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Current Position: Dean of Teaching and Learning Development, UoG 

Kris began presenting papers in her discipline, the sociology of education, at international conferences in 1980 at the 5th World Conference for Rural Sociology in Mexico City. She has a particular interest in biography (Mason O’Connor 2003). She has been a longstanding advocate of linking qualitative and quantitative methods in order to generate and test social theory (Mason O’Connor 1990). She has worked as a lecturer and course leader in further education and higher education in the UK and in West Africa. Since 1991 she has developed and led the institution’s teaching, learning & assessment strategy, which has been commended by HEFCE, HEQC and the QAA. She has combined this responsibility with teaching sociology, women’s studies and education studies from level one to research supervision.

Awards:

Social Science Research Council Studentships 1975 and 1979. Professor of Higher Educational Development 2006. She was awarded the title Professor by the University in recognition of her leadership of innovative teaching & learning development within the institution and educational development work nationally and internationally with the Staff and Educational Development Association (SEDA) and International Consortium for Educational Development (ICED). She is an institutional nominee for NTF (2007)

External Roles:

Externally her principal contribution to educational development has been through work with SEDA, first as Chair of the national conference committee responsible for organising biannual conferences, and from 2003-06 as elected national Co-Chair and Vice-Chair. In this capacity she has led its contribution to national policy and to working collaboratively with individuals, institutions and national organisations to improve student learning. As a member of the ICED Council she has undertaken a leadership role in ensuring that Consortium now has a secure financial and administrative base on which to progress its commitment to improving student learning internationally by creating and supporting national educational development networks.

Recent Learning and Teaching Projects:

She has been invited to present papers on the development of professional standards in higher education teaching at the Universities of Dortmund (2003) and Riejka (2004) and in 2005 presented to the Higher Education Academy conference on linking teaching and research. In advance of publication of the 2003 White Paper on the Future of Higher Education she was invited to contribute to a live broadcast of BBC 4’s The Learning Curve in which she argued for the necessity of pedagogic research in higher education.

Recent Pedagogic Publications:

Birnie and Mason O’Connor (1998); Mason O’Connor and Oates (1999); Yorke, Pilkington and Mason O’Connor (2005); Gosling and Mason O’Connor (2006); Mason O’Connor (2007); Morris and Mason O’Connor (in submission).

