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Bevan’s Quarry Round Barrow,
Temple Guiting, Gloucestershire, 1964

By HELEN E. O’NEIL

Barrow Ground, beside the ancient trackway, locally known,

although erroneously, as Buckle Street.! The site has been known
for some time as G. B. Witts in 1881 mentions it in his Archaeological
Handbook of Gloucestershire? In 1961 Mr and Mrs J. Lee-Wilson of
Claygate, Surrey, on a passing visit to the barrow noticed a spread
of sherds on its surface, the barrow having been recently ploughed.
They brought the sherds to me at Bourton-on-the-Water, when they
were recognised as the remains of a Bronze Age cinerary urn. Getting
in touch with Mr R. D. Rhodes of Temple Guiting, the tenant of
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, the owners of the land, and with the
Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, since the site was a scheduled
monument, the possibility of an excavation was considered in case of
further disturbance from ploughing. This, however, could not be put
in hand until the autumn of 1964 due to crop rotation.

Thanks are due, therefore, to the President and Scholars of Corpus
Christi College for permission to carry out an excavation and for the
helpful and willing co-operation of Mr R. D. Rhodes. The excavation
was arranged by the staff of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments,
Bristol Division, of the Ministry of Public Building and Works through
Mr R. Robertson-Mackay, with myself as Supervisor and took place
during October 1964.2 I am grateful to the Inspectorate for the oppor-
tunity to do the work and for their arrangements in carrying it out.
I am also grateful for helpful visits from Dr F. B. A. Welch and Mr
P. Rahtz, and for advice and help on specialist subjects from Miss
L. F. Chitty, Dr I. F. Smith, Mr H. J. Case, Mr J. B. Calkin, Mr
R. A. G. Carson, Mr C. E. Blunt, Dr J. G. Wainwright, Dr I. W.
Cornwall, Mr L. Biek of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments
Laboratory and Mr G. C. Dunning.

THE round barrow is a conspicuous one lying in a field called

The site (PLATE 1)

The barrow,* named by me as Bevan’s Quarry Round Barrow,
being adjacent to woodland of that name, is sited on high ground of
over goo feet O.D., in the North Cotswolds, commanding magnificent
views over the wolds and reaching as far south as the Berkshire Downs,
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where the Uffington White Horse Hill and the Weyland Smithy Long
Barrow sites can be seen on fine days. While a mile northward, an
altitude of 1,003 feet O.D. is reach on Cutsdean Hill, one of the three
highest points of the Cotswold Hills. The barrow lies on a slight eleva-
tion of the bed of Chipping Norton limestone, of the Great Oolite
series, the rock here being close to the surface. This bed is so similar
to the Stonesfield slate series that quarries have been opened and
used for roofing material around the barrow, the stone being prac-
tically indistinguishable from the Stonesfield slate beds.? A thin layer
of a reddish orange Boulder clay overlies the natural rock. It was
expected that the construction of the barrow would be of its immediate
surroundings, and this proved to be the case, particularly the material
obtained from the ditch surrounding the barrow. The rock on exposure
clearly showed the bedding planes from which slates could easily be
removed (PLATE 11, a). The barrow at the present day is a low circular
mound with an even rise of three feet to its centre, although Witts
states it was five feet in his day.

Summary of excavation PART I

The excavation was planned to be carried out in quadrant
method, starting with four feet wide trenches across the whole area
to the four points of the compass. When it was seen that the barrow
covered a much larger area than anticipated, the central areas be-
tween the quadrants were also excavated, in addition to the four
trenches. The lower levels of the original construction of the barrow
remained intact so that it was possible to obtain clear evidence of
the primary burial. There were six initial phases in the construction
and use of the barrow, followed by a seventh, when intrusive secondary
burials, in the form of cremations in cinerary urns, were placed in the
stone rubble covering the barrow, and these were followed by four
more phases occurring in historic times.

Detailed descriptions of the excavation follow below in Part 11,
but in anticipation it can be stated that the barrow belongs to the
class of bell-barrows of Wessex type, associated with centrally placed
cremation in a pit encircled with berm and ditch. The pottery of the
secondary burials as cremations in cinerary urns can be placed in the
latter half of the Middle Bronze Age.

The sequence of phases is as follows:— (1) The primary burial,
a cremation but without grave goods, placed in a small hole dug
through the original ground level, boulder clay, and into the under-
lying rock (PLATE 1, b). Some form of fire ritual accompanied the
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typical of the paste found here (B.1), some bone and three waste
flint flakes (F.36) were the only finds.

Satellite Cremation 4 lay ten to twelve feet south of the primary
burial pit and was a wide spread of ash with charcoal containing
sherds and bone. The sherds were ten small fragments of a vessel of
thick rough paste containing large pieces of white shell grit, there was
also one sherd of a smoother thin ware (B.g).

Satellite Cremation 5 lay twelve feet south-west of the primary burial
pit and was a wide spread of black ash placed in the lower part of the
clay bank. It was particularly noticeable for the dark crimson colour-
ing of the burnt clay. No finds were made from this cremation.

Finds from the clay bank, other than from the cremations, were
the numerous flints, five scrapers (F.1, 4, 5, 6, 37), one knife (F.2)
(F1G. 5), twenty-two waste chips and flakes and a fragment of polished
stone axe (FIG. 4, 3).° As noted above so many flints deposited in the
clay bank seem to suggest offerings.

