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EXCAVATION BY THE TOWN WALL, BALDWIN STREET, BRISTOL
way; the parish boundaries cut across,the line of the wall; this has been
put forward as evidence that they are“earlier.

The line of wall in Baldwin Street whs constructed on the edge of
the defensible spur referred to above, between the alluvium-filled
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gorges of the Avon and Frome; there is a considerable bank of clay
and sandstone behind it, which was formerly the side of the gorge; this
results in a change in level between Baldwin Street in front of and below
the wall, and St. Nicholas Street behind and above it (see S 2, F1G. 4).

1 “The Parochial Boundaries of Bristol’, by the Rev. C. S. Taylor, M.A., F.5.A., Trans. BGAS, vol. 33
(1910), pp. 126-39.
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Even if the wall had no significance as a defence or boundary, it would
still be necessary as a revetment for the bank, which has clearly been
cut back to form a platform, either when the wall was built or earlier:
if the wall were not maintained, the vertical ‘cliff” behind the wall
would disintegrate.

Previous excavation in Bristol has been confined to the hlgher area
of the ‘old town’; it was sporadic until 1950-1953, when the ‘Ancient
Bristol Exploratlon Fund’ was set up to excavate in war damaged areas.
Some important results were obtained,! particularly in the castle area,
but stratification and structures were almost totally destroyed by deep
cellars. In Baldwin Street and subsequently at Back Hall, it was found
that the high water table had discouraged the building of cellars and
post-medieval occupation has tended to raise levels rather.than to
destroy them; so on these two sites there have been found, for the first
time, intact medieval layers and structures, particulgrly of the later
13th and 14th centuries.

THE EXCAVATION

FIG. 1. Site plan. The area available was some 35 feet by 45 feet
bounded by the Town Wall, by adjoining properties of Baldwin Street,
and by a large hoarding, separated from the street itself by the pave-
ment and a small ornamental garden where excavation was not
possible. The Wall changes direction here, not only the medieval lower
courses, but also the rebuilt upper masonry; behind the latter are cellars
under St. Nicholas Street; the Wall’s continuation east on its new
alignment is masked by modern walls. The medieval features outside
the Wall extend eastwards under the Fish Market (nos. 49-57). The
building to the west is modern, and has probably destroyed the medieval
levels; there is no record of the Wall having been observed when it was
built. The parapet of the Wall is well in front of the line of the founda-
tion in plan; this is because of the outward lean of the wall face. The
position of Gut G is shown only in this plan, in the south-east corner
of the site; in this was a brick cistern 5 feet deep which had destroyed
the medieval level.

FIG. 2 and PLATE 1v. Elevation of Wall. These show the Wall as it
exists at present on the west part of the north side of the excavated
area. The pavement of St. Nicholas Street lies just below the ruined
parapet at the top, and the level of Baldwin Street is about 1 foot above
the level of the natural marl surface shown at the base. The medieval
part of the wall is that below the levelling courses shown above the

1 Trans. BGAS, vol. 70 (1951), pp. 5-50.-
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arches; these delimit the stone-work below from the stone-work with
some brick-work above. In the latter, windows were inserted to give
light to the cellars behind; these are now blocked with rubble. The
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west side of the Wall has recently been rebuilt and set back to a vertical
line based on the medieval foundation.

The medieval courses are founded 1 foot 6 inches deep1 into the
natural marl?; the foundation appears to be less deep towards the east;

1 This is not shown in sections S 2 and S 4 (F1Gs. 4 and 5) which were drawn to the back walls of
the arched recesses, not so deeply founded.

2 A sandy Trias marl, with some sandy marlstone (information from Dr F, S. Wallis).
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reached was 6 feet below the present surface. Trench B (S 1) was taken
as far as the hoarding; the reason for the slope cannot be found until
the area beyond the hoarding can be dug, in the area of the ornamental
garden. There are three possible explanations. One is that the slope
may be the edge of a defensive ditch outside the Wall, or of an earlier
defensive system; no ditch has ever been proved.® Secondly, it may be
the edge of the old bed of the River Frome, but this seems uncertain.
Thirdly, and most probably, the drop in levels may be the edge of the
deep area of the Pleistocene gorge of the Frome/Avon; the marl was
found at a depth of 40 to 50 feet at Back Hall and further south in
recent building operations. If this last explanation is the true one, then
the slope seen in Cut B (S 1) probably continued up gradually to the
level of St. Nicholas Street or thereabouts, until such time as it was cut
away in the area in front of the Wall as described above. It is to be
hoped that deep cuttings may one day be visible somewhere along the
edge of Baldwin Street to settle this important point.

The lowest layer (6) in S 1 was barren, and the successive layers
show occupation (layers 5 and 4) then make-up (3) then more occupa-
tion (2 and 1). Layer 6 may be natural, but does not look like the
blue-grey alluvium found below the medieval layers at Back Hall. The
dating of the subsequent layers is discussed below.

The medieval pottery is of the 13th and 14th centuries; these are
the outside dating limits, but the occupation is more likely to be
mainly of later 13th-mid 14th-century date, to judge by the ubiquitous
distribution of imported wares currently dated to this period. Two or
three phases of occupation may be distinguished stratigraphically, but -
with a few doubtful and unimportant exceptions, no distinction can
be made in the associated pottery, in the absence of large groups from
which statistical inferences might be made.

