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Fig. I Sketch-plan of the mills and watercourses of Cirencester Abbey. Drawn by Deborah Miles.
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England in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and Cirencester must have been outstanding
among learned Augustinian houses.

Priests with university degrees (magistri) were still rare in the diocese of Worcester even a
century later. Out of five thousand ordinands named in the register of Bishop Giffard
(1268-1302) only twelve seem to have been graduates (Moorman 1945, 94). But Cirencester
abbey had at least one magister during the twelfth century (Robert of Cricklade until 1140: CC
2, 372; Ralph of Cirencester in the 1150s: CC 2, 518), and by the end of the century as many as
three or four. From ¢. 1180 to 1200 Master Samuel was among the canons (CC 1, 239; 2, 421,
629, 708, 711, 716). He described himself as ‘of the hospital’ in ¢. 1196, so presumably had by
then been appointed by the abbey to the charge of St. John’s Hospital (CC 2, 711). Besides
Master Samuel there were other muagistri at Cirencester Abbey at this period: Master Alexander
of St. Albans (Alexander Nequam), Master William of Exeter (CC 2, 541, 568, 711), Master
Nigel Bonvallet (CC 1, 217, 281, 305, 307, 311; 2, 368, 380, 385, 449, 499 525 556 568, 636),
and possibly Master Henry (cc 2 708). Of these Alexander and Samuel were certainly canons
of the abbey, and possibly William. Nigel held the vicarage of the abbey’s church of
Shrivenham, Berks., and was much involved in the abbey’ affairs. Since, in 1178, Alexander III
had granted permission for the abbey to present its canons to serve its churches (CC 1, 150), itis

possible that Nigel too was a canon. A bull of Celestine III of 1195, if authentic, would support
this: it granted the abbey the right to use for the care of sick brethren the income of
Shrivenham and four other of its appropriated churches after having placed canons in them as
vicars (CC 1, 154; see also below, note 2).

With a collection of books and a number of learned canons, Cirencester is likely before the
end of the twelfth century to have had both a library and a school. About the buildings in which
these were housed, evidence is limited. Contemporary Cistercian abbeys provided book-rooms
by lopping off the cloister end of the sacristy, which usually lay between the transept of the
church and the chapter-house (e.g. at Kirkstall Abbey ¢. 1150: Clark 1902, 75-6, with ground
plan). Where there was no sacristy, the western end of the chapter-house was utilized (Clark
1902, 80-1). But other monasteries, including Augustinian houses, were slower in providing
book-rooms. The side of the cloister adjoining the church was generally the place for reading
and writing, and books were normally kept in a cupboard (armarium) set against the back wall of
this cloister-walk, or of the near end of the adjacent east walk, before the entrance to. the
chapter-house (Clark 1902, 83). An epigram written ¢. 1170 (quoted by Clark 1902, 65) shows
how general this practice was: Claustrum sine armario, castrum sine avmamentario: a cloister
without an almery (book-cupboard) is a castle without an armoury. In the customs of the
Augustinian priory of Barnwell, compiled in 1295-6, the book-cupboard is described: ‘the press
in which the books are kept ought to be lined inside with wood, that the damp of the walls may
not moisten or stain the books. This press should be divided vertically as well as horizontally by
sundry shelves on which the books may be ranged so as to be separated from one another; for
fear they be packed so close as to injure each other or delay those who want them’ (Clark 1902,
61). The description apparently refers to the recesses often built into the stonework of the
cloister-wall, in which the wooden bookcases were fitted, as at Newstead Priory (Thompson
1919, 114, 126) and Leeds Priory (Tester 1977, 41 and fig. 1, pl. Va). When book-rooms were
provided they were, until the fifteenth century, storage rooms only: the community continued
to read and write in the cloister. Where there was a theology teacher, the cloister-walk nearest
the church also served as a lecture-room and provided a row of studies in partitioned cubicles
(carrels) against the arcade of the window side: the windows then needed to be glazed (Knowles
1963, 194).

No doubt Cirencester Abbey’s library started off, like the libraries of other Augustinian
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Fig. 2 Plan of the cloister of Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire, showing water-pipe and lavers, recess for book-
cupboard, early 12th-century book-store and vestry (later converted into a passage), and book-
rooms at the entrance to the Chapter House. Drawn by Deborah Miles, after Gilyard-Beer 1970.

KITCHEN REFECTORY

houses, in a cupboard in the cloister. But it must soon have outgrown this provision. A book-
store would have been necessary. Possibly this was first provided in the room between the
chapter-house and the undercroft of the dormitory, later used as a passage (the ‘slype’). At
Lesnes Abbey a narrow room next to the chapter-house was first a parlour and later a passage
(Clapham 1915, 51 and plan). Perhaps at Cirencester it doubled as parlour and book-store, as at
Fountains where such a room was divided between book-store and vestry before it too became a
slype (Fig. 2; Hope 1900b, 342 and plan). The different early floors at the east and west ends of
Cirencester’ later slype* may indicate such a divided use. Subsequently it is probable that the
example of Cistercian monasteries was again followed; for the book-rooms partitioned off in the
corners of the cloister-end of the chapter-house at Furness Abbey (Clark 1902, 80 and fig. 24;
Hope 1900a, 259-60 and folding plan) and Fountains (Fig. 2; Hope 1900b, 343 and plan facing
p. 402) strongly resemble the rectangular rooms on either side of the entrance to the chapter-
house at Cirencester which were created by stone partitioning at some date subsequent to its
first building. When this was done can be conjectured: for if the outer walls of the chapter-
house are of one build with the north transept, as the continuous masonry of their west wall
suggests (Wacher 1965, pl. xli), it is likely to have been completed with the transept, probably
before the dedication of the church in 1176. At this period, like the twelfth-century chapter-
houses at Leeds and Merton priories which also adjoined the transept (Tester 1978, 75-6;
Bidder and Westlake 1927, 263-4), it was rectangular with an apsidal east end. Later internal
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Fig. 3 Cirencester Abbey: east side of the cloister with Chapter House converted to include (possible)
book-rooms, and slype (previously a room perhaps used for book-storage); and part of the Abbey
Church, showing the tomb inserted in the outer wall of the south aisle of the presbytery. Drawn by
Deborah Miles, after Wacher 1965, pls. xli-ii.

partitioning created what are possibly book-rooms on either side of a passage-way which led to
a chapter-house both smaller than its twelfth-century predecessor and of a different shape,
perhaps octagonal, but perhaps decagonal as William Worcestre’s description’ of 1480 seems to
suggest (1969 edt., 284-5). The house of reguiar canons at Titchfield in Hampshire had a
narrow book-room between transept and chapter-house before 1400 (Graham & Rigold 1954, 9
and plan; Clark 1902, 77-9). Polygonal chapter-houses mostly belong to the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries: for instance, that of the Augustinian abbey of Thornton in Lincolnshire,
which like Cirencester’s was reached through a passage-vestibule, was built between 1282 and
1308 (Clapham & Reynolds 1956, 7), while that at Bolton Priory, Yorkshire, which, like
Cirencester’s, had no central pier, belongs to the third quarter of the fourteenth century
(Thompson 1928, 160-1, 176). Consequently the work at Cirencester which produced both the
book-rooms and the new shape of chapter-house (Fig. 3) could well belong to the fourteenth-
century building activity for which Abbot Hereward (1335-52) has the credit (Reg. Bransford,
144, 493; and see below, pp. 123, 129).

By this date the abbey’s collection of books was considerable. When Henry of Kirkestede,
monk of Bury St. Edmunds, erroneously known as ‘Boston of Bury’ (Rouse 1966, 471-81), was
compiling his Catalogue of the works of standard ecclesiastical writers in English monastic
libraries, in the third quarter of the fourteenth century (Rouse 1966, 487), he found 48 of these
authors represented at Cirencester Abbey, each by at least one, and up to 56 of their works, a
total of 260 items (Williams 1908, 94-104). Most manuscript. volumes would have contained
more than one work, as is apparent from the 33 surviving books from the abbey’s library
(Williams 1908, 104-11; Ker 1964, 50-1). But it is clear that Kirkestede’s Catalogue by no
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means included all the works in the abbey’ collection. Of the 70 works contained in the 33
surviving volumes, none of them later than Kirkestede’s time, only eight are in his list (Williams
1908, 111). The abbey’s stock of books continued to grow. John Leland in his Commentarii,
compiled at the time of the Dissolution, noticed only particular books which interested him in
monastic libraries, but he mentioned ten works at Cirencester (Collectanca 4, 158). Of these only
one appears in the surviving volumes, and only two had been included in Kirkestede’s list
(Williams 1908, 111).

Before 1539, when the abbey was dissolved, it seems that the book-stores in the chapter-
house entrance had been replaced by a proper working library on the other side of the cloister.
The post-Dissolution list of buildings (PRO E 315/494, ff. 59-65) apparently goes in an anti-
clockwise direction round the cloister (which at Cirencester was on the north side of the
church), beginning in the east range with the chapter-house and dormitory; next come the
refectory and the library; then, perhaps separately, the ‘hostery’ or guest-hall. Monastic
refectories were normally located in the range opposite the church; guest-halls were often in the
west range but could be outside the cloister. At Cirencester, the library came somewhere
between these two. Possibly it occupied one end of the upper storey of the refectory range, as at
Walsingham Priory where it lay above the inner parlour, which was next to the refectory, and
projected over the corner of the adjoining cloister walk (Green & Whittingham 1968, 272 and
fig. 6). A comparable position in the cloister at Cirencester might place it on the upper floor in
the north-west corner, where the refectory and guest-hall ranges met. Walsingham’s library was
built ¢. 1440. Most large monasteries built libraries in the fifteenth century, often situated over
part of the cloister (Clark 1902, 100-10). A corner position, with the library extending over the
north cloister walk, would have given Cirencester’s library windows facing south. Perhaps Abbot
John Hagbourne (1504-22), an Oxford graduate who erected an elaborate fan vault in St.
Catharine’s Chapel in the parish church in 1508, and is thought to have been involved in
building in the abbey also, was responsible for the construction of this library.