To be noted too in connection with the Satellite Cremations is
the fact that the surrounding clay of the bank where the cremations
had been inserted had been calcined to red and crimson colourings,
indicating that the cremations had been deposited while hot.

Phase 4

Phase 4 consisted of the building up of a cairn of stones on the
barrow, after the initial stone capping of the turf mound and clay
bank had been completed. This addition extended six feet beyond
the base of the clay bank. A roughly built dry-stone revetment wall
with only an outward face was set up to hold the cairn in position.
This surrounded the barrow, which now had diameters of fifty feet
north to south and fifty-three feet east to west. Weathering, denudation
and additional rubble stone to the cairn from time to time caused
forward movement and this overlapped the revetment wall. This action
was particularly noticeable on the south side of the barrow, where
slipping cairn material reached to the inner lip of the ditch.

Phase 5

Phase 5 consisted of clearing the ground to rock level to form a
berm, on average nine to twelve feet wide around the revetment wall
of the barrow ending in a ditch, which surrounded the whole site.

Phase 6

Phase 6 consisted of the digging of a ditch, cut into the solid rock.
It measured on average four feet deep and nine feet wide, with a flat
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bottom lying on rock. The rock here is very fissile so that it would
have been an easy matter to remove it in thin horizontal planes
(pLATE 1, a). The rock-cut ditch, however, had a highly impressive
appearance. A certain amount of weathered rock had accumulated
in the bottom of the sections dug, otherwise the filling was of a fine
rain washed deposited silty earth. The filling, however, in the west
ditch section was of a more solid nature containing rubble stone and
yellow crushed rock, which suggested the proximity of a causeway
across the ditch, probably just south-west of the west section. The
only finds were three Roman sherds, one each in the top fillings of
the south, west and north ditch sections, of much abraded self-coloured
light red ware of common occurrence (B.1g, 20, 21) and waste flint
flakes, two from the south section (F.12, 31), two flakes and core from
west section, and three flakes from the north section and two flakes
from the east section (F.12). The filling in the north section of the
ditch had been greatly disturbed by the recent burial of a sheep. The
full width of the east section of the ditch could not be excavated due
to ploughing limitation.

Phase 7

Phase 7 consisted of the period of the insertion of five cremations
in urns, as secondary burials into the stone cairn covering of the
barrow (pLATE 1, c). That these burials were placed in the deeper
part of the stone construction, that is in the area between the turf
mound and the clay bank, suggests that the central part of the cairn
construction on the barrow was markedly higher, and showing as well,
the deeper deposit of stones which would have allowed sufficient cover
for the urns, which were on a large scale. There would also have been
some time lag between the burials, but the actual sites must have
been marked, as although the urns were more or less grouped in the
south-east quarter of the barrow with the exception of one which was
placed to the south, none impinged on any other. It was particularly
noticeable that the stone capping on the clay bank and turf mound
had been greatly disturbed in the south-east quarter, due to the in-
sertion of the urns, whereas the original capping of overlapping stones
in the north-east quarter was undisturbed, as was also the case with
the north-west quarter, except where the capping had been removed
by the plough down to the clay bank and in the south-west quarter
where the stone capping remained but had been ploughed flat. As in
other known cases, here again, the south-east area seems to have had
particular attraction. A suggestion that this direction to the rising sun
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in the winter months may be of significance as to the time of year
that the burials took place.

The urns had all suffered damage due to the shallow soil, their
upper parts having been ploughed off, so that the present excavation
was only just carried out in time to save the evidence that remained.
The bases were however in their original positions and in the case
of Urn g the base remained whole placed on a large triangular flat
stone (PLATE 11, d).

Urn 1 (not illustrated)

Urn 1 consisted of a small handful of crushed sherds lying three inches below
ground with black ash and cremated bone, contained within a small area, about
twelve inches by eighteen inches, formed by upright stones in a box-like shape,
nine inches by four inches ending in a V shaped bottom. Four of the sherds had
a slight cordon, which suggests a vessel of biconical form. The cremated bones
were of an adult, very incomplete and scattered. Part of the femur and two proximal
phalanges of the toes were identifiable.

Urn 2 (F1G. 3, 2)

Urn 2 was recovered close to ground surface, very much destroyed. It was
found to be associated with the sherds collected by Mr and Mrs Lee Wilson in
1961. The sherds were of the body of the urn with one of the base, while finger-tip
decoration was on one sherd. There were fragments of two other vessels, a miniature
bowl with flanged rim and part of the base (Urn 2a, 2b), and one rim sherd with a
perforation just below the rim (Urn 2¢), both accessory vessels (ric. ). The cremated
bones represented, probably an adult female (suggested by the small development
of the nuchal muscle attachment), and many long bone fragments, as well as of
patella, axis and occipital. :

Urn g (v16. 3, 3)

Urn 3 consisted of a group of sherds squashed around a flat stone, triangular
in shape, twenty by sixteen inches and one and three-quarters inches deep, on
which the complete base of the urn remained in situ (pLATE 11, d). The urn had
been inserted to a greater depth than the other urns in the stone rubble and had
been protected by large pitched stones placed around it. A small amount of the
cremated ashes remained inside the base, which lay amongst black ash and fragments
of bone. The urn was a large coarsely made vessel of biconical form with rusticated
decoration of finger nail and punched marks in alternate panels (PLATE 4, a). The
cremated remains consisted of an adult, sex uncertain, Fragments of skull and long
bone, some still in the base of the urn and others scattered around it among urn
fragments. Calcined bones nearby include two fragments of skull from either a child
or animal.