It is not possible to suggest any interpretation of the features and
structures, except that they were probably associated with some
reasonably prosperous establishment. This suggestion is based on the
high proportion of glazed and imported sherds, though this is a dubious
criterion. '

There seems to have been an initial period when there were soak-
away or cess-pits in the area; these were filled with building and occu-
pation debris in the later 1gth or 14th century, and replaced by a more
“planned’ system of drainage, based on well built stone lined drains, and
associated with stone floored buildings. There is no evidence of any
occupation between the 14th and 17th centuries; some time in the

1 Though Pritchard suggested that there was one at Pithay (Trans. BGAS, vol. 24 (1901), p. 275).
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latter period the site began to be built on again; the medieval structures
may have been abandoned in the intervening period, or have been
incorporated in an environment which left no layers to betray their
continuance.

The first phase of medieval occupation is represented by those
contexts which do not contain imported sherds.! These are the lowest
layers on the slope at the south side of the site, represented by layers 7
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and 8in S 5and layer 5in S 1: and these need have no connection with
either the Town Wall or the shelf in front of it.?

The later phases can be demonstrated in terms of superimposed layers
and structures, but cannot be certainly related over the whole area. In
the north-east corner (G and E) Pit 233 is probably the earliest feature,
and may be a cess-pit. Drains 20 and 21 may be contemporary or later, «

* Though this may be fortuitous; the groups are not large.

2 Even in these layers, however, there is no pottery demonstrably earlier than the 13th century,
nor any that could not have been current in the middle of the century.

3 See S 5 and S 6; layers 2a and above are post-medieval.

4 See PLATE viIl; they are probably later, to judge by the relationship shown in S 6; but 21 may
originally have run along the edge of, and then into, pit 23, whose edge may have collapsed under the
drain. Drain 20 flowed from south-east to north-west, but cannot have drained any further in this
direction; though its north-west end is destroyed, the natural rises here; so it can only have swung round
actually to drain into 21. Both had some green concretion similar to layer 4 in pit 23.
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while walls 19' and 242 may be contemporary with or later than all
of these (see PLATE vir). The natural is covered by a mixed layer of
debris (layer 7 in S 6), which is apparently the only medieval layer®
here, as layer 6 contained later sherds (p. 242).

In the south-west corner (cutting B, see S 1) the first phase,
represented by layer 5, is succeeded by four layers (1—4) all containing
pottery of the later 13th to 14th centuries,* but not clearly related to
any of those farther north.

In area A, pits g° and 27° were probably soak-aways (perhaps for
the water from the wall-recesses) ; they were filled up with building and
occupation debris in the later 13th or 14th century and a building was
constructed over them. Part of this was excavated, consisting of two stone-
lined and capped drains (227 and 25%), a contemporary cobble and mortar
floor (11* and 11a?), (PLATE vII) and a wall (26'') probably secondary
to both. No post-medieval finds were sealed in or below these features,
but layer 2 over the floor contained pipe-stems, and on balance it seems
probable that this building was post-medieval, in spite of the medieval

1See PLATE ViIl; it iz partly overlaid by the east boundary wall of the site; most of the stretch
exposed consisted only of the iowest courses shown in S 6; but at the south end there were secondary
layers over these, as shown in S b; the first of these, stones with mauve mortar, probably continued
farther north, as there were traces of mauve mortar on top of the foundation in the extreme north-east
corner. Two sherds of post-medieval pottery were found in the layer of mauve mortary soil (layer 6)
west of wall 19; these sugges: that the sccondary layers are post-medieval; but the lowest foundation
may well be medieval. The medieval layer 7 is indeed probably its destruction level; but it could have
been cut by 1g—it is often difficult to distinguish a wall trench cut in a layer of this kind, so we cannot
be sure. Drain 20 may be taking water from roof drainage associated with wall 19, or it may be cut by
Ig.
2 Wall 24 is shown in S 5; it was packed with clay, and thus probably contemporary with the
lowest foundation of 19; it marks the limit of level ground: beyond it to the south the ground falls away,
and stratification develops (layers 6-8) which cannot be directly related to that north of 24, though
layer 5 equates with layer 1 as a post-medieval layer; 24 included some fragments of glazed ridge tile
in its construction.

3 It contained rubble, plaster, roof tile, charcoal, fish bones (p. 248), a whelk, a large water-worn
boulder, and green concretion at the base similar to layer 4 in pit 23.

4 The absence of post-medieval pottery in layers of this kind is no guarantee of the medieval date
of their deposition, in view of the small amount of post-medieval finds on the site: they may well be
redeposited by later disturbance.

5See S 2 dnd S 4, though deepest part is 6 inches deeper than shown in either of these; filling
includes oyster shells, white stucco similar to that on the Town Wall (p. 228 above), in a matrix of red-
brown clayey soil, rubble, mortar, and tile.

% See S 2; filling as g, shape and limits uncertain; shallow and steeper cuts as shown on plan

FIG. 3). .
( 73%ee S 2; the filling was black and greasy, with a basal grey clayey silt containing only medieval
sherds; draining west.

8 Similar to 22 and merging with it; cut by post-medieval wall 3, but may continue beyond as
13 (see later), taking water from recesses.

? See S 2 and pLATE vi1; pitched pennant cobbling partly set in buff mortar on a thin layer of
red clay; ? lime trodden into interstices of surface, and above this trodden clay; does not extend east of 25.

