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tinned, and the shoulder is decorated. Cf Wheeler and Wheeler 1932, FIG 19, 89. (Both this and
no 11 were found twisted, but for reasons of clarity are illustrated as straightened.) F 6—2.
11. Handle of spoon with offset bowl. The decorated shoulder looks like a crude version of chip
carving, and this and the bowl are both tinned. Probably late rather than early. F 6-2.
12. Curved and flattened strip, with marked striations on one side. Just possibly part of a strigil,
otherwise cut waste sheet, later twisted. Area 4—2.
Not Illustrated
15 Fragments of twisted bronze wire, from an armlet or finger ring. F 10-2 and F 6—2.
14—16 Fragments of pins; no heads survive.
17 Heavy, oval-sectioned ring, 3 cm diam. From harness or chain belt. F 6-3.
18 Child’s ring or ear-ring with overlapping terminals. 1.5 cm diam. F 6—2.
19 Armlet of double strand wire, c. 6.5 cm diam. A common type. Area 13—2.
20 Fragment of bronze wire, probably for remelting. Area F 6—2.
21 Nodule, probably from metal-working. F 20—4. ’
22 Circular disc, slightly dished, of 7.2 cm diam. No apparent means of attachment,
although a D-shaped corrosion on the back may be significant. F 20-2.
27 Rounded and fragmentary spoon bowl, tinned; possibly from no 10 or 11, above. F 6-2. -

TRON OBIJECTS

Broockes (¥F1G 15) D. F. MACKRETH
Of eleven brooches, all apparently of the same pattern, the complete form is best represented by
no 3; the top of the bow has a rolled-under head which houses an axis bar for a hinged pin. The bow
tapers to a pointed foot with a shallow catch-plate. The pin is a simple wire with a hammered-out
top which is pierced to take the axis bar (sez no 2). A projection at the head comes into contact with
the back of the bow when the pin is depressed, and the pin has to be bent in order to engage the
catch-plate.

The chief advantage of this kind of brooch is that it is very easy to make and it uses, presumably,
a cheaper material than a copper alloy. A simple bar of iron is hammered out at one end and rolled
for the head of the bow, while for the catch-plate, the bar is rotated through go degrees and the
other end is hammered out.

There is even less good dating for this kind of brooch than for the more obviously attractive
bronze ones. Nevertheless, iron as a material for brooches seems to be confined entirely to the 1st
century or earlier; if it is reasonable to associate these iron strip brooches with their bronze counter-
parts, their floruit is probably over by 75 A.D. but it is not certain whether the type had developed
before the Roman Conquest. Cf inhumation found by Pitt Rivers at Rotherley (Excavations in
Cranborne Chase, Vol II, 126, pl. Cl. 4, and 195, pl. cxxv1, 8, skeleton 6, pit 54).

Catalogue of Iron Brooches (FIG 15)

1 F o2 2 Area 4—4 3 Area 4—4

4 Area 1z3—2 5 Fig-2 6 Area 4—5
Not Illustrated

7 F10-2 8 F 46 9 Fig—=2

10 Part of bow in pieces. Area 13-4
11 Part of bow and catch-plate. Unstratified.
Other Objects
FIG 16 1 Chisel with top missing. Area 4-6.