Urn 4 (F1G. 3, 4)

Urn 4 consisted of quite a number of sherds but was accompanied by remains
of three other vessels (4a, 4b, 4¢), the whole in a confused mass of burnt material
and bones. They lay in an oval shaped pit, four feet long and two feet wide and
twelve inches deep, dug through the stone capping of the barrow and into the
clay bank below. The sides of the pit showed in section the overlapping method of
the stone capping used in the barrow construction very clearly. There was a great
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deal of cremated bone present, probably three persons being represented. The urn
was a large coarsely made biconical one, with finger-tip decoration on a shoulder
cordon where four imperforate horizontal lugs were placed.

Urr 4a (r16. 3, 4a)

Urn 4a consisted of rim sherds of a biconical urn with a double row of finger-tip
decoration directly below the rim. There was also a slight cordon decorated with
finger-tip ornament and a slight indication of a lug. Remains of adult male femur
head and adjacent area of acelabulum, probably right side, charred but not distorted.

Urn 4b (v16. 3, 4b)
Urn 4b consisted of rim and base sherds without decoration.

Urr 4¢ (F16. 3, 4C) .
Urn 4c¢ consisted of sherds of a miniature bowl of a thin fragile coarse ware,
with slight evidence of finger-tip decoration. Remains from Urns 4b and 4c¢ were
of fully cremated bones.
These three vessels were probably accessory ones to Urn 4 and could have
been placed inside the large one, but the large pit in which the cremation had
been placed, rather suggests they had been placed outside and beside the largest urn.

Urn 5 (F16. 3, 5)

Urn 5 consisted of sherds in black ash, charcoal and cremated bones and had
been much damaged by the plough, being only two inches below ground level.
The urn had been inserted amongst the pitched stone capping of the clay bank
so that some of the ash and bone had trickled down between the pitching to a
depth of eighteen inches. The urn of biconical form had slight finger-tip decoration
on the rim, and a slight cordon with finger-tip markings.

The cremated remains scattered around the urn and nearby were adult, four
small fragments of skull with open sutures, long bone fragments and the root of a
tooth, probably a lower incisor, were present.

All the urns with the exception of no. g were so similar in paste, form and
decoration that they make a closely dated group. In the case of Urn g, the difference
lies in its coarser paste and rusticated decoration.

The cremations in the five cinerary urns represent six adults and possibly a
child and at least three more individuals from the Satellite cremations can be
accounted for.

Phase 8

- Phase 8 consisted of only the find of six much abraded Roman
sherds amongst the rubble stone surface of the barrow and ditch and
two 4th-century coins of Constantius IT and Valens (p. 36). By this
period the barrow seems to have suffered much weathering as it did
not appear to have been much higher than as seen by Witts. The
Roman pottery was all of the type of a self-coloured light red ware,
of common occurrence on Roman sites on the Cotswolds. The possi-
bility that the grave described below under Phase 10, was dug in the
Roman period cannot be ruled out due to the dlfﬁculty of dating the
gaming slabs found in it, but this is discussed in Appendix I.
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Phase g

Phase g consisted of the find of an Anglo-Saxon sceatta at eighteen
inches depth in a shallow trench of earth, some five feet outside the
barrow’s revetment wall, on the berm nine feet from the inner edge
of the east section of the ditch. The sceatta is dated ¢. 730 A.D.
(praTE v). This find introduced fresh interest in the barrow. At the
same time the appearance of a grave near by has created a puzzling
anomaly to be discussed in the following phase, phase 10.

Phase 10

Phase 10 consisted of the find of a grave, some eighteen feet from
the find of the Anglo-Saxon sceatta, nine feet long and varying from
two to three feet in width and two feet seven inches deep. It had been
dug into the clay bank of the barrow diagonally and was orientated
north-west to south-east, the wider or head end to the north-west.
It had been excavated from outside the barrow on its east side, where
the ground had been stepped down in two levels, while its west side
had been left with a vertical face. The head of the grave had been
built up with a pile of large stone slabs, probably to prevent any slip
of the clay bank of the barrow, but two of the slabs, irregular shaped,
measuring two feet nine inches by one foot nine inches and two feet
six inches by one foot six inches respectively, had slipped forward into
the grave. The highest slab of those left in position when removed
was found to have a scratched pattern of squares and diagonal lines,
obviously forming some form of gaming board or slab, to be described
below (PLATE 1v, b). (Appendix 1). The grave was covered by a six-
inch depth of disturbed stone rubble similar to its surroundings of the
barrow covering, but the filling of the grave was different, being of
loose stone rubble mixed with a darkish loam, which when removed
left the profile of the grave quite clear. A few flat stones lay on the
bottom of the grave, some of which had been calcined red as were
other slight signs of burning in the loam filling, but one larger stone
than the rest which showed no burning was found to be another
gaming slab. This lay face downwards, and had become encrusted
with a lime deposit which had disfigured the check pattern. The grave
which seemed typical for the purpose and to the writer suggested at
first a Saxon date, however, did not produce a skeleton. There were
a few scattered fragments of animal bones on the bottom of the grave,
some burnt, amongst which were a small fragment of burnt antler
bone that might have been part of a knife handle (O7), a sherd of
Bronze Age date and two flint waste flakes, the sherd and the flakes
probably residual matter, while in the stone rubble in the grave were
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two roughly moulded stones, and in the upper filling a small iron
buckle of medieval date (F1c. 4, 1). Two more Roman sherds were .
in the surface stone rubble filling over the grave.

