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I begin this address, as many of my predecessors have done by thanking you for having done me
the honour of electing me as President. It may well have been the Tramsactions of this Society
which first excited my interest in local history, and I can well recall at school quarrying early
volumes for interesting scraps of local knowledge — a thirst for which, I had discovered, was not
to be satisfied by reference to the Revd Alfred Lee’s very worthy but very dull nineteenth-
century History of Tetbury, my home town.! It has been therefore not only an honour but a great
pleasure eventually to find myself occupying the Presidential seat. It was also a pleasure last year
to welcome so many members of the Society to Oxford and to the Bodleian Library which is the
repository of so much material for the history of our county and the two great cities of
Gloucester and Bristol. I am not, of course, the first President of this Society to occupy a senior
position in the University of Oxford. I can claim, however, to be the first of the twenty-two
holders of the title of Bodley’s Librarian since 1600 also to hold this presidential title; though
looking back through the list of past Presidents I am surprised not to find there the name of
Falconer Madan, Bodley’s Librarian from 1912 to 1919, and the son of Canon George Madan,
Rector of Dursley. Falconer Madan throughout his life had an interest in Gloucestershire’s
history and, indeed, was present at the inaugural meeting of this Society in August 1876.2

Like me, however, Falconer Madan had the pleasure of welcoming the Society to the
Bodleian Library when it held its summer meeting at Moreton-in-Marsh and Oxford in July
1891.3 The Society took its pleasures seriously during that four-day meeting. The first day
consisted of a series of visits to North Cotswold places: too many places, perhaps, for at one of
them, Blockley (‘far in advance of most places of much greater importance, for it is lighted by
electricity’), the party arrived at the church for a tour to be conducted by the vicar only to be
told ‘that they were overdue at Northwick Park, so that time did not admit of the examination
of this highly interesting church’. This was not the only hiccup of the day: the evening’s
conversazione which began at 8.30 pm at the Redesdale Hotel in Moreton should have
consisted of four papers but, alas, there were only three because an accident had occurred. ‘In
opening the Meeting, the President said he had to express his regret, in which he was confident
the Company would participate, when he told them that Mr Royce, who had kindly prepared a
paper to be read this evening “On the Church and parish of Bourton-on-the-Hill” had, in
driving from Stow, unfortunately lost his manuscript’. It must have been a nightmare for the
Revd David Royce, but luckily it was later recovered and printed in the Transactions.*

The next day consisted of visits to eight different places before the party reached Oxford
where the following two days were spent in intensive visiting. Falconer Madan showed members
round the Bodleian Library but obviously did not give the secretary a copy of his talk since the
Transactions contain the apologetic note: “We regret that we are unable to give a summary of his
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interesting address on the foundation, growth and present condition of this great library’. In the
evening, at Brasenose College, he lectured again to them on the history of the City and
University of Oxford.

The Society has visited Oxford many times since then, notably two years in succession in
1910 and again in 1911 at either end of the year when T.H. Warren (later Sir Herbert Warren)
was President. He had succeeded C.W.C. Oman (later Sir Charles Oman) and was not only
President of the Society but also President of Magdalen College. During the first visit he was, in
addition, Vice-Chancellor of the University and during the second, Professor of Poetry.’ He
was, of course, a Bristolian. Sir Charles Oman returned as President of the Society for a second
term in 1923-4 when, most unusually, the AGM at Chipping Campden had had to be
rescheduled from July to September 1923, because in July smallpox had broken out in
Gloucester, and Campden was unwilling then to entertain ‘visitors from the infected district’.6