2 Chisel with top missing. F 3—2.
-3 Chisel, complete small cold chisel. F 3—2.
4 Needle. F 10-2.
5 Chisel, with broken end. F 10—2.
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FIG. 15.
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FIG. 16.
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6 ?Spatulate end of a stylus. Area 4—2 (¢f Richmond 1968, FIG 59, 84).
7 Part of a chisel. Wedge shaped and well preserved, probably tempered. Area 4—2.
8 Part of splay-ended chisel. Area 13~3.
9 ?Tool, use unknown, possibly an awl, punch or graver. Area 4—2 (cf Wainwright
1967, 97, FIG 25, 36).
FIG 17 1 Goad. Short tubular socket with spike, made from one thin metal strip. Area 4-3
(cf Payne 1947, 104).
2 Door staple. U-shaped object with flattened ends and circular central section.
F 6—2.
3 Blunt ended, trefoil-headed nail. Another similar unillustrated. Cutting 2 (Brodribb,
Hands and Walker 1972, FIG 47, no 238).
?Socketed, chisel-ended ferrule or possibly socketed chisel. Area 4E—4.
Bar with ring, probably a snaffle bit. F 15-2.
Blunt-ended, forged, heeled pin. Area 4-6.
Cleat. Probably wood or ?boot cleat. Unstratified. (Brodribb, Flands and Walker 1968,
107, FIG 36, no 67; 1973, 128, FIG 62, no 456.) Another similar not illustrated.
Flat, hooked bar with part of ?loop over end. ?Steelyard. F 6-2.
Part of chain with two interlocking loops. F 4~2.
Flat strip, bent at right angles with rectangular opening at end. Possibly part of a
hinge or binding with a nail or rivet hole. F 4—2.
FIG 18 1-4 Split pins; 2 large, 1 medium and 1 small. Used in wood or leather working. F 20—2;
Area 4-6; Area 13-3 (Curle 1911, 2go, pl. LXVII, nos 10-13. Cunliffe 1968, 10g,
nos 278 and 279).
5 Iron stud. Possibly a boot stud. Area 4—4.
6 Uncertain, another similar not illustrated. Area 4—=2.
7 Cleaver and handle with knob at end. F 6-3.
8 ?Toggle with one chain link, possibly medieval. Area 13-1.
Iron (not illustrated)
1 Unstratified. Flat rectangular piece of iron, approxunately 2.5 by 3.5 cm. Rectangular
hole just off centre. Use uncertain.
2 ?Knife. Flat rectangular object, possibly blade of knife. F 6—3.
% Small flat rod. F 5E—2. Use uncertain.
4 Pointed object, spike. Area 13—6. Use uncertain.
5 ?Part of knife blade. Flat triangular object. F 23—2.
6
7
8

o Ww w ~N SOU

1

Semi-circular plate, possibly with a hole at the centre, F 13-E. Use uncertain.
Flat triangular iron plate, slightly curved. F 5E—2. Use uncertain.
Flat piece of iron. F 20-2. Use uncertain.
9 Flat piece of iron. F 20—2. Use uncertain.

10 Flat piece of iron. F 8A—2. Use uncertain.

11 Iron bar with square section, 7.5 ¢cm in length. F 5—2.

12 Iron bar, 5 cm long. F 20—2.

15 Iron bar. F 5E—2.

14. ?Boot stud. Part of ser. F 4—1.

15 Small iron lump. F 27-2.

16 Small iron lump. F 4—2.

17 Small iron lump. F 8A-2.

18 Flat, square plate. F 6—2.

19 Flat iron strip with narrowed end. F 5E—2.

20 Flat iron strip with narrowed end. Area 4E—4.

21 Flat iron strip with narrowed end. Unstratified.

22 ?Pins/needles. Two iron pins or needles. Unstratified.
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FIG. 18,
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Timber Nails

A total of 217 iron nails was found. 39 had shanks 10-14, cm long with a head 2 cm in diameter,
148 had shanks 6.8 cm long with heads 0.5-2.5 cm diameter. There were also nine small bent,
headless nails or hooks 4-6 cm in length.

The majority of both types of nails are associated with the late occupation levels, particularly in
Area 4 and in features 5, 6 and 8A, with the greatest concentration of both types in Area 4. A few
nails were associated with the earlier occupation levels in Areas 4 and 13. .
Boot[Shoe Nails
65 dome-headed nails were recovered, the majority from the latest occupation levels. Two types
were recognized.