With no definite evidence as to the date and use of the grave
beyond that it had been rifled and then refilled in medieval times,
the iron buckle of the 13th-14th centuries gives a date, after which
the grave is lost to view. However, the entrance of the grave where
it impinges on the approximate line of the barrow’s outer edge of
clay bank was sealed with tightly packed pitched stone for a length
of two feet.

Phase 11 (PLATE 111, a and b)

Phase 11 consisted of the last use of the barrow and comes much
nearer our own times, when a minute structure was built into the
outer edge of the barrow on the line of its revetment wall in the form
of a shelter known as a Shepherd’s Cot. It was constructed of well
Jaid courses of small sized dry-stone walling, built up against the clay
bank of the barrow and about three feet in front of the entrance into
the grave (Phase 10). The Cot consisted of a narrow single room
eight feet long, two feet eight inches wide with an addition in front
forming a porch. Its walls standing eighteen inches high were set
roughly into the barrow material with only a finished face within.
The few inches behind the back wall was an intermingling of surface
loam and barrow material, indicating fairly recent construction.
A well-made stone hearth with hobs and a large hearth stone were
set into the back wall at one end of the room, covered with ash and
the stone calcined red, while at the other end of the room a seat had
been formed by maklng a rounded recess in the wall, which in passing
was found to be very comfortable. The floor was roughly paved with
small stones and amongst the stone rubble on the floor, sixteen fossils
of bivalves were found, which suggested their collection for some game,
almost suggesting a connection with the forementioned gaming slabs.
Only the lowest foundation courses of the outer walls of the Cot and
its porch remained and where slight signs of burning were seen in the
area of the porch. Shepherd’s shelters or Cots, as they are known on
the Cotswolds, have been located elsewhere on these wolds and the
evidence so far seems always to connect them with ancient burial
mounds. There are the Shepherds Cot in the dry-stone burial chamber
of the Ablington Long Barrow,® and again, nearby in the central
burial chamber of the Saltway Barn Long Barrow." Such a shelter
was made of the dry-stone chamber in the round barrow on Cow
Common,!?* where clay pipes were found. From personal experience
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such a shelter excavated by me on Kineton Thorns, at a distance of
one and a half miles south of the present barrow, but known as a
hermit’s cave (Appendix II) clearly showed that such shelters existed.

PART III

PoTtTERY

The pottery recovered during the excavation was derived from
sherds of five cinerary urns, two of which were accompanied by sherds
of five accessory vessels or food vessels, while other sherds were re-
covered from the turf mound and in the clay bank. There was great
similarity of form and paste throughout the assemblage, a coarse black
paste with shell grit, and in some sherds the shell was in large pieces.
The exterior faces of some sherds had been smoothed and on others
impressions of wiping down by grass or some similar vegetable matter.
Most of the sherds were of a reddish brown colour on the outer surfaces
but black inside, except for Urn g, with rusticated decoration, where
its rough outer and inner surfaces were brown or mud coloured. The
sherds of the five cinerary urns, which were closely grouped in position
in the south-east quadrant of the barrow, belong to the biconical
type of vessel with features, such as slight hollow internal bevelled
rims, finger-tip decoration as well as on shouldered cordons, and some
with imperforate horizontal lugs. The sherds from the turf mound
and clay bank, however, appeared to belong to the bucket type of
urn. Urn 3, though typical of biconical form, differed considerably
in its paste and rusticated decoration, which would seem derived from
a late Neolithic tradition.® This suggests that it may have been the
earliest of the secondary burials placed in the barrow, but it could
not have been the earliest pottery on the site, since the single odd
sherds found in the turf mound and clay bank of bucket urn type
were previously deposited. Thus it seems that all the vessels involved
in this barrow cannot be far removed in date from each other’s form.

A period in the late Middle Bronze Age is suggested for the
primary cremation in the central pit and satellite cremations, followed
at a later period by the secondary cremations in urns.

The sequence of Wessex type burials here can be put in per-
spective by drawing attention to the well-known Snowshill burial in
a barrow with rich grave goods,® a site lying three miles north of
Bevan’s Quarry barrow. Both sites lie beside the postulated north-
south prehistoric route (here called Buckle Street, see note 1), across
the Cotswolds from Wiltshire to the Welsh Marches. Along this route
much work has been done by Miss L. F. Chitty and demonstrated
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Fig. 3. Pottery (})
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on distribution maps by finds of this period along the route. An
instance of this, connected with Bevan’s Quarry barrow, is the find
of the Great Langdale stone axe.