Working libraries built at this period often doubled as lecture-rooms. For instance, when in
1445 the cathedral chapter of Salisbury agreed to build a library over one side of the cloister,
they decided that it should also be suitable for lectures: the northern part of it was used for
lectures in theology (Clark 1902, 115). At Troyes Cathedral the new library built in 1477-9 was
called La Théologale because theology lectures were given there. When Bishop Carpenter built
and endowed a library at Worcester in 1464, he arranged that the resident keeper of the books
should be a graduate in theology (Clark 1902, 121-2). But advanced instruction in theology was
not the only teaching available in cathedrals and monasteries. Schooling for boys had long been
provided by many Augustinian foundations, including Merton Priory, Cirencester’s mother-
house, where Thomas Becket was educated in the 1120s (Barlow 1979, 232). In the twelfth
century the boys were taught in one of the cloister walks, not usually the same one as that used
for theology lectures (Knowles 1963, 194). The boys might include novices, almonry boys, and
choir-boys. At Westminster Abbey in the thirteenth century, novices were allowed access to the
books kept in the cloister but did not qualify for carrels (Clark 1902, 86). By the Constitutions
of Benedict XII (1336-9), religious houses were bound to provide for the novices instruction in
grammar, logic, and philosophy. At the Augustinian priory of Newnham, Bedford, the young
canons in 1422 were sharing a master with the almonry boys (Knowles 1957, 296): these were
poor boys who were educated at the expense of the house and in return acted as servers for the
masses which each canon had to celebrate daily; their education was the same as that provided
in a grammar school (Orme 1976, 8). Thornton Abbey educated fourteen such boys in 1422.
Choir-boys were usually younger than almonry boys: they provided treble voices particularly for
the Lady masses. They received instruction in singing and learnt to read and write.
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Cirencester Abbey’s school received recorded mention in the fourteenth century because
Walter Browning of Sandhurst in Gloucestershire went to study there in 1340. Twenty-one
years later he claimed that he had set out on the day of the christening of John Willington,
concerning whose age he was thus able to testify: he had mentioned the christening to the abbot
on his arrival (Ca/. Ing. p.m. 11, no. 130). Since Browning was himself aged twenty-one when he
began his studies at Cirencester, it was presumably advanced instruction he was seeking. It may
also have been for post-elementary study that Thomas Polton, bishop of Worcester, supported a
poor boy at Cirencester’s school: when the bishop died in 1433 he left the boy £4 if he wished to
continue there (Reg. Chichele 2, 492, cited by Orme 1976, 97). But the abbey certainly had a
school for boy-choristers before the Dissolution, for its master was pensioned off when the
abbey was dissolved (LP 16, p. 27). The master was in charge of the education of the children of
the abbey’s Lady Chapel. His first duty was to teach them pricksong; after that he could instruct
them in Latin grammar. He also played the organ and sang in the choir himself (Orme 1976,
203-4). Many monasteries began to erect separate school-buildings for the boys from the
fourteenth century, usually near the gate of the precinct. There is no mention of a school in the
post-Dissolution list of Cirencester Abbey’s buildings; presumably advanced instruction was
given in the library; and the boys learnt their Latin grammar in a room off the cloister, and their
music in the Lady Chapel.

Probably the song-school for the choristers came into existence soon after the establishment
of the chantry of Abbot William Hereward in the new Lady Chapel.¢ By the ordinances drawn
up by Bishop Bransford of Worcester in 1346 (Reg. Bransford, 144-6, 493-7), a secular chaplain
trained in singing was to be maintained in the abbey to celebrate the daily mass of Our Lady
and a daily mass for the welfare of the community and of Abbot Hereward and other
benefactors. No doubt this chaplain soon became responsible also for the training and
education of the choir-boys of the Lady Chapel. During the bishop’s visitation of the abbey
which preceded the issue of the ordinances, the canons spoke of the Lady Chapel in terms
which suggest that it was a recent construction by Abbot Hereward. The abbey, they told the
bishop, was deeply in debt when Hereward became abbot in 1335. By prudent management and
immense effort he had not only cleared the debts but also had been able to repair and largely
rebuild and strengthen the abbey church, which in places was in danger of collapse, and had put
up many necessary buildings both within the precinct and on the abbey’s other properties.” He
had acquired extra income, including an annual rent of £4 which he had assigned to augment
divine service in the Lady Chapel constructed in the abbey church.8

When William Worcestre visited the abbey in 1480 he thought the Lady Chapel very old. It
was on the south side of the choir, and had an aisle annexed to it, also old but apparently not of
one build with the Chapel. He estimated that its width, with the aisle, was 22 paces (c. 39 ft); the
measured length was 44 yards.® Perhaps this Lady Chapel had been created by extending the
south aisle of the presbytery and taking in an adjacent older building standing to the south of it.
Subsequently, the site of the former outer wall of the aisle, now presumably pierced with arches,
was utilized to receive a tomb, which was approached down steps from the aisle (Figs. 3-4;
Wacher 1965, pl. xlii). An associated tomb-chapel, from which some fragments of stone carving
survive (Wacher 1965, pl. xl), could have occupied one of the arches in the dividing wall
between the aisle and the recently created Lady Chapel.19 The later (probably post-Dissolution)
infill of the tomb-recess contained pottery tiles of the first half of the fourteenth century,
perhaps from the floor laid by Abbot Hereward. If the east apse of the south transept was still in
existence, its removal would have been necessary for the construction on the south side of the
choir of a Lady Chapel of the dimensions William Worcestre records, to accommodate both its
width (even if the south choir aisle is included), and its immense length.
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~ At Lesnes Abbey, Kent, where the Lady Chapel is in a comparable position, its east wall is in
line with the east end of the chancel of the abbey church (Clapham 1915, 46 and plan). But at
Cirencester a length of only ¢. 100 ft would align the east wall of the Lady Chapel with the
located corners of the east end of the abbey church’s extended chancel, which is thought to be
earlier than Abbot Hereward’s rebuilding (Brown and McWhirr 1966, 253). Consequently, if
William Worcestre was right in his measurement of 44 yards (and when he gave dimensions in
yards, feet, and inches rather than paces they were measurements and not estimates: see
Harvey’s introduction to the 1969 edtn, xvii—xviii), either the Lady Chapel projected another 32
ft eastwards, perhaps to match a possible eastward projection (a chapel?) at the centre of the
chancel’s east end; or more probably it took in the south transept, which would make
Worcestre’s measurement of its internal length almost exactly right. But there are problems
involved in accepting the latter location of Worcestre’s Lady Chapel. No trace of its eastern wall
was found in the triangular excavated area (Fig. 4) where its south-east corner might be
expected; and the east wall of the south transept was apparently rebuilt across the mouth of its
demolished apse. Moreover, if the south aisle of the choir is identified with Worcestre’s ‘ancient
aisle’, which he included in the 22-pace (39 ft) width of the Lady Chapel, the Chapel’s shape
beyond the aisle would be very oddly narrow for its great length.!!

The massive debts which William Hereward inherited when he became abbot in 1335 could
well have resulted from the expense of reconstructing the chancel of the abbey church at a time
when there were continuing drains on the abbey’s finances. Henry I1I’s rebuilding of
Westminster Abbey from 1245 to the end of the reign had given impetus to the vogue for
reconstructing cathedral and monastic churches in soaring English Gothic; but it was a period
of unprecedented financial demands on the English church by both pope and king. Henry III
allowed his clergy to be repeatedly taxed by the pope both for Rome’s benefit and his own, since
the pope was prepared to use his power to tax the clergy also on the king’s behalf. This situation
continued into the next reign. Direct papal taxation was partly in the form of requests for
subsidies, nominally voluntary, which could be and sometimes were refused; but largely by
mandatory taxes which had to be paid. For twenty years between 1239 and 1259, and for
another thirty between 1266 and 1296, papal taxes were being collected all the time, collection
of the arrears of one tax overlapping the raising of the text.

Until 1251, only ecclesiastical sources of income were taxed — tithes, offerings, and glebe
lands; but from that date temporalities — properties not part of a benefice — were also included.
Assessments were newly made in 1254, 12689, 1276, and 1291, and escalated in severity. By the
assessment of 1254, known as the Valuation of Norwich after the chief papal collector, Walter
Suffield, Bishop of Norwich, Cirencester Abbey’s spiritualities were worth £303 7s 1d and its
temporalities £88 9s 8d a year, a total of £391 16s 9d, for which its tax liability was £39 3s 8d a
year for three, later extended to five, years (CC 2, 459-60). The abbey’s assessment for the
triennial tenth of 1266-9 is not recorded, but in general valuations were increased by one third
(Lunt 1926, 106). For the sexennial tenth of 1276 assessments were exceptionally severe, but
religious houses were required to make their own valuations on oath. By its own assessment,
Cirencester was valued at £500; but in 1282 the abbey, like other important religious houses in
the diocese, was in arrears for part of every year’s instalment. Moreover, again in company with
most other religious houses, it had not paid its contribution to the living expenses of the papal
collector (Reg. Giffard, 143, 145-6). Cirencester Abbey was the second richest house among the
defaulters in the diocese; Evesham, valued at 1000 marks (£666 13s 4d), exceeded it in income,
and also in the amount of its arrears.