10 See S 2; cream mortar lying on same bedding as 11, butseparated from it in plan by a single row
of pennant fragments set on edge as shown in FIG. 3; broken at south end by disturbance of layer 2,
which may be due to insertion of wall 26; secondary to drain 22, but not necessarily later, as drain
could have been made just prior to laying of floor.

11 See S 2; cut by modern stanchion; could be contemporary with 22, with which it appeared to
be paralleled and associated; but disturbance above 22 may be for insertion, and 26 may be later.
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sherds in drain 22!'. Between area A and the Town Wall, a modern wall
(3%) cuts through all except most recent levels as shown in S 2, S 3, and
S 4. Beyond it, there are several features of medieval date close to the
Wall. 15 is the edge of a pit which may link with g, and above it was
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the remains of a stone-lined drain 13 (see S 3) which was probably the
same as 25. This continues round the back of Pit 7 and ends just inside
the eastern recess. Underneath it is an earlier cut-away shown on the
plan, which probably drained into 15. From this to the west wall of the

1 Stones 16 may be a wall footing.
2 Dated by an 18th-century sherd in the wall-trench, shown on S 3.
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western recess was a slight depression, filled with some stone' (shown
in section in S 2). This may be caused merely by water dripping from
the wall, but no such feature was seen in the other recess.?

Pit 7 (S 3), (PLATE vI) may be contemporary with the drains. It was
a steined pit 4 feet deep from the natural; the lower courses of steining?
and the base stones survived in situ; the bottom part was filled with
part of the collapsed steining, followed by building and occupation
debris, including rubble, tile, plaster, mortar, oyster shell, and a fish
bone (p. 248b) ; one flagstone at the base sounded hollow, and below it
was a thin fissure 1 to 2 inches in diameter going down into the marl;
there may have been enough water percolating through this to keep
the pit full of water. It may thus be interpreted as a small well or
water-storage pit.*

Post-medieval occupation. There are hardly more than a handful of
sherds which can be attributed to the period between the 14th and the
late 17th centuries. It seems that there was no intensive occupation
during this period, as later 17th- and 18th-century layers (1 and 2 in
S 6) were deposited directly in the depressions left by the subsidence of
pit 23.5 No attempt has been made to interpret the later buildings on
the site, except in so far as they are mentioned in the text; the only one
of interest was drain 8 (cutting B), which contained early Victorian
finds and a farthing of 1806.

Construction and materials. The wall and recesses are mainly of
Brandon Hill quartzite (a local variety of millstone grit) with some
Lias and Pennant Sandstone; the latter was used in the corbelling
of the recesses. The building rubble and wall footings are of similar
material; the roof tiles and flagstones are of Pennant Sandstone;
some of the former are slate (p. 248), and there are a few carved pieces
of Bath Oolitic freestone, including the capital shown in F16. 14 which
may. have come from a large building.

The medieval building from which the debris originated may have
lain to the east of the site, and wall 19 might be its west wall.

It may or may not have been taken up to its full height in stone;
the footings were set in clay, but there was mortar and plaster in the
debris (p. 249). The roofs were tiled with stone,® and/or slate (p. 248),
with glazed pottery ridge crests (p. 246).

1 There was a ‘bun’ of iron among this, and another was close by among the stone of 13 as on
plan, F1G. 3. Also a freestone capital (p. 247).

2 Note too (S 2 and S 4) that the level of the natural in the western recess is slightly below surround.

3 Now oval, but perhaps distorted by pressure from a circular form.

4 If drain 13 is contemporary, it would seem that the water draining from the recesses was deliber-
ately diverted from this pit, and that the fissure was aloné responsible for its filling.

5 i.e. the site was not covered by an occupation layer of this period which was later cleared away.

¢ A complete example was sub-rectangular, g inches by 5% inches by 6% inches (wider at base)
and # inch thick, with a nail hole { inch diameter 1 inch from the top in the centre.
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Finds. Several hundred medieval sherds were found; they are
described in detail on pp. 23646 and in FiGs. 10, 11 and 12. Roof
crests of pottery and objects of stone are described on pp. 246-8 and Fias.
13 and 14. A few bone fragments are described on p. 248. Post-medieval
glass and clay pipes are described on pp. 248-9 and shown in F1G. 14.
Finally, samples of mortar are described on p. 249.

Tue MEepiEvaL PoTTERY

About 700 sherds were found in all levels, including g6 which are
imported (pp. 242-6.), and 30—40 of post-medieval date. Over two-
thirds of the sherds are from fine imported or glazed jugs.* The pottery
may be divided into three main groups, the imported wares, those of
‘Selsley Common’ type (see p. 250), and other local wares. The bulk of
the last group is almost certainly derived from the newly-discovered
(1959) kiln at Ham Green, Bristol,? hereafter referred to as H.G. The
material from this is not yet classified, and the attributions to Ham
Green given below are tentative, based on similarities in form or fabric
to examples from the kiln. Imports, ‘Selsley Common’ and Ham Green
ware can now be shown to account for the bulk of the pottery in the
Bristol district in the 13th- and 14th-centuries. There remain origins to
be found for the earlier, coarser pottery usually attributed to the 12th
century or earlier (e.g. CVL series) ; for some of the finer quality ware,
which may come from the 13th- to 14th-century kilns recently discovered
at Laverstock, Salisbury; and for the harder wares of the 15th century
and later. How far the ‘Bristol district’ extends in this sense is uncertain.
. To the north, the pottery in Gloucestershire includes different styles
attributable to Midland or Oxford influences (cf. the pottery from
Whittington and Prestbury Moat®) ; to the east, there are no large published
groups nearer than Wiltshire; to the south, the largest group is that
from the Chew Valley (CVL) which is broadly similar to Bristol, as are
sherds from other small groups in North Somerset such as Pagan’s Hill
and Butcombe.

