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David Papillon and the Civil War Defences of Gloucester

By MALCOLM ATKIN

Introduction

The earliest surviving plan purporting to show the Civil War defences of Gloucester is included
on the Hall and Pinnell map of 1780. The ‘Lines of the Ancient Fortifications’ show a double-
ditched circuit incorporating thirteen regularly-spaced, four-sided bastions to cover the gates
and provide a well-organized enfilading fire. The defences extended into the marsh of Little
Meadow and Castle Meadow, to each side of the River Severn. This scheme has been
considered to be too complex ever to have been put into operation and has therefore been
dismissed in the past as having no real significance. Washbourn (1825, note 146) first raised the
suggestion that, in fact, this may have reflected a plan of intent dating back to the Civil War,
and this hypothesis has been more recently developed (Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 127-9). The
latter deduced from the documentary evidence of 1643 that certain elements (notably the
bastions at the south-east corner and East Gate) could not have been constructed at the time of
the siege of 1643. The city was described at the time as being ‘open on three sides at least and
had no considerable defence’ (J. Corbet in Washbourn 1825, 11). Neither does the plan show
the lines of the documented 1643 defences along Pitt Street or across the south-east corner of
the city.

Nevertheless, there is plentiful evidence for continued work on the defences following the
siege. Little time was lost in improving the defences against possible renewed attack. On 18
September, a committee was appointed to ‘see to the amending and reparation of all places
defective in the wall and works round about the city and for cleansing of the ditches and
perfecting of such works as are already begun’.! The cost of repairing the defences around the
East Gate was 14d per perch and the labourers were paid up to 1s per day.2 In February 1644,
Captain Backhouse described how Colonel Massey was making three ‘sconces’ at the East and
North Gates and one at Friar’s Orchard on the south-east corner (Washbourn 1825, 108). The
implication is that a bastion at the South Gate had already been completed. This would
otherwise have been a major omission to the defences by this stage, and so would surely have
been mentioned. How much remained to be achieved is clear from the financial accounts and
ordinances detailing further work needed upon them. In 1644, the Quarter Sessions ordered
that all tenants should work at the fortifications at the rate of one day’s work for every yard of
land that they occupied. New elements were therefore clearly being added to the existing
scheme of defence. But the Hall and Pinnell plan shows a much more complete and unified
design, with some elements (on the north side) that do not match the documented line of the
defences in 1643 (Fig. 2a).

The Papillon Papers

The Papillon Collection of Kent Record Office (KRO U1015 02/5-9) provides important
documentary evidence as to the possible context of the Hall and Pinnell map, and also the
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Doc. 2. 12 April 1646: Remonstrance to House of Commons Committee of Gloucestershire. This
complains at the lack of attention given to him by the Mayor and Aldermen. (KRO U1015 02/6)

Doc. 3. 18 April 1646: Letter to patrons in London. This again complains of lack of interest of the city.
(KRO U1015 02/7)

Doc. 4. 30 Aprif 1646: Letter to patrons in London. This thanks the latter for some payment and requests
authority to implement his ideas. (KRO U1015 02/8)

Doc. 5. 16 Fuly 1646: Final report to the City Council on his proposals, with costings. On the reverse of this
is a rough draft of accounts for expenditure on the defences from May to July 1646. (KRO U1015 02/9)

The Papillon Plan

There is no mention of Papillon’s activity in the City Council minutes or accounts. However,
some work on the defences was clearly being undertaken around this period. The Commons
Journal 4 May 1646* records how the House of Commons agreed to allow £500 out of £1,000
charged upon the receipts of the Excise for the repair of the works and fortifications, and
draining and cleaning any standing water about the fortifications. This is the sum that Papillon
claimed as being required to carry out the immediaté repairs on the defences (Doc. I). The
reference to the draining of the marshy ground around the city also accords well with Papillon’s
suggestions of draining the ‘lothsome watters’. But this cannot in itself corroborate any
suggestion that Papillon’s other recommendations were actually being implemented to any
degree. Papillon described the existing works in 1646 as already ‘decaide’ (decayed) and much of
this money may simply have been spent on a continued programme of repair to the existing
defences rather than on constructing an ambitious new circuit to replace the ‘ill lines’ as
recommended by Papillon (Doc. 4). The only surviving evidence of payments to Papillon found
to date occur on the back of Doc. 5.5 This is a rough draft of accounts from 10 May to 11 July
1646. It totals £190 3s 5%d, including payments to sawyers, carpenters and masons. The sum of
£17 4s 0d was spent on pioneers’ tools and making wheel-barrows (as recommended in
Papillon’s remonstrance). A payment of 4s 8d was also made to a Mistress Palmer on 23 May for
Papillon’s next week’s board.