I cannot discover that in any of its subsequent visits the Society was welcomed to the
Bodleian Library until 1992 when, as I have said, it was a pleasure to show you some parts of it
and to set out for you some of the items of relevance to this ‘county. It was naturally to this
material that I turned at first when deciding what should form the subject of my address: for
there is much of it. Because of the Bodleian Library’s very long and settled history, and because
of its strengths in the fields of local topographical studies and local antiquarianism, it has acted,
over the years prior to the coming of first the public library system and then the county record
office network, as a magnet for the papers and the collections of those whose own locality did
not offer an existing repository for the results of their researches. This role was strengthened in
the 18th and 19th centuries by the arrival in the Library of the enormous collections of, first,
Richard Rawlinson in 1755, and then the even larger collections of Richard Gough in 1809.
Interestingly both of these vast accumulations were destined originally for other repositories
with which, late in life, the benefactors then quarrelled: in the case of Rawlinson it was the
Society of Antiquaries and in the case of Gough, the British Museum. There is a message there
for all latter-day archivists and librarians about keeping a good rapport with potential donors -
right up to the end.

The Bodleian Library as a natural haven, as it were, for local materials and the papers of
antiquarians, coupled with its proximity to this county has, over the years, drawn on to its
shelves many collections of Gloucestershire relevance and has gone on doing so. Thus it was,
for instance, that when Roland Austin just before the Second World War convinced the
Gloucester City Council that it should have its most important charters photographed as a
security and conservation measure, he had three copies made: two to remain in Gloucester and
the other to be offered to the Bodleian Library where, indeed, it remains.” In the same way, and
with much the same motves, when in 1949 Irvine Gray discovered the ‘lost’ official papers of
Charles I’s attorney-general, Sir John Bankes, in the estate office at Lydney Park, it was to the
Bodleian Library that their owner, Lord Bledisloe, turned in order to assign them at first a
temporary and then a permanent home, though he had also considered the Public Record
Office and the British Museum as possibilities.?

This particular case may have had more to do with Lord Bledisloe’s devotion to his old
university which had given him an honorary D.C.L. on his return from the Governor-
Generalship of New Zealand some fifteen years earlier, but it was one in the series of gifts,
bequests, and purchases which had brought Gloucestershire materials into the Bodleian. Some
of them now have a curious ring: in 1678, for instance, our accounts record the payment of 15s.
for the carriage of a whale from Lechlade (presumably by water): it had apparently been caught
in the Severn, and was presented by William Jordan, a Gloucester apothecary.? What happened
to it I do not know but it was in the early 18th century displayed in the Anatomy School
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adjacent to the Library and serves to remind us how libraries in the 17th century were not solely
repositories for books but were also cabinets of curiosities.

Those who have gone before me, however, have covered well the important Gloucestershire
materials which are now in my care. The very first Presidential address given to this Society by
Sir William Vernon Guise referred to the importance for the county’s history of the parochial
visitation of the County of Gloucester by Dr. Richard Parsons: a manuscript which after his
death in 1711 passed through the hands of other antiquaries before coming to the Bodleian with
Richard Rawlinson’s collections in 1755.1 And the work of many of those whose names crop up
again and again in the county histories: Bigland, Fosbroke, Wantner, Furney, and many more
will be found at the Bodleian. Archdeacon Furney in bequeathing his own and Abel Wantner’s
manuscripts also bequeathed a number of charters from the Abbey at Gloucester including no
fewer than three confirmations of Magna Carta, the earliest dating from 1217. What right the
Archdeacon of Surrey had to own these items, doubtless acquired while a schoolmaster at the
Crypt School, I do not know. But it seems not to have been questioned.!!

