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220 NOTES
Stone object (K1G. 7, 16)

(Quadrant cut from a laminated Lias limestone fragment. Only the curved side has had to be
shaped. Fill of feature 10.

April 1985 ' E.G. and A.]. PRICE

TWO PREHISTORIC IMPLEMENTS FOUND NEAR TYTHERINGTON,
AVON

The area round T ytherington, eleven or so miles north-east of Bristol, is a prolific one for sites and
finds both of pre- and post-Roman date, and two noteworthy implements, a macehead and a flint
axe or chisel have recently been recorded from this vicimity. The writer 1s indebted to Mr Roger
Howell for drawing her attention to these finds.

T'he macehead, of which only half now survives, was found at Stidcote Farm (ST 6835 8863).

FIG. 8 Implements from Tytherington, Avon. Left: macehead; right: axe/chisel. Scale 1:2.
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The material used for the Tytherington macehead is possibly of more interest than the shape of
the implement. The stone, an iron-stained quartzite, must have been selected for its striking
colouring, with dark red ferruginous bands on a lighter background of variable pinkish/yellow/
grey appearance (FIG. 9). Materials that were attractive visually were often chosen for
maceheads, banded rocks being especially popular, and the likelihood of this coloured quartzite
having been selected deliberately 1s borne out by other examples. A turther seventeen or eighteen
maceheads made from red-and-white quartzite may be cited, covering all types except cushion
maceheads, and from widely distributed findspots in England, Scotland, and Wales. A specific
source for this material cannot be suggested, since quartzite pebbles are a widespread
phenomenon, and possibilities include Triassic deposits such as the Budleigh Salterton beds,
Bunter pebble beds, or even local Rhaetic beds, while they also occur among Pleistocene drift,
for instance as plateau pebbles (Cave 1977, 227).

A late neolithic date is likely for this macehead. The only directly comparable implement from
an associated context, a fragmentary Thames pestle macehead, was recorded at Skara Brae (Roe
1968, 154 and fig. 33, 6).

The axe or chisel (FIG. 8) was found on Barmer’s Lands Farm (8T 6620 8930), and 1s the
property of Messrs Robert and Claud Hetherington, who kindly loaned it temporarily to the
writer for recording purposes. It is made of grey, mottled flint with some cortex, and is 187 mm
in length, 43 mm maximum breadth, and 21 mm maximum depth. It weighs 210 g and is
polished all over, though with traces of flaking remaining along the sides. 'The implement has a
finely striated surface, visible only under magnification, which also shows that the extreme edge
of the blade 1s worn. One surface at the blade end seems to be more polished than the other.

This tool is rather slender compared with other flint axes, and alternative uses suggest
themselves. One possibility is that it was used as a kind of auger; it could perhaps also have been
utilized as a chisel. This latter type of artetact lacks full definition, often being dithcult to
distinguish among axes and adzes (Adkins & Jackson 1978, 11), but Manby has 1dentified and
described examples from Yorkshire (Manby 1974, 90). These, however, are all smaller than the
implement described here, forming a recognizable small class of their own, with some
associations with Grooved Ware.
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