Papillon clearly had a high opinion of his own abilities against those of the ‘Hollandie
Enginier’ — an intriguing reference to another military engineer working in Gloucester. This
may have been a competitor; but the former governor, Colonel Massey, had been an engineer in
Holland before the Civil War and it is possible that Papillon was referring to his existing plan.
Equally well, it may refer to the well-known Dutch engineer, Colonel John Dalbier, who was in
the public eye at the time. He had been responsible (with Cromwell) for taking Basing House,
and had just successfully won the siege at Donnington. Another prominent Parliamentary
engineer of Dutch, or Walloon, origin was Peter Manteau van Dalem who became the
Engineer-General of the New Model Army. Papillon estimated on 30 April that his plan would
be worth ten times his pay, and concluded his report of 16 July that ‘If the Hollandie Enginiers
Plan, and judgement does not agree in the essentiall parts of these particulars, I shall tinke
[think] his fame to be greater than his skill. And because I dare maintain before the best
enginiers in this kingdome, that this way is the stronguest, the most rigulary; and the most
frugal way to fortify this city .. .".

His suggested plan of defence, comprising wet ditches with eleven and a half bulwarks is so
closely followed by the Hall and Pinnell map of thirteen that it is reasonable to suppose that the
latter was based on a version of the plan that is described as accompanying his July report (but
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Fig. 2a 'The Hall and Pinnell Plan of 1780. This is the earliest plan purporting to show the Civil War
defences of Gloucester, described as ‘Lines of Ancient Fortifications’. See Fig. 2b for the
relationship of these to the scheme proposed by David Papillon. (from a copy of 1790, courtesy of
Gloucestershire Record Office)
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Fig. 2b Extraction of the ‘Lines of Ancient Fortifications’ from the Hall and Pinnell Plan, with the bastions
numbered according to the scheme as proposed by David Papillon. This plan clearly post-dates the
1643 siege period. It does not show documented defences constructed during August 1643 on the

south-west corner of the city, and includes other elements clearly not referenced in the accounts of
1643.
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which is now lost). The principal divergence is an extra bastion shown on Castle Mead. The
bastions (‘boolworkes’) that he describes in the report have been numbered on Fig. 2b (based on
the Hall and Pinnell plan) as described in Doc. 5. The 1643 defences concentrated attention on
the gates, relying on the course of the medieval defences for much of the rest of the circuit, or a
temporary work along the north side, based on the line of existing water courses as natural
barriers. The Hall and Pinnell map, and Papillon’s letters, describe more of the accepted model
of contemporary theory. The ‘well flanked” (Doc. 1) bastions are carefully sited 250 yards apart
(Doc. 5) to maximise enfilading fire around the whole circuit, providing a ‘juste defence and
distance for the muskett shott’ (Doc. I). He explains the reasoning behind the changes -
shortening and regularising the circuit. Thus ‘Captain Smgleton[ s] skonce’ (Doc. 5) was to be
abandoned so that the line of defence could be brought to run in a straight line with a new
bastion (bastion 8) being built 60 yards to the north in order to even out the spacing. Other
parts of the existing defences were also to be levelled — such as the bastion around Whitefriars
(Doc. 5), with security along the north side provided by the existing line being kept intact until
the new line outside it had been completed. In an interesting reference back to the siege of
1643, Papillon explains the improvements required on the north side adjacent to Kingsholm
because the high ground there ‘might have been the baine of the Citty in the sige [siege] tyme if
the King had had good enginiers’ (Doc. 5). The one part of the Hall and Pinnell plan that is not
covered by Papillon’s description is an additional bastion in Castle Mead. The line of the
defences from both sources goes through the marsh, but Papillon takes account of this by also
proposing extensive drainage works, being careful to allow time for the quagmire to dry out
thoroughly before trying to construct the new works (Doc. I).

Papillon carefully details how the work should be organized, from the numbers of men
required — 120-40 pioneers, 6 carpenters and 12 masons (Doc. 3) to where they might be drawn
from, recommending country workmen as against the ‘unreasonable’ city workers (Doc. 4). He
evidently put this into practice. His accounts for 16-23 May include payments of £10 10s 0d for
‘County men’ but only £5 16s 6d for “Town men’.¢ He also lists how the men were to be paid, at
the rate of 9d per day plus free lodging in the houses of the ‘meaner inhabitants’ (Doc. I). The
use of troops from the garrison is also suggested, to be paid at a rate of 8d above their normal
pay ‘for I have found by experience that some soldiers will work as well and as hard as any
husbandmen’ (Doc. I). The money was to be provided by a weekly levy on the surrounding
villages and towns as well as what he optimistically termed a ‘cherefull contribution’ from
Gloucester itself (Doc. 1).

RATE PER WEEK

4s per hundred

34s per small village
6s per greater village
8s per small town
10s per greater town
£6 Gloucester

The workmen were to be carefully supervised by four overseers drawn from the ‘most
ingenious, actif and honest’” men of the city, paid the handsome sum of 15s per week. But
Papillon was to be clearly in charge ‘for where divers directors are permitted; all things fall in
confusion’ (Doc. I). There is no evidence for the payment of such overseers from his surviving
draft account. Materials were to be provided by the commandeering of plough-teams and by
collecting stone from deserted barns and walls. This is, in itself, a pointer to the dereliction that
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the war had brought to the countryside. Stone was also stripped from a chapel, St. Thomas’,
north of the North Gate (Doc. 1). The Hall and Pinnell plan shows ‘chapel house’ in the point
of the inner rampart of bastion 9.