Royal taxation was running alongside papal in these expensive years. When Henry Il levied a
twentieth in 1270, Cirencester Abbey compounded for a down payment of £13 6s 8d (Cal.
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Patent R. 126672, 575, 584). Edward I taxed the clergy six times between 1279 and 1297, °
They were still paying the papal sexennial tenth of 1276 when a royal tax of one fifteenth for
three years was raised in 1280-3; and in 1282 pressure was put on them to give the king both a
‘gift’ and another tax, eventually agreed in 1283 at a twentieth for three years. Small wonder
that Cirencester Abbey’s payments to the papal collectors were in arrears in 1282, especially
since in 1281 its revenues had gone to the king during a vacancy of the abbacy. In 1290
Edward I secured another tax from the church, a subsidy of a fifteenth given as a thank-
offering for the king’s expulsion of the Jews. In 1294 there was the unprecedented demand for
one half of the recently assessed revenues of the clergy, and in 1297 another fifth on pain of
outlawry. Cirencester Abbey paid up (Cal. Patent R. 1292-1301, 89-90; Cal. Chancery R.
1277-1326, 45).

For the second sexennial tenth granted by the pope to the king for the expenses of his
projected crusade, the valuation of 1291 known as the Taxation of Pope Nicholas was made.
This new valuation was almost double that of 1254. This does not mean that clerical incomes
had doubled, but that classes of income previously ignored were now included, and that
valuations were more faithful. Temporalities in particular had been undervalued in 1254. About
three quarters of the increase was on temporalities. Spiritualities had been more thoroughly
investigated in 1254; the increase in their valuation was small, and due to the more realistic
approach of the 1291 assessors (Lunt 1926, 114-23). For its temporalities, Cirencester Abbey’s
assessment was approaching double that of 1254.

With regard to spiritualities, the total valuation is difficult to discover, since assessors were
not consistent in noting when the rector of a church was a religious house. But the abbey’s
income from spiritualities seems to have been reduced by changes in its relationship with some
of its churches. If the canons served churches themselves, or put in a paid chaplain, they drew all
or most of the revenues. When a church was appropriated and the bishop had ordained a
vicarage there, the abbey still had a share of the income. But if the canons presented a rector to
one of their churches, except that sometimes he paid them a small ‘pension’, they lost the
income for his lifetime and were in danger of losing it altogether if they did not act promptly on
his death. The abbey seems to have been strangely negligent in these matters, or perhaps had
succumbed to pressure to provide benefices for favoured dependants of the king, or of local
landowners, or even of members of the community.

Constant vigilance was necessary to maintain rights to properties, and Cirencester seems to
have been often unfortunate in the competence of its officers. Bishop Cantilupe’s visitation
injunctions, probably of the 1250s when Roger of Rodmarton was abbot, were comparatively
mild; but he ordered that relatives and idle hangers-on should not be a charge on the abbey, and
that finances should be strictly controlled (CC 2, 405). In August 1266, perhaps during Abbot
Roger’s last illness, the abbey was successful in recovering the advowson of Oxendon,
Northants., which the king had usurped (Cal. Patent R. 1258-66, 624); and in January 1267 the
canons bought from the king for £40 the custody of their property during the vacancy after
Roger’s death (Cal. Patent R. 1266-72, 29, 31). But under the new abbot, Henry of Munden, the
situation deteriorated again. In 1276 Bishop Giffard found a scandalous state of affairs. The
prior, who was a drunkard and unchaste, was both negligent and irresponsible. He had spent the
abbey’s money on his relatives, raised money on credit to pay debts, stolen and sold abbey
property, and squandered its assets. Even the industry of the most discreet abbot, the bishop
concluded, would scarcely suffice to put things right (Reg. Giffard, 86-7). An example of how
sources of revenue could be lost is the church of Ampney St. Mary, part of the original
endowment of the abbey, which was recovered in 1298 through the magnanimity of its rector,
Walter of Cheltenham:!? a former abbot had presented his nephew, a secular priest, to the
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church, and through the negligence of subsequent abbots it had passed out of the abbey’s
possession (Reg. Giffard, 508).

It is difficult to imagine that in the midst of all these financial pressures, both internal and
external, the community at Cirencester could have engaged in any major building operation in
the second half of the thirteenth century. Surviving abstracts of Obedientiaries’ Accounts for
1259-77 record expenditure on minor building works within the precinct, but with tantalisingly
few details. Walls were repaired and capped, and carpenters employed on buildings in the abbey,
presumably for repairs, in 1260-1; there are generalized references to work on abbey buildings
in 1259-60, 1262—4, and 1273-4, but the sums involved were small; in 1272-3 a new kitchen
was built at a cost of £12 2s 1d, and Spyring grange (a/ias Spital grange: LP 16, p. 720) within
the precinct was repaired for 27s 10%d in 1276-7 (Obed. Accts. ff. 9, 11, 13v, 14v, 27, 28). The
most revealing item is £4 10s 2d spent in 1276~7 on roofing the church (f. 35v). This cannot
refer to more than a small part of the vast abbey church: perhaps to the north transept which
was extended eastwards at about this time, a process involving the demolition of its projecting
apse for the construction of a rectangular chapel on a slightly higher level approached by a step
(Wacher 1965, 108). The last floor of the demolished apse has yielded thirteenth-century
pottery.

Leland’s assertion (Itin. 1, 129) that on the death in 1261 of Sanchia of Provence, wife of
Henry 1II’s brother Richard of Cornwall, her heart was buried in the abbey church, although
unsupported by any contemporary chronicler, is likely to be true; for she left to the abbey in her
will the sum of £100 to be used for extra comforts (pittances) for the canons (CC 3, 283). Her
body was buried at Hailes abbey, her husband’s foundation. He too was buried at Hailes, but his
heart was interred in the Franciscan church in Oxford, in the choir (Mon. Angl. 5, 699).
According to Leland, Sanchia’s heart was buried in the presbytery of Cirencester Abbey. It
would have been enclosed in a casket or a stone heart-coffin: an example of what is possibly such
a small coffin, for two hearts, was found at Beaulieu abbey in 1872-3 (Fowler 1911, pl. xxi).
Perhaps Sanchia’s heart-burial was in the north aisle of the presbytery, a position corresponding
to that of her tomb in Hailes abbey (Baddeley 1908, 39).

When William Hereward became abbot in 1335 the abbey’s debts were still enormous, but it
is possible that its management had taken a turn for the better at the end of the thirteenth
century under Abbot Henry of Hampnett (1281~1307). There was increased vigilance about
profitable rights. In 1301 ‘the poor men of Cirencester’ complained to the king that the abbey
was for the first time demanding large sums of money from them and taking strong measures
against those who resisted (Cal. Patent R. 1292-1301, 623). Equally strong measures were taken
against tenants who tried to evade the abbey’s monopoly of milling by using illegal handmills;
and the abbey successfully defended this seignorial right when the case was taken to law in
January 1306 (above, p. 117). When Edward I revived in 1304 the royal right to tallage (last
exercised in 1260), the abbey, like others in possession of former royal demesne, was allowed to
keep for itself the tallage of its manors of Cirencester and Minety (CC 1, 42; Cal. Close R.
1302-7, 252; and see Evans 1991, 110). In these years the abbey was again securing.small
benefact1ons both locally, as at Salperton and Shipton Moyne, and further afield. i’ places
where it already had estates, as in Latton and in 1311 in Frome (CC 1, 107-12; Cal. Patent R.
1301-7, 46, 121, 218, 260, 311; 1307-13, 320). These were alienations in mortmain for Which
the abbey bought royal hcence but numbers of other small properties were acquired without
licence while Henry of Hampnett was abbot, for in Edward II’s reign fines amounting to £210
had to be paid for acquiring properties in Cirencester and Minety in the time of Edward I (who
died in 1307) in disregard of the Statute of Mortmain (1279). The magnitude of these
operations is revealed by the number of land-transactions involved: 114 in Cirencester and 17 in
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Minety (CC 1, 96, 97, 100; Cal. Patent R. 131317, 7-8, 127,°364). The abbey was taking over
the town of Cirencester.

Late in 1306, when Henry of Hampnett was failing, the abbey seems to have tried to act
prudently in negotiating an agreement with the king for the custody of its temporal property
during any vacancy, on payment of £100 for each three months (CC 1, 93; Cal. Patent R. 1301-7,
486). Since the canons were prepared to pay at the rate of £400 a year, it seems likely both that
the last vacancy, of 1281, had proved crippling, and that the abbey’s surplus income was well
above that level. When the abbot died on 1 November 1307, the canons made sure that the
vacancy was as short as possible: the election was held on 14 November, 40 canons being
present, and royal assent to their choice of Adam of Brokenborough was secured on the 23rd.
The temporalities were formally restored on 14 December, and the king was graciously content
with £100 in lieu of custody for a vacancy which had lasted only a few weeks (Worc. Reg. s.v,
98-103; Cal. Patent R. 1307-13, 20, 26; Cal. Close R. 130713, 7; CC 1, 94).

