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Chandeliers

in Gloucestershire Churches

By ROBERT SHERLOCK

chandeliers that belong to the period when candles were

still the accepted form of lighting, and at least seventeen
others formerly did so. The high number is partly to be explained by
the nearness of Bristol, which was already a manufacturing centre
by 1701. Until this date, all chandeliers worthy of the name probably
had to come from London. This is known to be so of those acquired
in 1663 for Gloucester Cathedral. After this date, Bristol makers
became the chief suppliers, but they never completely ousted their
London rivals. -
Most Bristol-made chandeliers can be classified according to
style, and the styles represented in Gloucestershire are as follows:

GLOUCESTERSHIRE, has fourteen churches possessing

I-II. All have similar dove finials.! The body between the finial and the main
globe consists of trays for branches and smaller globes alternately.
Suspension-rings are columned.

I. Branches are similar with ends beneath the pans everted. Sockets are
mainly cylindrical, and the suspension-ring has two projections.

II. The suspension-rings are all the same, 4} in. high, and the trays for the
branches are also the same, 73 in. diameter.

III. These are signed by Roger Rice of Bristol and have the same cherub
finial, the same trefoil suspension-ring, the same branches and the same
sections of gadrooning without fluting.

IV. Branches are serpentine, sockets have scalloped nozzles, and there is
an acorn moulding below the finial or where one would be.

SurvIvING CHANDELIERS

Each entry begins with a basic description: first the diameter,
given in inches, of the widest part of the body—either a globe or the
collar to a globe—then the number and arrangement of the branches,
and finally the inscription where there is one. Discussion is chiefly

1 Concise Encyclopaedia of Antiques, 1v, p. 194, fig. 8.
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concerned with the question where the chandeliers were made. The
~word, ‘group’, has a special significance and is used only to describe
chandeliers attributed to a single workshop.

CIRENCESTER—Navel

A pair. 94 (north) and g9} (south). 2 tiers of 8. THOMAS STEVENS AND
WILLIAM HILL CHVRCHWARDENS. 1701.

The wardens® named in the inscription incurred the following
expenses in 1700-2:

Item Paid for the Branches to Mr John Spooner ... 24 12 ©
Item Paid Wm Clarke for worke at y¢ School & Irons for
y¢ Branches ... 1 19 6

Ttem Paid Robt Meddus for Glldlng ye Trons for ye Branches o 14 o

In the same period, the wardens sold for £6 6s. a brass eagle-
lectern that weighed 1 cwt. 2 qrs. 10lb. This may have been in
part-exchange for the chandeliers.

John Spooner, who supplied the chandeliers, was a brassfounder
of Bristol, who died late in 1703. The only other chandelier, attribu-
table to him, is at Cherhill, Wiltshire (¢. 1702).> Here the branches are
of Bristol Style I, but at Cirencester, the sole indication of Bristol
origin is the design of the body below the finial. Otherwise, affinities
are closer with what is thought or known to be London work. The
cherub-heads between the upper branches are like those at Lynsted,
Kent (1686), and the suspension-ring with stylized dolphin-masks
is like that at Canterbury Cathedral (1685).* The finial is a spread-
eagle, and this was a motif already in use in London by 1629-30.°
On the other hand, the tritons between the lower branches are
without authenticated English parallel, and so, too, the branches,
. which have the combination of human-heads and fish-heads. These
branches are, in fact, of Dutch design, and they are similar to those
of the chandelier shown in Vermeer’s painting, ‘A Painter in his
Studio’, which dates from about 1666.¢ It i1s possible that the
Cirencester chandeliers are a direct copy of Dutch work, but it would
be more in keeping with later practice if they were a copy of some lost
London-made example of the early seventeenth century, itself a copy
of Dutch work.

1 Wiltshire Arch. Mag., Lvn, plate ii.

2 Accounts at Gloucestershlre Records Office.

3 Wiltshire Arch. Mag., Lvn, plate i.
. 4C. C. Oman, 4rch. Fnl., xcm, plate i.

5 A chandelier of this date at London, Allhallows the Great, had a finial, referred to as a ‘spread
Eagle in wardens’ accounts for 1632-3 (Gulldhall MS. 818/1).

® Vermeer: The Paintings, pub. Phaidon Press, plate 58.
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CHANDELIERS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHURCHES

CIRENCESTER—St. Catherine’s Chapel

4%. 1 tier of 6. THE GIFT OF MR HERBERT MASTER. Sparrow Fecit
2 1716. ‘

This is a smaller version of the chandeliers in the nave. The
branches are 51m11ar, but there are none of the subsidiary ornaments,
and the finial is a cherub-head instead of an eagle.

The maker was probably the same as Aaron Sparrow who cast
a brass for a bell in 1716-8 and who supplied ‘branches’ for 12s. in
1718-21. He was presumably someone local that he should have been
employed for such a succession of minor works.

The donor would have been Herbert Master of Clrencester
Doctor of Physic. His son, Charles, was apprenticed to a freeman of
the London Founders’ Company in 1704, and it may have been
this contact with those who made chandeliers that influenced the
fathcr in his choice of gift.