The Snowshill barrow dug by Canon Greenwell produced an
inhumation in a stone cist accompanied by a bronze dagger and a
_ spearhead also in bronze, a pin in the same metal and a perforated
stone battle axe. This burial is in great contrast to Bevan’s Quarry
barrow where cremations prevailed, the primary in a pit in the centre
and secondaries in urns, none of which produced grave goods. Such
a contrast at such close quarters must have been due to lapse of time
and custom, but, as a side line it does help to demonstrate that move-
ment was taking place across this area of the Cotswolds. And to be
noticed too is the far flung positions of these barrows from the area
of supposed Wessex domination.

There are other round barrows in close proximity to Bevan’s
Quarry barrow, ten are known beside this prehistoric route, while
many others are near, on the stretch of nine miles from Snowshill to
Bourton-on-the-Water (PLATE I).

Special interest is aroused by the rusticated Urn 3, which presents
problems of its possible affinity to earlier forms, such as found in
Essex and elsewhere, and again at Gorsey Bigbury, Somerset, but here
at Bevan’s Quarry belongs to a secondary interment following on a
late Middle Bronze Age cremation burial.

PoTTERY (FIG. 3)
All illustrated except Urns 1 and 3a

Urn 1. Near surface of ground six feet south of primary burial pit. Consisted of a
small handful of cremated bone in black ash. Fragile coarse ware varying
from seven to ten mm. thick, black paste with some small shell grit but
with an occasional large shell fragment measuring ¢. eight mm. across.
Smoothed reddish brown outer face and smooth black inner face. Four
sherds with signs of slight cordon and one fragment with finger-tip im-
pression. Three fragments of base, one of which showed return of base
wall. Though so little remained of the urn, the paste, colour, presence of
cordon and finger-tip decoration indicated a biconical vessel.

Urn 2. Scatter of many sherds seven feet south of primary burial pit amongst
disturbed stones. All of body sherds except one of base. Coarse ware,
varying from eleven to fourteen mm. thick, black paste with great deal
of shell grit, some shell grit up to eight mm. across. Roughly smoothed
reddish brown outer face with markings in vertical striations of grass or
some vegetable matter. Some finger-tip decoration in connection with the
smoothing down markings. Inner face from black to brownish grey with
more pronounced vertical striation marks. One large rim sherd with cordon
on shoulder with finger-tip decoration places the urn as a biconical vessel.
The remains of two accessory vessels were with Urn 2,
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Urn 2a and b, consisted of a very few crude sherds. A rim of a small flanged bowl,
probably three to four inches high, a base with ring foot of two and a
quarter inches diameter. A black paste with a great deal of white shell,
the latter giving a very speckled appearance on its brown fawn outer face.
Extremely crudely made. Another sherd faintly indicated finger-tip decora-
tion.

Urn 2c consisted of two sherds of a vessel of smoother and harder texture. Upright
rounded rim, black paste with small shell grit, smooth almost polished
outer face with very small shell particles showing. Slight indication of a
narrow cordon. Remains of three-quarters of a small cylindrical perforation,
one inch below rim, hole one eighth inch diameter.

Urn 3. Scatter of sherds and bone eight feet south-east of the primary burial pit.
The complete base of the urn remained in sifu on a large triangular slab
of stone (prLaTE 1, d) while some pitched stones surrounding it had
preserved some of the larger sherds. Of black paste with shell grit, wall
on average ten mm. thick, rim with hollow internal bevel, and slight cordon
at shoulder. Outer and inner faces roughly finished, light brown or mud
coloured. Height of urn ¢. twelve inches, and rim diameter nine and a half
inches and base diameter seven and a half inches and ¢. fifteen mm. thick,
coarsely finished on undersurface with slight attempt to form a ring foot
along three-quarters of its circumference. Interior of base had impressions
of finger-tip smoothing down. The urn decorated with a rusticated pattern
of alternate panels of finger-nail and punched-nail zones (PLATE 1v, a).
Of biconical form and rough construction.

Urn ga. (Not illustrated.) A handful of small sherds associated with Urn 3 belonging
to a large vessel but not Urn 3. Black paste with shell grit but smooth red
outer face, walls ten mm. thick, no features, evidence of smoothing down
the outer face with hands.

Urn 4. Remains of a large vessel accompanied with sherds of three other vessels in
a confused mass with cremated ash and bones placed in an oval shaped pit,
six feet south-west of primary burial pit. The urn was a large coarse vessel
twelve and three-quarter inches high, a rim diameter of ten inches, base
diameter eight inches and sixteen mm. thick. The paste black with shell
grit and the walls an average fourteen mm. thick. A plain upright rim
with slight outward bead, and cordon on shoulder set with four imperforate
horizontal lugs. One of the pair of lugs being smaller than the other.
Decorated with finger-tip pattern which overlapped the lugs. The urn was
of biconical form.

Urn 4a. Only rim sherds remained of a vessel of harder black paste with fine shell
grit. Upright rim of seven and a half inches diameter, directly decorated
below the rim with double row of finger-tip pattern, slight evidence of a
cordon on shoulder, also decorated with finger-tip pattern. Light reddish
brown colour on inner and outer faces.