Internal dating of the pottery can be done only on the basis of the
association with imported wares, which are currently dated to ¢. A.D.
1275~¢. 1325. The pottery is accordingly dealt with in two main groups,
that which is stratified below layers containing imports, and that which
1s associated with them. The first group contains little material likely
to be earlier than the 13th centgiry, and is thus to be dated to the period

! In pits 7 and g the proportion is higher; 93 in 100 and 222 in 248 respectively.

2 Ei(cavated by Messrs C. Kilsby and J. E. Hancock, who have kindly allowed me to examine the
material.

3 Though “Selsley Common’ wares are a constant factor.
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¢. 1200—¢. 1275. The second group, while associated with the imports,
is not likely to be as close in its dating range or period of use. There is
so far no pottery in the Bristol district of the 14th century other than
that which can be shown to be current at the end of the 13th century,
and it seems probable that the same or similar types continued in use
(probably with such imports as survived breakage) during the 14th
century. The second group may thus be dated late 13th—14th century.
- There are a few pieces of post-14th-century date stratified above the
second group; these are described individually below, but cannot at
present be closely dated.

Pottery stratified below layers containing imports. FIG. 10, nos. 1-10. (¢. A.D. 1200—-1275).

Cut B (Section S 1, FiG. 7). No sherds were found from layer 6; the pottery in layer 5
is stratified below that in layer 4, which contained an import of Group 5. Layer 5
contained 8 sherds, including 4 of Ham Green cooking pots, one sherd of hard sandy
orange-surface ware, and 4 sherds of Ham Green (HG) jugs; one is a body sherd,
with mark of handle attachment, in coarse grey-blue sandy ware with traces of
over-fired glaze on the exterior; the others are figured below.

1. Rim and handle sherd of large jug; coarse bluish-grey; yellow-green glaze on
exterior with roller stamped diamond decoration on top of handle and top of
rim, a feature which is common at HG, but this is probably not an HG pot;
cf. Back Hull, F1G. 5, nos. 1 and 5; in the latter example the stamp is combined
with a face-mask, and is dated by Mr Dunning to the mid 13th century.

2. Shoulder sherd of jug; coarse blue-grey, buff interior surface, green glaze
exterior; the stepped shoulder is a common feature at HG, sometimes with
diamond roller-stamp.

3. Fragment of bridge-spout of jug; blue-grey with buff-pink interior surface and
green glaze exterior; bridge-spouts are common at HG; the form of this example,
where the rim of the spout is level with the rim of the jug, may well be earlier
than those where it is higher, as on the imported bridge-spout jugs (e.g. No. 1
from Bristol Castle Well) and on others from HG.

Trench E (Section S 5, Fic. 6). No imports were found in layers 6-8 on the slope at the
south end of this trench, and the sherds from layers 7 and 8 may thus be pre-import.
From layer 8 came No. 4 below and a sherd of HG jug. From layer 7 came 25 sherds
(16 glazed); they include a sherd of Selsley Common ware (No. 5), g sherds of HG
cooking pots (including Nos. 6 and 7), 14 sherds of HG jugs (including Nos. 8 and g),
and a base sherd possibly from elsewhere (No. 10).

4. Rim sherd, cooking-pot; coarse grey, grey-brown surfaces, probably HG; cf.
Back Hall, F1G. 7, no. 11, but no glaze.

5. Sherd of pitted grey ware, yellow-green exterior glaze, combed decoration.
(cf. Selsley Common, Fig. 2, nos. 1 and 5.)

6. Rim and shoulder of HG cooking-pot; grey, red-brown surfaces.

7. Rim sherd, cooking-pot, coarse dark grey; probably HG; cf. Back Hall, Fic. 6,
no. 7 and Bristol Castle Well, nos. 5 and 6.

8. Rim and shoulder sherd of bridge-spouted jug; grey, pink-buff interior surface,
dark green glaze exterior; this form and glaze typical of HG.

9. Handle sherd of jug, grey green glaze, decoration can be matched at HG.
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10. Base sherd, coarse cream ware, spotty glaze on base, green glaze exterior; this is
a border-line import, the only one from these levels.
There is also from this level the foot of a tripod pitcher; grey, pink interior, green
glaze exterior; common at HG.

Pottery associated with ithorts (late 13th—14th century)
11-16 are from Cut B, layers 1—4 (S 1, F1G. 7).

Layer 4 contained 43 sherds, including an import of Group 5, 13 sherds of Selsley
Common ware, 21 of HG or other cooking-pots, and 8 of HG jugs, and 2 sherds of
finer glazed ware. |

11. Rim sherd, cooking-pot; very coarse light-grey; this is probably a survival of
earlier date (possibly 12th century), and not from HG.