IRON ACTON—Nave (PLATE V)

11}. 2 tiers of 7. GILES LORINGE WILLIAM PAYNE CHURCH-WARDENS.
1725. Bristol Style II.

The branches here are a copy of the London design represented
by the lower tier at Newland. These branches are the same as those
at Kingswood and Marshfield. Other castings the same are the finial
and the sockets. The plain unmoulded collar round the globe is
similar to that at Marshfield, and the wardens’ Christian names have
flourishes to the initial letters similar to those at Axbrldge, Somerset

(1730).

KINGSWOQOD—Chancel?

. 2 tiers of 7. THE GIFT OF RICHARD BLINCO DISTILLER IN BRISTOL,
1723 Bristol Style II.

The gift of the chandelier coincided with the rebuilding of the
church. Cost of carriage was borne by the wardens, as appears from
"an item in their accounts for 1722—3:3

for Bringing y¢ Branch and ye Stone Cross att ye End of ,
the Church ... a 5 6

1 Guildhall MS. 6340/2.
2 CYB (Connoisseur Year Book), 1959, plate 26.
2 At Gloucestershire Records Office.
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LECHLADE—Nave (PLATE VI)

13. 2 tiers of 8. THE GIFT OF MR RICHARD AINGE. ANNO DOMINI.
MDCCXXX.

To answer the question where this chandelier was made it will
be necessary to consider the whole association of groups to which it
belongs. This consists of four groups whose common characteristic is
the domed trumpet section that is the dominant feature, sometimes
duplicated, of the body above the globe. The finial frequently takes
the form of a bishop’s mitre. The branches, always of angular section,
are stepped between the two curves, and the sections into which they
hook, instead of being simple trays, are so moulded as to be integrated
with the rest of the body. The groups are as follows:

1. Oxford, Queen’s College (1721), Shrivenham, Berkshire (1726), Ashby-
de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire (1735), Oxford, All Saints (undated), and
Haverfordwest, St. Mary, Pembrokeshire (undated).!

2. Meldreth, Cambridgeshire, originally Cambridge, St. Benedict (1725).
3. Brightwell, Berkshire (1728-g), Lechlade and Walton-upon-Trent,
Derbyshire, originally Peterborough, St. John Baptist (1734). .

4. Little Coxwell, Berkshire, originally Faringdon (1729), Wantage, Berkshire
(1732—3), Alcester, Warwickshire (1733), Cricklade, St. Sampson,
Wiltshire (1733), Ramsbury, Wiltshire (1751), and Langtoft, Lincolnshire
(1759).2

At one time, it was believed that chandeliers of Groups 1, 3 and
4, because they are concentrated in the South Midlands, were mainly,
if not entirely, made there.®* Now, however, for the reasons that
follow, London seems more likely:

a, Distribution is national and less concentrated in the South Midlands than
originally supposed. )

b. Typologically, the groups do not conform to the national, that is to say the
main London series. Nevertheless, individual features, notably the polygonal
globes of Groups 1 and 2, are often in keeping with London tradition.

c. At Deane, Lancashire,* a chandelier made in Wigan in 1737-8, has domed
trumpet sections, and branches similar to those at Brightwell and of earlier
members of Group 4. At Bourne, Lincolnshire,® a chandelier made probably
locally in 1742, has a domed trumpet section and branches similar to those
at Lechlade and Walton-upon-Trent. To this extent, Groups 3 and 4 were
copied by provincial makers, and only if they were of London origin may .
they be expected to have gained such widespread recognition.

* Now removed but recorded in photograph hanging in church.

2 The design at Langtoft is copied on. a reduced scale at Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, where
the chandelier is a memorial to one who died in 1905.

3 The Connoisseur, December 1956, p. 240.  Wiltshire Arch. Mag., Lvu, p. 377.

4 CYB, 1959, plate 22.

¢ CYB, 1959, plate 27.

122



CHANDELIERS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE CHURCHES

d. Cost of carrying the chandelier to Brightwell, when it was acquired in

" 1728-9, was 6s.! This is about equivalent with the 4s. per cwt. charged

for the carriage of the nearby chandelier at Wantage in 1711.2 Both may

be presumed to have come a similar distance, and as the one at Wantage:
probably came from London, the same is so of that at Brightwell.

The chandelier at Lechlade has globe and pendant like those at
Brightwell (pLATE vi1), and is almost identical with that at Walton-
upon-Trent.? The only castings that do not recur at the latter are the
globe and pendant and the section to receive the upper branches.
‘The special characteristic of all three chandeliers is that the sections
into which the branches hook are solid, instead of being of double
thickness at the point where the holes for the hooks are.

The Lechlade chandelier was a bequest and is thus referred to in
the donor’s will, proved 12 February 1730/1:4

Item I give the Sume of twenty pounds to buy a branch of Brasse Candlesticks
to be hanged up in the Parish Church of Letchlad aforesaid.

MARSHFIELD—Chancel®

113. 2 tiers of 7. MARK HARVARD AND EDWARD TILEY CHURCH-
WARDENS. 1725/6. Bristol Style II.

