, born
in 1757, who was probably left an orphan and adopted, with a
sister Nancy, by his uncle Ralph Bigland senior. At the age of
17, by royal licence dated 21 October 1774, he adopted the
surname of Bigland, and the following month he was nomin-
ated Rouge Dragon Pursuivant. Possibly the nephew displayed
an early taste for the uncle’s pursuits, of which his cousin
Richard had shown little sign; or it may be that the elder
Ralph was more anxious that Richard should settle down as a
country gentleman. At all events, this appointment of a
stripling of seventeen to be an officer of the College of Armsisa
clear case of literal nepotism.

While serving his apprenticeship to heraldry, four years
later, Ralph junior incurred his uncle’s displeasure by an early
and clandestine marriage. The only letter in the ‘colliery’
group which has more than a passing reference to him at this
period is one from Ralph senior to Richard, denouncing ‘Ralph’s
misconduct’ in no minced terms.

‘

. . . He seems to have made no scruple of telling every one of it.
. . . That night I knew it, he lay not in his usual bed, upon which
Molly said to him the next day you did not lie at home last night. His
answer was to her that he was married, since when he has lain no more
with us. However, he dines with us daily. . . . He has every day since
been very assiduous writing at Mr Heard’s till 8 or g at night, which is
the same as for myself. I am so angry with him and so discomposed
at the thoughts of it that at present I had rather have him out of my
sight than in it. . . .I don’t intend that Nancy or any one belonging
to me shall have any acquaintance with R.’s wife. I should be glad to
know what it was you heard concerning her. (x9 December 1778)’

Evidently the uncle relented. Although he lived only a few
years longer to exert a beneficent influence over the younger
Ralph’s fortunes, the latter followed him eventually through
all the grades of the heraldic hierarchy, finally succumbing, 1
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imagine, to his exertions over the Coronation of Queen Victoria
in June 1838, at which he officiated, aged 81, as Garter King-
of-Arms. A professional herald of no particular note, he had
received in 1831—having already taken part in two coronations
—a knighthood which his uncle had done more to deserve.

Sir Ralph, like his uncle, married twice. His first marriage, to
Susan Elizabeth, daughter of William Sells, produced only a
black sheep, Robert. In a letter of May 1806, his father writes
to him, more in sorrow than in anger:

‘Your discontent with the situation you hold in the India House
has long given me much concern. . . . When I was fortunate enough
to procure for you the situation, I thought myself a happy father . . .
that it holds out no prospect of future benefit is certainly your own fault,
a becoming degree of attention and industry would insure you prefer-
ment, while your continual negligence and remissness on the other
hand interrupt it. It is the opinion of every one of my friends who are
at all acquainted with the character of the head of the College,! that the
very attempt to introduce you into it wou’d destroy all my own future
prospects of advancement, and not only so, but without the smallest
hope of your succeeding. . . . Before you finally resolve upon quitting
the India House and upon speculating on the Army or any other new
way of life, I must beg leave, with all the parental authority I do possess
and ought to possess, to protest againstit. . . . IpraytoGod . . . that
you may never have any cause to repent the decision you shall make.

I remain, tho’ greatly distressed, your affectionate Father'.

Some letters of Sir Ralph Bigland,? in his old age, reveal him
as a garrulous and jocular character, much preoccupied with
food and drink, expenses and his fees—or the lack of them—
at the ‘Heralds’ Office’. He still keeps up correspondence with
his Gloucestershire relations, Mrs Saunders (Richard Bigland’s
daughter Clarence) and Mrs Hayward of Frocester Court, a
second cousin, from whom presents of game and other delicacies
reach him in London. His gossip from the College of Arms is
sometimes entertaining:—

‘You may wish to know how go on the repairs of Garter’s apart-

ments,—not at all . . . the place is in a most deplorable state, but may
be made very comfortable,—but not under 120 guineas, of which I

1 Gir Isaac Heard (vide p. 121, n. 3).
2 Gloucestershire Records Office, Dro21, deposited by Mr T. C. Morton.
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expect some f45 from the late Garter’s representatives. . . . It will-
cost me 100 guineas for my new official cloaths—no longer always black,
but blue coat & white waistcoat & smalls—and always buckles (yellow)
. . . If 33 new peers, which is believed, 1 shall touch some hundreds’!!!

This was written to Mrs Saunders on 5 January 1832; the
wholesale creation of new peers, which would have been so
profitable to Garter, was threatened in order to secure the
passing of the great Reform Bill. Writing again on 30 March,
he laments:— Alas, I understand there will be no creation of
Peers, only a very few promises, as Lord Grey is more con-
ciliating, and the Bill is very likely to pass’. A letter of May
1838, when Sir.Ralph was 81, is as newsy as ever, and full of
the preparations for Victoria’s coronation.