1 Head 8 mm in diameter, total length 1.5 cm.
2 Head 10 mm in diameter, total length 1.7 cm.

Slag (Summary) * 8. SPRATT
Three samples of slag, one each from layer 1, 2 and 4, were chosen as representative of the appar-
ently different types present. They were analysed colourimetrically on an ST oo Pye Unicon
Spectophotometer for iron and silica content.

REsuLts ' .
Area ~ Layer % Silica % Iron oxide
F 4 1 52.2 32.6
F 5E 2 68.2 18.3
F 40 4 56.8 24.5
Daiscusston

Smelting is the purification and refining of a metal by allowing crude and unwanted material to
float to the surface of the ‘melt’. This usually consists of a high percentage of silica, hence the above
result. The total iron content of the slag depends in the first instance on' the purity of iron and
content in the ore. A chemical analysis of the ratio FeO/Fe,0; may determine the temperature
which was reached during smelting. Over goo°C is required to convert all iron to the higher oxi-
dation state. The high iron content in the slag indicates an inefficient iron smelting process.

SILVER

1. Part of a finger ring c. 2.0 cm in diam. A flattened shoulder, emphasized by two engraved lines,
expands to form a setting which probably held a stone or engraved gem. Although probably silver,
the ring could be a silver-gold or other alloy. From area 4—2. Not illustrated.

LEAD

1—4 Fragments of rivets for repairing pottery. One of these is still in place in an amphora sherd.
F 3—2. Not illustrated.
5. L-shaped rod of triangular section. F 6—2. Not illustrated.
6. Rectangular strip folded over at both ends. F 6-2. Not illustrated.
7. FIG 19, 8. Spindle whorl, 2.4 cm diameter, with an 0.4, cm diameter central hole, and weigh-
ing 25 gr. F 5—4.

JET
1. FIG. 14. Fragment of a ring with a flat top and grooving on the band. F 5-2.
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GLASS AND FRIT (¥16 19) D. CHARLESWORTH
It is not possible to determine how many vessels were represented by the 47 small fragments re-
covered. None of the pieces shows signs of weathering except for the large millefiori fragment, in
which the glass forming the centres of the petals has totally decayed.

In the following catalogue the numbers given in brackets before the location refer to the site
numbers:

FIG 19, 1. Two pieces of millefiori (72) F 15-4 & (86) Area 13-3 not illustrated, are the only fine
glass on the site. Both are from the same vessel, probably a shallow dish or bowl with a wheel-cut
rim, in an emerald green glass. The tlowers are composed of opaque blue centres and petals in the

- missing colour (opaque red or white?), surrounded by an opaque yellow. This is a piece of properly
formed millefiori glass, not later than A.D. 5o, if as late, and only occurs at a few places in Britain,
notably London, Silchester, St Albans, Caerleon and Colchester (Hawkes and Hull 1947, 288—g5).
Two other fragments were also found at Andoversford, but bear a strip and lace design.

2. (75, from Area 4-6, 137a, b.) Three pieces of amber glass from a flagon or jug of uncertain
form, with a handle bearing a single rib. A type made in the Seine-Rhine area, c. 70—130 (Faider-
Feytmans 1952, 1-81, and Biddle 1967, 238-4.1).

3. (145) from F 6-2. Beaker in a greenish glass, with the rim reheated in the flame to round it
off. Not earlier than ¢. A.D. 375. (Haberey 1942, 249-84). In general rounded rims are post-a.D.
400, but without supporting evidence, such as form or possible decoration, it would be rash to
assign this piece to any particular period.

4. (134 and 156) from area 4—2. Two fragments in a slightly greenish glass, with a knocked off,
lightly ground rim. Not earlier than c. A.D. 375 (Harden 1959, 52, the Winthill Bowl).

5. Melon bead in blue frit (paste). Ultimately imported from the Mediterranean in the Flavian
and Antonine period; certainly not later than ¢. A.D. 200. From area 4—4, below wall.