It looks as if, encouraged by the increase in local revenues, Henry of Hampnett had begun
before the end of his abbacy the rebuilding and extension of the chancel of the abbey church,
which involved demolishing the presbytery apse to construct a square east end with ambulatory
and chapels. The provision of extra altars was frequently the reason for rebuilding the eastern
arm of monastic churches, to accommodate endowed masses (Cheney 1973, 352): St. Augustine’,
Bristol, extended its presbytery in 1298-1353 (Paul 1912, 240), and Bolton Priory in ¢. 1320-40
(Thompson 1928, 132). When Leland visited Cirencester Abbey in ¢. 1540, he described the east
part of the church as ‘of a very old building’ (Itin. 1, 129). This suggests a Romanesque rather
than a Gothic chancel: he described the Norman nave of Leominster church as ‘of an ancient
building’ (Itin. 2, 74). Perhaps, like the Gothic southern enlargement of the nave at Leominster,
the rebuilding at Cirencester Abbey adjoined and only partly replaced the earlier structure.
Demolition would then have been confined to the apse, leaving the Romanesque chancel
standing. At Bolton Priory part of the older Romanesque fabric of the chancel was similarly
retained when the Gothic eastern extension was built (Thompson 1928, 135-8). Cirencester’s
new extension was floored with late thirteenth/early fourteenth-century tiles.

In 1292 Abbot Hampnett secured from the pope the grant of an indulgence for those who

visited the church each year during the octaves of the four main feast-days connected with the
Virgin Mary, to whom the abbey church was dedicated, and on the anniversary of its dedication
(CC 1, 171). Indulgences were a means of raising funds: those seeking spiritual benefits would
not visit the church without making a donation, and in this case was possibly intended to help
finance projected building operations. In 1309 three new altars were consecrated in the abbey
church (Reg. Reynolds, 10): these could have been the altars in the new eastern chapels, if they
were begun under Henry of Hampnett!? and completed by his successor, Adam of
Brokenborough. Perhaps the early fourteenth-century roof-boss with naturalistic foliage, found
in this eastern area (Brown and McWhirr 1966, 253 and pl. xI b), belonged to this work; and
Kennett Beecham sketched a foliage capital and a window-arch and mullion of appropriate date
(¢. 1300) from the abbey site (Beecham 1884 and 1918).
« - Apparently the next abbot, Adam, was interested in building, for he had a new chapel erected
in the abbey’s manor of Througham (acquired during the second half of the thirteenth century:
VCH Glos 11, 14; CC 3, 539-77: licence was given to celebrate divine service there in 1319 (Reg.
Cobbam, 16). He also continued his predecessor’s vigilance concerning the abbey’s financial
rights, using force as well as going to law to retain tithes belonging to its church of Bray in
Berkshire (Cal. Close R. 1307-13, 328; Cal. Patent R. 1307-13, 421), and tenaciously resisting the
claims made by the men of Cirencester who refused to be tallaged for the abbey’s benefit in
1313 (Cal. Close R. 1307-13, 520; CC 1, 46, 118, 119).
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Richard Charlton, who succeeded Adam as abbot in 1320 (Cal. Patent R. 1317-21, 508, 511,
519), added to the abbey’s resources by acquiring more local properties (Cal. Patent R. 13214,
29; 1324-7, 276), but the last years of Edward II and the rule of Isabella and Mortimer were not
propitious times for building. Edward IT was based at Cirencester in December 1321 before
mustering an army against Thomas of Lancaster. While there, he ordered the abbot’s bailiff to
assist the sheriff in levelling the rebel John Giffard’s castle of Brimpsfield, and in searching out
provisions which the local people were hiding (Cal. Patent R. 1321- 4, 42, 43-4). Commissions
of array were issued from Cirencester in May 1326; and in November, after the king’s capture,
Isabella and Mortimer were staying at the abbey when the Great Seal was handed over (Cal.
Patent R. 1324-7, 265, 268; Cal. Close R. 1323-7, 655). These involuntary involvements in the
tangled politics of the period were no doubt both expensive and disruptive: the general malaise
was reflected in the abbey in a collapse of morale. The community put on a show of rectitude
good enough to deceive Bishop Cobham when he visited the abbey in 1325, but the bishop
discovered afterwards that it had all been pretence. Some of the canons were wandering about
the country, others were leading immoral lives. The abbot was commanded to bring them to
order, or the bishop himself would punish them (Reg. Cobbam, 189; Pearce 1923, 194).

Consequently, it is not surprising that when William Hereward became abbot in 1335 he had
to cope with both financial problems and a church threatening to become ruinous, presumably
because the rebuilding begun a generation earlier had come to a standstill. Perhaps he can be
credited with finishing the upper part of the eastern extension as well as the creation of the
Lady Chapel (above, pp. 123-4) and, according to the testimony of his community, with massive
repairs and rebuilding in the rest of the church. It is possible that his work included rebuilding
the nave (Evans 1991, 113). The canons’ gratitude for this rescue operation is apparent in the
reasons they put forward for commemorating him with a chantry in the Lady Chapel he had
built, and as a mark of his own appreciation of Abbot Hereward’s achievements, Bishop
Bransford granted an exceptional 40 days’ indulgence for all who gave contributions or support
to the project (Reg. Bransford, xli, 146, 497). Besides strengthening and partly rebuilding the
abbey church, Abbot Hereward constructed a number of necessary buildings in the precinct.
These are likely to have included book-rooms to house the abbey’s library, and the remodelling
of the chapter-house which accompanied their construction (above pp. 120-1). If, as seems
possible, the room between the chapter-house and the dormitory-undercroft (perhaps the
parlour) had been used as a book-store before the chapter-house book-rooms were constructed,
the alterations which made this room into a passage (‘slype’) from the cloister eastwards to an
area delimited on the north by a wall (possibly, as at Lesnes abbey, bordering the path to the
infirmary), could also belong to this period. In the south book-room, a row of stones 18 ins
away from its north wall might belong to an emplacement for a bookcase: the door into this
room from the transept might suggest that service-books were kept there (Fig. 3).

Before he died in 1352, Abbot Hereward took steps to ensure the continuance of the work on
the abbey church. In June 1351 he secured from Clement VI a grant, valid for ten years, of a
year and 40 days’ relaxation of enjoined penance to penitents who gave help to.the abbey for the
rebuilding of their church (Cal. Papal L. 1342-62, 456). Presumably it was to take advantage of
this privilege that the Black Prince made a pilgrimage to Cirencester in 1353 (Black Prince’s Reg.
4, 100): he was subsequently granted a daily chantry mass in the Lady Chapel in recognition of
the help he gave (CC 1, 40). Donations from such pilgrims presumably revived the building
operations, which are likely to have been abandoned in 1348-9 during the ravages of the Black
Death: in Bristol 35 to 40 per cent of the population died (Boucher 1938, 37); Bristols death
rate was particularly high, but Cirencester must also have suffered, if not as catastrophically.
Moreover, the euphoria in the abbey occasioned by the progress made in the first decade of
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William Hereward’s abbacy had apparently evaporated. In 1351 Bishop Thoresby wrote
seriously to the aging abbot: canons were again wandering away from their cloister, even going
overseas, and those at home were living evil lives; proper accounts of finances were not being
kept (VCH Glos. 2, 82, citing Reg. Thoresby f. 49). It seems that there was at least one burst of
building activity in the late 1350s, for it was presumably Prior Henry Morton (who occurs as
canon in 1349-50 and as prior in 1353-4: Cal. Papal L. 1342-62, 328, 420; CC 2, 574; Cal.
Patent R. 13548, 116) who built the Henry Morton chapel in the abbey mentioned in the will
of a burgess of Bristol, Thomas Beaupyne, who desired in 1403 to be buried there (Reg.
Arundel 1, f. 205; Wadley 1886, 78). It is tempting to identify this chapel with the chapel at the
east end of the nave (presumably on its southern side since the cloister was on the north) which
William Worcestre mentioned as not included in his measurement of the nave’s width.'# The
Dissolution Survey refers to chapels adjoining the abbey church: these could be the Morton and
the Lady Chapels, both on the south side.

Despite the indulgence, it is unlikely that building progress was maintained during the next
decade, for there was another visitation of the Black Death in 1361-2, and not only Hereward
but three successors as abbot died between 1352 and 1363. Besides the difficulties occasioned by
lack of continuity in direction, each change of abbot meant an expensive vacancy, when the king
took at least £100 in lieu of custody of the temporal property of the abbey, and also exercised
the patronage of any of its livings which fell vacant. Recurrence of plague meant that mortality
was high among parish clergy. In 1361, despite the speed with which a new abbot was elected
(Cal. Patent R. 135861, 124, 137, 144), the king was able to present to five of the abbey’s
churches in virtue of the vacancy (Cal. Patent R. 13614, 91, 100, 116, 117, 138, 139). There was
also an obligation that on each new creation of an abbot a pension or one of the abbey’s
benefices had to be provided for one of the king’s clerks; since it first appears in 1308 (Cal.
Chancery W., 269), this was probably a quid pro quo conceded when in 1306 the king granted the
canons custody of the temporalities during vacancies (above p. 128).

Already in 1360 the Black Prince, in a letter to the Bishop of Salisbury, had painted a grim
picture of the abbey’s financial difficulties (CC 1, 140). As a result of the late general mortality,
he wrote, the abbey had lost rents, and various properties were producing no revenue. Its
buildings, sumptuously constructed in the past, were falling down with age, and available
resources did not suffice for their repair. Burdened by the heavy cost of hospitality to travellers,
rich and poor, and by outstanding debts, the abbey could not meet its commitments. This letter
was a request to the bishop to allow Cirencester Abbey to appropriate the revenues of the
church of Hagbourne's in his diocese: consequently, there was probably exaggeration of the
financial need. But the bishop was moved to grant the appropriation on account of ‘manifest
necessity and indigence’, and it is therefore unlikely that the abbey could have claimed to be
unable to do repairs if any building-construction was going on.