. ‘Gorst & Mr Laurence of the Greenway are appointed Gold
Sticks at the Coronation, their duty to shew the peeresses to their seats.
Their costume (somewhat Spanish), with hat & feather, will cost some
£20. There will be some 200 seats less in the Abbey this coronation
than the last, by reason that near 200 of the seats were not upon
inspection deemed safe. The Earl Marshal has the sole distribution of
all the tickets, which annoys him very much, being himself most grieve-
ously annoyed by hourly applications’.

Robert, his erring son, who had evidently proceeded to marry
an unacceptable wife, continued for many years to plague
Sir Ralph. In a letter of May 1831, there is also mention of
trouble with Charles, his son by a second wife, Robert’s mother
having died in 1801. Charles has also married, but Sir Ralph’s
sympathy this time is with his wife:—

‘. . . the short time he has been married he has got into debt & she
finds him a liar in every thing he says. . . . Another most melancholy
letter from Robert, stating that he had tired every one out & he was
going to Holyhead to set up a day school,—and begging a trunk, cloths,
etc. for himself and wife—he has had from me a good suit of black & a hat,
all which I could have worn 3 months longer. . . . I understand from
Mrs B. that his creditors are very frequent at the Lodge waiting to
see me’ . . . :

In the end Robert died before his father, whose caustic
epitaph to his son is expressed in the third person in a letter
to Mrs Hayward of Frocester, from G. F. Beltz! of the Heralds’

1Lancaster Herald.
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College, 7 April 1837, acknowledging an account for funeral
expenses.

‘Sir Ralph has been much annoyed by a letter which he received lately
from Mr Holder, to whom he of course feels obliged for the interest he
had the kindness to take in the spiritual welfare of the deceased; but he
considers his interference in other respects as by no means called for or
becoming. Mr Holder, in this letter, recommends Sir Ralph to settle
a pension of £20 or £30 a year on the widow, ““to be diminished to £I0
if she marries again”’. I have, at the request of Garter, acknowledged
Mr Holder's letter, and thanked him for his religious attentions to his
son in his latter moments, but without noticing in any way his propo-
sitions.

‘I hope it is not true that petitions are preparing by Mr Holder in
behalf of the relict, . . . it would be a far kinder act to procure for her
some kind of employment, suited to her original condition in life, which
indeed must have been rather deteriorated than improved by her
connexion with Robert.

‘Sir Ralph has been very unwell, but I trust is improving in health.
Lady Bigland and the young ladies are well’. . . .

The death of Sir Ralph Bigland on 14 July 1838 ended the
Bigland connection with the College of Arms which had been
continuous since his uncle had joined it in 1757, but still did
not quite end the family’s links with Gloucestershire. Ralph
Stodart, M.D., of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a first cousin of Ralph
Bigland, senior, on his mother’s side, had a daughter Mary who
married—no doubt as a result of a visit to her Gloucestershire
kinsfolk-——one Henry Garlick of Frocester. Their daughter
Mary Garlick became the wife of Drinkwater Hayward of
Frocester; this was the Mrs Hayward with whom Sir Ralph
Bigland corresponded. The Haywards had a flock of children,
who have left a number of descendants in Gloucestershire. I have
been unable to trace any will of Richard Bigland of Frocester,
either in Gloucester or at Somerset House, but it seems that

*He was buried with his first wife and their daughter Anna Maria,
who bad died aged 12 in 1792, in the church of St. Benet's, Paul's Whart,
opposite the College of Arms. A tablet to their memory there survives, and a
MS book in the College of Arms records that Sir Ralph left a widow and one
surviving son, Charles. It is possible, therefore, that there are descendants.



RALPH BIGLAND AND HIS FAMILY 133

some at least of his father’s possessions came eventually into
the hands of the Hayward family. One Hayward descend-
ant, Mrs Evill of Chepstow, has Ralph Bigland senior’s Garter
seal and tabard, the 17th century pedigree of the Babington
family to which reference has been made, and a volume com-
piled by Ralph Bigland (senior) himself, entitled Pedigrees for
the Families of Babington, Evrvington, and Bigland, &c., with
elaborate coloured coats-of-arms, cartouches, and illustrations,
but unfinished and containing only the Babington pedigree.
Bigland’s Garter robe and some family portraits are, or were
recently, in the possession of Mrs Evill's brother, Mr J.
Chapman of Carlecotes Hall near Sheffield. In the entrance hall
of the College of Arms thereis an oil-painting of Ralph Bigland,
senior, by Richard Brompton; this has been reproduced as an
illustration to the present paper from an engraving dated 1771
by C. Townley, presumably Sir Charles Townley, who was him-
self Garter King-of-Arms for a short time before his death in
1774, after having been York Herald when Bigland was
Somerset.



