What do I do if I think I have swine flu and I am school on placement?

The UK has now moved to a treatment phase (rather than containment) to manage the current pandemic flu outbreak. This means GPs will diagnose cases on the basis of clinical observation rather than laboratory testing. 

We ask all students to follow the NHS guidance on maintaining good basic hygiene, washing hands frequently and throwing away dirty tissues promptly and carefully. If you have flu-like symptoms and are concerned that you may have swine flu:
Read up on swine flu symptoms 
Stay at home and check your condition at the National Pandemic Flu Service 

You should call your GP directly if: 
            - you have a serious underlying illness 

            - you are pregnant 

            - you have a sick child 
            - your condition suddenly gets much worse 

            - your condition is still getting worse after seven days (or five days for a child)
Note: The National Pandemic Flu Service is a self-care service that will asses your symptoms and, if required, provide an authorisation number which can be used to collect antiviral medication from a local collection point. For those who do not have internet access, the same service can be accessed by telephone on:

Telephone: 0800 1 513 100 
Minicom: 0800 1 513 200 

For more information on the National Pandemic Flu Service go to Flu Service – Q&A
If you are diagnosed with Swine Flu, DO NOT GO INTO SCHOOL 
INFORM YOUR SCHOOL that you are off sick (following the normal sickness/absence reporting processes, i.e. notify the school by telephone) 
Primary ITT students (University of Gloucestershire)

Primary BEd and PGCE students should also inform Julie Hunt (Primary Partnerships Coordinator), your Year Leader (Primary) and your Link Tutor (primary). 
Primary ITT Students (University of Gloucestershire, London)

Primary PGCE and GTP students based at the University’s London Campus should notify their respective Course Leaders and course administrators.

PGCE Secondary 

Secondary ITT trainees should notify Karen Samuels/Dan Ramsay (PGCE Secondary Course Administrators) and your Subject Leader by email. PGCE Secondary SCITT trainees should also ensure that Gill Hickman is notified of your absence.

You will not need to contact occupational health but if you are concerned please contact the Senior Occupational Health Advisor: cdanks@glos.ac.ukThis e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it [image: image1.png]



RETURNING TO YOUR SCHOOL PLACEMENT 
You may return to placement as soon as you feel well and are symptom free.  Your GP or the NHS can give you advice on this. There is no need to contact the Occupational Health Dept unless you have a problem.
Please refer to the NHS for specific health advice and treatment information: 

NHS Direct phone 0845 4647
http://www.nhs.uk 

Department of Health
http://www.dh.gov.uk 

Health Protection Agency
http://www.hpa.org.uk 
ITT Requirement 2.8 for Initial Teacher Training (TDA, 2007) states that 
	training programmes are designed to provide trainee teachers with sufficient time being trained in schools and/or other settings to enable them to demonstrate that they have met the QTS standards. This means they would typically be structured to include the following periods of time to be spent in training in schools or other settings.

A two or three year QTS undergraduate programme

120 days (24 weeks)

A secondary graduate QTS programme

120 days (24 weeks)

A primary graduate QTS programme

90 days (18 weeks)

Employment based schemes

As determined by the training programme




DISRUPTION TO SCHOOL PLACEMENTS
Therefore, any disruption to a trainee’s school placement could pose a problem if the period were to be for an extended period of time. However, prior experience confirms that there are strategies that can be adopted by all our ITT programmes to address extended periods of absence. If the period of absence encompasses assessment completion and submission then dates will be rescheduled.

Disruption to a school placement may also be the consequence of an outbreak facing schools themselves. In this instance, all Department of Education management teams will be aware of the current advice from the TDA and/or the Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET). This currently stands as:

“In the event of an outbreak of swine flu providers and schools should in the first instance refer to the emergency and disaster plans that will be in place in their own institutions for advice as to how to react. Both UCET and the TDA are highly conscious of the needs to protect the interests of trainees if their training is interrupted as a consequence of swine flu and we have asked providers to work closely with UCET to keep the TDA informed of the impact of the illness in their locality. 

In the event of large numbers of HEI staff being affected by the illness then providers will be expected to develop alternative means by which they can secure the quality and delivery of centre based training. This could involve rearranging timetables, bringing in additional staff or setting self-directed tasks and on line learning activities. 

If an outbreak of swine flu means that an ITE provider is unable to offer placement opportunities to students or trainees for the normal periods of time, they should inform the TDA’s Quality and Inspection team in the first instance.  The existing standards and ITE requirements provide flexibility for the recommendation for the award QTS to be made on the basis of shorter periods of school experience if there is appropriate evidence that the standards have been met. However this is usually applied to recognize prior experience. In the case of large numbers of students being recommended on the basis of reduced time in schools then it is essential to give prior notice that this is the case.   Providers should use their professional judgment to decide whether sufficient evidence is available for the students and trainees concerned to demonstrate that they have met the QTS standards. The consideration of such evidence should only be undertaken when genuinely unavoidable: students will in generally be expected to spend the requisite amount of time in placement schools.

The TDA will monitor the situation closely and work with the DCSF, Ofsted and the GTCE to develop swift solutions in the event of the swine flu having a major impact on the outcomes for the cohort of 2009/10”.