The cost of the repairs was estimated as being only £500 in April 1646 (Doc. I) but by July
1646 this had risen over six times to between £3,000-£4,000 (Doc. 5). Nevertheless, Papillon
makes great play of the fact that, by shortening the actual circuit on the north side, the city
would save £40 per week in the pay of 150 men required to man the defences (Doc. 1, 4 and 5).

City Council Reaction

But the City Council clearly did not share Papillon’s high estimation of himself. His
exasperation with their lack of co-operation is clear throughout the correspondence. One
suspects that this had at least been partly brought about by Papillon’s arrogance. Papillon
evidently expected them to jump to his scheme immediately. After only eight days in the town
he wrote an enthusiastic proposal to the City Council (Doc. I) but at the same time was
complaining to his London patrons that the city had done nothing regarding his suggestions.
Papillon describes the City Council to them as ‘close fisted’ and ‘insensible of their dangerous
conditions’ (Doc. 2). They were not his only target. The reaction of the County Committee to
what was evidently considerable brow-beating was a familiar bureaucratic tactic. By 30 April
Papillon was complaining that, having submitted his plan to a meeting at Quedgeley (then a
hamlet just south of Gloucester), the Council had decided not to read it there and then — but
rather ‘to consider upon at their leisure’. They were shelving any consideration ‘because of their
great affairs’. What could be greater, raged Papillon ‘than the caire of the preservation of the
garrison of Glocester; upon which did depend their lives, their estates; and the well faire of the
whole Countie’ (Doc. 4).

His irritation also had a more personal origin. He complains on 18 April that, despite having
been on this mission for eight weeks, he had not been paid and the City Council ‘take no caire
for it; although I have moved them divers tymes abouth it’ (Doc. 3). There is no suggestion from
the surviving Council minutes or accounts that he ever did receive any payment from the city.
On 30 April he also chided his patrons in London ‘when and who shall pay me my pay for as I
intend to doe you faithful service so I expect to be punctually payd’ (Doc. 4). Eventually he did
receive some small payment from his patrons. His accounts for 16-23 May include £10 “To my
selfe’.” His reputation was also at stake. On 18 April he considered that unless his proposals
were acted upon ‘. . . the sommer will passe away; and your Citty will remaine in a dangerous
condition; and in lieu to obtain Credit by this journey I shall blemish my reputation; for
strangers that do not know my Carridge in this case, will rather impute the same to my
negligence than to the imprudence of those in Authority’ (Doc. 3). From the city’s point of view,
one can imagine councillors thinking that if the existing defences of August 1643, together with
additions made in late 1643 and 1644, had successfully resisted a besieging army of 30,000 men,
why was there any need for a new circuit? One local ally on the Committee in London seems to
have been the M.P. and Alderman, Thomas Pury. On 18 April Papillon was pinning his hopes
on Pury coming down from London (Doc. 3). Pury may well have had a restraining effect, as on
30 April Papillon was concurring with Pury’s advice to only begin what he could finish (Doc. 4).

Papillon’s complaints extended beyond the Council. On 30 April he describes the city
workmen as being ‘unreasonable’ with the clear implication that it was-possible to obtain
cheaper labour from outside the city (Doc. 4). This is borne out by the surviving accounts (see
above). He also repeatedly complained that the existing tools were so worn that the workmen
‘only spinne out the tyme with them’ (12 April: Doc. I). Indeed, he spent £17 4s 6d on
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‘materialls and the pionniers Tools’ in May.8 But by April 1646 the city must have thought that
their troubles were nearly over and such elaborate plans were therefore a needless extravagance.
The last Royalist field army had been defeated at Stow on the Wold on 21 March 1646 and now
King Charles himself had surrendered. On 25 June the Royalist capital of Oxford finally fell.
The city was just beginning to get its finances back in order after the expenses occasioned in,
and around, the period of the siege. So why should the city spend three or four thousand
pounds (by Papillon’s estimate) on defences that might never be needed? So they stalled, filed
the report, and eventually little seems to have been done about the suggestions.

With hindsight we can see that, in fact, there would be a brief period of feverish activity in
repairing the defences during 16501 before Charles II was defeated at Worcester, but the city
was not to know that at the time. In 1650, £600 from the Excise Duties had to be spent on
renewing the defences and 80 tons of timber were ordered to be provided by the ‘preservators’ of
the Forest of Dean to repair the artillery platforms.” With the actual arrival of Charles II’s
Scottish army in Worcester it appeared that Gloucester was once more in imminent danger. On
23 August 1651, £7 was distributed to the fourteen companies of foot of the City ‘for their
extraordinary labour in the fortifications of this garrison for two daies and two nights past’.10 A
letter from Mayor Anthony Edwards to the Speaker of Parliament on 23 August described how
they ‘every day and sometime in the night laboured to repair all the Bullwarkes and fortifications’
which were described as ruinous.!!

Evidence for Post-Siege defences

It is clear both from the physical evidence and lack of commensurate accounts of expenditure
that the Papillon scheme was not put fully into operation. But the continuing expenditure on
the repair of the city’s defences has already been noted and it is likely that some individual
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Fig.3 Section through the bastion ditch outside the South Gate, showing evidence for at least one re-cut
which possibly dates to 1646. (Gloucester Archaeology Unir)
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Line of outer ditch
\. (not completed)
N

Fig. 4 The outline of the Hall and Pinnell defences at the Outer North Gate, wit'lilﬂ the corresponding
archaeological evidence for an inner ditch and outer (uncompleted) ditch also shown. (Gloucester
Archaeology Unit)
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elements of Papillon’s plan may have been started, at least to the sum of over £190 as referred to
in Papillon’s accounts.