In more recent times the Bodleian has continued to benefit from the generosity of donors,
one of the most voluminous of such gifts being the topographical collections and personal
papers of Sir Thomas Phillipps given by Lionel and Philip Robinson in 1946 and 1958 which
run to almost 2,000 volumes and boxes: much of this of course, documenting as it does the
acquisitive habits of a man who built in Gloucestershire one of the biggest collections of books
and manuscripts ever made, is of importance for the history of the intellectual life of the county
in the 19th century.!2 But no list of these men would be complete without including the name of
George Ballard, born in 1706 and educated as a maker of women’s stays in Chipping Campden.
Under the influence of his near neighbour, Elizabeth Elstob, he became very learned in Anglo-
Saxon and, despite his ‘weak and sickly constitution’ so impressed Lord Chedworth and the
gentlemen of his hunt that they offered him an annuity for life of £100 so that he could study
without having to ply his trade. He modestly said that £60 was quite enough, and at the age of
44 in 1750 enrolled at Oxford — the recipient of a kind of sports scholarship in reverse, since, in
this case it was the sportsmen who were giving, rather than receiving, the money. Five years
later he was dead owing, according to one authority, ‘to too intense application to his studies’.!3
The Bodleian Library’s catalogue of the manuscripts which he left behind is more direct. ‘He
died’, it states baldly, ‘from the effects of a too sedentary life’.14

* & ok

This Presidential address, however, will not concern itself with any of these collectors or their
papers. It deals with a quite different area of Gloucestershire studies. I referred earlier to our
former President Sir Herbert Warren, Bristolian, academic, poet, friend of kings and princes,
and one who throughout his life was characterised by what his biographer called ‘the long
vowels and rolled r’s of his West-country speech’.’’ He had become President of Magdalen
College, Oxford, just before his 32nd birthday — a remarkably early age. Our Society waited till
he had fully matured and did not elect him as its President until he was 57: exactly the same age,
I am pleased to say, as I was when you elected me. There, however, except for the long vowels
and the rolled r’%, the resemblance ends. In his Presidential address given at Oxford in August
1910 he said:'¢

‘My earliest clear and continuous recollections are of a dehghtful nursery high up in an old stately
house standing itself on one of the many hills of that city of hills, on the slopes of the little
eminence on which St Brendan had his shrine, mark of the connexion with Ireland and Celtic
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at Kempsford in 1875. This was presumably the ‘My Little Katie’ who was the subject of one of
the poems in Lays and Legends.s

The family left Kempsford during the five-week harvest holiday in September 1879 when
Adin moved to take up the post as schoolmaster at Lechlade. He and his wife had not been a
success as schoolteachers at Kempsford; throughout their time there the annual inspector’s
reports had been bad, their teachers’ certificates were withheld until September 1877, and the
final report was particularly critical 36 At Lechlade, the family lived at Caxton House (now called
April Cottage) in Wharf Lane just opposite the school entrance, until December 1889 when
Adin resigned as schoolmaster. The school log book records that he had been away from the
school with illness for part of that year, and indeed, the Preface to his 1888 history of Lechlade
speaks of the work as a ‘labour of love in a period of enforced leisure’, and of his inability to do
more research because of ‘want of health and want of wealth’.3” The family was still in the house
in Wharf Lane when the 1891 census was taken, at which time, interestingly, Adin is
documented as a farmer, his wife as the schoolmistress, and the son Adin as a ‘pupil teacher’.
Subsequently, however, they sold the house and left, moving to Painswick where in December
1893 Adin died, aged 42; his body was taken back to Lechlade for burial .38

These are the bare bones of his life and we know, at the moment, precious little else. He
certainly took himself seriously as a historian: from 1881 to 1885 he was listed amongst the
Fellows of the Royal Historical Society, though his only other historical work seems to have
been an article on the parish registers of Kempsford in Gloucestershire Notes and Queries for
September 1891.39 It is also evident that he collected books and he appears to have had some
interesting early editions of historical and literary works. During the period from June 1879 to
November 1886 he was a regular correspondent in the columns of the antiquarian journal Nozes
and Queries and his letters often refer to books in his possession: a manuscript volume of
sermons, for instance, in 1886; a set of prints by William Hincks in 1882; a ‘fine large-paper
copy’ of the 1686 edition of Paradise Lost, in 1881; and, in 1883, a copy of Hayward’s Sanctuary
of @ Troubled Soul of 1618, which he believed to be the author’s own copy corrected for a second
edition. A note in the October 1 issue in 1881 certainly makes it clear that he was familiar with
London booksellers’ catalogues and in one letter in 1880 he refers to his ‘many years of rather
extensive acquaintance with old English books’. Many of his contributions, however, also betray
a seriously shaky historical grasp. A query about Richard III in 1880, for instance, shows that he
did not understand the phrase ‘post conquesturmn’ in the King’s title; he thought it referred to
Richard’s conquest of the country rather than to the fact that the King was the third of that
name since the Norman conquest.