Not Illustrated )

(139) Base of similar flagon or jug to FIG 20, 2. Area 4—2.

(124, 125) Unidentifiable handle fragments. Area 13—2 and F 6—2.

(100, 107, 109 and 168) from below cobbles, (126 and 170) on cobbles, (142) from ¥ 3—2. Un-
certain types in natural green bottle glass. Mid 1st-early zrd century.

(84 and 115) from Area 4 layers 4. and 6; (141) F 6—2; (164) from F 20-2; (165) from Area 13-2;
(167) from Area 4-1.

(141) is part of a base moulding of a bottle ¢. 70-130, although these bottles appear earlier and
continue in use until ¢. 150, with some later survivals (Charlesworth 1966, 26—40).

(74) Area 4-6. Handle fragment from a bottle of the type discussed above (141).

(129) Area 13-3; (131) F 8-3; (143) F 8A—2; (161, 162) Area 4-2; (163) topsoil. Colourless
glass from uncertain forms. (163) possibly Roman but uncertain and the remainder could date
anywhere between the 2nd and mid 4th century.

(132) from F 1g-2. Colourless glass in a thick metal; probably late 4th century.

(66, go) from F 20 and F 52, not illustrated. Beads. The former is an opaque blue glass and is
biconical in shape, while the latter is part of a globular green glass bead. Both are common on
Roman sites.

(133, 135, 138, 144, 155, 157, 160, 171, 172 and 214) from layers 1 and 2, not illustrated.
Post-Med ‘glass. Mainly wine bottles and ?17th-century window glass, but (138) and (157) are in
dark brown metal with opaque blue and white marvered into their surface. These are undoubtedly
products of the Nailsea glasshouses (1788-1873) (Thorpe 1935, 233-4).

BONE
Bone Objects
FIG 14 1 Fragment of cylindrical decorated bone, probably a knife handle. Area 4-5.
2 Fragment of a tally, five cross cuts surviving, made from a rib. F 28~4.
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3 Fragment of a tally, four notches surviving, made from a sheep or goat radius.
Area 4-3.

4 Sheep or goat metatarsal, perforated through one face, probably a weaving shuttle.
F 6-2. (Cf Bulleid and Gray 1911, 421-7.)

5 Part of a bone pin. Area 4~6. Not illustrated.

6 Splinter of bovine metapodial with a polished point. Area 13~3. Not illustrated.

Human Tooth R. BAILEY
From area 4—6. Upper pre-molar with interdental caries and a broken root, suggesting it had
probably been extracted by forceps.

Plaster Cast of an Oz Hoof Print R. F. EVERTON
FIG 20. The cast of the hoof print, though incomplete in some details, retains many features
associated with an ox hoof, but insufficient to determine its anatomical position.

FIG. 20.

A. The left abaxial border is bluntly pointed in front sweeping round to end in a bulbous pro-
jection at X; the accessory digit. The concavity of the volar aspect is just apparent medial to the
anterior end of the abaxial border.

B. On the left side, the abaxial border and the accessory digit are clearly visible. The abaxial
border makes an angle of about 30° with the ground surface, represented by the flat, upper surface
of the cast (Sisson and Grossman 1962, g20).

Dimensions Maximum length of the digit 78 mm.

Maximum breadth of the hoof 80 mm.

Animal Bones R. F. EvERTON
The bones from this site were almost entirely fragmentary; only the smaller more compact bones,
such as those of the carpus and tarsus, had survived intact. The main animals were sheep and oxen,
with horse, pig and dog of minor or negligible importance.

METHOD

The bones were identified as to species etc. and an estimate, if possible, was made of the sex and age
using Silver’s data (Silver, 1969). Sheep mandibles and loose teeth were aged using data for iron
age sheep at Barley (Ewbank, Phillipson and Whitehouse, 1964, 423-6). The determination of sex
was difficult due to the fragmentary nature of the bone but was attempted to a minor degree on the
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loose teeth, on the assumption that the few very large teeth were most likely to have been derived
from male animals. ‘

EARLY OCCUPATION

The bones of ox and sheep made up the bulk of the material, with horse, pig and dog making only
a minor contribution.