12. Rim sherd, cooking-pot; hard grey ware, brown surfaces; not from HG.

13. Rim and shoulder of cooking-pot; grey, with red-brown surfaces, with thin glaze
on top of rim and exterior; this glaze is no more than would occur if the pot were
fired in the same kiln as glazed pottery; slight horizontal girth-grooves, and bold
oblique slashing; this is an HG pot, and the slashing is typical of HG, but also of
Selsley Common (cf. Fig. 2, nos. 1-3).

14. Sherd of jug; grey pale buff interior, apple-green glaze exterior; decoration
done apparently with six-toothed fork or comb; definitely HG.

15. Sherd of jug; grey, pink interior; green glaze exterior; girth-grooves common at
HG; cf. Bristol Castle Well, nos. 5 and 6.

Layer 2 contained 2 jug sherds of fine cream ware, and a coarse orange sherd similar
to one from layer 5.

Layer 1 contained 14 sherds with an import of Group 4; they are of similar types to
the layers below except for no. 16, which may well be of later date.
16. Rim sherd; hard well-fired purplish-red, with dark grey core.

17—22 are from Pit 7 (S 3, Fic. g). From this pit, evenly distributed through both
layers of the filling, came 100 sherds, including 11 imports of Groups 2, g and 4,
4 Selsley Common sherds, 2 sherds of HG cooking-pots, and the rest of glazed jugs;
among these last are about a dozen which are probably not from HG, including
nos. 19 and 20.

17. Rim sherd; grey gritty ware with traces of yellowish-green glaze on top of rim,
and oblique slashing on shoulder. cf. Selsley Common, Fig. 2, nos. 1—4.

18. Sherd of ware similar to 17, green glaze; Selsley Common fabric.

19. Rim and handle, shoulder and base sherds, probably from same jug; pink
off-white ware, near to quality of coarser import, and probably a copy of them;
not HG, border-line import.

20. Rim sherd of jug, with bevel rim, ware as 19 with grey core; border-line import.

21. Sherd from lower part of jug with base of handle; grey ware, buff interior, green
glaze exterior with applied strip of dark brown paste; the use of strips of -
different coloured clay is not so far known at HG.

22. Sherd of jug, grey ware, cream exterior, applied strip and pellet of dark brown
paste, probably not HG.

23-34 are from Pit 9. From this pit came 248 sherds, including 49 imports of Groups
1-5, 15 sherds of Selsley Common ware (including the foot of a tripod pitcher) 11 of
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HG cooking-pots, the rest being sherds of glazed jugs, of which about one-quarter
are of finer ware than HG.,

23.

24.
25.

20.
27.

28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

33.
34-

Rim, shoulder and handle sherds of bridge-spouted jug; hole made from inside,
grey, buff interior, high-gloss green glaze on exterior; darker green pads either
side of spout, and vertical incised decoration down neck; blobs of glaze are on
rim of spout; they have run down when the jug was fired in an inverted position.
The spout is of the raised type probably copying the imported jugs of this type.
This may be from HG; cf. CVL. MP. 63 (late 13th-early 14th).

Large handle sherd, dark grey, reddish surfaces, glaze exterior patchy; not HG.
Handle sherd; grey, light surfaces, green glaze both sides, decoration very
common at HG. .

Sherd of jug, dark grey, green glaze exterior, applied strip with diamond stamp
decoration; this sherd can be directly paralleled at HG.

Rim of sherd of jug; fine cream ware with some grits, green glaze exterior; not
HG; ‘border-line’ import; cf. Back Hall, r16. 8, no. 6 (import).

Rim sherd of bottle, grey, lighter surfaces, green glaze exterior, not HG.
Section of platter (may be oval ‘fish-dish’); grey, buff exterior; green glaze
inside, cf. CVL, MP. 51 (mid-late 13th); definitely HG.

Lid, sherd; grey, orange-buff interior, green glaze exterior; may be HG.

Sherd with perforations of unknown use; red with dark brown glaze both sides.
‘Incipient face’, grey, orange internal surface, dark green glaze outside. The
development of these into faces (or conversely, a degeneration) is illustrated by,
examples from CVL, MP. 85 and 86. This form has not been seen at HG, though
the thumb-pressed pads on the rim are common there (see also Pagan’s Hill).
Ape-like face; pale grey, pink surfaces, green glaze; free-standing faces on jug
rims have been found at HG.

Sherds of jug, pale grey, buff interior, pale green glaze exterior, with strips of
dark brown paste with rosette on junction. Rosettes of this type at the end of
spirals have been found at HG, together with other elaborate plastic decoration,
including animal and anthropomorphic forms, but the fabric of this sherd is not
typical.

35—38 are from Pit 23 (S 6, layer 4, F1G. 8) in a group of 16 sherds with one import of
group 3, including sherds of Selsley Common and HG cooking-pots and glazed sherds
of HG and possibly of other types. No. 38 is the only one of its type on the site, and
might be of later 14th century or even later date.

35-
36.

37.

38.

Base-sherd of jug; grey, buff-pink interior, patchy green glaze on exterior;
thumb-pressed bases are common at HG.

Fragment probably of rod-handle with ‘leaf’ decoration; grey, green glaze; top
of leaf dark brown, lower part clay as rest.