Although there was a third outbreak of plague in 1369, Nicholas of Ampney, who became
abbot in 1363, managed to survive for thirty years. This respite from vacancies allowed financial
recovery, but in 1378 the administration of the abbey was in an even worse state than in 1351.
The Bishop of Worcester ordered Nicholas to remove from office the almoner and the
precentor, and to make new appointments with the advice of the older and wiser canons. A
second treasurer was to be created, and all revenues were to be paid into the hands of the two
treasurers. Again, wanderers and evil-livers in the community were to be curbed and punished
(Reg. Wakefield, 155-8). But if Abbot Nicholas’s domestic management apparently left much to
be desired, his diplomatic skill was excellent; for in that same year he secured from Richard II
confirmation of the abbey’s royal charters (Cal. Patent R. 1377-81, 318), and from Urban VI re-
issues of papal privileges granted two centuries earlier and now ‘worn with age’ (CC 3, 118,
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119). Moreover, on New Year’s Day 1379, Urban acceded to his petition for a grant of
pontificalia, giving Cirencester the coveted position of a mitred abbey (CC 3, 120), the first such
grant to an Augustinian house apart from the isolated concession made nearly two centuries
before (in 1191, according to Willis 1718, 193) to Waltham, the abbey which Henry II founded
to atone for the murder of Thomas Becket. In support of his request for this distinction for his
abbey, Nicholas stated that its annual income was one thousand marks (£666 13s 4d). Nicholas
and his canons managed not only to impress the distant pope!¢ but also the archbishop, who
discovered nothing amiss when on metropolitical visitation in 1384 (Dahmus 1950, 145). But it
was less easy to deceive those closer at hand. In 1389 the heads of the neighbouring Augustinian
houses of Llanthony Secunda and Oseney were directed by the Order’s provincial General
Chapter to investigate allegations about serious irregularities at Cirencester Abbey, including in
particular its unjust treatment of one of its canons, William Alderton, and to implement such
reforms and punishments as were necessary (Salter 1922, xxix; Heales 1898, 275, App. cxxxvii;
Reg. Wakefield, 138-9).

It is possible that the abbot’s new dignity occasioned the building of the lodging for him,
separate from the cloister, which the Dissolution Survey suggests (PRO E315/494, f. 61;
Dickinson 1968, 69, 72); and there may have been other alterations in the cloister. Beecham
sketched a large moulded stone from the abbey site which he dated ¢. 1380; it may be that it
belonged to the same scheme as the moulded door-jambs excavated in the east cloister-walk in
1964 (Wacher 1965, pl. xxxvi). And it would be appropriate if the carved bosses of a pope and an
abbot, also found there in 1964 (Fig. 5; Wacher 1965, pl. xxxix), represented Nicholas, the first
mitred abbot, and Pope Urban VI, who granted the privilege. Although the abbey was enjoying
a high income, internal dissensions may have impeded the progress of building works. There
was also trouble with the townsfolk. There had been renewed conflict with the town in Abbot
Hereward’s time (1342-3: CC 1, 123-32), when grievances about the abbey’s take-over of town
properties, enclosure of common pasture, and suppression of the town reeve’s court, were taken
to the king for redress. The abbey had bought its way out of this with a ‘fine’ (gift) to the king
of £300. In 1369 an attempt to deny the abbey customary services also failed, and the men of
Cirencester were fined (Cal. Patent R. 1367-70, 320-21). Resentment continued to smoulder as
apparently it had persisted earlier, between these outbreaks and those of 1301, 1306 and 1313.
In 1385 it broke out again. ‘Unheard-of things’ were done to the abbot and canons, and further
damage was threatened (Czl. Patent R. 1381-5, 593). Richard II responded to the abbey’s
complaint by ordering the Keepers of the Peace to deal with the offenders.

Perhaps it was in the uneasy interval between this and the next outbreak in 1400 that the
refurbishment of the choir of the abbey church, with the consequent alterations to the west wall
of the crossing, was achieved. If the rebuilding of the chancel started soon after the papal grant
of an indulgence in 1292, and the ambulatory chapels had been built when three new altars were
consecrated in 1309, the work was apparently progressing, in the usual way, from east to west.
After an interval during the disorderly years of Edward IIs fall and Edward III’s minority, Abbot
Hereward between 1335 and 1346 possibly finished the eastern ambulatory, did major repairs,
perhaps rebuilding the nave, and constructed the Lady Chapel. The Black Death of 1348-9
meant another suspension of building activity, which presumably had a temporary revival when
the papal indulgence of 1351 was granted for the specific purpose of financing it. Progress is
likely to have been slow during the next generation, owing to recurrences of the Black Death
and the resultant shortage of masons, the mismanagement of the abbey’s finances, and
dissensions both within the community and with the town. But perhaps the rebuilding of the
presbytery north aisle belongs to the end of this period. A piece of curvilinear window-tracery
found in this area could be of late fourteenth-century date. The next stage was to modernize the
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choir, thus putting the finishing touches to the work on the east end of the church. Perhaps it
was the new abbot John of Leckhampton, successor in 1393 to the aged Nicholas, who brought
the remodelling of the chancel to a successful conclusion by adapting the crossing for the
introduction of new choir stalls on a foundation supported by low walls.!?

Hitherto, the abbey had enjoyed royal support when in conflict with the town. But this
changed in 1400. In January of that year, the men of Cirencester earned the gratitude of Henry
IV by nipping in the bud the rebellion of the Earls of Kent and Salisbury, who were seized and
beheaded in the town. Enjoying royal favour, the townsmen made bold to withhold their
services from the abbey and complain to the king. Despite clear evidence of the abbey’s rights,
Henry IV in 1403 granted the town’s petition for a gild merchant. Strictly, this grant deprived
the abbey only of market-tolls and court profits, but in practice far more was lost. For the
townsmen continued for the rest of Henry IV’s reign to withhold their services, causing
financial loss estimated by the abbey at £6,000. An attempt by Abbot Leckhampton in 1413 to
recover. these lucrative rights was resisted with violence. Only after Henry IV’s death later in
1413 were they restored; and after another five years the grant of the gild merchant was
annulled (CC 1, 12; Fuller 1885, 330-8; Fuller 1894, 45-9, 58-74. Latin texts and translations of
documents enumerating the services due to the abbey are given in Fuller 1878).

One of the spin-offs from Henry IV’s generosity to the townsmen who had rid him of his
enemies was the building, between 1402 and 1416, of the great west tower of the parish church.
Once the local friction and financial losses of Henry IV’s reign were over, the abbey was
unlikely to have let itself be outdone in architectural activity. Revaulting of the transepts may
belong to the second quarter of the century, judging by the similarity of masonry fragments
from the south transept to work of this period in the parish church; and the chapter-house may
have been revaulted and given new windows and wall-panelling soon afterwards (as suggested by
finds of window-tracery and panelling of mid-fifteenth century date, and of fan-vaulting of
1450-1500). It is not easy to work out when the rebuilding of the abbey church’s nave was
undertaken. John Leland in ¢. 1540 referred to the nave as ‘but new work to speak of” (Izin. 1,
129). This suggests that it was no earlier than the end of the fifteenth century. It could be later,
since the parish church’s nave, rebuilt 1516-30, was also described by Leland as ‘new work’; but
a late fifteenth-century roof boss, found lying in the nave area of the abbey church, probably
belongs to the nave vault. Work on the nave is unlikely to have begun before 1480, since
William Worcestre would surely have mentioned if building was going on or only recently
finished in the church when he visited it. Perhaps the rebuilding of the nave of the abbey church
inspired the construction of the splendid south porch of the parish church at the end of the
fifteenth century. It has been suggested that the abbey played a major part in the building of this
porch, but bequests in wills of 1492 to 1501 and other evidence of contributions for this
purpose (Leedy 1980, 154; Leland, Izin. 1, 129) show that it was largely if not entirely a parish
effort. As rector, the abbey was concerned with the east end of the parish church. Abbot
Hagbourne (1504-22) put up the lovely fan-vault in its chapel of St. Catharine; it bears his
initials and the date 1508. Pieces of fan-tracery exactly matching this are said to have been dug
up on the abbey site in 1867 (Beecham 1887, 66; Fuller 1893a, 40). Probably they belonged to
the south and west walks of the cloister, which may have been rebuilt by Hagbourne after the
completion of the nave. His successor, John Blake, the last abbot (1522-39), presumably
completed the work in the cloister (and perhaps the west front of the nave, if it belongs to this
date) as he did the abbey’s building operations at the east end of the parish church. The loftier
nave recently erected by the parishioners necessitated the raising to match it of the chancel’s
west wall. Abbot Blake’s monogram appears on the external keystone of a new seven-light
window over the chancel arch (Fuller 1893a, 39). Blake made another valuable if more mundane
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contribution to the life of the town, for he erected two fulling mills outside the precinct, one of
which, the ‘New Mills’, was still standing in 1887 (Beecham 1887, 81; Baddeley 1924, 320). As
Leland remarked, ‘They be wonderfully necessary, because the town standeth all by clothing’
(Itin. 1, 129). Unlike most Augustinian abbeys, where the abbot had a lodging in the cloister,
Cirencester appears to have had a separate house in the precinct for its abbot between the
cloister and the Spital Gate Grange. This house had recently been extended when the abbey
was dissolved in 1539 (PRO E315/494, £.61). Presumably the extension was the work of
Hagbourne or Blake.