Papillon did himself prioritise the work, placing emphasis on the bastion around the South
Gate and on the north line of defences (Doc. 1). He was able to start work on the South Gate
bastion and also in building emplacements on the Quay. But on 18 April he complained that
work on the South Gate bastion, raising a new rampart 2 m high, was only quarter completed
(Doc. 3). It is possible that this was the work that Robert Maurice, Geffrey Webb and Jacob
Underwood were undertaking, the only named individuals in Papillon’s accounts and possibly
even those workmen who may have been supplied initially to help Papillon survey his proposed
defences. This followed his desperate plea on 18 April ‘I intreate you to appointe one monday
morning viry yiarly six of your Pionniers to come to my lodging with ivery one of them a picke
axe, a showel and a spade that I may sett out and Trace the boulworke at the south gate that
your Pionniers may have some works sett out against they come’ (Doc. I). But there is no
surviving evidence of any of the overseers that Papillon requested being enlisted, and therefore
he was presumably limited to what he could supervise himself.

There is clear archaeological evidence for the presence of a substantial ditch, 10 m wide and
4 m deep, on both sides of Southgate Street in front of the Gate, and following the line of the
outer ditch as shown on the Hall and Pinnell plan (Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 56-8). Its apparent
completeness in the archaeological record, and the fact that it is missing from a list of
unfinished works around the city gates made by Captain Backhouse in February 1644, has
suggested that this originates from 1642-3, although it was quite probably cleaned out and
enlarged between 1644 and 1646 (Fig. 3). Papillon may also be referring to a more limited inner
defensive ditch and rampart (an emergency inner defence having to be erected during the 1643
siege itself: Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 59). Certainly, by the end of 1647 city stewards were
ordered to find means of preventing travellers from falling into the ditch (grafte) outside the
South Gate.!? The difficulty in using archaeology to distinguish between features so close in
date is to be further considered elsewhere (Atkin and Howes forthcoming). By 30 April (Doc. 4),
Papillon was ready to accept Thomas Pury’s advice to concentrate efforts on the north defences
(where most economic benefit could be seen). Work on a new bastion around the North Gate
may indeed have been started. Archaeological evidence points to an uncompleted outer line of
defence closely matching the Hall and Pinnell plan (Fig. 4; Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 55). There
is also archaeological evidence for an outer ditch being dug on the line of the Hall and Pinnell
plan along what is now Clarence Street, north of the East Gate (Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 129).
The outer ditch to the East Gate bastion, recorded in a watching brief in 1981, also closely
follows the location of the Hall and Pinnell plan (Atkin and Laughlin 1992, 122). But if some
work was carried out at least to begin to implement the Papillon plan it was not always
appreciated. One of his suggestions was for the removal of Captain Singleton’s sconce on the
north side of the defences (Doc. 5). Work here may have been started but abandoned, for one
year later the city council made an order that damage (dampnum) to that sconce should be
made good.!?

The remonstrance that Papillon prepared in July (Doc. 5) is written in a more restrained tone
than his earlier summary of requirements. Although it gives a bastion-by-bastion tour around

the proposed new defences, one suspects that Papillon already realised that little was likely to
come of it. :
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The Documents

Doc. 1 KRO U1015 02/5

The humble Remonstrance of the Enginire To the Right worchlpll the Maire and the Aldermen of the
Citty of Glocester

Right Worchipll,

Since my comming to this Citty, I have for three sevirall days viewed the defects of the works of this
garrison and the Lothsome watters that infest the aire of it; whereby you are in danger to fall by the sword
of a cruel enimy or bee consumed by contagious diseases;-if God in his Mercy, and your caire prevent it
not.

To prevent these evills you are in the .i. Place to Crave the assistance of God upon your endevors .2. To
calculate the charges of the repairing as neare as may be .3. how these charges may be raised with as little
burden to the Citty and Countie as can be .4. which are the more necessairy repairs that are to be done .5.
how many pionniers will be requaired to doe this works; and where they may be had .6. And Lastly what
Pionnirs tooles; and other necessairys the Citty is to provide To finishe this worke.

i. for the first; in all public actions, the undertakers are to Crave the ayde and the assistance of our
gracious God, that this worke may prosper in their hands; for without his blessing all our endevors turne
to smoke.

2. for the second, I conceive that five hundred pounds; to be duely payde by thirty pounds a weeke; will
suffice to repaire the defects herafter specified; that are of necessity to be done out of hand; for to sett your
workes in a good Posture, and to free your Citty from the lothsome watters; that infest the aire of it..