Shee
Thell'r;. was a minimum number of 15 sheep represented by bones (66 from loose teeth) of which
one was perinatal and another about 3-6 months. 13 were between 132 years and one was an
adult male. A total of 14 animals were available as food, comprising about 350 lbs of meat (using
data in Chaplin, 1971), if the ‘stud’ male was also eaten. The greater proportion of animals re-
presented by the teeth were over a year old, and represented a similar proportion of those calculated
from the bones. 1,500 1bs of meat could have been obtained from these animals.

There was a good scatter of skeletal elements, including a large number of phalanges and meto-
podials indicating the presence of whole animals.

Ozen
There were seven animals represented by the bones (15 from loose teeth), of which three were
juvenile (up to 2} years) and two immature (24-3% years) and one adult male and one aged animal.
Fragments of skulls and mandibles, loose teeth and bones of the extremities predominated,
certainly not food refuse and more likely to be the residue from butchery or hide preparation.
Although there was a good scatter of skeletal elements, the large proportion of skulls and mandible
fragments would suggest that beef did not provide as much meat for the diet as the minimum
number of oxen would suggest.

Horse
Five loose teeth and three bones from the extremities provide a small amount of evidence of one
young adult horse.

The dog and pig were poorly represented and were of little importance. The economy appears to
have been based upon agriculture and sheep rearing, mainly for wool. Oxen would have been used
mainly as draught animals. There is a little evidence for the preparation of hides, and indirect
evidence of butchery.

LATE OCCUPATION

This phase produced the greatest amount of bone; sheep and oxen predominate. Pig, horse and
dog were poorly represented.

Sheep

There was a large number of sheep bone and loose teeth, representing ten animals, 34 from the
teeth. A good scatter of skeletal elements showed that the quality of the joints was good. Two
sheep, one foetal, and one of about 14 months at death, were not considered as food, and hence only
eight animals were available, producing about 200 lbs of meat. The 30 animals determined from
the loose teeth, would have produced about 750 lbs.

Ozen

There was a large quantity of ox bones, derived mainly from the skull and extremities, but a few
from the fore quarter could represent poor quality meat. There were five animals represented by
the bones ranging in age from: one of around birth; one at about 18 months; three young adults.
These young animals may well represent food, in which case, about 1,500 lbs of meat would have
been available, although, from the skeletal elements present, not all of this meat could have been
consumed on the site. The presence of large numbers of skull fragments and bones of the extremi-
ties would point to waste from butchery or hide preparation.
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Horse, pig and dog again are of no significance.

The bones showed more knife-marks than those from the early phase. There were two examples
of decapitation of sheep, whether before or after death it is impossible to determine, but decapita-
tion 1s not a recognized method of sheep slaughter. The chopping through of the cervical vertebrae
is more likely to be a butchery practice, and many fine knife cuts around the bones of the extremi-
ties may have been produced during skinning.

Two complete sheep skulls were found in the centre of F 6-3; one was horned and aged about
24 years, the other, about seven months old at death, was hornless. There was no other bone or
artefact associated with them. Several of the bones from area 4 show evidence of having been
gnawed by small rodents which, together with the fragmentary nature of so much of the material,
indicated that much of it had been left lying around and not put into middens.

The economy was based on agriculture and sheep rearing for wool; beef of poorer quality might
have made up part of the diet, but most of the meat was mutton.

In general, the bone from each of the two phases was considerably fragmented. A large propor-
tion, more especially those of the ox bones, seem to have been deliberately broken or chopped up
into pieces about 5 cm by 2 cm, which may account for the lack of identifiable ox long bones. It is
unlikely that this can be interpreted as industrial use, e.g. boiling up to make glue, as there is in-
sufficient total bone material present. An alternative explanation is that the community augmented
its poor diet wth bone soup.