This is almost identical with the chandelier at Iron Acton.

NEWLAND(*)—Nave (PLATE IX)

11§. 2 tiers of 6.

At Lincoln, St. Mary-le-Wigford (1720), Kemsing, Kent, and
Thame, Oxfordshire, is a group of chandeliers which seem from their
_distribution and style to have been made in London. The chandelier
at Newland is very similar to those at Kemsing (pLATE viu), and
Thame;¢ the branches, scrolls and dove finial are the same, and so
is the number of branches and scrolls and the size of the globe. It
differs, however, in two significant details: first the suspension-ring
is smaller and secondly the mouldings above the globe are carinated.
Neither difference can be justified by practical or aesthetic require-
ments, and they perhaps represent an arbitrary whim imposed by

(*) Parish records referred to are wardens’ accounts at the church, seen in each case through the
kind co-operation of the incumbent.

! Wardens’ accounts at Berkshire Record Office. :

2 Ibid. There are two chandeliers at Wantage: this one and that of Group 4.
3 CIB, 1962, plate 26.

4 In Prerogative Court of Canterbury (23 Isham).

5 CYB, 1958, plate 20.

6 The Connoisseur, December 1956, plate 2.
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necessity. Such would arise if the Newland chandelier were made
by someone who was copying the Lincoln group and using the same
patterns for the branches, scrolls and finial, but had to rely on himself
when it came to casting the other parts.

The chandelier dates from 1724-5, which is when the warden
for Coleford tithing incurred the following expense:

pd the Carryer for y¢ Carriage of the Candle stick ... <. . O 10 2

The accounts of the other two wardens for 1724~5 have not
survived, so whether other payments were made is not -known. The
cost of carriage is consistent with the chandelier having come from
London, and this in turn is consistent with the apparent use of London
patterns for the branches, scrolls and finial.

NORTH CERNEY(*)—Before south transept screen
2%. 1 tier of 3.

The chandelier is very small, and it cannot be expected to be
closely similar to any of normal size. The branches are stepped between
the curves, the suspension-ring is trefoiled, and the body section
has been cast in two halves and then soldered together. All these
features it has in common with Group 4 of the association, to which
the chandelier at Lechlade belongs. It may, in fact, belong to this
group and in any case is likely to be a London product.

The churchwardens’ accounts for 1737-8 record the chandelier’s
acquisition: ' ‘

Paid for Sconces in Bellfry, & Weight &c ...

o 13 ©
Do for putting up y¢ Branch of Sconces & y¢ Candle Box
& Lock o 2 o

- The chandelier was moved to its present position after the First
World War. Before, it was in the ringing-chamber of the tower,* and
this is where it was evidently intended.

There are other chandeliers in the church, but none is in its
original setting. The one at the east end of the nave, resembling
examples at Totnes, Devon (1701), and Walpole St. Peter, Norfolk
(¢c. 1701), was bought at Cheltenham by Mr. W. I. Croome in 1925.

1 Information kindly given by Mr. W, I. Croome. , .
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PAINSWICK—Tower arch

6}. 1 tier of 6. The Gift of the Society of Ringers Anno 1734 whose Names are under
Written. Thos Winn. Chls Hill. Sam! Symons. Richd White. Thos Hulbert. Stept
Wood. Edwd Shatford. Jo» Merrett. Edwd Whitehead. Jos Northen. Geog Viner.
Jon Bryan. Richd Butler.

This illustrates, on a small scale, the typical chandelier being
made in London between 1729 and 1737.! The style is derived from
that represented at Newland, but has now developed to a stage where
the globe is flattened and has a double curve at top and bottom,
there is a trumpet moulding above, and the branches are of circular
section. Sometimes, branches end in multiple scrolls, as at Newland,
but at Painswick and Rothwell, Northamptonshlre (1733),2 open
spirals take their place.

The original purpose of this chandelier would have been, as at
North Cerney, to light the ringers. At Totnes, Devon,?® there is a
chandelier, given by the thlrteen ringers in 1732, which was specifically
‘for the ringers use for ever’.

STONE(*)—Nave (PLATE X)
83%. 1 tier of 8. Bristol Style IV.

This needs to be compared with the pair at Walcot Somerset
(1754).* The Stone chandelier is smaller. Consequently, there is no
finial and the serpent-heads at the ends of the branches are so small
that they have had to be stylized beyond recognition. However, the
trefoil suspension-ring, the foliated pans, the two sections of gadrooning
‘are the same. The branches are similar and so, also, the foliated plates
behind the bosses into which the branches hook. There is another
chandelier of this style at Croscombe, Someérset, originally Wells,
St. Cuthbert (undated),® and a fifth is now in America (1764).¢ All
are so distinctive as to be probably the'work of a single maker.

The purchase of the chandelier was promoted by John Jenkins
of Berkeley, yeoman, whose will, proved 18 May 1754,7 included the
clause:

Item I Give and Bequeath One Branch to be put up and .remain in the said
Church at Stone.

1 Compare those at ngwood Hampshire (1729), and Westbourne, Sussex (1737).
2 CYB, 1958, plate g.

3 CYB, 1958, plate 27.

¢ Formerly at Uffington, Berkshire. CYB, 1958, plate 24.