3. for the third; the most convinient way; to Collect this five hundred pounds; with as little burden to
the Citty, and Countie as may be: is to entreate the Commities; to impose a weekly Tax a upon all the
hamelets; villages, and Market Townes of this Countie, that are not under the ennimies yoke; for six
months; To repaire the decade [decayed] fortifications of Glocester. And to that ende a smale hamelet may
be taxed at 3/8 a weeke; a medium village may be taxed at 4/8 a weeke; a greath village at 5/8 a weeke; a
meane Market towne at 8/8 a weeke and a greath market towne at tenne shillins a weeke. Appointing in
every hundred foure honest men to be assessors; and for every division a collector, and for all the divisions
Thrisuror [Treasurer].

As for the Citty of Glocester; that may for any things I knowe have by theire Charter; the liberty to
assese themselfes; so they contribute the one sith parte; and the whole Countie the other five sixth parts; as
other Corporations doe to my knowledge. It will be easy for Mr Maire, and the Alderman his bretherne, to
raise five pounds a weeke in this Citty: for as the Citty of London is the president of all the kingdome, for
cherefull contribution to advance the Cause of God; Even so this Cherefullnésse in this action, will be a
stronger motif to the Countrie to doe the like.

4. for the fourth; the most necessairy repaires that are to be done this s sprmg, is to erect fort with; i. a
well flanked boulwork at the south gatte; for to draine all undre one, the lothsome watters that infest that '
side of the towne .2. to rectify the rampiart and the dirk [ditch], that runneth from the north gatte; to the
second redoutte thoward the weste gate; and to slight the first redoutte; because it will be of no use; when
the second redoutte is Inlarged to a boulworke; and a straite dirk and rampiart lined and erected from a
north boulworke to that second redoutte; the distance betweene these two being of a juste defence for the
musket shott. .3. a straite lined dirk and rampiart is to be erected; from the north gatte boulwarke, to a
round stone tower lying north east; and the old Chapel with the ridiculous works about it is to be wholy
slighted; and the timber and stone of the said Chapel is to be sold; for to Contribute to the charge of this
errecting of a new boulworke; right against the fore said round stone Tower lying east; so shail you have six
compleate boulwarkes upon that line; all of them of a juste defence and distance for the muskett shott: And
as you like these you may finishe the line from the south gatte to the west gatte, with three boulworkes
more; of the same distance. so shall that side of the Citty be stronguely, compleatly, and regularely
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fortified. Now if this be resolved upon: by the Gouvirnor, the Commities, and your selfes; you are forth
with to draine out the water of the smale Medow that the winde and the sunne may dry and fitt the ground
to erect these three new boulworke and line spoken off; for other wise it will not be possible to erect the
same because the Medowe being drained will be like a quagimyre; for the present; and will not be fitt to
worke upon before the latter ende of may. Take this I pray you to your judicious consideration, for it is the
best counsell that can be given you; to fortify your Citty Compleatly and stronguely. for this new line will
requaire less men to defend the same, than the old that is now extint; because it will be of a lessere
circumferance by one hundred and fifthy yeardes; and for your security you may in the meane tyme, lett
your old workes stand, till the new line be finished; doubling only your Sentirys on that side of the Towne
in the night tyme.

§. for the fifth these repaires will requaire six score Constant pionniers; among which there must be six
carpenters and six masons; to be ready for all occasions that concerne their trade; And four over seers;
chosen by your selfes, out of the most ingenious, actif; and honnest men of your Citty, to over see from
morning to night the pionniers, that will otherwise do nothing but spinne out the Tyme. These over seers
are to keepe a Roster of all the names of the pionniers, that are under their charge, and to pay them duely
every saturday night those their waiges; defalkin [deducting] the days or the halfe days; that sume of them
will absent themselfes. And those surveyors are to have fithene shillins a weeke; for their paines, as they
have in other garrisons; for there is no reason that men of worth, as they are to be; should moile {work]
and toile from morning to night and all the weeke for nothing. More ovre these surveyors are also by the
Militairy Laws; to observe punctually the orders and directions of the Enginire; and not to sett the
pionniers abouth any thing; of their own contriving; but are only to make them follow their worke; for
where divers directors are permitted; all things fall in confusion; and the workes become by it deformed
and erronies. This number of Pionniers will soone be obtained; if the Commities be pleased to proclaime
in all the Market Townes, and in this Citty, upon the market day, that all such true laborors, and
husbandmen; that will come to worke; for to repaire the fortifications of Gloucester; shall have foure
shillins and six pence a weeke; wett and dry. and over and about their lodging and beding for nothing; that
is to be appointed by Mr Maire in the houses of the meaner inhabitants; Provided after a weeks Triall they
be found by the surveyors sufficient workmen, that they shall oblige themselfes by oath or promise; not to
desert this worke without the speciall Ticket of Mr Maire. And this number may also be increased
according as occasion doth requaire. If the Gouvernor be pleased, to permit the willing soldiers to worke
upon those days; they are free from the garde; paying to them for eviry day worke eaight pence a day above
their pay; for I have found by expiriance that some soldiers will work as well and as hard; as any
husbandmen.

6. Sixtly and lastly Mr Maire and the Aldermen his brethiren are for the greater speeds of these repairis;
to provide speedely forthy new Pickaxes; forthy new showels; forty new spaides, twenty new wille barowis,
twenty new hand barows, twenty new ladders; of all sisses, and forthy loade of tymber for all occasions; for
if you rely upon the Laborers and pionniers Tools your workes will be much retarded; for they are
commonly so worne that they only spinne out the tyme with them. Bisides, a garrison is allways to have in
the magasin; one hundred of every one of these tooles, barows and ladders; to suply it upon all occasions
and dessigns. These tools are to be locked up eviry night by the survayors in the nearest howse adjoine to
the workes, that they may not be lost or stolen away.