STONE
FIG 19 6 Segment of a circular brown sandstone disc. F 5~2.
7 Rectangular whetstone of pennant sandstone, grooved by pm/needle sharpening.
Cutting 1, ditch.
g Half of a perforat‘ed limestone disc drilled from both faces. Area 4-6.

Not Illustrated

Possible base of a quern of old red sandstone, with an area of wear within a slight hollow in the
middle of the stone, suggesting its use or re-use as a saddle quern.

Fragment of used quern of ?old red sandstone. From posthole x1v.

Whetstone, square sectioned, of pennant sandstone. F 6—2.

Triangular fragment of polished pennant sandstone. Area 4—4.

Fragment of an old red sandstone pebble, probably used as a ‘rubber’. Area 13-3.

Fragment of a pebble of quartz conglomerate or sandstone, from the carboniferous limestone,
probably used as a ‘rubber’. Area 4-6.

Rectangular, oval sectioned fragment of volcanic ash, probably used as a whetstone.

Large quartz pebble. F 11-2.

Four small quartz pebbles, three from Area 4—4, and one Area 13-3.

Pebble of black mudstone. Area 4-6.

Rectangular pebble with wedge-shaped section of black mudstone. F 11—2.

Rectangular pebble with wedge-shaped section of fine grained ash. F 6-2.

Disc/counter of limestone, 3 cm diameter. From- Area 4—4.

FLINT riG 21 and 22A A. EvERTON

From the Ezcavation
49 flints were recovered, all associated with the BB levels. Some, however, are of types firmly
associated with earlier prehistoric assemblages:
1 core 2 scale flaked knives
1 core trimming flake 2 other flake knives
25 waste flakes 3 retouched flakes
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5 convex scrapers (one fire-crackled; one 1 blade
re-worked as a borer) 1 unclassified

1 notched flake

Of these, 13 implements are illustrated in FIG 21, nos 1—g and 14, and FIG 224, nos 10-13 and 15

1 Transverse convex flake scraper.

2 Side scraper, reworked on a flake struck in antiquity.

% Part of a convex flake scraper, manufactured from a flake struck in antiquity, and
subsequently retrimmed as a borer; the three different periods of use are differenti-
ated by varying patination.

4 Convex flake scraper, with a partially ground and polished bulber surface (shown
black). The retouch appears to cut through the polished surface, suggesting either a
resharpening, or re-use of a polished discoidal knife.

FIG. 22. A. Lodge Farm; flints. B. Church Road; iron and flints.
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5 Flake knife, with scale-flaking on the dorsal surface.
6 Bulbar end of a scale-flaked knife.
7 Flake knife, with steep retouch along the cutting edge, showmg signs of re-utilization.
8 Flake knife, possibly part of a composite tool.
g Thick, retouched flake, with notch worked on one edge
10 Retouched flake, with a small notch on one edge, the other edge has flat inversely
applied retouch, along it, which cuts through the patination, indicating its re-use.
11 Small rectangular flake, the thin edge is shattered and heavily worn.
12 Small flake with one serrated edge and a slight notch in the other.
13 Small utilized flake.

Surface Finds

g flints were recovered from the areas adjacent to the excavation during topsoil removal. These
included pieces from two cores, two waste flakes and one lightly utilized flake. Two implements
were also recovered: ,

FIG 21 14 Bulbar end of a convex scraper, with flat retouch.

FIG 22A 15 Blade with irregularly serrated retouch applied inversely along one edge. Bulbar end
removed obliquely by vertical retouch and used as a scraper.