5 Oman, op. cit., plate xvi. CYB, 1960, plate 26.

¢ Oman, op. cit., plate xvii. )

7 At Gloucester Cxty Libraries.
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A vestry meeting was held on 14 April 1762 ‘for and toowards
buying a New Candlestick’, when £g 18s. was available for the purpose.
Of this sum, £2 2s5. was the bequest of John Jenkins, and the balance
the gift of fourteen subscribers. How the money was spent is recorded
in a statement, dated 13 August following:

paid for the Candlestick as by rect ... 8 8 o
To the Carriage of Do . o 1 6
To the Iron work 341b at 6d 017 o0
To the Guilding and painting . 0 4 0
The pulpit, which dates from 1755, has a pair of matching

candlesticks.

TETBURY—Nave (PLATE XI)

A pair. 16%. 3 tiers of 12. No inscription, but shield-of-arms of Savage.

Tetbury shares with Colyton, Devon,! the otherwise unrivalled
distinction of having not just one, but two chandeliers of the largest
size possible. Those at Tetbury seem from their general style to be
of London make, and they embody, largely if not entirely as the
result of copying, various features associated with London work.
The foliated gadrooning of the pendant is like that at Whitby, York-
shire (1769); the five flames of the finial are like those at Fleet,
Lincolnshire (1789) ; and the bottom and centre branches are like those
at Southwell, Nottinghamshire (1769). The placing of a decorated urn
below the finial is repeated at Ruabon, Denbighshire (1781). To this -
extent, individual features at Tetbury can be paralleled, but there is
no parallel for the way in which they are combined.

The chandeliers presumably date from 1781, which is when the
rebuilding of Tetbury church was completed. If so, the reason why
they are engraved with the arms of Savage is no doubt because they
were given by the Rev. John Savage who inherited the family
possessions in 1773 and died in 1803.2

In the 1gth century, the chandeliers were. hangmg in their present
positions, and they were already missing the handles that the pendant
terminals are drilled to receive.? By the 1g920s, they were in such poor
condition due to gas fumes that they had to be taken down. The
bodies and branches found their way to the gallery, and the sockets
and pans to a sack in the basement of the tower. Eventually, in 1952,

1 CYB, 1961, plate 2.
2 For descent see A. T. Lee, History of the Town and Parish of Tetbury, p. 236.
3 Photographs at the church.
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the chandeliers were restored and lacquered by W. F. Knight of
Wellingborough, and re-hung. Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. E. F. Morrison-Bell
bore the cost of the work as a thank-offering for their Golden Wedding.?

WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN—Chancel?
- A pair. 93. 2 tiers of 7. Bristol Style II.

The date of this pair is not known, but they are likely to be
contemporary with that at Axbridge (1730).* The branches are the
same as the centre and top ones at Axbridge, and the finial is the
same as that at Iron Acton.

WICKWAR—Chancel (PLATE X1v)

10f. g tiers of 6. THE GIFT OF MR TAMES WILKINS TO Ye¢ PARISH OF
WICKWARR. 17%28. Bristol Style I.

Apart from the body below the finial and the number of branches
to each tier, this chandelier is identical with that at the Unitarian
Chapel at Taunton, Somerset (1728).4 At Wickwar, there are open-
work plates between the bottom and centre branches, but at Taunton
these are missing.

The chandelier fulfils the wishes of the donor, as expressed in
his will, proved 24 July 1729:%

Item I give to the Minister of the parish of Wickwarr aforesaid the Sume of
twelve pounds to be laid out in buying a Candlestick to be Sett up in the Said
parish Church for the use of the said parish forever and on which Candlestick
I will that my Name be Inscribed as the giver thereof.

WINCHCOMB—Nave’
13}. 2 tiers of 8. The Gift of JNO MERRYMAN to Winchcomb Church. 1753.

Judged by the uncollared globe and the tier of plain scrolls, this
chandelier would be dated to before 1715, and the way in which the
branches hook into trays would confirm that it was earlier than 1740.
The only features that suggest the true date are the suspension-ring
and the branches. The earliest recorded instance of this form of

1 Information kindly given by Mr. W. I. Croome and others.
2 CYB, 1961, plate 4.

3 CYB, 1960, plate 7.

¢ CTB, 1960, plate g.

5 Congise Encyclopaedia of Antiquesy v, p. 191, fig. 2.

¢ In Prerogative Court of Canterbury (217 Abbott).

7 CYB, 1961, plate 18.

127



TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1962

" suspension-ring is at Hadlow, Kent (1739),' and of this form of branch
at Framlingham, Suffolk (1742).* To this extent, the Winchcomb
chandelier 1incorporates current London de51gns but the general
style is more archaic and the detail more naive than any London
maker would have countenanced. Someone local, making use of
London designs, must therefore be regarded as the maker.

The chandelier has no finial: the cherub-head that appears above
the suspension-ring does not belong to the chandelier but is part of
the hangings. :

WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE—Chancel (PLATE xv)
13%. 2 tiers of 12. THE GIFT OF WILLIAM MOORE ESQR 1763.