These are the best informations I can give you about your workes; Now because I have allredy been in
town eaight days; and nothing hath bene done; but only the riviwing of your works; and the drawing of
this Rimonstrance; I intreate you to appointe one monday morning viry yiarly six of your Pionniers to
come to my lodging with ivery one of them a picke axe, a showel and a spade that I may sett out and Trace
the boulworke at the south gate that your Pionniers may have some works sett out against they come.

The Coppie of the Remonstrance delivered to Mr Maire, and to the Aldermen his brethirne upon the
12th of April 1646 eaight days after my coming to Gloucester.
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Doc. 2 KRO U1015 02/6

The humble remonstrance of the Enginire to the much honoured Commities of the Countie of Glocester.
Much Honoured Patrons,

After a tedious and dangirous journey; I am by Gods favor arrived at Gloucester; according to the desire of
the Gouvirnor; of the Committiees of London; and of your selfes; for to rectify and repaire the workes of
this garrison; and to free the same by Gods assistance; of the noisome waters that doe more and more
infecte the aire of it.

I was in hope to find you resident in this Citty; wherby I might from day to day acquainte you of such
passages as may tend to the preservation of this Citty; and the good of the Countie; but finding you at this
present absent; I concieve it my duty to informe you of the state and Condition of the garrison; that you
may by your Caire and wisdome; redress what is amiss.

I came on fryday was fourth night from London; and this day straight to this Citty; since my comming;
I have taken an ixact view of the defects of the workes of this garrison; and thought upon the meanes to
free the same; from the lothsome waters that infect the aire of it. But I could not to this day; obtaine from
Mr Maire, and the Aldermen his bretherne; neither meanes, Tolls or Pionniers; to apply my selfe; to that I
was sent for.

yet because I would not be idle; I have taken the lese circamferance of this citty; which I finde to be one
mille and three quarters. And have calculated the charges, the tyme, and the pionniers it will requaire to
rectify the defects above related. And have inserted them all in a chette of paper; in manner of a
remonstrance; and presented the same to the Maire and Aldermen. But I finde them insensible of their
dangirous conditions and so oure [over] possessed with carnal security: that without the mircy of God;
your wisdome, and forecast; they may according to humaine reason be surprised or consumed by disease
before they are aware.

I was informed before I came hither; they were very close fisted. And so they are indeede; since they are
willing to miscary by the sword, or by the pistol more; rather than they will contribute among them all;
one hundred pounds between this and Michelmas; to secure them selfes, and make their garrison; one of
the stronguest in this kingdome.

For with five hundred pounds; to be payd duely every saturday morning by thirty pounds at a tyme, to
discharging the wayges of six score Pionniers, that are of necessity to be had, to sctt your workes in a good
posture; and draine all the infestious watters that annoy this Citty; it may be maide one of the strongest
and one of the most compliate garrisons in this kingdom. And surely if the Citty will not contribute one
hundred pounds and the whole Countie four hundred; for their owne preservation; they are like avoiding
to humaine reason, to have the same destiny as Leiyster [Leicester] Town and Leister shire had last
sommer; if god in his mercy privent it not; It is certaine that a Tax of 3/8 a weeke upon the smallyr
hamelets, and 4/8 a weeke upon a medium village and 5/8 a weeke upon the greatest village; and eaight
shillings a weeke upon the smaller market Towns, and tenne shillins a weeke upon the greatest Market
Towns that are undire your Command; and free from the yoke of the ennemy, will certainly produce about
twenty five pounds a weeke; without burdening of the Counte. And for the Citty of Glowcester what is
five or six pounds a weeke for the Contribution of so famous a City.

Concerning the six score Pionniers; If you please to Cause a proclamation to be maide in the adjacent
market Towns; that all laborers and husbandmen; that are willing to worke in the fortifications of
Glowecester shall have foure shillins and six pence a weeke, wett and dry; and over and above their lodging
for nothing; you will not want pionniers;

Concerning the furtherance of these repaires, it is necessairy that the Maire Provide speedely; forthy
new pick axes; forthy new spades, forty new showels; twenty wille barows; twenty hand barows; twenty new
ladders; and forthy lode of good Tymber; for if you rely upon the laborers and pionniers Tools; your worke
will be much retarded; for they are commonly so bluntt, and so worne that they only spinne out their tyme

with them.
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These informations I thought good to vgive you; that you may consider of them; And take a course that T
may without delay be imployed and fornished with meanis, Tooles, and pionniers; to apply my selfe, to that
I was sent for or to be discharged.

from Glowcester the 12th of April 1646
your humble servant
David Papillon

Doc. 3 KRO U1015 02/7 [Letter of 18 April 1646]
Much Honnored Patrons

Since my last writtin unto you, by Mr Stephens a noble member of the Honnorable House of Commons: I
have with the inconsiderable number of Carpenters; Masons, and Pionniers, I could obtain; begunne a
drawe bridge; maide a dozen of barrows; finished one of the Chambres of the three, that are to be erected
to convay [convey] the Common shore [sewer] of this side of the Citty; in to severne by a brick vault; and
raised the new boulwork traced before the south gate some six foot high; And yet this is not the quarter
part that is to be done; of the work belonging to the south gatte.