Handle, cable-pattern, plaited from rods of grey clay with patchy green glaze;
plaited handles are rare, though examples occur at Oxford ¢. 1200 and later
{cf. well at St. John’s College, Oxoniensia, xv (1950), 47-50, Fig. 16, 3-5, and
Oriel College, Antig. Fourn., xxx1x (1959), 260, Fig. 17). They may be derived
from Saxo-Norman examples, cf. Humberstone, handle in Stamford ware, no. 1,
and others from Stamford, see J. G. Hurst in Proc. Cambridge Antiq. Soc., L (1957),
55, Fig. 4, 2 and 4. One similar example was found at Back Hall; it was un-
stratified, and not illustrated by K.J.B.

Rim and shoulder of cooking-pot, body turning in sharply, brown with olive-green
glaze applied patchily on inside of rim and in spots on outside; not HG.
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Pit 22. In this pit, with 2 imports of group 4, were other sherds including a base
similar to no. 35, a sherd with applied strips similar to no. 34, and the rim sherd of a
jug similar to no. 1, but with the pattern just below the top of the rim on the outside.
The rest of the sherds were in higher levels and their provenances are individually
described.

39. Rim, shoulder and base sherds of cooking-pot, dark grey ware, brown surfaces;
girth-grooves; knife-trimmed on lower part of body; typical HG cooking-pot,
cf. no. 13 (From Cut E, S 5, lower part of layer 5, with post-medieval sherds.)

Posi-14ih Century

40. Rim and body sherds probably of deep bowl; off-white of a greenish tinge in a
coarse sandy ware, probably ‘biscuit’; this vessel dates the destruction layer 6
(S 6, F16. 8), which overlies the medieval layers and is associated with the first
rebuilding of wall 19. The only associated sherd was a small handle in hard
purplish-red ware as no. 16. A similar sherd to the last was found in layer 5 above,
associgted with sherds of hard grey porridgy ware with patchy black glaze and a
sherd of stoneware of the later 15th—16th centuries; it is only in layer 1 above
that clay pipes were found, with the glass shown in r16. 14. It is likely that the
whole group including no. 40 belongs to the 15th—16th centuries A.D.

THE IMPORTED POTTERY

The sherds have been examined by Mr G. C. Dunning, B.sc.,
F.S.A., and the following report is based on his notes.

There are 96 sherds which are considered to be of imported vessels;
the majority are easily distinguishable from native pottery, particularly
by their fine pale fabric, and by the light green glaze; the technical
aspects of the more obvious distinctions have been mentioned by Mr
K. J. Barton in the Back Hall report (p. 268). But the imported vessels
were extensively copied, and successfully, in the native kilns, and it is
difficult to be sure whether some of the sherds are imported or not.
Such border-line cases are 3B below, which has a fabric containing
some grit and a more ‘native-looking’ glaze, but has a characteristic
S-section; and no. 27 in the native pottery described above (pp. 238-
ZI%IQ) which is also gritty, but is similar in form to an import from Back

all.

The sherds have been divided into 5 groups by Mr Dunning, and
are shown in FI1G. 12 grouped in this way. (See note by Mr Dunning on
imports into the Bristol District in CVL, in connection with CVL, MP.

52.)

Group 1

Fourteen sherds of Polychrome Ware (late 13th century). There are 10 sherds with
green painted bands (stippled in drawings) on parts of leaves (1B at base of handle)
outlined in dark brown (black in drawings); 2 of these (1D and E) have bright green
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paint on the inside, as'well as the usnal painting outside.! There is also a base with
green band (1F) pierced with small holes made from the lower side before firing, an
unparalleled feature; and a handle (1A).

IR

8 ‘ B
1A aﬂv
— Gy <

INCHES 6

Fig. 12

FIG, 12

1A. Handle fragment; smooth off-white, slightly pink in section; transparent glaze
on both sides; the handle has an S-shaped section, with the edge folded over;
this is a characteristic feature of the imported handles, see also 2A, 3A and 3B,
though not 4A.

1B. Sherd near base of handle; off-white with transparent glaze on exterior, and
decoration.

1C. Sherd; off-white, pink section, transparent glaze exterior, and decoration.
1D and 1E; as 1C with high-gloss bright green glaze on interior.

1 Cf. Stonar, Arch. Cantiana, L1v, 60, F1G. 6.
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1F. Part of base; off-white, with spots of pale green glaze on base and green band
above foot-ring; the clay of the foot-ring is spread over slightly onto base; the
sherd has 4 small holes pierced before firing.
(For 1B to 1E, cf. Back Hall, F1G. g9, no. 2.)

Group 2

Thirty sherds, overall green glaze or paint outside, and extending down inside rim
and neck; 3 sherds have green on the inside also. The base sherd (2H) has also green
on both surfaces, and a raised foot-ring, for which there is no parallel. Overall green
jugs are contemporary with polychromes (late 15th) and extend into the early 14th
century. For types represented by these sherds, see Arch., 83, 133, Fig. 14, d and e.

24. Handle fragment; grey-white ware, pale green glaze on both sides.

2B. Rim sherd with top of handle; pink off-white, with green glaze inside and out.

2C. Rim sherd, ware as 2B, glaze on inside to just below rim; cf. Bristol Castle Well,
no. 1. .

2D. Rim sherd, with rounded top, otherwise as 2C.

2E. Rim sherd, as 2C, with bifurcation where bridged spout begins.

2F. Fragment of spout, glazed on inside, but on outside only on rim.

2G. Base fragment; ware as 2B, glaze only on outside down to top of foot-ring.

2H. Base fragment; off-white, olive-green glaze both sides.