The presence of both cores and waste flakes indicates that knapping occurred in the vicinity, but
the re-use of some flakes suggests that flint was not easily obtainable. Knives 7 and 8 are similar
to Neolithic examples from Windmill Hill and the West Kennet Avenue (Smith 1965, 98—-g). The
scraper/borer 3, would fit into a Neolithic assemblage, while the polished scraper 4 falls into
Piggot’s ‘Secondary Neolithic’ cultures (Piggott 1954, 283—5) and Smith’s Later Neolithic (Smith
1965, 105-6; 240—1). The scale-flaked knives are characteristic of the Beaker industries, as is the
scraper 14. The blade, 15, could be Mesolithic, but also occurs in later industries; while the rec-
tangular flake 11 is similar to implements used as lathe tools in the production of shale objects in
the RB period.

The absence of definable Mesolithic and early Neolithic tools suggests that the prehistoric occu-
pation of the site took place in the late Neolithic-Beaker period. .
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A. BvertoN, D. MiLEs

48 ALVESTON, Conygare. c. ST 652870
Prehistoric occupation
Prehistoric flints

REPORT

A flint scatter from 65108720 to 65148681 included a NEO/BA unpolished stone flake with second-
ary retouch. At 63648602 part of a nodule originally circular in shape and well polished on the end
could possibly have been used as a pestle or similar implement for grinding. :
" .A. EvERTON
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49 ALVESTON, Church Road. ST 64508571
RB settlement
Salvage excavation, 196g/70. Bristol Archaeol. Res. Gp.
Flint implements and flakes; RB pottery; iron objects; human remains.

-

REPORT

During field walking in 1969, new drainage ditches on either side of the widened road exposed
sections of an RB ditch which had been cut at an oblique angle. The sections on the N side were
off-set to the W by 50 cm. Complete sections of the features were only visible on the S side, where a
vertical, but not right-angled section was obtained by cutting back the S edge of the road-side ditch. A
re-examination of the site over a year later exposed a burial 1 m W of the RB features.

FIG 23

An 18-g2o-year-old female had been interred probably before the cutting of the RB ditches. Her

T
%ézfi:%}f
00, 0,00

FIG. 23. RB. ditch and burial.
Turf and top soil.
Brown loam.
Black silty clay with charcoal flecks.
Black gritty silt with charcoal flecks.
Dark grey silty clay.
Medium grey silty clay.
. Natural light grey clay.
. Redeposited light grey clay, with brown flecks. -
Medium grey/blue clay.
Human burial. Blue clay with fragmented bones.
. Yellow sandy clay sub-soil.

Church Road, Alveston ST 64508571
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skull was the only recognizable part of the skeleton; the rest of the body was represented by bone
fragments within an area of bright blue staining in the grey clay. A thin layer of yellow sandy
clay overlay the burial, below a redeposited light grey brown flecked clay. The extent of this dis-
turbance was not clearly defined.

The burial was probably orientated NE-SW, with head to the NE. A small, triangular iron point,
which could be the damaged tip from an arrow or spear head, was found in the blue clay with the
bones and imay have been the cause of death. Parts of three to four large nails were found in associ-
ation with the burial in layer 1 suggesting that a coffin may have been used. Ten minute sherds of
RB pottery with slightly abraded edges and animal bones came from layer H. This layer was cut
by the earliest phase of the ditches but was not clearly defined at the lowest level, due to water in
the modern ditch. The deposits below the burial were not examined due to a rise in water level.

The RB ditch was stratified below topsoil and a layer of brown loam, from which some RB
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sherds were recovered. The ditch was probably associated with fields and had been re-cut and cleaned
out at least four times before finally silting up; the latest ditch was a much shallower and smaller
feature. There was a marked difference between the deposits of the four phases, suggesting different
rates of silting. Layer F, in the earliest phase, was only slightly darker than the undisturbed clay
of G, suggesting a quick silting up of that feature. The darker, more humic content of the other
phases probably indicates a slower rate of deposition of silt. Finds from the ditches include RB
sherds of types common in the Severn Valley area. The small sherds had abraded edges. Half an
iron horse shoe came from the junction of layers B and C. Other finds from the ditch were two flint
flakes, two nails and animal bones.