Interesting to me, too, is the fact that we know that Adin Williams visited the Bodleian
Library at least twice. Once was just about the time that he became the schoolmaster at
Lechlade. On 25 October 1879 it looks as if he called by chance since he did not sign the
register of admissions, and the file of recommendation-forms merely contains the visiting card
of Mr. Adin Williams of Kempsford and an envelope addressed to Adin Williams, Esq., of
Lechlade, postmarked from Lewes, Sussex on 16 October 1879.41 He appears to have consulted
one book: a 1610 edition of A Mirvor for Magistrates. Intriguingly, the issue of Notes and Queries
for the very day of his visit (25 October 1879) contains a short piece by him entitled
‘Authenticity and Credibility of Ancient Portraits in Early Printed Books’ in which he wrote of
comparing ‘my copy of the Mirrour for Magistrates, the edition by Niccols, 1610’ with Stow’s
Chronicles of 1580 of which ‘I had an edition’.#? Perhaps he had called in to check his copy
against that in the Bodleian.

His second visit to the Bodleian took place in January 1888 when he brought with him a
proper recommendation form signed by the Revd W.F. Adams, of Little Faringdon Vicarage,
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countersigned by the sub-librarian who admitted him, W.D. Macray. Macray obviously did not
know him personally since he wrote: ‘I attest this recommendation from my general knowledge’.
This time Williams came for two days, 26 and 27 January, and since the Library’s ‘entry books’
survive from that period it is possible to discover at least some of the books he ordered. Early in
1888 he was working on the history of Lechlade, published later that year, and three of the
books ordered in his name seems to bear on the history of the region. They were Robert Plot’s
Oxfordshire in the 1705 edition, Volume II of the 1661 edition of Dugdale’s Monasticon, and
William Thomas, Survey of the Cathedral Church of Worcester . . . to the year 1660, published in
1736. The other works seem to cater to his other interests — antiquarian books and royal
portraits, though among them was a graingerized volume of Nathaniel Salmon’s History and
Antiquities of Essex, published 1739-42.4

The Preface to the History of Lechlade acknowledged help from both W.D. Macray and from
the prolific Oxford local historian, James Parker, who ‘copied and translated most of the
Charters, Records, &c.” for him. A letter dated 31 January 1888 to Macray following his visit to
the Bodleian thanked him for endorsing his application and asks a question about the
Hermitage of Lovebury in Wychwood Forest granted to the hospital at Lechlade by Henry III.
‘T am getting together materials for the history of this town — its Priory & its Church’, he wrote,
‘Being so often confined to the house and unable to visit & search for matter you will
understand how very much I appreciated any assistance in my work & how grateful I am for
information’. Macray answered, referring him to the Public Record Office, and Williams duly
printed this answer in the published history.#

If his contributions to Notes and Queries show him to be an antiquarian with an imperfect
grasp of some historical matters and with an enthusiasm for collecting old books, only
occasionally do they indicate an interest in Gloucestershire dialect. In 1882, for instance, he
joined in a discussion in the names of herbs, and, in particular, in the name ‘Ach’ given to
Ladysmock. “The children in this district of Gloucestershire’, he wrote, ‘know the plant only by
the name of ‘aches’. But some of them, not knowing its old application to aching wounds, call it
‘headache’, and say it makes the gatherer’s head bad’.% His interest in local speech sometimes
led him down strange byways. In 1879 for example, in a discussion on Marlowe’s sources for the
play Edward II he argued that Shakespeare visited Berkeley and the Gloucestershire countryside,
particularly Stinchcombe Hill, and that ‘he did not come away from Gloucestershire empty’. He
had picked up a Gloucestershire accent (in William’ words ‘he was tainted with the dialectical
pronunciation’) and this he passed on to Marlowe who then used Gloucestershire dialect in
Edward 1. This theory was rapidly shot down by other correspondents with adjectives ranging
from ‘unconvincing’ to ‘ludicrous’.*s