Urn 4b. Only rim and base sherds remain. Plain thin rounded rim eight mm. thick,
smoothed face inside and out, black paste with shell grit, flat base thicker,
ten mm., varying in colour from red to greyish black. Rim diameter seven
and a half inches, base four and a quarter inches, height ¢. six inches. Form
suggests that of a bowl.
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Urn 4c. Thin fragile coarse ware of a miniature bowl, rim diameter three and a half
inches, no base sherds but height estimated at three and a quarter inches.
Black paste with little shell grit, reddish brown colouring on outer face.
Slight everted rim and one sherd showed finger-tip decoration, one and a
quarter inches below rim.

Urn 5 and 5a. Remains of squashed vessel in dark soil with cremated bones and
charcoal amongst pitched stones two inches below ploughed surface, eight
feet south-east of primary burial pit. Rim and base sherds only remaining,
rim slightly everted and bevelled with irregular finger-tip ornament on
outer edge of rim. One sherd of shoulder angle with finger-tip decoration
Black paste with shell grit, crudely made, reddish brown colouring on outer
face, interior brown-mud coloured. Impressions of smoothing down with
vegetable matter. Height ¢. ten inches, rim diameter ten inches, base seven
inches. Average thickness of walls seven to ten mm., base twelve mm.

Other sherds illustrated are :—

No. 6. A rim sherd with finger-tip decoration.
No. 7. A sherd with cordon.

No. 8. A rim with bevel.

No. 9. A rim with slight bevel.

No. 10. A rim with almost flat top.

All these five sherds were recovered as isolated specimens from the turf
mound.

No. 11. A sherd from the clay bank with finger-tip decoration.

No. 12. A sherd with cordon from the clay bank.

No. 13. A sherd with finger-tip decoration with the Satellite Cremation 1 placed
in the turf mound. '

No. 14. A sherd with finger-tip and groove decoration found on the outer edge of
the revetment wall.

Twenty-two other sherds as small fragments and much abraided were found
amongst the top levels of the rubble stone surface of the barrow. All were of black
paste with shell grit and mostly of indefinite forms. Two, however, were of rims
and one with finger-tip ornament, obviously belonging to the urns already recorded
above and which had been scattered by the ploughing. A small fragment of modern
brown glazed crock was amonggst them.

OsjECTS (FIG. 4)

Iron buckle from the rubble stone filling in the grave which has
been kindly examined and comments made on it by Mr G. C. Dunning.

‘Small plain iron buckle; the ring is not quite circular, and
measures 0-55 by o-5 inches outside (FIG. 4, 1).

“The date of this buckle is determined partly by negative evidence
and partly by analogies. The possibility that it is Saxon is ruled out
because although buckles of the late 7th and 8th centuries are small,
usually of bronze but also of iron, these are either D-shaped or oval,
with the tongue across the shorter axis of the loop, and are attached
to folded plates.r®
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‘The buckle is in fact a miniature version of a common type of
medieval circular brooch or buckle, usually made of bronze and about
13 to 1} inches in diameter.’* Examples of such small size are less
usual, but one of bronze, 0-8 inches in diameter, is from a medieval
site at Witchampton, Dorset (in the Poole Museum), and the stone
mould for another, 0-75 inches in diameter, was recently found at
Rochester.”

It has been supposed that these very small buckles were used as
fastenings on the clothing, such as the attachment of hose, but proof
of this has only recently been provided. The answer is given by a
strip of leather with a small circular buckle of pewter, only o5 inches

Fig. 4

1. Medieval buckle. 2. Decorated antler tine
3. Fragment of polished stone axe. (})

in diameter, attached to it by means of a thong, found in London.'
The object has been identified as part of a “brygyrdyl” or “brake-
belt”, fastened round the waist, from which the thongs hung down
with the top of the hose attached to the buckles.!® The undergarment
is in fact the medieval ancestor of the modern suspender-belt.
These analogies suffice to identify the purpose of the Temple
Guiting buckle, and to date it to the 13th or 14th century’2®

Antler Tool (FI1G. 4, 2)

The fragments of antler were found in two parts in Trench II,
and were of Roe Deer. The tip of the tine appears to have some wear
while the lower fragment has diagonal grooving, smoothly formed and
not incised with a sharp instrument.
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Polished stone axe (F1G. 4, 3)

A small much mutilated fragment of a polished stone axe from
Great Langdale,® Westmorland, identified as belonging to Group VI.
Found in Trench I in the Clay bank. As numerous flints were recovered
as well from the Clay bank, it is suggested that these objects may
have been deposited as token offerings during the erection of the
burial mound.

FLINTS (FIG. 5)

Over eighty flints were recovered from the site of the barrow and
Dr J. G. Wainwright has kindly contributed some comments on the
collection as a whole. I am indebted to Mr D. S. Neal for the drawings.

Flakes and Spalls

‘I am inclined to wonder if there is a ‘pre-Barrow’ flint industry
incorporated in these. My reasons for this supposition are the micro-
lithic nature of some blade flakes and the fact that they are patinated
a dead white. In this they differ from the Bronze Age material which
is only lightly patinated.

Evidence of flint knapping

It is fairly clear that flint knapping was carried out on the site.
Evidence for this consists of one or possibly two cores and six core-
trimmings or core rejuvenation flakes—all of which were converted
into scrapers by secondary retouch.