Therefore T humbly entreate you, that I may be supplied with six or seven score pionniers, with six
Carpenters; and twelve masons at the Least; And with an order from you; from whom I shall receive my
pay; or I will absolutely disert the service. ‘

As Concerning my pay; I have upon friday next been eaight weeks in your service; but the Commities,
Mr Maire, nor the Aldermen his bretherne, take no caire for it; although I have moved them divers tymes
abouth it.

And as for the advancing of your works; If in seaven weeks tyme; so little hath been done; I leave it to your
judicious consideration; to consider when the great worke in hand will be done; since the smale number of
men I have at this present; will not finish the workes begunne at the south gatte; against the first of august.
And so the sommer will passe away; and your Citty will remaine in a dangerous condition; and in lieu to
obtain Credit by this journey I shall blemish my reputation; for strangers that do not know my Carridge in
this case, will rather impute the same to my neghgence than to the imprudence of those in Authority.

I can with as little Labour direct six score pionniers; six carpenters; and further Masons; As I have done
this weeke; forty Pionniers; three Carpenters; and three Masons; And this number must be obtained or
other wise your workes will not be rectified this yeare.

The hundred pounds that have been remitted for this worke hath not as yet been payd to Mr Alderman
Clutterbook chosen thresurix [treasurer] for the fordfications of this Citty; he hath only retained thirty
pounds of it to pay the workemen upon saturday. last; And this may be an obstruction in the businiss;
fforthy pounds a weeke for sixteen weekes; would be as little as may be afforded to sett the works of this
garrison in a defensable posture, against Michelmas next; If Mr Pury would be pleased to make a jorny to
Glocester I am confident things would be settled in a better order when he should see the urgent necessity
there is to repaire your decaide workes. I shall expect a positive answer upon this hope by the next
Messenger. And so committing you to the gracious protection of God, I close.

david Papillon

Doc. 4 KRO U1015 02/8
Much Honnored Patrons

T have received your gracious letts one of the 2 15t and the other of the 22nd of this i)resent. The hundred
pounds you have been pleased to remit, will I hope cause the Cittizens to be more chereful than they have
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been since my comming to repaire those ill lines and decaide works. I send you here inclosed a coppy of a
remonstrance; that I did present to the Commites siting on Monday last at Quedgeley: But they refused
to favor me with the reading (but left it, to consider upon at their leisure) of it; because of their great
affairs; that could not be greater I told them; than the Caire of the preservation of the garrison of
Glocester; upon which did depend their lives, their estates; and the well faire of the whole Countie. In a
word it is in vaine to rely upon them; for their excuse is (not only at this tyme: but at divers others) they
have no power, but the truth is they nether knowe theyr power nor their plan. By this inserted
remonstrance you may see; my judgement and resolusdon; of your workes; and of my future Carridge
abouth them. And also what I desired from the Commities; which I humbly entreat from you; since they
have no power. I concor with Mr Purrys councell: to undertake noe more workes than we are able to
finish; these two inserted in the remonstrance are the most necessary. when those are finished If you obtain
the assistance of the Honnorable House; the line that runneth from the west bridge to the second redoutt
lying west to the north gatte is to be altered; and a new line erected; that shall save for the future to the
Citty and Countie forthy pounds a weeke in the pay of one hundred and fifthy soldiers; that may be spared
by that line. And yet it shall take in three score ackers of Medows at the least; for the relife of this Citty to
keep cows or horses in the tyme of distresse and yet be shorter and of a lesser circumferance than that as is
extint, by one hundred and fifty yeards at the least.

Be pleased therefore to move the Honnorable House for Power and assistance for so necessairy a
works; a weekely tax of 4s a weeke for six months upon those hundreds of your Countde that are free from
the Ennemys yoke would doo the worke, if the Citty were assessed but at six pound a weeke; the best
markett towns at tenne shillins a weeke, the smaler market towns at eaight shillings a week, the greath
villages at six shillins a week and the small hamlets at three and foure shillins a weeke; and two honest men
be appointed in every hundred for assessors, with one collector and a Concionnable Country Gentleman
Thresuror [Treasurer] for the whole Countie with six understanding Gentlemen to be Commissioners;
having power to make the Countrie Pionniers to come in for nine pence a day. and the Country masons
and Carpenters to come in for four or three pence a day. for the Citty workmen are unraisonnable. And
the adjacent Towns to bringe in their thymes or means one day in a fourth night to carry turffe; and Power
to make use of the stones of decade and deserted farms and walls. This I say would finish the work to some
purpose.