This chandelier belongs to a London group characterized by
having the pendant terminal in the form of a calyx. Other examples
are at Winchester Cathedral (1756), Helston, Cornwall (1763),
Spalding, Lincolnshire (1766), Bristol Art Gallery (1768),® Southfleet,
Kent (1768), and Ipplepen, Devon (undated). Those most resembling
the one at Wotton are at Ipplepen, where the finial is the same, and
at Helston (pLATE xm), where the body sections are the same from
that above the upper globe to the bottom gadrooning. The chandelier
at Wotton, though not the largest, is the most profusely ornamented
member of the group. Panelling and guilloche occurs between the
. globes, and there is foliage above the pendant terminal, as festoons
between the attachments of the branches, as a wreath and as cresting
above the upper globe, below the pans and on the nozzles of the
sockets. The finial consists of three foliage tongues of flame—a motif
much copied by later makers.

In the 1gth century, the chandelier was in the nave. In 1926, it
was taken down and about two years later restored and re-hung.*

CHANDELIERS FORMERLY EXISTING
'"BERKELEY (*)

The earliest volume of churchwardens’ accounts, which is dated
1724, begins with a memorandum recording the ‘Mony paid yearly
by y° church’. Among payments to the clerk was 3s. for “Transcript,
presentment & candlestick’. There was thus a chandelier to be cleaned
as early as 1724.

1 Bunbury Papers, ed. M. H. Ridgway, no. g, plate 5. 2 CYB, 1961, plate 7.

3 Original location not known.

*E. S. Lindley, Wotton under Edge, p. 190, plate 16 (pre-1882 photograph). The story that William
Moore gave a chandelier at Abingdon has not been substantiated.
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There continued to be a chandelier until at least 1863—4. On
removal from the church, it may have been hung in what used to be:
the chapel at Berkeley Castle. There was a chandelier here between
1905 and 1916, whose subsequent history is not known except that
it was probably sold about 1920.2 Apart from the suspension-ring,
it was of Bristol Style I, with two tiers of eight branches, and could
well have existed by 1724. Between the branches there were 6-petalled
flowers similar to those at Axbrldge (1730), and Shaw, Wiltshire
(undated). ‘

CHELTENHAM =~

On the evidence of terriers,® there was no chandelier in 1680/1,
but by 1744, ‘A large Brass Sconce’ had beén acquired. This would
have been the ‘large, handsome brass sconce’ given for the church
by Edmund Smith, surgeon, in 1738.4 On 24 September 1817, the
vestry resolved to institute evening services and to light the church
‘with the best argant Lamps’.® Despite this supersession of candles
by oil, in October 1828, there was still a ‘Large brass Chandalier’ in
the ‘Middle Aisle’.

CHIPPING SODBURY(*)

All that is known about chandeliers here is that in 1770-1, 15. was
‘Paid for a Line to Support the Brass Sconce in the Gallery’. The
surviving wardens’ accounts do not begin until 1769-70 and stop being
detailed after 1795-6.

DURSLEY(*)

What seems to have been Dursley’s first chandelier was acquired
in 1684-5: ‘ ,

payd for the greate Candle stick of brass ... e 2 10 O
payd for the Carrig of the Candlestik 0o 5.0

1 Trans. BGAS, xxviu, plate facing p. 8; xLvu, plate iv, or Country L1fe, 5 August 1916, p. 157.
2 Information kmdly confirmed by Captam R.G. W. Berkeley.

3 At Gloucester City Libraries.

¢ S. Rudder, A New History of Gloucestershire, p. 337.

5 Vestry minutes at Gloucestershire Records Office.
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In inventories from 1685/6 to 1708, it is described as having had
six branches. An iron rod, costing 11s., was provided for the ‘candle-
stick’ in 1724-5.

In 1729-30, a second chandelier seems to have been added, but,
if so, only its hangings and carriage were paid for by the church-
wardens:

paid Thos Smith for paintin y¢ Candle Rode . o 14 [
paid Jn° Gibbs for to New Candle Rods and other Work

In the Church .. I g o
paid Jno millard for Brmgm up ye Candle Stick ... o 4 [

In 1730-1, there was payment for scouring ‘y® to CandIsticks’;
in 1732~3 ‘both the Candelsticks’ were cleaned; and in 1772-3 ‘two
branches’ were soldered.

In 1867, the church was restored: the roof of the nave was raised,
and ‘the Georgian brass candelabra’ along with other items vanished.
By 1912, these losses were regretted sufficiently for them to be ascribed
to ‘the carelessness or ignorance of the architect’.!

FAIRFORD

An inventory of ‘charitable gifts’ pasted into the volume of
churchwardens’ accounts, 1774-5 to 1895-6,2 contains the following
entry:

Item. One large Branch with two Rows of Socketts for Candles given to ye sd
Church of Fairford by Thos Delves Esqr.

The date of the gift is not stated, but would have been between
1 May 1699, when Thomas Delves became connected with Fairford
through marriage to Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew Barker, and 15
May 1713, when he ceased to be Esquire on succeeding Thomas, his
father, to a baronetcy.?