F24:—A small single platform core with flakes removed {from all around its perime-
ter and converted into a core scraper.

Fg:—A much reduced core, almost completely worked out, with cortex retained
over one face and converted into a core scraper.

Fi5, F44, F18 (I):—Basal core trimmings or rejuvenation flakes.

F37 (1):—Trimming from apex of pyramidal core.

Fg7 (2) :—Large core trimming flakes.

Implements

Twelve implements could be identified of which nine were
scrapers.

Scrapers

In this category I have not included those core trimmings and
cores converted into scrapers.
Fi1, F4, F5, F6, F14, F37, F42 (1):— Discoidal scrapers of a type characteristic
of Bronze Age time. F4, F6, F37, are particularly fine examples.
F40:—A keeled scraper on an irregularly flaked lump of flint. Some of the flake
scars look to me if they have been’removed by thermal action.
F18 (2) :—An end scraper on a slender blade flake.
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Fig. 5. Flints (%)
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Knives

Two very fine flint knives of plano-convex type, each retaining
an appreciable amount of cortex on its upper domed surface. The
lower flat surfaces are unretouched—the upper surfaces being covered
with delicate flat retouch. Such knives are very common in Bronze
Age times—generally toward the earlier part of it.

Burin (F31)

This is a very unusual find in a Bronze Age context and it is
rather important to have identified it. Probably, if a detailed study
of Bronze Age flint material was made, more specimens would be
found. They do occur in Neolithic contexts as at Hurst Fen and
Staines. The burin is of polyhedric type made on a bladelet of thick
triangular section. The burin edge is formed by the removal of two
spalls down the long axis and two spalls along the short axis or end
of the bladelet. The chisel burin edge shows signs of wear.

General Comments

(1) This is a typical Bronze Age flint assemblage with the addition
of a burin.

(2) Only one or two calcined flints could be identified.’

RomaN CoINs AND ANGLO-SAXON SCEATTA
Roman coins
I am indebted to Mr D. W. Burge for the identification of the
two coins, Constantius II and Valens.

1. Constantius II
337-61 A.D.
Semi barbarous imitation of ‘Fel. Temp. Reparatio’ fallen horseman type.

2. Valens
364—78 A.D.
AE 3.
Rev. SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE Victory L.
Mint. Arles IIICON

Anglo-Saxon Sceatta

Mr R. A. G. Carson has identified the sceatta and has kindly
published a note on it in the British Numismatic Fournal, XXXIII
(1964), p. 171, as follows: ‘The finding of a silver sceatta with a
secure and somewhat unusual provenance seems worthy of record.
The sceatta (wt. 10°5 grs.) is an example of type 23(e) (BMC 117)
with whorl on obverse and helmeted figure holding two long crosses
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same year that this bone was buried. Most red deer drop their calves
in May-June so this would suggest that work on the barrow or that
portion of it that contained this specimen was being carried out
between August and November. There is evidence that the Snail
Down Barrow in Wiltshire was built at about the same time of year
(Jewell, P. A.; 1958/59 Adv. Sci. 15.59, 165, Natural History and Experi-
ment in Archaeology).

On a fragment of the first phalanx of a pig from cremation 4,
cinerary urn 4, a slight charring and crackling was noted but the bone
had obviously not been subjected to very great heat. This and fox
canine were the only specimens definitely identified as animal bones
which showed any evidence at all of the action of heat in marked
contrast to the human material which in some cases was much dis-
torted and almost calcined.’

APPENDIX I

StoNE GAMING BOARDS

Both the gaming boards of flat slabs of the local stone were found in the grave.
The larger and better one No. 1, (PLATE 1v, b) was found on the top of the pile of
stones at the head of the grave. It was eighteen and a half inches high, seventeen
and a half wide at bottom, ten and a half at top, one and a half inches thick at
bottom and one inch thick at top. The shape triangular on the whole with a flat
top. The remains of a perforation about an inch wide remained on the top of the
left-hand corner which suggested the means by which it was carried about. A pattern
incised with shallow lines lay on the face of the stone forming a square nine and
three-quarters wide at the top and twelves inches at the bottom, divided into four
squares and each of these divided into two by vertical lines while the whole was
crossed with diagonal lines. A few faint incised lines as if for trial can be seen on
the back of the stone. The stone was of great weight.

Stone 2

Stone 2 was found lying face downwards on the floor of the grave. It had
suffered from lime accretion in contact with the earth. The stone was of a more
irregular shape and seemed that it was one discarded for the purpose. It was thirteen
inches high, sixteen inches wide at bottom and eight inches at top, one and a quarter
inches thick at bottom and one inch at top. Faint linear markings remained but
only on an area of about eight by five inches on the front while only three trial
lines were scratched on the back of the stone.