The number of canons had declined sharply since 1307 when there were 40. In 1498 there
were 24 (Reg. Morton, f. 171. VCH Glos 2, 83, cites Reg. Morton but with the misprinted date
1428 which has since been repeated e.g. in Russell 1944, 201; Knowles and Hadcock 1953,
134, and 1971, 154). Perhaps numbers had never recovered since the Black Death, or the
Great Schism in the papacy had affected recruitment to conventional religious institutions. In
1425 the canons of Cirencester secured papal permission to rent out their chapels, churches,
and other property to anyone, clerk or layman, on lease or in perpetuity (Cal. Papal L.
1417-31, 410). This suggests that instead of having the responsibility of directly managing
their property, the canons were preferring to become receivers of rents. And indeed, almost all
their property was at farm when the surveys of Henry VIII’s reign were made in 1535 and
1539. The number of canons continued to decline. In 1534 there were 21 (Dep. Keeper’s Report
7 (1846), App. ii, 283). In December 1539, when the abbey was dissolved, there were 17 (LP
14, no. 705); but although numbers shrank, revenues had continued to be ample. In 1509 when
the abbot, in company with many other heads of Augustinian houses, was fined for not
attending their General Chapter, the penalty was at the highest level, £10: the amount varied
from 6s 8d to £10 according to the resources of the house (Salter 1922, 129). In 1522, when
Cardinal Wolsey raised a forced ‘loan’ for the king, Cirencester,!8 like Walsingham, had to pay
£333 6s 8d, as compared for instance with Waltham at £200 and Oseney at £66 13s 4d (LP 3,
no. 1047). Since ecclesiastics were obliged on this occasion to contribute one quarter of their
annual income, Cirencester must have been assessed at £1,333 6s 8d (Goring 1971, 701). The
burden of producing so large a sum in ready money was probably borne by selling long leases
of property in return for large entry-fines. This may account for the lower assessment of the
abbey in the Valor Ecclesiasticus of 1535: £1,035 16s 8d (Lindley 1957, 113-4. Dugdale, Mon.
Angl. 6,178, has £1,051 7s 0%d). Many religious houses had to mortgage their property to pay
the so-called ‘loan’, never repaid, of 1522 (Heal 1976, 102). Even so, Cirencester was the
wealthiest of nearly 200 Augustinian houses in the country, the nearest to it being Leicester,
Merton, and Waltham, at valuations between £900 and £960 (Dickinson 1950, App. V). Like
other assessments of clerical property, the Valor of 1535 allowed certain abatements, and its
valuations were below true worth. Cirencester’s actual wealth is better represented by the
Ministers’ Accounts after the Dissolution, where it amounts to £1,131 1s 5d a year (Mon. Angl.
6, 178-9).

In order to remove visible signs of the monastic way of life which had been abolished, Henry
VIII’s commissioners were instructed to ensure that all conventual buildings, which were
deemed ‘superfluous’, were pulled down. Buildings of a practical character, such as barns, brew-
houses and bake-houses, were allowed to remain for future use by new tenants of the property.
Unless reprieved to serve cathedral or parish needs, the churches of the monasteries were the
first buildings to be demolished. The king was particularly interested in the bell-metal and in
the lead which covered the roofs of monastic churches and cloister ranges. The commissioners’
survey made at Cirencester is one of the comparatively small number which has survived. It
enumerates the buildings in the abbey precinct, declaring ‘superfluous’ the church with its
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adjoining chapels (presumably the Lady Chapel and Henry Morton’s chapel); the cloister with
its chapter-house, dormitory, refectory, library; the guest-hall; the infirmary complex; the
quarters of the cellarer and other officers of the abbey; the convent kitchen and outhouses; and
a group of domestic buildings — storehouse, slatehouse, guest-chamber, stables, and hay-store —
which presumably might have escaped demolition had they not been in close proximity to the
doomed area. Spared as useful for the new tenant were the abbot’s house and its out-buildings;
baking-, brewing-, and malting-houses; the barn with its two entries in the Spital Gate Grange;
and granary in the lower courtyard and the gate of the courtyard; the wool-store with the stable
by the mill; and the Almery Grange (PRO E 315/494, £. 61, quoted by Fuller 1893b, 45-6). The
abbey library was sacrificed with the rest of the cloister, but some of the books were saved by Sir
John Prise, who visited monasteries in the west of England at the very moment of their
Dissolution, and snatched from oblivion those volumes which now survive in the libraries of
Hereford Cathedral, to which he bequeathed them, and of Jesus College, Oxford, and the
Bodleian, and probably also those belonging to the old Royal Collection now in the British
Library (Ker 1955, 5-6, 12-16).

In May 1540 the site of the abbey, with the Spital and Almery granges, and the abbey’s lands
in Minety, were leased for 21 years to Roger Basing, and Barton Grange to William Berners
(LP 16, p. 720). Both Basing and Berners were in royal service. Basing set in motion without
delay the demolition of the monastic buildings. By July 1541 the lead had been stripped from
the abbey church and Lady Chapel, and from the gutters and window-coverings, and melted
down into 220 ‘sows’ or blocks marked with their weight (Youings 1971, doc. 31a). The total
weight was 113% fothers, 70 Ib (Maclean 1888, 106). Lead was the king’s perquisite and had to
be stored for him until required: most of it was sold in bulk to contractors at ¢. £4 a fother (=
19% cwt). This consignment was transported to Bristol. The whole quantity of lead from
church, choir, aisles, tower, chapels, chapterhouse, dormitory, refectory and abbot’s lodging
had been estimated at 123 fothers (PRO E315/494, £. 61). In 1556 three fothers remained to be
accounted for by the Receiver, and a memorandum was made that the lead conduit pipes had
been carried off by a former servant of Lord Chandos who should be asked for it (Youings
1971, 106, 107). After removal of their roofs, buildings soon became derelict even if they were
not pulled down. In Cirencester’s case, the building materials were bought and being carted
away by Sir Anthony Hungerford and Robert Strange before 1544 (PRO 321, 17/48, cited by
Reece 1962, 201-2).

In January 1565 the reversion of the site of the abbey was bought from Elizabeth I by
Richard Master (Cal. Patent R. 15636, p. 201). Ruins of the abbey were still visible in the 1570s
when Camden was collecting material for his Britannia (Camden 1586, 195), but by the time the
site came into Richard Master’s possession, presumably when Basing’s second lease (LP 21, i, p.
777) expired or was bought out (Reece 1962, 200), there can have been little left standing of the
west end of the church and cloister; for the Elizabethan house shown in Kip’s drawing, although
it avoids the actual site of the abbey church, overlies that of the west claustral range and would
have been uncomfortably close to the north range had that sull existed. In all probability, the
site had already been cleared of the whole group of buildings on the ‘superfluous’ list. Not a
single trace of them survived when Kip made his drawing in ¢. 1700, and Browne Willis
observed that no one in Cirencester at that time could say exactly where they had stood (Willis
1718, 58). The house Kip drew was replaced in 1776 by another on the same site. This Abbey
House was thought by Kennett Beecham to overlie the presbytery of the abbey church
(Beecham 1887, plan facing p. 66) and by Fuller to overlie its north transept (Fuller 1893 b, pl.
ii). It was not until the excavations of 1964-5 that the long-forgotten location of the church and
its cloister was recovered.
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APPENDIX

List of abbots!

For other lists published this century see Ross 1964, 1, xliii~xliv; VCH Glos. 2, 83—4; and for the 12th and
early 13th centuries, Knowles, Brooke and London 1972, 160. The present list expands and amends those
already available.

1. Serlo, first abbot (CC 1, 28), 1130-47
Appointed and blessed 1130 (Fobn of Worcester, 31; for the date see Evans 1991, 99-100). Named as
abbot 1133, 1136, 1139, 1147 (CC 1, 28, 145, 29, 148; London 1979, 570). Formerly dean of
Salisbury, from before April 1116 until at least 1122 (Kealey 1972, 234-5 and n., 238; Fasti 1066-1300
4, 8); by 26 July 1125 canon of Merton? (College of Arms Arundel MS 28 f. 12, in Colker 1970, 261).
Died 1147 (Ann. Winchcombe f. 26); obit celebrated on 30 Jan. (Leland, Itin. 1, 265). News of his
death would not have reached Rome by 11 Feb. when Eugenius III named him as abbot in a grant of
privileges (CC 1, 148).

2. Andrew, second abbot (Williams 1908, 104), 1147x9-1176
Named as abbot 1149 (Regesta 3, no. 455), 1155x66, after Aug. 1164, after April 1174 (CC 2, 615, 375,
709). Died 1176 (Ann. Winchcombe f. 20; Ann. Tewkesbury, 515 Ann. Worcester, 383) on 27 Dec. (Gesta
Henrici 11 1, 136, where the deceased abbot is not named).

3. Adam, 1177-83
Appointed 1177, formerly prior of Bradenstoke (Ann. Winchcombe f. 20; Ann. Tewkesbury, 52).
Named as abbot 1178, after Aug. 1180, after Aug. 1181 (CC 1, 150; 2, 476-7, 421). Died 1183 (Ann.
Winchcombe f. 21).

4. Robert, 1183-86
Appointed 1183, died 1186 (Ann. Winchcombe f. 21; Ann. Tewkesbury, 53). Named as abbot (CC 2,
708, undated, late 12th c.). The abbacy was vacant from Michaelmas 1186 to at least Easter 1187 (PR
33 Hen I, 26-7; see Evans 1991, 114 n. 13).