Group 3

Thirty-five sherds of green-glazed jugs with bridge-spouts; the glaze is dark green
and mottled on a ware similar to polychrome, but thicker. Complete specimens have
been found in recent excavations in Southampion. 2 body sherds have horizontal groov-
ng, as on a barrel-shaped jug from Cardiff (Arck., 83, 118, plate xxvii, left).

34. Handle sherd; buff off-white with greyish core; buff surfaces with spots of
glaze on outside.

3B. Handle sherd; gritty pink off-white, with ‘native-looking’ glaze all over outside
and patchy on 1inside.

3C. Rim and handle sherd; pink off-white, with small patches of green glaze.

3D. Base sherd; pink off-white, with green glaze only on upper part of sherd.

3E. Base sherd; pale grey with dark olive glaze on outside only.

3F. Base sherd; pale grey with traces of green glaze on outside.

3G. Base sherd; buff off-white with greyish core; patches of green glaze on outside
which have ‘run’; this is either from a very large pan'of base diameter exceeding
15 inches, or part of an oval dish. Wheel-marks are clear on the inside, suggesting
a circular form,

Group 4

Fourteen sherds of Western French ware, fine white-buff ware, sparsely green-glazed
in spots. There are bridge-spouted jugs as Group 3, but smaller and more ovoid in
shape; complete examples have been found at Southampton.

44. Base sherd, off-white, blue-grey core; spots of glaze.
¢B. Handle fragment; pale grey, spots of glaze.

Group 5
Three sherds of Western French ware, good quality yellow and light green glaze.

54, Rim sherd, with neck-section similar to that of polychrome wares; pink
off-white ware with band of brown slip on neck.
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5B. Body sherd, off-white with thick brown slip, crossed by sloping grooves cut
through the slip to expose the body colour in sgraffifo technique; this may be
part of a shield; cf. the upper part of a jug of pinkish-buff ware with white rosette
and central brown disc, from Llantwit Major, Glam., Bull. Board Celtic Studies,
x1v, plate iv, 328, Fig. 10, 16.

The third sherd in Group 5 is a body sherd from the lower part of a jug, oﬂ'—whlte
w1th yellow-green crackled glaze.

Distribution

The imported sherds occur in nearly all levels, and are evenly distributed as
between groups 1-5; for instance, Pit g contains sherds-of all five groups, Pit 7 of
Groups 2—4. The numbers of sherds of groups 1 and 5 are, however, insufficient to

draw any conclusions from their absence in Pit 7.

ProveENANCES OF IMPORTED SHERDs (U/S—unstratified)

Mark on
Fig. poliery
IA 17A
1B 17A
1C qC
1D 17A
1E 1DE
F U/s
2A 1DE
2B 9D
2C 9A
2D I7A
2k 9A
2F U/S
2G 9A
2H 1DE
3A 9C
3B F
3C 7H
3D 17A
3E 17A
.3F 23B
3G 11B
4A 7B
4B 17A
5A 9A
5B 17A

Feature .

Pit g
Pitg
Pit g
Pit g

Pitg
Pitg
Pit g
Pit g
Pit g

Pit g
Above
Drain 25
Pit 7
Pitg
Pit g
Pit 23
Pit g

Pit 7

Pit g

Pit g
Pitg

Section
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Near base
Near base
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Near base

Near base
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Rubble
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Top
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surface of
floor 5
Rubble

Near base
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The provenances of the non-illustrated pieces are as follows:—

Group 1 S2,layers 4-6; Pit g, S4, layer 3; S6, layer 7.

Group 2 Sz2,layers 4-6; Pit 7, S 3, layers 1 and 2; Pit g, S2, layer 3.

Group 3 S5, layers 1, 2; S6, layer 3, Pit 7, S3, layers 1 and 2; Pit 9. S2, layer 3;
$6, layer 2; Pit 23, S0, layer 4.

Group 4 Si1, layer 1; S5, layers 1 and 2; S$6, layers 1 and 2; S2, layers 4-6; Pit 7,
layer 1, top; Pit 9, S2, layer g; Drain 22 filling.

Group 5 81, layer 4.

INCHES 6

Fig. 13

Roor Crests oF PoTTERY

Sixty-nine fragments were found, all in layers associated with
imported pottery and those above, i.e. in contexts of late 1gth—14th-
century date and later. Their absence in the levels of A.p. 1200-1275
(S 5, layers 6-8, and S 1, layers 5 and 6) may be fortuitous; but their
occurrence at CV.L was also limited to contexts of the late 13th century
and later; see also Burroww Mump (pp. 125—7) and Kidwelly (p. 119) for
West Country examples, and Oxoniensia, 16 (1951), pp. 86—7 for those in
the Oxford Region. Three representative examples are described below,
and 1llustrated in FIG. 13.