There was a second chandelier no doubt matching the first given,
as Rudder records, by William Butcher.t He was a saddler of Fairford
and by his will, proved 2 July 1715,% bequeathed ¢ Twenty pounds for
a Candlestick and my Name Sett on the round part of him’.

1 Trans. BGAS, xxxv, p. 145. 2 At office of Hitchman Iles & Son, Fairford.

3 For pedlgree, see G. Ormerod, History of Cheshire, 2nd ed., 11, p. 523: Thomas Delves senior is
recorded on a benefactions table at St. Mary’s, Warwick, to have given ‘the branches’ to that
church. From the position of the entry and the date of the table this would seem to have been
between 1709 and 1711.

4 Rudder, op. cit., p. 447. & In Prerogative Court of Canterbury (131 Fagg).
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GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL

In 1610, it would seem from the absence of reference in an
inventory! that the cathedral had no chandeliers, but by 1681 there
were ‘T'wo Brass Branches’, and these still existed in 1691.2 Presumably
they had been acquired in 1663:? .

Oct. Bestowed on mr Cockerill in sack for placinge the

branckes . o 2 o

To mr Cockerell for Carrlage of ye Branches o 8 6
Nov. pd to m® Edward Nurse of London for the two

brasse branches in the Quire . 28 ‘10 o

pd for a Box to carry the branches from London

& portage there... o 4 o

The chandeliers were evidently made in London, and the vendor
was a parishioner of St. Michael’s Cornhill, London, to which church
he supplied a chandelier in 1674-5:*

Paid Mr Edward Nourse for the Brass Branch for Candles
given by M Anne Bourne, to hang in our Church xijli
Paid more as a super allowance to the Workman who made

~ it, for that it was Judged by Dr Meriton [Rector] and the
Accomptant, That otherwise he would have been looser by it XX5

Edward Nurse was the son of Luke Nurse, who was twice Mayor
of Gloucester.® He himself died 12 January 1689/9o, aged 65, and
is described as citizen and girdler of London both on a monument in
St. Michael’s and in his will,® which indicates that he was a freeman of
the girdlers’ company but not necessarily the nature of his occupation.
His father-in-law, Hugh Wells, was ‘citizen and armourer’ of London,
and there was a ‘Mr. Edward Nuess, brazier’ whose name appears in
the St. Michael’s registers for 1665.” Edward Nurse may therefore
have been an armourer or brazier by trade, in which case he may have
made the Gloucester chandeliers as well as sold them. His role,
however, would have been that of employer rather than that of
artisan, if the reference to a ‘workman’ -making the St. Michael’s
chandelier is anything to judge by.

‘Mr. Cockerill’, who carried the chandeliers, was probably Samuel
Cockerell, mentloned as husband of ‘my Sister Christian Cockerell’ in
Edward Nurse’s will.

1 Treasurer’s accounts, I, p. 2. 2 Chapter Act Book, 1.
3 Treasurer’s accounts, o, p. 305.

1 Guildhall MS. g071/2, f. 253.

5 Trans. BGAS, xxxv, p. 100.

¢ Proved in Prerogative Court of Canterbury (165 Dyke).

? Publications Harletan Soc., Registers, v, p. 255.
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GLOUCESTER, ST. JOHN BAPTIST

The earliest surviving churchwardens’ accounts! show that there
was already a chandelier here in 1727, when 3s. was paid for having
it cleaned. A chandelier still existed on 18 June 1840,% the year that

gas was introduced, when cleaning it twice a year was enumerated
as one of the sexton’s duties.

GLOUCESTER, ST. MARY-DE-CRYPT(*)

Despite the survival of inventories from 1639 to 1680, the first
reference to a chandelier is not until 1687-8. The accounts for that
year include the item:

Spent when y¢ Candellstick was Look’t upon at y¢ Reauon o 3 6

This was apparently a meeting held at “The Raven Tavern’
near the church to consider acquiring a chandelier, and its result
may be learnt from the need to clean a chandelier in 1688-9 and
subsequent years. Presumably it was given, as the churchwardens
incurred no other expense on account of its acquisition.

In 1720-1, the chandelier was provided with a rope, and on
29 March 1742: -

twas Agreed That A new Iron Carrige for the Brass Brainch Now In this
Church Be forthwith Made at the Expence Of the S4 Parrish.

The last reference to a chandelier is in the wardens’ accounts
for 1838-9.

GLOUCESTER, ST. MARY-DE-LODE(*)

Surviving wardens’ accounts do not begin until 1817-8. 7s. 6d-
was paid for cleaning ‘sconces’ in 1817, and the same amount was
being spent each year until 1824. There are no later references. No

doubt the ‘sconces’ were disposed of with the taking down of the body
of the church in 1825.

GLOUCESTER, ST. MICHAEL?

A supplement to an inventory dated 2 May 1611 contains the
following entries:

I'E j Iron candlesticke to hange before the preacher
It j other wth a corde hanginge in the middle of the church
1 At Gloucester City Libraries.