THE MATERIAL

POTTERY
There were g5 sherds from the ditch and layer B. The few from layer B were small and heavily
abraded. 21 different fabrics are represented all of types typical of the Severn Valley area. These
include black burnished wares, and Lodge Farm type fabrics 5, 6, 10, 17, 23, 24, 33, 34. The other
fabrics, although similar to some from Lodge Farm, were all harder and sandier.

Associated with the burial were 10 minute and abraded sherds. Six different fabrics were re-
presented including one sherd each of Samian, black burnished ware, colour coated and Lodge
Farm type 17. The remaining 6 sherds are similar to two of the hard sandy wares from the ditch.

FLINT (716 22B)
From the ditch:

3 Small flake of white flint with notch worked on one edge.

4 Bectangular flake of dark grey flint, with distal end removed.

This flake was re-trimmed in antiquity, as the bifacial retouch on one edge has cut through the
surface patination.

IRON (¥16 22B)
From the ditch:
1 Half a horse shoe with two rectangular holes on the front edge.

Not Illustrated:
Two nails. One with a head 2.3 cm diameter.

Associated with the burial (FIG 22B):
No 2 Small triangular point with elliptical cross-section. Both edges are damaged, but the re-
constructed shape suggests it is the tip from an arrow or spearhead.

Not THustrated:
Parts of nine nails including five points, one shank and three heads.

BONE
Human R. F. EviErTON, E. K. TRATMAN
The skull was the only recognizable part and consisted of the calva which had retained its globular
shape but was comminuted; the largest fragment was the right temporal bone. The remaining
skull fragments were about 1 cm square up to 5 by 4 cm. Six right maxillary and five mandibular
teeth were also present. The post cranial skeleton consisted of a blue clay shadow in which were
small fragments of ends of bones.

Those parts of the skull which have sexual characteristics indicated a female. Attrition on the
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teeth showed an edge to edge bite and an age between 18—20 years. Ante mortem cavities on some
teeth suggest poor oral hygiene.

Animal
Table I (associated with the burial)

e Man-  Mandibulary  Maxillary Metapo- )
Skull  dible Teeth Teeth Scapular dials Phalanges Tibia  Others
Ox 1 1 1 1 26
Sheep 1 . 1 1 2 1 1
Horse ) 1

Table II (from the ditches)

Mandibulary Mazillary
Skull Mandible Teeth Teeth Metapodials Radius Others
Ox 1 2 3 1 . 24
Sheep 1 2 1
Horse 1 1

Note. Part of a right ox mandible had gross osteitus at the level on pm 4, probably due to an in-
fected injury.

Conclusions. Although the quantity of bone material is small, the skeletal elements present do not
represent food waste. :
A. anp R. F. EVERTON

50 ALVESTON, Earthcott Green. ST 64958552
Post-Med Settlement
Field Survey. Bristol Archaeol. Res. Gp.

REPORT

Some of the earthworks in the fields to the N and E of Earthcott Green Farm are the remains of
boundary ditches from fields established in the 1836 enclosure of the Green. Other earthworks on
the edge of the Green mark the site of a blacksmith’s shop, house and garden, demolished after
1840.

A. EVERTON

51 PATCHWAY. 587816
Flint scatter
Field survey, Bristol Archaeol. Res. Gp.
Flint flakes. Bristol City Museum, Acc 2091973

REPORT

Ten flint flakes were recovered from the spoil of a drainage ditch dug immediately alongside the
Ms. All were waste flakes except two; one a broken blade, the second a fire-crackled core flake.
The quality of the flint was poor, and was cream or creamy-white in colour, with a grey-brown
core. *

G. OARLEY
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FIG. 24. Pottery from sites 25 (1—3) and 27 (4~10) (0)
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