FIG. I§

42. % in. thick, partly glazed in orange and green on a hard orange ware; crest
acutely knife-cut, with deep holes on one side; cf. CVL, MP. 106. (Pit g, S4,
layer 3.) _

43. $-% in. thick; hard grey with brown surfaces and green/brown glaze; applied
strips § in. wide, thumb-pressed ; arranged crossing down length of side, possibly
in imitation of thatch cross-stringing (several, illustrated one from Pit 23, S5,

layer 4).
44. Coarse dark grey, buff surfaces, patchy green glaze; crest knife-cut into triangle
as shown (Pit 9, S 2, layer 3.)
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INCHES

Fig. 14
OBjECTS OF STONE ’ :
" (kindly identified geologically by Dr F. S. WALLIs, .G.s.) B

- .. Bath Stoné (oolitic limestone) :—T'wo fragments from rubble near top of pit 23
each about g inches long, one fragment from S 1, layer 5, fragment of carved,.
capital g inches long, broken at both ends, fluted one side, other side rough; among
stones by south-east corner of western arched recess (r16. 14, no. 5).
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Hones
1. Rectangular section, {§ in. by } in.; length 2 in. extant, broken both ends; from
medieval layers at base of western recess (S 2, layers 4-6).
Macro: A bluish-grey micaceous sandstone.

Micro: A sandstone with quartz, mica and micaceous cement.
A micaceous sandstone (no. 1o62!)

2. Flattened egg-shaped in section 1} in. by 1 in.; length 5% in., rounded at both
ends; from pit 9. (S'2, base of layer 3).

Macro: A bluish-grey schist.
Micro: Consists of very small grains of quartz and mica.
A fine-grained micaceous schist (no. 1061?).

Slate. Eleven fragments were found from pit g, pit 23 (base), pit 7, soil above pit 23,

and layer 5 on the slope in cut B (S 1); one piece was identified as micaceous slate
slate from the Coal Measures, of local origin.

BonE
Bone fragments were few; they included part of an ox skull with
horn cones (from cut B, layer 5, S 1) and fish bones from (a) the soil
above pit 23, and (b) from pit 7. The latter have been kindly examined

by Mrs A. J. Martin, of the Fish Section, British Museum (Natural
History) who identified them as :—

(a) Part of the right cleithrum of a cod, Gadus callarias L.
(b) An anterior abdominal vertebra of a Gadid fish, probably of the cod.

PosT-MEDIEVAL GLASS AND SHERDS

(see also coarse sherds, p. 242)

These have been examined by Mr H. Schubart, Director of the
City Art Gallery, Bristol, to whom I am indebted for the dating and

descriptions below; all are from the soil above pit 23 (S 6, layer 1),
FIG. 14, NOS. I-3.

1. Custard cup of pale green glass, discoloured, brown in places; with thumb piece;
late 17th—early 18th century.

2. Basal fragment of wine glass, colourless, with rolled edge; Venetian style, late
16th—17th century.

3. Rim and shoulder of a glass bottle, greenish, probably a water flask of late
17th—early 18th century.

There are also (not illustrated) sherds of tin glazed earthenware, including the
rim sherd of a chamber pot and sherds of combed slip ware of the 17th—18th century.

Gal 1 Petrological Reports by Stone Axe sub-committee of South-western Group of Museums and Art
alleries.
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S N R

Cray Tosacco Pipes
Bowl with stamp GE on circle on side of bowl (F14), (F16. 14, no. 4).
Bowl similar (also from F14).
Bowl slightly smaller than above (no stamp), (soil above pit 23, S 6, layer 1).
Fragment of bowl, similar to 1 (prov. as 3).
Fragment of bowl, similar to 1, but shorter spur with flattened base (prov. as 3).
All are of OSWALD Class 9A (a.D. 1680-1730)—a West Country type, probably

made in Bristol (Arch. News Letter, vol. 5, no. 12, 1955).

‘ MORTAR
Samples have been deposited at the City Museum, Bristol; they

have not been analysed, but a description of each is given below:—

I,

S B A ol

Back

Off-white, charcoal flecks, fine gravel, coarse sand, fine lime, finished in white
on some pieces. Traces of straw on back of one piece; similar to stucco from
Town Wall (p. 228), (from lowest layer by wall 19, S 6, layer 7, pit 9, pit7 and
pit 23, base).

Off-white, more compact, some yellow, white-faced. (Soil above drain 25).
White, almost pure lime, smooth surfaces, 1 in. thick (middle of pit 7).
Brownish-red with white flecks (pit g, middle).

Pink, with lime and charcoal flecks (pit g, middle).

Grey-white, black flecks, hard. (Drain 22).

Slightly pink-white, charcoal flecks, white-faced. (Lowest soil by wall 19.)

Coarse off-white and yellow with large charcoal and lime flecks. (Top courses
of wall 19, above red clay, and pit 23, layer 2, S 6). Samples were also taken of
stucco from main wall between arched recesses, and of the mortar from the wall
core itself (a mixed sample).

PuBLicaTiIONS REFERRED TO

Hall K. J. Barton, ‘Excavations near Back Hall, Bristol, 1958’
Trans. BGAS, pp. 251-286 in this volume.

Burrow Mump H. St. George Gray, ‘Burrow Mump’, Proc. Som. Arch. Soc.,

vol. 85 (1939).

Bristol Castle Well K. J. Barton, ‘A Group of Medieval Pottery from the Bristol

Castle Well (1879)°, Trans. BGAS, Lxxvint pp. 169—74.

Buicombe E. M. Jope in “T40, Barrow and Windmill at Butcombe,
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Somerset’, Proc. Univ. Bristol Spel. Soc., vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 95-6.

P. A. Rahtz and E. Greenfield, ‘Excavations at Chew Valley
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1 The grouping of pieces from different features under one description does not guarantee their
contemporaneity in the absence of scientific analysis.
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(Published with the aid of a subvention from the Ministry of Works—Ed.)
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