5. Richard, 1187-1213
Elected before Michaelmas 1187 (PR 33 Hen II, 26); formerly prior of St. Gregorys Canterbury
(Ann. Winchcombe f. 21v). Named as abbot 1189x90 (London 1979, no. 21), 1189x91 (Kemp 1968,
108), 1190, 1194, 1197, 1201, 1203, 1208, 1209 (CC 1, 180, 183-4, 188, 191, 192; 2, 605, 613, 1, 266).
The abbacy was vacant by 10 Jan. 1213 (Roz. Pat. 1201-16, 96b), after the death of an unnamed abbot
(Ann. Waverley, 273), presumably this one.

6. Master Alexander Nequam, 1213-17
Royal licence to elect 24 July 1213 (Rot. Claus. 1, 146b). Canon of Cirencester (Hunt 1984, 11);
elected 1213 (Ann. Dunstable, 40), in the king’s presence, before 1 Aug. when temporalities were
returned (CC 1, 86). Named as abbot 1214 (Rot. Claus. 1, 204b), 1215 (CC 1, 88; Rot. Chart. 212b,
218b), after 3 July 1216 (as ‘A’: CC 2, 409). Died 1217, as abbot (Ann. Waverley, 289), on 31 March
(Cat. Worc. MSS, p. 92), at Kempsey and was buried at Worcester (Ann. Worcester, 409)

7. Walter, 12175-30
Formerly cellarer of the abbey, return of temporalities 27 April 1217 (Rot. Claus. 1, 307b; Patent R.
1216-25, 61). Named as abbot 1219, 1223, 1225 (CC 1, 193, 195-8, 212-13), 1229 (Close R. 1227-31,
244), 20 March (as ‘W’) and 18 Now. 1230 (CC 2, 418; 1, 199). Died 1230 (Ann. Worcester, 422) on 29
Nov. (Ann. Tewkesbury, 77, where he is misnamed Richard), before § Dec. (Patent R. 1255-32, 418:
licence to elect successor).

8. Hugh of Bampton, 1230-50
Formerly cellarer of the abbey, royal assent to election 8 Dec. 1230 (Close R. 1227-31, 462; CC 1, 90).
Blessed at Worcester 25 Dec. (Ann. Tewkesbury, 77, Ann. Worcester, 421-2, where he is misnamed
Henry). Named as abbot 1231 (Close R. 1227-31, 585; CC 1, 294), and in each year 1232-7, 1241-5,
1248-9 (CC 1-3), 17 May 1249 (CC 1, 214). Died 1250 (Ann. Tewkesbury, 143, where the deceased
abbot is not named), before 5 Dec. (Cal. Patent R. 1247-58, 82).
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. Roger of Rodmarton, 1250-67

Licence to elect 7 Dec. 1250; canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 12 Dec.; return of
temporalities 18 Dec. (Cal. Patent R. 1247-58, 82). Named as abbot 1251 (as ‘R’: CC 2, 399, 401), and
in most years thereafter (CC 1-3) until 26 May 1265 (CC 2, 624). Died between 24 and 28 Jan. 1267
(Cal. Patent R. 1266-72,29, 31).

Henry of Munden,$ 1267-81 ‘

Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 10 Oct. 1267; return of temporalities 4 Nov. (Cal.
Patent R. 1266-72, 115, 163). Named as abbot Michaelmas term 1267 (as ‘H’: Obed Accts. f. 18v),
1273,1274, 1275, 1278, 1279 (CC 3, 813, 367, 753, 307; Reg. Giffard, 72), 23 March 1281 (CC 2, 656).
Henry of Hampnett, 1281-1307

Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 28 Dec. 1281; return of temporalities 2 Jan. 1282 (Cal.
Patent R. 1281-92, 7, 8). Named as abbot in most years 12861306 (CC 1-3; Cal. Patent R.
1292-1301, 623, 627). Died 1 Nov. 1307 (CC 1, 94; Worc. Reg. s.v., 103 where he is named Henry
Clerbaud).

Adam of Brokenburgh, 1307-20

Licence to elect 6 Nov. 1307; elected 14 Nov., formerly chamberlain of the abbey; royal assent to
election 23 Nov.; election examined before diocesan confirmation 3 Dec.; return of temporalities 14
Dec. (Cal. Patent R. 1307-13, 12, 20, 26; Worc. Reg. s.v., 98-102; CC 1, 94). Named as abbot in years
1309-11, 1315-17 (CC 1-3; Cart. Glouc. 1, 144; Cal. Patent R. 1307-13, 421, 499). Endowed his obit
26 April 1315 (CC 3, 283). Died 6 Oct. 1320 (Cal. Mem. R. 1326-7, no. 925).

Richard of Charlton, 1320-35

Licence to elect early Oct. 1320; formerly chamberlain of the abbey, royal assent to election 25 Oct,,
return of temporalities 13 Nov. (Cal. Patent R. 1317-21, 508, 511, 519; CC 2, 721). Named as abbot
1321, 1326, 1327, 1333 (CC 3, 228, 757, 758, 761; as ‘R’: Reg. Cobham, 95). Resigned by 18 June 1335
(Cal. Close R. 1333-6, 356).

William Hereward, 1335-52

Licence to elect 19 June 1335; canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 7 July; return of
temporalities 6 Aug. (Cal. Patent R. 1334-8, 126, 151, 161). Frequent occurrences as abbot. His
chantry ordained 11 Oct. 1346 (Reg. Bransford, 144-6, 493-7). Died before 28 April 1352 (Cal. Patent
R. 1350-54,253: licence to elect successor).

Ralph of Estcote, 135258

Formerly prior of the abbey, royal assent to election 14 May 1352; return of temporalites 19 May
(Cal. Patent R. 1350-54, 263). Named as abbot 1353 (CC 2, 574). Died before 28 Nov. 1358 (Cal.
Patent R. 1358-61, 124: licence to elect successor).

William of Martley, 1358-61

Canon of Cirencester, formerly cellarer (CC 2, 574); royal assent to election 16 Dec. 1358; return of
temporalities 12.Jan. 1359 (Cal. Patent R. 1358-61, 137, 144). Named as abbot 1359 (CC 1, 141). Died
before 21 Oct. 1361 (Cal. Patent R. 13614, 98: licence to elect successor).

William of Lynton,” 1361-3

Formerly prior of the abbey, royal assent to election 10 Nov. 1361; return of temporalities 8 Dec.
(Cal. Patent R. 13614, 104, 127). Died before 8 June 1263 (Cal. Close R. 13604, 462-3).

Nicholas of Ampney, 1363-93

Licence to elect 8 June 1363; canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 3 July; return of
temporalities 13 Aug. (Cal. Patent R. 13614, 350, 379, 386). Named as abbot 1367, 1373 (Cal. Patent
R. 1367- 70, 69, 392), 1379 (CC 3, 120: papal grant of pondificalia), 1389 (CC 3, 912), 1391 (Cal.
Close R. 1389-92, 484). Died before 23 Aug. 1393 (Cal. Patent R. 1391-6, 308: licence to elect
successor).

Fobn of Leckhampton, 13931416

Formerly prior of the abbey, royal assent to election 4 Sept. 1393; return of temporalities 12 March
1394 (Cal. Patent R. 1391-6, 375, 385). Named as abbot April 1394 (Cal. Patent R. 13916, 418; Cal.
Close R. 1392~6, 285), 1395 (Cal. Papal L. 1362-1404, 518), 1401-2 (CC' 3, 696), after March 1413 (CC
2, 738). Died 18 March 1416 (CC 2, 732).
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20. William Best; 141630
Licence to elect 22 March 1416; formerly sacristan of the abbey, royal assent to election 8 April;
return of temporalities 21 May (Cal. Patent R. 1416-22, 4,7, 30; CC 2, 732). Named as abbot 1420
(CC 3, 696). Died before 12 Feb. 1430 (Cal. Patent R. 1429-36, 38: licence to elect successor).

21. William Watton, 1430-40
Formerly prior of the abbey, royal assent to election 28 Feb. 1430; return of temporalities 8 March
(Cal. Patent R. 1429-36,49, 34; CC 2, 733). Named as abbot 1431 (Cal. Papal L. 1427-47, 365), 1436,
1437 (Cal. Fine R. 1430-37, 307, 320). Died before 30 June 1440 (Cal. Patent R. 1436—41, 422: licence
to elect successor).

22. Fobn Taunton, 1440-55
Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 11 July 1440; return of temporalities 29 July (Cal. Patent
R. 143641, 430, 438; CC 2, 743). Named as abbot 1450 (CC 2, 735). Died 15 March 1455 (CC 2, 734).

23. William George, 1455-64
Licence to elect 24 March 1455; formerly prior of the abbey, royal assent to election 4 April; return of
temporalities 21 April (Cal. Patent R. 1452-61, 230-1; CC 2, 734). Doctor of Canon Law, Oxford
(Emden 2, 755). Died before 11 June 1464 (Cal. Patent R. 1461-7, 333: licence to elect successor).

24. Fobn Sodbury, 1464-78 -
Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 3 July 1464; return of temporalities 17 July (Cal. Patent
R. 1461-7, 343, 334). Named as abbot 1470, 1473 (Cal. Patent R. 1467-77, 615, 386). Died before 3
Oct. 1478 (Cal. Patent R. 1476-85, 121).

25. Thomas Compton, 1478-81
Licence to elect 15 Oct. 1478; canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 30 Oct.; return of
temporalities 22 Dec.; died before 3 Nov. 1381 (Cal. Patent R. 1476-85, 116,117, 131, 286).

26. Richard Clive, 1481-88
Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election® 3 Nov. 1381; named as abbot each year from 1484 to
13 July 1488 (Cal. Patent R. 1476-85, 286, 561; 148594, 486). Died before 1 Oct. 1488 (Cal. Patent R.
1485-94, 250: licence to elect successor to unnamed deceased abbot).