Having therefore set out to see if Adin Williams wrote the two Excursions of Roger Plowman
on the basis of his known hand in Roger Plowman’s Garland of Merry Tales, we find that the trail
has gone cold. We have found no fewer than five Adin Williamses all alive at much the same
time, but beyond identifying the one who compiled Roger Plowman’s Garland as also the
historian of Lechlade and the editor of the Lays and Legends of Gloucestershire (which quotes the
Excursions) we have little or nothing to connect him to them except for an interest in local
legends and country ways. We have in addition reason to doubt the attribution to him, by Hyartt
and Bazeley, of the anonymous Legends, Tules, and Songs in the Dialect of the Peasantry of
Gloucestershire. There is by contrast some evidence derived from Roger Plowman’s Garland to
suggest that the creator of Roger Plowman was not the compiler of Roger Plowman’s Garland,
but rather the printer, C.H. Savory of Cirencester.

It also seems that Williams was not known to John Drummond Robertson whose Glossary of
Dialect and Archaic Words used in the County of Gloucester, published by the English Dialect
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Society in 1890, was, he tells us, the product of eight years’ residence in the county — eight
years when Williams was active in Lechlade and when Robertson was getting information on
his subject from wherever he could. Robertson, indeed, makes a point about the failure of the
rural clergy and their schoolmasters to reply to no fewer than 331 circulars which he had sent
out. Lechlade was amongst the places from which he received no reply: “The response was
disappointing’, he wrote, ‘showing a general lack of interest on the part of men whose
education and surroundings should best fit them to help us in preserving the speech of the
people in whose midst they live, and to whom they minister’. Robertson, then, was not helped
by Adin Williams. By contrast he goes out of his way to refer anyone interested in the subject
of the county’s dialect ‘to the publications of Mr Savory, of Cirencester, to whom I am
indebted for courteously permitting me to make any use I might wish of the books issued from
his press’.#

The trail has not therefore gone completely cold: it is leading in another direction - in the
direction, in fact, of someone of a different frame of mind. For re-reading the books now —
some 47 years after I first came upon them — I still find them funny. The basic story is of a 21-
year-old, innocent farm-labourer and of his courtship of the lady’s maid at the Manor House
whom he first meets when he uses his great strength to halt a pair of ponies which had bolted
with a four-wheeler carrying Sarah Jane, her mistress and the children. In the course of this
courtship he goes twice to London (on the G.W.R. line from Cirencester viz Swindon) and has
all the adventures there which one might expect for a country boy dressed in new boots, with
brass eyelets, speckled worsted stockings, white corduroy breeches, a striped waistcoat with
shiny buttons, a blue coat with brass buttons and a red handkerchief in the pocket, and a
billycock hat with a fancy band round it. Roger eventually marries the woman he has been
pursuing, and the couple are leased a small farm by the Squire. The whole saga is tricked out
with descriptions of places (Cirencester and Stroud among them), country songs (‘The Vly be
on the Turmut’ and ‘George Ridler’s Oven’ for instance),”® sermons, garbled biblical stories,
descriptions of church architecture, and word-pictures of country festivities — all in the dialect
of South-East Gloucestershire.

The stories are dated to be sure, and they are a touch patronising, but they are compiled with
a real sense of humour - a quality that is almost wholly lacking in the known works of Adin
Williams. The trail seems now to be leading towards C.H. Savory of Cirencester, and the fact
that he died in 1883 may account for the fact that the third volume, containing Roger Plowman’s
Wedding Tour never found its way into print.* The ploughman, so to say, died with the printer.
But that is another story.
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