2 Vestry minutes at Gloucester City Libraries.
? Parish records referred to are wardens’ accounts at Gloucester City Libraries.
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- The supplement is undated, but on internal evidence is likely to
include items acquired between 1611 and 161 3. The date .of the
second ‘candlestick’ is known independently from the churchwardens’
accounts for 1612-3:

Item pd to Goodman Tolson for an Iron Candlesticke to hang

in the Church the xixth of January 1612 ... ys wvjd
Item pd for the Tinninge of yt 1jd
Item paid for a cord to hange the Gandlestick in the midst

of the church ... xiiijd

This second candlestlck’ was the first to be removed for. the
reference to it has been crossed through in the inventory.

By the end of the seventeenth century, there seems to have been
no chandelier in the church—a state of aﬂ'alrs not remedied unt11
1708-g:

Paid Mr Daviss for y¢ Brass Branch. Waying

01C — 6gL 169l at 25 p pound ... 16 18 o
Paid for 2 Brass Collers for y¢ Pullys for ye Branch o 2 0
For Collecting y¢ money for y¢ Branch Candlestick o 5 o0

‘Mr. Daviss’ was presumably the same as Thomas Davies who
supplied the chandelier to Painswick in 1710. No contemporary
brassfounder of this name has been traced either at Bristol or in
Gloucestershire which suggests that someone else was the maker for
whom ‘Mr. Daviss’ acted as agent.

At a parish meeting, held 9 February 1747/8, it was agreed
‘that y* presant Church Brance shall be Chaing’d for a new one at
the Expence of the Parish’. The expense, (after allowing for the scrap
value of the old chandelier), is recorded in the wardens’ accounts for
1747-9: '

By Do [Cash] Mr Rice for y¢ New Branch & Chargcs thereon 13 7 1

‘“Mr. Rice’ would have been the same as Roger Rice, brassfounder
who was admitted a Burgess of Bristol on 5 August 1740' and was
residing in Clifton in 1754.2 He was responsible for Bristol Style III,
and there are chandeliers by him at. Pilton, Somerset (PLATE xm),
and Axminster, Devon.? Their respective dates are 1749 and 1750,
and the cost of the latter, Wthh has three tiers of eight branches,
was £19 10s.4

There was still a chandelier at St. Michael’s in 1830, when gs.
was paid for repan'lng Chandehars

1 Bristol Burgess Rolls. 2 Poll-Book.
3 CYB, 1958, plate 22. 4 Devon and Cornwall Notes and Queries, xv1, p. 382.
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GLOUCESTER, ST. NICHOLAS

There was a chandelier here in 1699—1700—the date of the earliest
intact churchwardens’ accounts. On 7 July 1836, the vestry resolved
unanimously ‘that the Chandelier, and the Stove & Piping should
be sold’ and the proceeds applied towards installing gas-lighting.

MINCHINHAMPTON®
In 16g1—2, the churchwardens paid:
ffor the candlestick ... 3 5 O
fior Bell Ropes and a line for the candlestlck 1 1 6

This seems to have been the first chandelier acquired, and in
16945, the wardens contributed towards buying a second one:

pd toward ye Candlestick ... o 15 O

These two chandeliers are presumably the ‘Two Large Brass
Candlesticks’ that existed in the body of the church in 1744.?

MITCHELDEAN ¢

By 24 May 1660, there was ‘one brasse branch to beare 6 candles
for the mor praie[r]’. An inventory, inserted between churchwardens’
accounts for 1655-6 and 1657-8 and presumably intermediate in
date, contains no reference to the chandelier whose acquisition must
therefore have occurred between 1656 and 1660. During this period,
the only wardens’ accounts surviving are those for 1657-8, and these
record payment for 4 lb. of candles for morning prayer.

There was still ‘One Brass Candlestick wth Sockets to hold Six
Candles’ in 1749. In 1691—2, the chandelier was provided with an
‘Iron to hange hime vp in the church & a cord’, and the ‘candlestick’
was mended in 1773-4 and again in 1817-8. How long the chandelier
with six branches survived is uncertain. All that existed on 18 August
1828 was ‘a Brass Candlestick with two sockets to hold two Candles’,?
which was probably no more than a standing candlestick.

It is noteworthy that the service for which the chandelier existing
in 1660 was intended was morning prayer rather than evensong. In

! Wardens’ accounts and vestry minutes are at Gloucester City Libraries,
? Wardens’ accounts are at Gloucestershire Records Office.
® Terrier at Gloucester City Libraries.

* Except as stated, parish records referred to are wardens’ accounts at Gloucestershire Recards
Office.

& Terrier at Gloucester City Libraries.
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fact the use of candles at morning prayer seems to have been fairly
w1despread At Ludlow, Shropshire,' and Windsor, Berkshire,?
candles were burnt at mornmg prayer, and at St. Mary S, Readlng,
the chandelier’s purpose was ‘to give lighte at morning prayer’.®
At Ludlow, morning prayer was at 6 a.m., and this may have been
so at Mitcheldean, also.