27. Thomas Aston, 1488-1504
Canon of Cirencester, royal assent to election 27 Oct. 1488; return of temporalities 7 Dec.; named as
abbot each year from Dec. 1488 to 20 March 1504; resigned before 29 Nov. 1504 (Cal. Patent R.
1485-94, 259, 486; 1494-1509, 640-1, 400; Cal. Close R. 1500-1509, no. 577).

28. Fobn Hagbourne, 1504-22
Formerly prior of St. Mary’s College, Oxford (Emden 2, 842). Professor of theology, royal assent to
election 29 Nov. 1504; return of temporalities 17 Dec.; named as abbot in years 1505-8, 1510-14
(Cal. Patent R. 1494-1509, 400, 388, 625, 640-1; LP 1, ii, 1537). Died before 4 March 1522 (LP 3, no.
2081: licence to elect successor).

29. Fobn Blake, 1522-39
Canon of Cirencester (Reg. Morton 2, no. 465). Royal assent to electdon 22 March 1522; diocesan
confirmation 8 April; return of temporalities 12 April (LP 3, no. 2125, 2178). Signed petition for
king’s divorce 1530; pensioned at £200 p.a. 19 Dec. 1539, when the abbey was suppressed (LP 4, no.
6513; 14, no. 705; 15, no. 139, 1032).

Notes to the List of Abbots

1. All previous lists have been based on that compiled by Browne Willis (1718, 61-4). An abridged and
slightly amended version of it appeared in Mon. Angl. 6 (1830), 176.

2. Jobn of Warcester, 31, has Serlo as canon of Salisbury, presumably in error for Merton, at the time of
his appointment as abbot of Cirencester.

3. Browne Willis (1718, 61) has an extra abbot Robert who was appointed in 1183 and died in the same
year. This error was due to a misreading of the Annals of Tewkesbury, where Robertus Cirencestriae was
taken to belong to a list of those who had died in 1183 instead of to the preceding list of those made
abbots in that year.
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Possibly Walter of Gloucester, who was mentioned as a canon of Cirencester in 1200x5 (CC 1, 327).
In an ihquisition of 1247 (Cal. Ing. p.m. 1, no 110) Walter le Rus was named as abbot of Cirencester in
1240-1 when lands in Adderbury, Oxon, were given to Cirencester Abbey. The inquisition is in error
about the date of the grant, which was made not later than 1222 (CC 2, 636), but may be right about
Walter’s name.

The Pipe Roll for 11 Nov. 1217 to 29 Sept. 1218 mentions an Abbot Maurice of Cirencester (PR 2
Hen 11F, 37), apparently in error (see Evans 1991, 110 and n. 17).

Ross in CC 2, pp. 662, 695, tentatively identified Henry of Munden as Henry Clerbaud, presumably
because a writ of 1342 (CC 1, 129) and an inquisition of 1400 (Cal. Ing. Misc. 1399-1422, no. 27)
stated that Abbot Henry Clerbaud enclosed the Crundles, Cirencester, in 8 Edw. I (1279-80). But an
inquisition held in 1342 (CC 1, 126, on pp. 105, 107) gave the date of Abbot Clerbaud’s enclosure of
Crundles as 20 Edw. I (1291-2). Neither inquisition has all its facts right, but Worc. Reg. s.v., 103,
names Henry Clerbaud as the abbot who died in 1307, which identifies him with Henry of Hampnett.
His name appears in this form in the Patent Rolls. Browne Willis gave it as Dinton, citing Reg. Worc.
In VCH Glos. 2, 84 it is given as Lyneham, citing Worc. Reg. Barnet, f. 25d.

Browne Willis gives the date of Clive’s election as 25 Oct., but cites no source.

General Notes and References

1.
2.

For further details of Cirencester Abbey’s first hundred years see Evans 1991.

CC 1, 154, 156, 158: of these no. 154 is of dubious authenticity since it includes permission to
appropriate vicarages as well as rectories. The appropriation of vicarages is otherwise unknown at this
early date; it became common in the 14th century (Ross 1964, xxix—xxx). Curiously, Cirencester
Abbey frequently neglected to put into effect appropriations of rectories which popes had authorized
(Ross 1964, xxviii—xxxi).

. These 33 are of certain provenance. Ker includes six more which in all probability also belonged to

Cirencester Abbey: of these four belong to the 12th century, one to the 12th or early 13th, and one to
the 13th century.

The earliest floor found at the west end of the later slype was of yellow concrete; this did not appear
at the east end where another early floor survived (Cirencester Excavations 4, forthcoming).

. Et sunt in toto Chapiterbous 10 pane cum quarellis et quelibet pana 3 orle. (And in the whole Chapter

House are ten lights filled with quarries, each light having three roundels (?): translation by J.H.
Harvey, 1969).

Previously, the daily mass of Our Lady was celebrated at the altar of St. Thomas Becket: a gift of land
to Cirencester Abbey was made in the early 13th century ‘especially to adorn the altar of Blessed
Thomas the Martyr, where the daily mass of the Blessed Virgin is celebrated’ (CC 2, 385).

. conventualem ecclesiam ipsius monasterii variis tunc iminentibus ruinis notoriis subiectam reparari et in
magna sut parte de novo construi ac utiliter fecerat roborari, domos insuper nedum utiles sed necessarias tam
infra ipsius cepta monasterii quam extra . . . magnifice fecit exstrui gravibus sumptibus et labore (Reg.
Bransford, 493).

. vedditum quatuor librarum in divini cultus augmentum capelle beate virginis dei matvis in ecclesia dicti

monasterii constructe . . . perpetualiter assignavit (Reg. Bransford, 494).
Longitudo antiquissime capelle Beate Marie in meridionali ecclesie abbathie a choro continet 44 virgas cum una
ela sibi ab antiquo annexa. Latitudo dicte antique capelle continet 22 gressus cum ela antiqua (Worcestre, 284).
J-H. Harvey, in his introduction to his edition of Worcestre’s Itineraries (1969, xv, xvii-xviii) points out
that William Worcestre’s yard was 36 inches, as it is today: the suggestion that he used a yard of 33
inches is without evidence. His pace (gressus) was not a step but his two feet placed heel to toe. The
length thus obtained could vary considerably, especially where the distance measured was over 100 ft.
At Cirencester it can be equated with actual measurements in the parish church, where the length
(158 ft) is 90 of Worcestre’s paces and the width (91 ft) is 50 paces; and in the abbey church Worcestre
gives the nave width in both yards (24) and paces (41). These figures give the pace in the abbey church
as 21 inches, and in the parish church as 21 inches and 21.8 inches.
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It is tempting to attribute the tomb and chantry chapel to Abbot Hereward whose chantry in the Lady
Chapel was established in 1346. He died in 1352. The body buried in the grave was holding a chalice
(Wacher 1965, pl. xxxviii b).

A trace of a possible wall running eastwards was detected at the junction of the east wall of the south
transept and the southern end of its demolished apse (Brown and McWhirr 1966, pl. xlv, here Fig. 4),
Since a width of ¢. 39 ft from this point reaches the northern face of the presbytery aisle’s south wall
(i.e. including the postulated arcade and chantry chapel), it seems feasible to suggest that this may
belong to the Lady Chapel’s south wall. In this case, both the ancient aisle and the very ancient chapel
lay outside the abbey chancel’s south wall; and what Abbot Hereward did was to pierce that wall to
make an approach to it.

His tomb-cover was found, apparently not in its original positon, to the south of the abbey church’s
chancel (cf. here Fig. 4; Brown and McWhirr 1966, 253—4 and pl. xliii b).

A tomb inserted in the floor of the northern part of the new ambulatory, cutting through its
north-south sleeper wall, was overlaid with a floor of early 14th-century tiles. This would appear to
place the burial at a date between the building of the eastern extension (1290s?) and the later laying of
the tiled floor (Cirencester Excavations 4, forthcoming). Abbot Hampnett died in 1307.

Latitudo navis dicte ecclesie continet cum duobus alis 41 gressus sive 24 virgas preter capellam ovientalem cuins
longitudo est [blank in MS] (Worcestre, 284). Rochester Cathedral has a chapel in such a position, in the
angle between the nave and the south transept: it was added in the early 16th century (Butler and
Given-Wilson, 1979, 328).

The abbey’s desperate determination to secure a royal licence for this appropriation involved a
hazardous journey to France in time of war by an intrepid canon bearing a petition to the king (CC 1,
135-6; Cal. Patent R. 1358-61, 341).

Urban VI granted further privileges to Abbot Nicholas in 1378-9 (CC 3, 121, 122); and on 30 April
1380 exemption from the necessity to seek the diocesan’s confirmation of the election of a new abbot.
This provoked an angry reaction from Richard II at the next election (of John of Leckhampton), in
1393; the abbey had to agree to renounce the privilege, and the pope was constrained to withdraw it
(Cal. Close R. 1392-6, 285-6; Cal. Papal L. 1362-1404, 518).

Brown and McWhirr 1966, 252. A date between 1370 and 1470 is suggested for the stall foundations
(Cirencester Excavations 4, forthcoming).

Cirencester appears in LP 3, no. 1047 as ‘Chichester’. This confusion of the two names occasionally
appears in Calendars of records. In this case, Chichester appears twice: it is entered correctly under
‘Bishops’, with a liability of £1,000; the entry under ‘Abbots’ must be Cirencester. The problem arises
from the similarity of the two names in medieval Latin: Cirencester, Cirecestria; Chichester, Cicestria.
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