If you intend to goe on in this necessairy worke, pray send me such a Comunission that is requaired in
my remonstrance; and withall an Order when and who shall pay me my pay for as I intend to doe you
faithful service so I expect to be punctually payd. And if you doe but inable me with sufficient meanes,
Pionniers and Tools you shall find by parsimony, that I shall advantage your workes tenne times the value
of my Pay; and so expecting your answer I commit you to the gracious Protection of God and rest

Your humble and devoted servant
David Papillon

30 April 1646

Doc. 5 KRO U1015 02/9

The judgement of Mr David Papillon Engenire Concerning the regulary fortifications of the Citty of
Glocester, with a Plan of the same, drawne the 16th of the month of July 1646.

The river
Of severne may be brought round abouth the Citty: if the state Please to ber at the charges.

And it may also be fortified regularly with ealevin boolworkes and halfe, as it is demonstrated in the
Plan here inserted. I finde the Circonference of it, to bee from the south west side of Severne to the west
bridge three thousand yeards; which being divided in to twelve parts, it will produce twelve tymes two
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hundred and fifty yeards; which is the just distance that is requaired from the centre of one boolwork to
another.

Now Although this regularity is not naturall, yet it may be reduced to it by Art; By running with the
line some three or four score yeards in to the smale medow. More than the old line doth runne at this
present; And yet this shall not Encrease the line of the workes, as some may suppose; but rather make it
shorter by two hundred yeards, by which means the state may save two hundred men’s pay.

1. The firste boolworke according to this Method is to be erected neare to the south west side of severne
to command the river and the Key.

2. The second boolworke is to be erected, in the midst of the distance that will be between the south gatte
boolworke, and the afore said boolworke.

3. The third boolworke is allredy begun at the south gatte.

4. The fourth boolworke is the outr shorter boolworke, next to the south gatte boolworke.

5. The fifth boolworke is the east gatte boolworke.

6. The sixth boolworke is to be erected against a round tower lying betwene the east and the north gatte;
and the old barn and the workes of it, is to be deserted that the courtin [curtain] may be drawne straite, to
answer to the flanke of the north gatte boolworke.

7. The seaventh boolworke is the North gatte boolworke.

8. The eaight boolworke is to be erected in the place where a small redoutt standeth at this present;
some threescore yeards beyond Captaine Singleton skonce; and this whole skonce is to be deserted that
the Curtaine 1nay runne straite; for that skonce is too neare the North gatte boolworke by four score
yeards.

9. The nynth boolworke is to be erected, neare to the old court of garde, and it houht to be high and the
east also, that these two boolworkes may command a rasing ground lying a little this side of Kings Home
[Kingsholm]; that might have bene the baine of this Citty in the sige time if the king had had good
Enginiers.

10. The tenth and the ealevinth boolworkes are to be erected in the smale Medow, some three or four
score yards from the old workes in bringing the regularity spoken of.

12 The demy boolworke is to be erected as neare as may be to that gatte and bridge and the old worke that
is there to be deserted.

This is the only way in my judgement that you can take to make your workes regularly and strongur.

If you desire to know what the charges will amount to; in the finishing of the foure others; and to erect
these seaven more boolworkes and halfe; T consider it will cost between three and foure thousand pounds;
but they would make your Citty the stronguest garrison in this kingdome.

If the Hollandie Enginiers Plan, and judgement, doe not agree in the essentiall parts of these
particulars, T shall tinke his fame to be greater than his skill. And because I dare maintaine before the best
Enginiers in this kingdome, that this way, is the stronguest, the most rigulary; and the most frugal way, to
fortify this city, I have putt my name to this paper; written the yeare and day above written.

David Papillon Engineer

Acknowledgements .

The writer is indebted to Paul Courtney for first bringing these documents to his attention. Thanks are
also owed to the Chief Archivist of the Centre for Kentish Studies for permission to publish them.
Continued thanks are owed to Russell Howes for his many discussions over the sources, and to the latter
and Peter Bloomfield for assistance with the transcriptions. Any remaining errors in transcription, or
peculiarities of interpretation do remain, of course, the responsibility of the writer.



164 MALCOLM ATKIN

Bibliography

Atkin, M. and Howes, R. forthcoming. “The use of Archaeological and Documentary sources for
identifying the Civil War defences of Gloucester’, Post-Medieval Archaeol.

Atkin, M. and Laughlin, W. 1992. Gloucester and the Civil War: City under Siege (Stroud).

Corbet, J. 1645. The Historical Relation of the Military Government of Gloucester (Gloucester). Reprinted in
Washbourn, pp. 1-152.

Lee, S. 1895. Dictionary of National Biography 43 (London).

Washbourn, J., 1825. Bibliotheca Gloucestrensis (Gloucester).

References

Abbreviations:
GBR  Gloucester Borough Records, Gloucestershire Record Office
KRO  Centre for Kentish Studies, Kent Record Office, Maidstone

GBR F4/5, f. 223.

GBR F4/5, f. 243.

KRO U1015 02/5-9.

Commons Fournal 4 May 1646 (vol. 4, p. 534).
KRO U1015 02/9.

KRO U1015 02/9.

KRO U1015 02/9.

KRO U1015 02/9.

Calendar of State Papers Domestic July 1650, p. 248.
GBRH2/3, 1. 72.

. GBRH2/3, L. 74.

. GBR SO?2 for 12 November 1647.

. GBR SO2 for 3 August 1647.

,_.
AN A et e

—
WD =

City Museum, Gloucester
February 1993





