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France ‘to share his captivity’ and was given a room in the
outer yard.?

During the same year the general had as his companions
Colonel Thiéry sent as a penalty for writing secret letters and
for boasting of his skill in doing so,? a young midshipman, De
Baudiez, who had bilked his creditors,® Colonel Pavetti, who
had tried to obtain a forged passport from the notorious
Madame Charpentier,* and Captain de Martineng who was
befriended by the Duke of Beaufort, and later was to become
Rear-Admiral of the port of Cherbourg.®

During the long war large groups of ordinary prisoners were
constantly arriving or being repatriated as sick and dying men.
These invalids went to the Lamplighters’ Hall at Shirehampton
and from thence sailed under a flag of truce for France; those
able to walk went on foot to the little port, but the majority
travelled by wagon. In 1809, out of a total of a hundred
invalids, eighty-eight were too ill to march.

The cartel-boats were small brigs and schooners, e.g. the
Perseverance (1798), the Nancy (1799), the Speedwell (1800), the
Diana and the Industry (1801). The latter sailed with ninety-
nine passengers, but five died on the voyage which resulted in a
quarrel between agent and captain as to payment for the dead
men’s food.® Before the next boat, the Favourite, sailed, the
agent was cautioned that ‘None were to be included if unfit for
the fatigues of the journey.’? After the Peace of Amiens when
all prisoners had to be returned, the Alfred sailed from Pill
carrying the last four-hundred-and-seventeen from Stapleton,
but the Admiralty grumbled at the delay, saying that this was
the last English prison to be cleared.®

Later, many smaller sloops as well as the ship Fidelity (1812},

1 B.M., July 1813.

2 Adm/97/130, Oct. 1812.
3 ibid.

4 4bid., April, 1812.

5 B.M., Sept. 1840. .
8 Adm/98/214, June 1801.
? ibid., Jan. 1802.

8 Adwm/98/214, May 1802.
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the schooner United Sisters (1812) and the brigs Margaret (1811)
and Eliza (1813) carried the invalids. When the men of the Cap
Francois garrison, captured eight years earlier, were being
repatriated in 1811, as they were not invalids they had to march
to Plymouth and sail from that port. Before leaving Stapleton
each man received a pair of leather boots to replace his prison
slippers, but to prevent fraud, these were only issued at the
prison gate immediately before the march began.!

The master of each cartel-ship had to obtain Admiralty
approval and the white flag of truce itself sent direct from
London before he might sail. Rations for the voyage, which he
had to provide at a cost of 1s. to 1s 2d per invalid, must be the
same as on land, and before he sailed these had to be inspected
by the Agent who arranged the cost of the journey, the usual
rate being £I per man.

After the embarkation had been carefully superintended and
the invalids, placed on straw mattresses in the hold, the little
cartel-ships sailed for the tidal port of Morlaix in Brittany, a
medieval town of gabled houses decorated with carvings of
saints, standing ‘in a vale just wide enough for a fine canal with
two quays and two rows of houses.’? Below the harbour-mouth
were innumerable small islands and half-submerged rocks where
many boats ran aground. One such shipwreck was described by
the Quaker Stephen Grellet, a refugee French nobleman, who
bad sailed for Morlaix in a cartel-boat with forty-one invalids
on board. ‘On entering the river, our vessel struck violently on
a rock. The general outcry was that she was sinking and I felt
deeply for my fellow prisoners, who from their emaciated
condition seemed not to have many days to live. By the return
of the tide however, the vessel got off the rocks and the next
day we landed safely at Morlaix.’8 The following morning
Grellet enquired at the Dominican Convent where his fellow
travellers were being cared for by the nuns, only to find that
‘several had died shortly after landing, others were very ill.’

! Adm/x1 /3761, July 1811.
* Arthur Young, Travels in France (1787), p. 103 (Everyman ed.).
3 Benj. Seebohm, Memoirs of Stephen Grellet, p. 204.
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The peace-treaty of Paris in 1814 brought the release of two
thousand Stapleton prisoners, both healthy and sick. They left
in order of capture, 7.¢. those imprisoned for ten to eleven years
going first. The last six hundred healthy men were marched in
two divisions, v2¢ Hanham and Keynsham, to Portsmouth
because the Transport Department objected to the heavy dock
dues at Pill.! Three hundred and ninety-two invalids however
did sail from Hungroad but there still remained ten too ill to
travel. A month later seven of these were discharged and the
whole establishment was closed. Two of the three remaining
patients were moved to Bristol Royal Infirmary,” and the last
man of all, Jean Jacques Declerc, was taken to Fishponds
Poorhouse.? The ‘old French prison’ stood empty once more,
never again to be used for its original purpose.

A few months later the buildings served as an ordnance store
under the Barrack Dept. until the terrible outbreak of cholera
in Bristol in 1832. Part of the prison was then rented as a work-
house by the Incorporation of the Poor to relieve the extreme
overcrowding at St. Peter’s Hospital. In 1837 all four buildings
were bought outright at a cost of £2,000 to shelter 1,100 paupers.

After being thus used for 60 years, the old buildings were
demolished and new ones erected (1861-1865) at a cost of over
£22,000. Only two smaller ones were left standing, one the now
modernised Nurses’ Home and also probably part of E block.
Near the latter the outline of the old gateway and the remains
of the arcade are still visible.

In 1918 the workhouse, now under the Board of Guardians,
became Stapleton Institution for the maintenance and work-
shop training (boot-making, tailoring and brushmaking) of
certified mental defectives. In 1948 its purpose changed again
and it was converted to Stapleton Hospital under the Regional
Hospital Board to care for the aged poor needing medical
treatment.

1 Adm/1/3764, April 1814.

2 4bid., June 1814.

3 4bid., July 1814.

4 Builder's Contract, 1860 (B.C.L.~-B/2414).



PRISONERS OF WAR IN STAPLETON JAIL, NEAR BRISTOL I69

Its past history is however not forgotten for it is still referred
to locally by its former name—The old French Prison.’
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