At the present it has not been possible to give an accurate date to these gaming
slabs and thereby date the grave containing them. Mr Newton Mond of Cheltenham,
with whom I was in correspondence, has kindly suggested that the slabs may be for
the game called Alequerque, of Moorish origin. An illustration of the type of gaming
pattern is on a 1gth-century MS. written at Cerne Abbey, Dorset. He stresses the
fact that our gaming slabs are not for Nine Mens Morris. Reference to other gaming
slabs with scratched patterns can be seen in Miss D. Dudley and Mrs E. M. Minter’s
Excavation Report on a Medieval Settlement at Treworld (Cornish Archaeology, No. 5,
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1966, p. 56. F16. 17), but the game here is for Nine Mens Morris. J. Strutt in The
Sports and Pastimes of the People of England (1801), p. 236, PLATE XXX, also quotes
and illustrates similar games, such as Fox and Geese.

A helpful clue, however, came from the fragments of Roman Draughtboards
found at Richborough (Report II, p. 13), where illustrated on PLATE x1v, FIG. I i,
is a remarkably similar gaming slab to the roughly scratched pattern of our Slab
no. 1. The Richborough specimen is on marble but there is another fragment, no. 3,
scratched on a Lower Greenstone slab, while part of a complete pattern no. 2, with
diagonal lines illustrates our pattern very well. Since Roman sherds were found on
the barrow surface over the grave it can be suggested that the latter could be dated
to that period and that the gaming slabs are also of that date, with later perhaps,
some Saxon interference but finally filled up during medieval times, as demonstrated
by the find of the 13th-14th centuries iron buckle.

I am much indebted for help suggestions from Dr C. Scott-Garrett, Mr Brian
Frith and Mr Simon Bendall.

APPENDIX II

SuEPHERD’s CoTs

In addition to the use as shepherd’s cots in burial chambers as cited on page 27
a similar type of structure was excavated by me in 1942 in a large stoney mound
on Kineton Thorns,?* a wild thorn tree covered area of old slate quarryings along
the ancient trackway known as Buckle Street (see note 1, p. 41) lying between the
parishes of Temple Guiting and Condicote in the North Cotswolds.

In following up local folklore that a hermit and his cave existed on Kineton
Thorns, the site of the cave was located and it was found necessary to excavate
on the threat of reclamation of the land for war agricultural needs. Permission for
the work was readily granted by the President and Scholars of Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, owners of the land.

The cave lay in a long low mound of quarry débris about 130 yards WNW of
the Cottages called Kineton Hill Cottages. All that was visible on the ground surface
was a small portion of dry stone walling which when excavated led by a passage
eighteen inches wide and four feet six inches long which dipped by three steps into
a small chamber three feet square sunk to a depth of three to four feet into quarry
debris. The roof had gone but signs remained to show it had been of bee-hive con-
struction. The floor was roughly paved with stones but placed on quarry debris.
The walls still stood two feet seven inches to three feet nine inches in height and
the actual entrance was blocked by large stones which confirmed the report that
the chamber had been ‘“‘stopped’ to prevent foxes taking cover in it. Stone debris
filled the chamber and amongst the ash on the floor many iron objects, sherds of
china and glazed earthenware crocks were found as well as animal bones. Fragments
of the local Cotswold stone slate with trial holes for oak pegs and stone stands and
pot covers were also found as well as other indications of a slate cutter’s trade.
Disturbance in the stone debris by the inmates of the nearby cottages just outside
the cave brought to light two Victorian shillings, one in mint condition dated 1840.

There is no difficulty in dating the hermit’s cave but it is interesting that such
minute shelters were still being used in the 1gth century, so that shepherd’s cots
could well have been in use at much earlier dates, such as the one at Bevan’s Quarry
Round Barrow.
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The history of the hermit under discussion is interesting as almost first-hand
information has been forthcoming. During my work on the Bevan’s Quarry Round
Barrow one of the County Council’s staff working on the road near my excavation
told me that an old friend of his, now deceased, had known the hermit whose name
was Adam Miflin. Miflin was a recluse and a slatter by trade, when given an order
for slates he would prepare them and take them by wheel barrow to Stow-on-the-
Wold, a distance of four miles. From other information, too, he was known to
prepare an embrocation from dead animals, such as hedgehogs (very well known
for rheumatism), sheep accidently found dead and rats bought for a penny apiece
from the local farmers, for sale at Stow Fair. He was also known to be a miser and
amongst his worser traits were those of leaving bread on his roof to harden in the
sun and meat to become ‘“‘retchey’’ or maggoty thereby acquiring additional meat.

That the Cot could have existed much earlier as a shelter for a religious recluse
is of course possible, and I am indebted to Mr Christopher Dye for his reference
to such a use of a barrow in Felix’s Life of St Guthlac (674-716) of East Anglia.

Disposal of finds

The finds have been presented to the City Museum, Gloucester, and can be
identified by the initials:

“B” for bags of sherds,
“F” for flints,
“Q” for objects.

General Publications consulted :

P.P.S. XXVI (1960), 178. F. H. Erith and 1. H. Longworth. A Bronze Age
Urnfield on Vinces Farm, Ardleigh, Essex, see p. 18g.

thid, XXXII (1966). I. F. Smith and D. D. A. Simpson. Excavation of a Round
Barrow on Overton Hill, North Wiltshire.

Areh. Fourn. CXIX (1962), pp. 1-65. J. B. Calkin. The Bournemouth area in
the Late Bronze Age.

Oxoniensia. XXIX /XXX (1964/5), p- 75. J. H. Case.
Guide Catalogue of the Neolithic and Bronze Age Antiquities: Devizes Museum (1964).
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