PAINSWICK(*)

The first reference to a chandelier is in the churchwardens’
accounts for 170g-10. The following payments were made in 1710:

Apr. pd for apiece of Timber to hang up the Candlestick

and putting up . e o 10 0
May pd Mr Davis in parte towards the Candlestlck 5 0 o

3 June pd Thomas Davis in part towards the Candlestick
as appears D receipt .. ‘es ..o . 10 I1I O

The chandelier therefore cost £1 17s. less than the one supplied
by ‘Mr. Daviss’ to St. Michael’s, Gloucester, and if the basis of cost
was the same, its weight would have been 155% Ib.

An “Tron for the Candlestick’ was bought for 5s. in 1741-2.

The chandelier bought in 1710 was no doubt the same as that
melted down during the incumbency of the Rev. J. A. Biddle, 1856-68.4
The vicar’s share of the responsibility and his capacity as a preacher
are a butt for satire in the following lines, written by someone who
offered too late to buy the chandelier:

The goodly branching Chandelier,

That graced our aisle for many a year,

Has disappeared B . . ., Alas

The Vicar, sold it as old brass

“For in his time and that of Gas

It had (he urged) tho’ polished bright

Long ceased to shed its cheering light” 0
And people think he might as well

On the same plea his pulpit sell.

In 1862-3, £2 16s. was received from ‘Mr W. Savory for 112 lbs
old Mettle’. William Savory & Son were iron and brassfounders:
at Painswick in 1858-9,5 and at Gloucester in 1863.¢ They could

1 Trans. Skropshire Arch. Soc., 2nd ser., v, p. 97.

2R. R. Tighe and J. E. Daws Anmzl.rqf Wmd.for, 1, p. 106.

3 Churchwardens’ Accounts, transcribed by F. N. A. and A. G. Garry, p. 125.
8 F. A. Hyett, Glimpses qf' the History qf' Painswick, p. 54.

5 Slater’s Directory.

8 Kelly's Directory.
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have done the melfing down, in which case the chandelier may have
been the ‘old Mettle’. The only difficulty in.accepting this explanation
is that it should have weighed more than 112 Ib.

ST. BRIAVELS
In 17323, the churchwardens incurred the following expenses:!

pd for bringing from Bristoll to Brokwer the Branch bemg

the gift of Wm Barrow . o 09
pd for bringing him from thence to St Brevls . o1 0o
pd for a line and puting y¢ Branch up in y¢ Church o 1 6
pd for the Branch Barr with Carage from Bristoll to St

Briavells 2s. 6d . "4 10 O

According to the Rev. W. T. Allen, this was a handsome brass
chandelier, which was taken away when the church was restored in
1861°. Evidently, it was made in Bristol, and its journey from there
was by water up the River Wye as far as Brockweir and thence the
last three miles by land.

STROUD

.. A memorandum dated 25 March 1700? records the circumstances
of this chandelier’s acquisition:

In Consideration of a Large Candlestick containg Twelue branches giuen by
the psons undrwritten, had the liberty gaue them), to Erect a seat or pew
adjoyneing to ye seat of Thomas Stephens Esqr for a singing seat for themselues
their heirs and Assigns for Ever. .

Then follow eleven names.

The practice illustrated here of giving a chandeher in return for
a privilege that would otherwise be paid for is met with elsewhere

and especially in London, where the pr1v11ege usually sought was
exemption from office.

In 1839, gas-hghUﬁg was mtroduced and-‘the curious antique
chandelier, with its double tier of branches proceeding from a central

globe, which had hung from the roof of the nave for many years—
was taken down and sold for old brass’.®

1 Quoted by W. T. Allen, Trans. BGAS IX, P. 97.
2 Wardens’ accounts at Gloucestershire Rccords Office.
8 P. H. Fisher, Notes and Recollections of Stroud, p. 301.
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TE WKESBURT

There is' no chandelier mentioned in churchwardens’ accounts®
until 1709, when one was carried and hung at the wardens’ expense:

1709 To ye Carring y¢ Sconce to y¢ Church & hanging it vp | o1 o0
1710 To y¢ Hanging vp ye Branch when y¢ Chaine wase
putt one ... . e e T I

On 23 March 1818 accordlng to a hastily written inventory,?
there was: . .

1 3 brass Branch Chandilier
12. Do Do

The word ‘brass’ was added later, and this is presumably a
reference to chandeliers with three and two tiers of branches respec-
tively. When a second ‘chandelier was acquired is not known: a single
‘branch’ was still being cleaned in 1733, but there were ‘branches’
in the plural after 1752.

The cleaning of the first chandeher was done with rotten-stone;
which is a limestone powder used for polishing metals. Two lots,
each of 1 lb., were had in 1733, and just before Christmas in 1730,
“there were the following expenses:

21. Dec.’pd for Oile, Rotten Stone, & Vinegar to Clean the
Branch
pd Two Men Two days & a Q,uartr Cleamng it ..

(=}
[N ]
O -

THORNBURT (*)

The churchwardens accounts, which survive from 17779,
provide the only reference to this chandelier: in 181 3, 15. was paid
for having it ‘mended.

" "1'At Gloucestershire Records Office.
2 Wardens’ accounts, mi, p. 26 from reverse'end. .- .
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